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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

BA-1114 

ll/NAM~ 
.. · . \ . 

.. .. ... ... . .. 
. . . 

COMMON• 

Cettage er Welc•• Here 

AN 0/ OR HlSTORI C: 

Bl.••sburJ 
12. LOCATION .. . 

+ .. 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

T - ~.ii 
. 

-~ im+..1er Raalli 

CITY OR TOWN:-

GlVllde• 
5TATE I COUNTY: 

M•!',llaiul Baltill•r• 

ll. CLASSIFICATtON :: .·:•:.:• ...... 
•· 

... •: ·:·.:. :.· .. · :··· 
.. 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Di 1tri ct xi Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: ~ Occupied Yea: 

0 Site 0 Structure [JI Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

D Obie ct 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progre11 ~ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More .,., Approprfste) 

D Agricultural 0 Government D Park D Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial [JI Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Ed.,cationol D Military 0 Religious 

D Entertainment D Museum D Scientific 

t•. QWNJ;R OF PRPPERTY ·. ... •:·· .· .. : ... ·::... .... .. .. . .. . ..... :\ ... · /): . 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Dm.vii Le• Br eeks 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

W.lcme Here 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

I sTATEMarylani 
GlJncl•• 21071 

1s. LoCA1'10H OF l.~GAi?'DESCRIPTION .... :: •.\•:/:• ')t ··c:; ·:.::··:<:'.::' .:•.jV,,~ 
COURTHOUSE, RE<OISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Baltimere Ceuat;y Ceurtkeuse 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Washingtea Avenue 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

Tews•• Marylaai 21204 
Title Reference of Curr 0 n+- n1::u:•n (Bnnlr & Pt'T - :i \ ! 'iW! 1n7 

~*~> il~f.~~$1:Mt!.!t~ tN JSXtSTlHQ ~QRVEY$ 
.. ..• •· . ··><.>; ·:·:·:···\ .., ...... :•:•./: .. {/),;(;• 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SUR',rE'f: D Federal D State D County D Local 
bEPOS!TORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: ISTATE: 

PS - 709 



17. PflSCRIF'TfON 

0 Good 
1--------

[}: Excellent 0 Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

[la Altered 0 Unc ltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT. •o ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 

(Check One) 

0 Moved XJ Original Site 

W.lceme Her• is a twe sterey brick aeus•, feur bays in length, with a 

gable reof •ni a single f'l.usa clrlmm.ey at each •••; it faces east. A later 

twe sterey brick rear wiag ext.ads te the west frem the seutll end, tare• baJ~ 

ia length; tll• tw. easterly bays (:aearest the main heuse) are shallewer 

thaa the we~terly bay, the •iffereac• i• ieptk allewiag.• shallew perca at 

beth fleer levels. A chimll•y rises at tke reef riege betwe•• tk• miijle aai 

west bays er the rear wb.g, ••ti a small belfry is mouatei •• the reef at tat 

•%!tr«n• west end. A ••• sterey aipped reef' •nclesei perca exteads acress Vt 

tJae west encl er the villg, ani a frame, it sterey gambrel reef' wim.g et 

twe•tietlt. century ceastructi•• exteais aertaerly from ta• west ••i er tne 

m 
m 

z 
rear wiage A ••• sterey pertice ef tweatieta ceatury eoastro.ctiea shelters Vt 

the principal eatrance, i• the aext bay aertk er th• maia aeus•'• mi•-peiat. 

Tv9 pairs ef' sqllBr• cel'Ullllls suppert tae pertice, tae ceiling ani t,apaaua 

-f 

::a 
c: 
n 

.r which is saapetl te • Pall•liian :metif. TD.• perch is saict te fellew ta• -f 

.utlia• ef th• erigiaal, iiscevered wllen a ••• sterey, aippei r .. r percll, 

wkica exteadei clear •cress ta• east treat, was remevei. 

Tll• maia aeuse measures ap~roximately 26 by 48 feet, exactly cerres

peaiiag te the dimensi••s cit~• fer a aeuse •• this preperty iB. tae 179S 

P"eieral Direct Tax receru; it ws probebl7 built ill the late eig}lteeatll 

century. Tia• rear v1ag appears te aav• bee• adaei ia th• last ult ef tll• 

aiaeteeatk century. 

Tlle east ••d west facaies ef the mai• lleuse are laii in l"l.emisa beai, 

witll cleeers at tae ceraerse Rubbed brick jack arcaes, nearly twe bricks 

ia lleight, suppert masenry abeve the 12/8 first sterey viade'WB, while a 

rewleck course is abeve tne 9/6 secen• sterey windews. Elli walls are laii 

(Centinued) 
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/!X - :1 /l 

PERIOO (Checlc One or More a• Appropriate) 

0 Pra-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Cantury 0 17th Century 

SPEC I Fl c D• T EIS) (It Applicable and Known) 

•RE•S OF SIGNIFIC ... NCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 p,.historic 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

~ Agriculture D Invention 

~ Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications O Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

ST•TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

D 
0 
0 

0 
0 

~ 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losaphy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human-

itorion 

Theater 

Transportation 

~ 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

T1lis is ene of the eBrliest h•uses remailliag in tne Vertaiagte• Vall~r 

ani, like the other brick aeuses •f it• perie«, a censcieus imitati~D er ta• 

:z early TidevRter Maryland style er building. I• particular, Welc .. e Here 
0 

1-

u 
::::> 

~ 

vas intenaei te be a gracieus seat ef a ceuatry gentleman. 

Since tae 1?98 Federal Direct Tax and th• 1783 tax asse!l'llent list 

tlais heuse ia exact detail, it is evident tnat tae builder was Rev. Themas 

1- Craieck whe prucllased the lane in 1761e It was inteadei te be the amn• ef 

z llis sea, Dr. Jelm. Cracleck, vhe lud marriea Ana• Werthillgtea, daughter et 

Jehn ani Mary Ted.a Werthingten. Dr. Cradeck was active ill tlle Americaa 
w 
w Revelutiea aad was a member ef the C9lllDlittee ef Observati•• fr.m 1774 te 17'5. 

P'ellewing Dr. Cradeck 's ieatlt and that er his vi.fe, Velceme Here was 

seld te Jehn Tell•y Werthingtea (1909) whe lived at Mentmerenci. Several 

alteratieas te the h•use .-ppear te have take• place iuri11g this periej: a 

aev kitchen replaced the ~t•Jie en• mentii;nei in the 179S tax, and pessibly 

tae reef was raisei. Undeubtealy the preperty was re•tei eut by WertkingteJJ 

befer• it passea, threugh 1n1leritance, iate tae Leve family. 

In. 1847, Rebert H. Leve selcl t'he hlluse and it subsequently came iat. 

the hanis ef the Geist family wne were a large family netei especially as 

leaiers ef a small Mennenite greup in the viciJaity. 

The heuse vas resterH. by Mr. and Mrs. Charles V. Williams whe e'WJlei 

(centiaued} 
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J'JJ.~~Oit'&t&L.:10GRAPtUCAL REFERfNCES . 't' • < .... :·, / '\·•······· ' . 

.··'..' •·.·.· .. · . 
.. . . . ·.: ··:::: ·---~-~· :.:· _::..;.:- __ ; 

Kl.tier, William V•ss, III. "Ble911lsbury", A Crad.eck Reuse ia tlle \lerthiagten 
Valley", Ma gland Hi"'t•rieal Magaziae, v.53 (1958) 

!798 Felieral Direct Tax 

1783 Baltimere Ceu..ty Tax Assessmeat 

[lo. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA --I --LATITUDE AND L..ONGIT:.JOE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDIN/ltTES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF I. PROP~ 
R OF LESS THAN TEN 1.CRES 

CORNER LA. TITU DE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG1TUDE i 
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds i NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . I 

I 

I 
NE 0 . 0 . 

I SE 0 . 0 . 
I <;w Q . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 126 acres 

Acreage Justification: 

I 

- .. 
[l L FORM PREP-'REO BY •· .. ........ .... ····· ..... ·• 

NAME AND TITLE· 

Catheria• F. Black anj James T. Wellen, Jr. AIA 
ORGANIZATION 

IOI.TE 

Werthiagten Valley Histerie Distric Preject J••· 1.. 1976 
STREET A.ND NUM_BER: 

1114 Bellem.•r• R••• 
CITY OR TOWN: /STATE I Bal time re Marvlanli 21210 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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CentiJluati•• Sheet 

'WELCCME HERE 
Werthingt•n Valley 

Histerical District 

in cei1nen bead, with every feurth. course headers; winliev jack arches ere ••• brick 

in Jaeight. Tlae rear wing is ef cmunen bend, with every sixth ceurse headers. 

Wia•ew f'ra:m.es tltrnugbeut are ef narrew, beaded-elge material. Tll• main heuse has 

a vi~e weed cernice, with a rake cornice ane hlld e~ve returns te matck; th• rear 

wiag has a cerbeled brick c•rnice. The west facade ef the main aeuse had fenes-

tratien similar te the east, partially blecked by the later reer wing; parts er 

eriginal jack arches may be seen beside the rear wing's nerth 'Wllll. 

h the pr:tacipal entrance deuble Eloer9, tegether f9rmi.ng six panels in the 

cenventienal arrangement, epen inte a threugh-nall, centailling a medern, epea stair-

case which rises, with intermediate laniiags, te tae secend, and tltence enclesei te 

the attic fleers. 'l'llle aeer panels aave sltallew raises, wita early aineteeath century 

meuliings;:a five ligat trans9111 extends acress above thmn.. The three fully-raise« 

panels er ee.ch jamb extend te the head, UBrelated te the deers and the trans9111.. 

A single large romn eccupi.es the tw bays south ef the entrance hall, wit"h a 

paneled (seuta) end wall. The wall dividing this r•em frem the hall is ef masonry. 

North er the hall i• a•otller single r(\em, extending the f'ull ipth er tla• heuse, witk 

a fireplace centered in its north wall. In tae cellar, aewever, the archei feunaa-

ti••s fer a pair of corner chi~aeys iadicate that tve ro9Ills oaee eceupied the nerta-

erl1 bays. Except fer portions ef the panelei roem one te the south, paneled jambs 

•f a deerwey le•iing t• the rear ving, and tke freat entrance elements, •• early, 

er eriginal, elements of finished verk remain exposei to view, and prt1tbably oal::r 

tke maseary partition remains in its eriginal lecatien. Walls and ceilings are 

plast~red, and tho fl.oers are finished i• narrev-widtn oak. Trim is plain. 

A wide, oliptically-archod fireplace of eriginal censtruction is centered ia 



Centinuatiea Sa••t - 2 

WELCCME HERE 
Werthingt•n Valley 

HiJterical District 

!3<-"''..: 

ta• seuth wall ef the seuth reem. The entire wall is finished i• paneling, tke 

panel raises slightly ferward ef ta• stile and rail plane and edged vitlt an evele 

prefile. Tk• space •ast ef the chimney is filled with an arched cupbeara; rebates 

indicate that the cupbeari w~s enclesed with an upner and a lever pair ef deers, 

aew remev•d. Scr•ll•d sh•lves, a semi-circular back, reeded pilasters, an arcaei 

backband and a carved weeden keysteae are medern embellismnents. Tlle viJldev \lest 

ef the chimney breast has been enframed vita arched paneling ef recent c~nstructie•, 

vith small cupbeards vithiB the v:inaew jambs, matching tae eriginal cupbeari te the 

east. The cernice, with its dentils and medilliens, is ef recent censtructien. 

In tae cellar, the space beneata the cupbeara e2st ef the fireplace is fillei 

with a mes~nry arch er vault; the arched supperts fer the fermer pair ef cer••r 

fireplaces abeve, in the aerth end, has beea noted above. Original first fleer 

structure is visible frem the cellar. 

TR• attic sterey was finisaea, early in the nineteenta century, vita lathe 

and plaster, the fermer being hand-split, fasteaea vith cut nails. 'l")ae keVJl 

rafters are half-lappee and pegged at tne riage, and the c•llar beams are deve

tail•i with tae rafters ani fastened with large wreught-ir•• ••ils. 

Next te the mai• keuse, ia the fir~t sterey, th• first re9111. ef the wing aas 

a small fireplace vita a plaia pilagtered mantel; a winding stairway nerth ef tae 

ckim••Y e-vtends te th• seceai fleer aai frea thence te the attic. In the kitch••, 

tke westerly ream er the wiag, the cbilliae7 viiens t• ferm what appears te be a 

raage enclesure. 

II ta• attic ef tke rear wing, slim leg rafters are aiterei agaiast a 

aarrew ridge beard, ani a layer ef mertar cevers ta• attic fleer. The uniersiies 

er the attic fleer bearis are vhitew~shed, as are the jeists, iadicating that the7 



Centi11U11ti•• Sheet - 3 

WLC™E HERE 
Werthingten Valley 

Histerical Di~trict 

vere expese~ in the re91!ls belev. 

Tb.e attic et the rear wi.ng has sealed and pre~ervel several early features 

ef ta• maiA h•use, iacluding: 

Questien S 

yellev-cream vash •• the walls, ••t unlike 
th• preqent c•ler 

ga•st et tae •riginal cel'llic•, altheugn, ua:f'ertunately, 
•••• et its meulied v••• elem.eats 

a hand-made vreugat-ir•• nail vhieh ••c• fastenee 
tlle coraice seffit 

aeles ia prejectiag jeist enas fer etaer eeraic• members 

tae h••e ef a s•e•n• fleer 'W':i.niev in place, abeve th• 
'W':i.ag•s attic fleer, eeasistiag ef • aeavy ••k 
frame, pegged at the ceraers, its iaaer edge beadei, 
vita an applied backhand again~t ta• maseary (all 
~aaracteristie ef tne late-eighteenth century iat• 
fer this heuse, unlike tk• existing nineteeata century 
viileev frames threugaeut) 

fragm.eats ef paneling and ether trim, in sterage er 
abanden.ed 

it betveaa 1944 ane 1963. 

Cenceraing the n.me, the Cradecks evidently callei their estate 

'Bleemsbury•; he'W9ver, when ~•hn Telley Werthingtea purcha3ea the preperty, 

he had it surveyee •leng vi.th certain adjeiaing parcels ef land and patentei 

the 'Wltel• RS •cettage er Welc•m• Here•. (1) 

(1) Patent Liber nr IC felie 631, January 3, 18'1:8. 
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