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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

BA-111) _ 
·.1 ) L • 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

lltNAM~····· • ... ·' •· 
... 

•· . . . 
.. < .• 

. . . 

COMMON: 

Qcbg;on House 
•NDIOR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION • .... •. 

STREET •ND NUMBER: 

North ~id• of Piney Grove Roa a we~t of Butler Road 
CI TY OR TOWN: 

Glyndon 
STATE I COUNTY: 

Maryland Baltimore 

13. CLASStFICATfON ,> ••.•.• '. ' < ·:·········· ••..•.•. :·: >} 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District «J Building D Public Public Acquisition: D Occupied Yes: 

D Site D Structure ~ Private 0 In Process fJ Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

D Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Pre1ervation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress ~ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

D A;ricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

D Commercial 0 Industrial kl Private Residence D Other (Specify) 

D Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

D Entertainment 0 Museum D Scientific 

~ .•. OWNf.f't:OF' PRQPERTY /.• .•. />.. ..... 
.. •. .. · . . .. ... · .. ·:.·-:.:.: ::·'.::.: 

OWNERS N•ME: 

Ja11et H. Hughes - c/e Robert Ae Bicks 
STREET •ND NUMBER: 

Breed. Abbott. & Morga• • 1 Ches• Mallhattaa Plaza 
CITY OR TOWN: 

rT;:: New York York 10005 
ts. t.OCATiOtif OF LEGAL DESCRIPTJON .... , .· .. 

.. ··'·· · . .:•· '.'.'\· • •·•·• ,, ·~~ 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Baltimore Coum:.y Courthou~• 
STREET •ND NUMBER: 

Wa~himzton Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

IST•TE 

Tow Mn Maryland 
ritle Reference of Curr"'nt n"'"'n ( Bt"\t"\lr & Pa i \ : C:.Q'7 /'57'i 

ti~ ·~~~~Jf?K1;~'t~~ •M)ix tSTlNG Sl;IRV~Y$ . . · •· 
. ... 

.::··.::::~ ;• - . •. 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

None 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State D County 0 Local 
t>EPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: IST•TE: 

PS - 709 



W·••·· Q£SCRl?TJON 

CONDITION 
!); E-xce llent 

5CJ Altered 

0 Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unc:ltered 

. 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT> •D ORIGINAL (If known) PHVSICAL APPEARANCE 

6A-11u 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

Thi~ hou"'e is a ratt"J.er small, three "!torey rubble stone, ~tuccoed 

hou"!e of octagonal shape, <;et in the hill,ide, allowing the ba,ern..,nt 'torey 

to open nearly at grade. Stucco is scored in imitation of ashlar. Each 

side contains a 6/6 window in each of the two principal storeys; a window 

containing a single six-light "!ash 1"! in every other side of the third 

storey. The principal entrance to both the main floor and to the basement 

is in the 'outh 'ide, shelte~ed by a 'hed roofed wooden porch. The north-

east side contain"l a "Jecondary entrance to the main floor, al"!o sheltered 
m 

by a ~bed roofed wooren porch. In. the second etorey of the north side is m 

a pair of 4/4 'Windo~, in lieu of the single 6/6 'Window, a variatio• caused 
% 

by a p:.:rti ti on insice. The brick chimney rbe' above the corner formed by "" 

the w~~t and northwe"!t walls, bent to conform to the two nlanes of the two 

walls. The roof is a low eight-"!ided pyramid, r;sing above a s;mpl• wood 

cornice, canned with a low finial. 

Int~rnally, the st~ir c~1• rises through th• center of the house, and 

the chimney serves a firephce in each "!torey excent the third. The mantel 

in the principal ;torey consi!t~ of oval c~lumns ~uoporting a paneled frieze 

and moulcect !helr. The south front door con!i3ts of six nartially-raised 

p~nels, £ p~ir of ~aller ones being immediately ~bove the lock rail,, with 

a pair of taller ones above and below. Some interior door' are of four 

raised but unmouldea panel~. Many partition! appear to have been relocated, 

and mo~t finished work in~ide is of th• 20th century. 

South of the hou"J• i~ a ~tone spring house with a gable roo~. 
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PERIOD (Cheek One or /llore •• Approprl•te) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC CATE(S) (lfA.ppllcable •ndKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Approprl•te) 

Abor iginol 0 Edueati on 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

litl Architecture 0 Londscape 

0 Aft Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
D 

0 18th Century 

!fl 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human-

itorian 

Theater 

Transportation 

6A-1111 

~ 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The Octagon Houi!le, loc.,hd on the north~i.de 0f Piney Grove Road 

en adjoining the St. John's Church property, w~9 undoubtedly built from a 
z: 
0 

z: 

w 
w 

de~ign published in the 1~50 1 9 in Or~on S. Fowler's A Home For All. 

Fowler advoc:..t111d building w11, of 'gravel 1 (a mixturtt of ~all rubble 

stone and mortar), poured in woodttn mold~, and finished with a stucco 

9urface - exactly the technique employee in con3tructing thii!! hou~e. 

A deed of 1858 devised the property to Eleanor Johnson Bruster and 

Ann W. Johnson who were de!'Jcendants of the Walker family. Since Ann 

John9on was unmarried, it ii!! likely that th~ Octagon Hou~• wa!I built for 

her U!le. It 'W&., V"!Ty nur the family home!ltead, "Woodbur11• in which the 

Hankins A~l~' of Baltimore County of 1877 indicates Mr~. Bru,ter lived. 

The •Woodburn• •"bte va~ fir-,t occupied by Cherles Walker (1744-

1825). He had married Ann Cradock, daught~r or Dr. Thanai!I Cradock, rector 

of St. Thoma!! Episcopal Church in Ga"'Ti~on, 5nd fought in the American 

Revolution. In 1816, Charles Walker donated the land for St. John's 

Churcn, worthington. One of his d~ughters married into the Hickman 

Johnson ramily of Lecust Hill and through her, the property descended 

through several g~nerations until 1924 when the f•rm was sold st auction 

to Herman J. Hughes whose heirs •ov ovn th• Octagon Hou!le. 

PS - 7011 



(!;A· 1111 

f".J{'@)OR'&t&tlOGR'APHSCAL REFER~N'C!S ·. 
• '•'<'·' ·• .. .... ,. .. ::·•· ..•... , .. ..... . ·.: •• . ··.·.• 

Scharf, J. Thoma'3. Hi'ltO!:Z of Baltimor~ Git:v ;ind Baltimore Countz. 
\Phi.Ladelphia, 1S81). P. %2. 

Baltimore County Tax A'3sessment'3: 1876, 1>596. 

Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of Baltimore Counti1 Mairzl•nc. 1877.(Philadelphia, 1877 

f10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
I ·~ LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LAT1TUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINJ!i.TES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
~-· 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seci>nds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 

I 

NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW 9 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY, 270 acrce -

Acreage Justification: 

I 

I 
i 

I 

I 
I 

-[11. FORM PREPARED BY :::. :> .. 
N.A.ME ANO TITLE: 

Catherine l? Bla.ck and J'&I!leS T. Woll on. J'r • AIA -. 
ORGANIZATION 

IDATE 

Worthington Valley Hbtorical District. Pi·oiect .T.,.. , 107t. 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

1114 Bellemare Road 
CITY OR TOWN: rSTATE 

1 Baltimore Marvl::nd 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State D Local D 

Signature 

m 
m 

z 

-4 
;a 

c: 
n 
-4 

0 

z 





~ 
I ----


