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C OMMON::

Bellevue

AND/OR HISTORIC:

{2. LOCATION -

gl L

STREET AND NUMBER:

Mantus Mill Road north of Geist Road

CiTY OR TOWN:

Glymdon
STATE COUNTY:
Msryland Beltimore
(3 CLASSIFICATION e o
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
W STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
{1 District 7] Building O Public Public Acquisition: K] Oceupied Yes:
[J Site B0 Structure Private {3 In Process O Unoceupied [ Restricted
[ Object ] Both ] Being Considered [ Preservation work O Unrestricted
in progress (3 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

O Agricultural {0 Government O Park ] Transportation (0 Comments
[ Commercial O industrial &) Private Residence [0 Other (Specity)

(1) Educational O Militery [ Religious

[ Entertainment {J Museum [T Scientific

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

[ SRS
SWNER'S NAME:

Charles F, Jenkins

STREET AND NUMBER:

Bellevue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Glyndon Maryland
{5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION T
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Baltimore County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
Washington Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Marylsnd

N EXISTING SURVEYS

E OF SURVEY:

None
DATE OF SURVEY: {T1 Federal [ State [ County [ Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Ps -709



7. DESCRIFTION

(Check On.a; o
CONDITION @ Excellent [:]‘Good O Fair [ Deteriorated [ Ruins 7] ‘Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
X} Altered 0 Unclrered (3 Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

BELLEVUE is a stuccoed brick house of two storeys, five bays in length
with a gable roof, Its principsl front fsces west, although its nresent
entrance is through its east tecade, A stuccoed two storey wing, four bays
in length, added in rscent ye=rs, extends easterly from the north end of the
original structure, A one storey shed-roofed norch shelters the sast ent-
rance, and & one storey, hipped roof porch, now glazed, extends in front of
the three center bays ot the house on the west front. An external single-
flue chimney rises st each gsble end, probably replacing original flush end
chimneys which remain through the house internslly,

The east and west entrances in the center bay have transoms and sicde-
lights, the latter consisting of narrow sliding sash windows. These doors,
and other interior doors, consist of two tall psnels extanding the full
height of the door, First storey windows of the west front, snd end windows
west or' the chimneys, extend nearly to the floor, with 9/9 sash, Second
storey windows are 6/6, The east facade has tut one window, above the door=-
way. Louvred blinds flank all winaows.

The east and west entrancés open into a center hall; the open stair-

way to the sacond floor is in a secondary ha2ll along the east exterior wall
of the house, north ot the center hail. A smallér room, similar in size to
the stair hall, is opnosite the iatter, south of the center hall.t A single
larger room flanks either side of tne center hall, facing the west front,
In the second storey, a hall extends slong the reasr (esst) side of the house
with three rooms, corresponding to the rooms and center hall below, opening
from it; a small room is at the end of the hall, in the southwest corner of
the house,

(continueq)
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

SN 1113

GNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Pre-Columbian O] 16th Century [ 18th Century {J 20th Century
{3 15th Century [3 17+h Century K] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [] Edueation 0] Politieal 0J Urban Plonning
O Prehisteric [ Engineering [T] Religion/Phi. [ Other (Specity)
T Historic O Industry losophy

X Agriculture [ Invention ] Science

Architecture [ Landscaope O Sculpture

1 Aer Architecture O Social/Human-

[0 Commerce [0 Literature itarian

] Communications O Military 3 Theoter

[ Conservation [ Music [J Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bellevue, loczted on the es3t side of Mantua Mill Road, was built as
a substantial famhouse of the mid-19th century - trsditionsl in its basic
form, with touches of cﬁntemnorsry style, in its detsiling, much of which
remains unaltered,

The land on which Bellevue is situzted was in the central psrt of
Nicholson's Manor, alotted to Roger Boyce, It wss purchssed in 1760 by
John Gill, son of an English immigrant, Stephen Gill, who had settled in
"The Foresi" near St. Thomas Bpiscopal Church, Garrison, about sixty years
earlier, John Gill married Mary Rogers, dsughter of Nicholas Rogers and
sister of Col, Nicholss Rogers who distinguished himself as a soldier in
the American Revolution under Baron DeKalb,

It is unlikely thet the Gills lived at this location. The farm was
left to John Gill, Jr. and although he had some improvrovements, the 1733
tax assessment and 1798 Federal Direct tax showing thus, architectural
examination of Bellevue fails to uncover any portion so early in date,
There is, however, a possibility that the present structure wss built over
the foundations of a 20' by 24' one storey brick kitchen, listed in the
1798 tax, for the unfinished cellar under the north room of the house
measures nesrly the ssme,

The property remained in the Gill family until 1821 when it was sold

{contTnued)
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IOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ~  — = .

Pedersl Direct Tax Assessment of 1798,
Baltimore County Tax Assessments: 1733, 1823, 1376,
Circuit Court of Bsltimore County Equity Liber 122 folio 574, etc.

Will of John Gill: Will Book 5 folio 467, Hall of Records.

(oontﬁ nued ,l

Will of N. Rufus Gill: Will Book BES 97 folio 12, Baltimore City Courthouse,

[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

]

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE proPeERTY |O DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ' - ° ’ - o f - ° ' -
NE o - (-] ’ »
SE [+] v - (-3 s »
SW -} ’ » [} ’ - ,"
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 36 acres .‘t

‘Acreage Justification:

|

11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Catherine F. Black and James T, Wollon, Jr. AIA

ORGANIZATION DATE

Worthington Valley Historical District Project Jsn, 1, 1976

STREET AND NUMBER:

111 Bellemore Road

CITY CR TOWNN: STATE

Baltimore Maryland

82 - . . .
‘State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [T] State [} Local (7]

Signature
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BELLEVUE
Worthington Valley
Historical District
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Continuation Sheet Wy ///_,

Question 7

Pirst floor door architraves consist of moulded pilssters supporting a
frieze and flat cornice, Window snd all.scond floor architraves extend around
openings, forming a shallow pediment., Newels of the stzir are moderately heasvy,
turned, and support 2 nesrly-round rail, further supported by rsctangulsr bal-
ustars, An intermediate landing is at mid-storey height, The hall and north
room, first storey, has a vlaster cornice, The south room, first storey, has a
mentel with plain pilasters supporting frieze and shelf, A painted slate mantel

is in the room above,

The attic, accessible by s straight, enclosed stair above the center hall,
has been finished ‘n drywsll, so refters are not in view, It is lighted by a
small pair of srched windows in the south gzble end, and by a2 psir of small rec-

tangular windows in the north,

The unfinished cellar, accessible by an enclossd stair beneath the prin-
cipsl staircase, extemnds benesth the north room only, suggesting the possibility
that it predstes the visible structure above, Its inside dimensions sre spprox-
imately 17 by 223 feet (which would make exterior dimensions approximately 20 by
254 feet), Hewn joists suvport most of the first floor although sawn joists
support the floor of the center hall,

A square dairy house stsnds southwest of the house, constructed of stone,
stuccoed in imitation of ashlsr; the floor is a few steps below grade. The roof
is pyrsmidal in shape, topped with a small square louvred cupola, itself with a
pyramidel roof with 8 square, pointed finiszl, The single survivor of the msny
outbuildings which once supported all farms, illustrates how an otherwise util-
itarian structurs csn be made a decoretive element,

The basic form of the house is traditional but the consistent detailing

throughout the house suggests a construction date of about 1840,
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Question 8

to Walter Worthington, the owner of Shawan, who, in turn, deeded it immedistely
to his son, John Tolley Hood Worthington., The latter was a Democratic Represent-
tative to Congress and, scrording to the 1923 tax sssessment, he had not yet im-
proved this land.

In 1841, Worthington sold the Bellevue farm to John Tolley Johns and it
was then left to John T, Johns, a nephew, whose home was 2zt Dover, The death
of the second John T, Johns, a bachelor, brought about litigstion over his large
real estste holdings and resulted in the sale in 1889 of Bellevue to Nicholas
Rufus Gill., An ad for the public sale describes the property as containing
"300 acres, principally meadows....improved by a lsrge brick dwelling, stone ten-
ant house, with barns and outbuildings."™ Specific mention wgs made of good lime
on the placs, (1)

Nicholas Rufus Gill hed been born in 1832 to George W, Gill and his wife,
Rebecca Ensor, at their home in the Western Run Valley, He studied at Harvsrd Law
School and returned to Baltimore City to open a law office, He was elected to the
City Council three times and served ss its president twice., The Bellevue astste
was left to his son, WNicholas, at his death in 1905 and subsequently sold to
Federsl Judge Willtam C, Colsman and later to the Jenkins family, the present owners,

(1) Ad taken from Circuit Court of Baltimore County Equity
Liber 122 folio 574

Question 9

Baltimore: ITts History and Its People. (Lewis Wistoricrl Pub, Co. N,Y.,
Chicago. 1912) v,?2 P, 3%9-90

Biographicsl Cyclopedia of Distinguished Men of Maryland and ths District
of” UoTumbIa, (BaltTmore, 1379). P, 208

Steiner, Bernard C. Men of Mark in Maryland. v.2 (Washington D.C. 1907).
P.258-61
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