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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

BA-1113 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

OP~).M~· ... .: . ;· · .. : 
: 

COMMON: 

Bellevue 
ANO/QR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION 
: . · ... ···: .: : .. . . 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 
Mantua Mill Road north of Geist Road 

ClTY OR TOWN: 

Glyndon 
STATE I COUNTY: 

Maryland Baltimore 
. 

ll· CLASSJ FI CATION ,···· :,·, ·•.:'• ··•· . ·•.': ... . ·. .. 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District 0 Building D Public: Public: Acquisition: IXJ Occupied Yes: 

D Site 00 Structure ~ Private D In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Ob1ec1 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress (X No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government D Park D Tran1portation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial D Industrial ~ Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

D Educationol 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

~"' QWN!:R :OF PR9Pi9TY /·' ............... : 
: :, :, 

. 

•· ..... _ _::,- .. >•\: 
OWNER S NAME: 

Charles Fe Jenkins 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Bellevue 
CITY OR TOWN: I sTAT~aryland I Glyndon 

IS. ~()CA tlOH OF 1.£GA:LDESCRIPTION : : 
.. ·,: . •· ·.:. . / •· 

-": . .. :-::'-""':.• .. 

COURTHOUSE, RE<OISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Baltimore County Courthou~e 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Washine:ton Avenue 
'CITY OR TOWN: . 

I Tovson 
I STATE 

Marv land I 
tl'itle Reference of Current- n""""r'l ( Bnnlr & Pa. " ) : 2Q?1 /":t~J. 

lfW fU~~IJE~Jj!ft.('f~ON tN .,SXlSTlNG $~RY~Y$ . . ' •· .:· .. ·:....-:::,.:.: :.:..::::;- ' . - . ·. 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

None 
CATE OF SUR'"EY: 0 Federal 0 State D County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S1'REE1' AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: !STATE: 

I 

PS - 709 



CONDITION 
[Jl Excellent 

lCJ Altered 

0 Good O Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unchered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ <D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

~· lf/j 
· ... ··· ... 

0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Check One) 

0 Moved (JI Original Site 

BELLEVUE is a stuccoec brick hou~e of two storeys, five bays ~n length 

with a gable roof. Ih pr:incipal front f•ces we"Jt, although it~ nresent 

entrance is through its east rP-caae. A stuccoed two storey wing, four bays 

in length, added in recent ye"'rs, extends e2sterly t•rom the north errl of the 

original structure. A one ~torey shed-roofed ~orch shelters the east ent-

ranee, and a one storey, hipped roof porch, now glazed, extends in front of 

the three center b•~ or the hou3e on the west front. An external single-

flue chimney rise3 at each g~ble end, probBbly replacing original flush end 

chimneys whic~ remain through the house internally. 

The east and west entrances in the center bay have transoms and sioe-

m 
m 

z 
lights, the latter consisting of narrow sliding sash vindovs. These doors, "' 

and other interior doors, consist of two tsll panels extending the full 

height of the door. First '3torey windows or the west front, and end w::ndow 

WMt or the chimneys, extend ne!iirly to the floor, with 9/9 sash. Second 

-t 
::a 
c: 
n 
-t 

storey 'Window~ u·e o/6. The ea ~t facade has rut one windov, above the door- o 
z 

way. Louvred blinds flank all winaows. 

The east ind west entrances open into • center hall; the open stair-

way to the second floor is in a secondary hall along the ea3t exterior wall 

of the house, nort.n or the center hall. A 9!11aller room, !limilar in size to 

the stair hall, is opnosite the latter, south of the center hall. A single 

larger roan flanks either side of ~ne center hall, facing the west front. 

In the second storey, a hall extends along the re~r (e~<3t) side of the house 

with three rooms, corresponding to the rooms and center hall below, opening 

from it; a small room is at the end of the hall, in the soutnYest corner of 

the house. 

(continued) 



:z 
0 

PERIOO (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPEC I Fl c DAT E(Sl (lf Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Educati an 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

D Historic D Industry 

~ Agriculture D Invention 

~ Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

JC] 19th Century 

Political 

Reli9ion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specl ty) 

Bellevue, loc?ted on the e~~t sice of Mantua Mill Road, was built as 

a substantial farm.hou'e of the mid-19th century - tradition~l in its basic 

form, with touches of c~ntemoorsry ~tyle, in its detailing, much of which 

remains unaltered. 

The 1-nd on which Bellevue i~ ~ituated was in the central p•rt of 

Nicholson'' Manor, •lotted to Roger Boyce. It W•s purcha3ed in 1760 by 

John Gill, son of an English immigrant, Stephen Gill, who had settled in 

:z •The Forest" near St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Garrison, about sixty years 

earlier. John Gill married Mary Rogers, daughter of Nicholas Rogers and 

w sister of Col. Nicholas Rogere who di.gtinguished him!!Self as a soldier in 

the American Revolution under Baron DeKalb. 

It is unlikely that the Gills lived at this location. The fann was 

left to John Gill, Jr. and although he had some improvrovements, the 1783 

tax assessment and 1798 Federal Direct tax showing thus, architectural 

examinatfon of Bellevue fails to uncover any portion so early in date. 

There is, however, a po~sibility that the pre3ent structure W•s built over 

the founcations of a 20' by 24' one storey brick kitchen, li~ted in the 

179'3 tax, for the unfinished cellar under the north room of the house 

measures ne2rly the same. 

The property remained in the Gill family until 1821 when it was sold 

\COnlilllUed) 

Ps-7011 
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rts. ~JOR'••&Ll0GRAPH1CAL REFSR(:MC!S ... .. _.,.,, .. , .• ... 

"'.··::::=: • .::::~: .. 
•.· 

.. . ,, .. ·.·.· . 

Feder•l Direct Tax As!e!sment of 1798. 

Baltimore County Tax A!3essments: 1783, 1823, lg'76. 

Circuit Court of B"'ltimore County Equity Liber 122 folio 574, etc. 

Will of John Gill: 'Will Book 5 folio 467, Hall of Records. 

Will of N. Rufus Gill: Will Book BES 97 folio 12, Baltimore City Courthouse. 
( ,.~..,+.~ n., .. .,~, 

f 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
I~ ·-LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDIN/lr.TES 

DEFININCO A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES --
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE ~ATITUDE LONGITUDE -

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Sec.,nds 
0 . 0 . 0 . 0 " 

I NW 

NE 0 . 0 " 
SE 0 . 0 . 
'"" 

Q . 0 . f 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 36 acres ~ 

Acreage Justification· . 

I 

I 
I 

VlL FORM PREPARED BY ;:,:>:::., ..• i 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Catherine F. Black and James T. Woll on, Jr. A~ 
ORGANIZATION 

'DATE 

Worthington Valley Hi~torical District Project Jan. 1. 1976 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

1114 Bellemare Road 
CITY OR TOWN' 'STATE I Baltimore Ms:iT'VJanA 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
-
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Continuation Sheet 

Question 7 

BELLEVUE 
Worthington Valley 

Historical Di,trict 

First floor door architraves consi~t of moUlaed n11~~ters supporting a 

frieze anc flat cornice. Window ann all,econa floor architraves e:vtenc around 

openings, forming a 'hallow pediment. Newels of the stair are moderately heavy, 

turnec, and 'upport • ne•rly-round rail, further "'1pported by r~ct•ngular b~l­

u't~r,. An intermediate l•nning is at mid-storey height. The hall and north 

room, fir~t 'torey, h•s a nla~ter cornice. The snu~h room, fir~t storey, has a 

mantel with plain pilasters supporting frieze and shelf. A painted slate mantel 

is in the room above. 

The attic, accessible by a 'traight, enclosed stair above the center hall, 

has been finished ~-n drywall, so rffters are not in view. It is lighted by a 

small pair of 8rched windo\ls in the south g:i:ble end, and by a pair of small rec-

tangul~r i.rindolor.! in the north. 

The unfinished cellar, accessible by an enclosed stair beneath the prin-

cipal stairc~se, ext~nds beneath the north room only, suggesting the possibility 

that it predl!'tM the visible ~tructure above. Its inside d5memlions are approx-

imately 17 by 22! feet (which would m3ke exterior dimensions approximately 20 by 

25t feet). Hewn joists suoport mo~t of the fir't floor although sa\om joiqts 

support the floor of the center hall. 

A square dairy house stands southwe~t of the house, constructed or stone, 

stuccoed in imitation or ashl•r; the floor is a few steps below grade. The roof 

is pyrPmidal in shape, topped with a ~all square louvred cupola, itself with a 

pyramidal roof with a square, pointed finial. The single survivor of the many 

outbuildings which once supported all farms, illustrates how an otherwise util-

itarian structure can be made a decorative element. 

The basic fonn of the house is traditional but the consistent detailing 

throughout the house suggests a con~truction date of about ig40. 



Continuation Sheet - 2 

BELLEVUE 
Worthington Valley 

Hi,torical Di,trict 

Question g 

to Walter Worthjngton, the owner of Shawan, who, in turn, deeded it immedi•tely 

to hi' son, John Tolley Hood Worthington. The latter was a Democratic Represent-

tative to Congress and, 1crora~ng to the 1~3 tax assesement, he hid not yet im-

proved this land. 

In 1B41, Worthington sold the Bellevue farm to John Tolley Johns and :it 

wa~ then left to John T. John,, a nephew, whose home was ~t Dover. The death 

of the second John T. Johns, a bachelor, brought about litigation over his 11rge 

real estate holdings and resulted in th• sale in 1889 of Bellevue to Nicholas 

Rufus Gill. An ad for the public sale de3cribes the property as containing 

•300 acres, principally meadows •••• improved by a large brick dwelling, stone ten-

ant house, with barns and outbuildings.ff Specific mention was made of good lime 

on the place. (1) 

Nicholas Rufus Gill h11d bMn born in 1833 to George W. Gill and his wife, 

Rebecca Ensor, at their home in the Yestern Run Valley. He ~tudied at Harvard Law 

School and returned to Baltimore City to open a law office. He was electec to the 

City Council three times and served as its president twice. The Bellevue est~te 

was left to his son, Nicholu, •t his death in 1905 snd sub"!equently sold to 

"?ederal Judge Will-I am C. Coleman and later to the ,Tenkins famHy, the preMnt ownere. 

Que~tion 9 

(1) Ad taken from Circuit Court of Balti.more County Equity 

Liber 122 folio 574 

Baltimore: Its Hi~tory and It~ People. (Le\.71~ Hi"ltoricf'l Pub. Co. N.Y., 
Chicago. 1912) v.2 P. 3S9-90 

Biographical Cyclopedia or Dbtj ngui shed Men of Maryland anc th~ Dl_~tr'!.ct 
of Go!thribia. (Baltimore, i!f>9). P. 20S 

Steiner, Bernard C. Men of Mark in Maryland. v.2 {Washington D.C. 1907). 
P.253-61 
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