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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the

BA-1125

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

Msatua Farm

AND/OR HISTORIC:

{2. LOCATION

STREET ANDC NUMBER:

Seuthweast side eof Mantua M1l1l Read

CITY OR TOWN:

Glymden
STATE COUNTY:
Maryland Baltimere
[3. CLASSIFICATION B L
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
WNER P STATUS
(Check Cne) OWNERSHI TO THE PUBLIC
{3 District X] Building [ Public Public Acquisition: [X Occupied Yes:
O Site 3 Structure Private 1 In Process (] Unoccupied [ Restricted
[ Object O Both [J Being Considered {Q Preservation work 0 Unrestricted
in progress X1 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[J Transportation
] Other (Specity)

] Comments

X Agricultural ] Government 3 Park

] Commercial 5 Industrial K] Private Residence
[[] Educational M M”Hory 3 Religious

[ Entertcinment T Museum

O Scientific

14, OWNER OF PROPERTY

BWNER'S NAME:

Edith B, Bensal

STREET AND NUMBER:

Mantua Farm

CITY OR TOWN:

Glynden

[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Baltimere Ceunty Ceurtheuse

STREET AND NUMBER:

Washingten Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:
Tewson

STATE

Maryland 21204

Title Reference of Cur

RESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS
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TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: {T] Federal ] Stote [J County 1 Local
DEPOSIYORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
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7. BESCRIATION

(Check One)
CONDITION @ Excellent [_—_]dGood [ Foir [0 Deteriorated [ Ruins [3 ‘Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
£ Altered O Uncitered J Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

MANTUA FARM is a stene heuse of twe ard eme-half stereys, twe bays im
length, its primcipal frent te the east, with a frame wing te the seuth, twe
stereys im height, three bays in length, Beth ef these sectiems have gable
reefs, and the similsrity ir their Greek-revival detailing as well as in
such censtructien items as nails suggests beth sectiens were buillt st abeut
the ssme time, ca, 130, The frame wing has me nerth wsll (ner has it a
nerth feundstiem wall), sugge-<timg it was constructed im sequemce after the
stene sectien,

A twe sterey, three bay wing ef stucceed cencrete bleck, scered in
imitatien of ashlar, was added te the nerth in 1937, and a frame, twe storo%,
eme bay extensien was ad’ed at the seuth emd in 1933, Earlier im the twen-
tieth century, a eme bay square, tvwe sterey shed reefed additiem was added
behing the frame seuth wing,

The stene pertiem ef Mantusa Farm is taller thar mest heuses eof this
regien, and mere impressive, Origirally, stucce cevered the walls, but it
has been remeved frem the primcipal facade. The primcips) entrance is
threugh the nertherly bay, and censists ef deuble desrs, paneled, with
pyranid raises, flanked by Deric engaged celumns suppertimg am entablature
which extends ever flanking sidelights which sre marrew sliding sash win-
devs, the muntins ef which describe, alternately, circles and cencave dis-
merds, The entire entrance feature is surreunded with simple trim suggest-
ive of Deriec pilesters and entablature, A similer feature embellishes the
west deer directly threugh the heuse, with the engaged celumms emitted, Inm
the seutherly bay ef beth facades is a three-part windew censisting ef a
6/6 windew flanked by 2/2 windews, the euter enes being eme~-third the width

(centinued)
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B STGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
7] Pre-Columbian J 16th Century {1 18th Century X 20th Century
[ 15th Century {3 17th Century X 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Appl'icable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) . L. .
" "{J Urban Planning

Abor iginal ) {3 Education {0 Political
] Prehistoric [ Engineering . [ Religion/Phi- {3 Other (Specity)
[ Historic 3 !Industry losophy

= Agricu}hm [1 Invention ] Science

b 4| Architecture »E'] La;-;sc;np.c". i 6 ’Scu;|;?ur~0. T

O Arer Architecture 3 Social/Human-

] Commerce 3 Literature itarian

O Communications O] Military ] Theater

[ Conservation O Music [ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mantua Farm, situated em the seuthwest side ef Mantua Mill Read, was
the dwellimg of a successful busimessmar and farmer, It is distinguished
by its stremg Greek Revival style and its impesimg appsarance,

The heuse was built em part ef the Briam Philpet, Jr. preperty,
acquired at the time Nichelsem's Mamer was purchased and divided im 1757,
Architecturally, it fits imte the peried ef the 1840's and thus it was
prebably built fer Jekm Philpet, the sen ef Briam Philpet, Jr. Jehn Philpﬂt
married his ceusim, Susan Stewart, He studied law and made his heme at
Manrtus Farm enly briefly befere mevimg imte Baltimere City, Im 1872, the
preperty came inte the hands ef the Gill family whe had settled the ares
befere 1300 and ewned land en the eppesite side ef Mantus Mill Read,
Geerge Washingtem Gill left the Mamtua Farm te his sem, Andrew, whe was thd
manager of Johm Telley Jehms'! vast real estate and am officel of the Md,
Penitentiary in the late 19th century, Fellewing the first Werld War, the
farm was seld te the William Vess Elder family and subsequently te the

Bensals,

ps~709
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(IOR BIBLIDGRAPHICAL REFERENCES . 7

Baltimere Ceunty Tax Assessmemts: 1876, 1896, 1911

Steimer, Bernard C., Mem of Mark im Msryland. v, 2 (Wash, D.C, 1907) p,258

Families of Baltimere.
Ch‘m“ PUbliShi‘g Ce. (N.Yo 1890). PPe 438, 9&).

Scharf, J, Themas, Histery ef Baltimere City and Baltimere Ceunty

(Philsdelphia, 1281), p, 863,
[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA S ,

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES T CATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ]
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY | O DEFINING TOHFELCEES:TTEHRAZO;:: ‘:ER‘E:F’OPERT"
R s :
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° , » ° , » o - ° , -
NE [ - o * L]
SE o ) » [ ’ »
SW - . o 1 -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: ﬂ.a acres
‘Acreage Justification:
i
1
t
1i. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:
Catherine F, Black and James T, Wellem, Jr. AIA
ORGANIZATION DATE
Werthingten Valley Histerical Distriet Preject Jan, 1, 1976

STREET AND NUMBER:

1114 Bellemere Read

CiITY OR TOWN: STATE

Baltimere Maryland 21210

T2 ) _
L;JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National (] State [} Local [

Signature
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MANTUA HODSE
Werthingten Valley
Histerical Distriet

rHA-2S
Centinustien Sheet

Questien 7

of the center eme, Weed panels extend this feature te the fleeriinme, and simp-
1ified Deric trim surreumds the whele, mearly identical te the deerway. A 6/6
windew is in each secend stersy bay (the nertherly ene ef the west facade being
related te the level of the stair 1nsidu), each surreunded with similarly simple
trim suggesting the Deric erder, A dermer with a segmentally-srched reef and
tep sash is abeve each secend sterey windew, and 2 massive stene chimmey, par-
tially prejecting frem the emd wall, rises centered at the ssuth end., The reef

is cevered with stamding seam tin,

A ene sterey perch with an extremely lew-pitched hip reer extends acress
the west fremnt, and a perch ence extensed acress the eazt fremt, me lemger in
evidence, A thres-part windevw similar te the existing was emce in the merth end
wall, mew cevered by the later wing., Shutters er blimds were ence at the windews,

nevw remeved,

The nerth wing recalis the simple Greek revival detailing ef the heuse,
especially by the three-part windew in its seutherly bay and its scered stucee,

The seuth additiem te the seuth wing capies the character ef the latter,

R vide siairmall extemds threugh the nertherly bay ef the maim heuse,
with an epen stair rising te the secend fleer in a centinueus semi-sliptical curve,
tangent te the nerth are west walls, umenclesed belew, Handrails flamk the stair-
case, but the mertherly ene steps when it tsucnes the merta wall a few steps frem
the bettem, The siim neariy-reumnd walmut rail is supperted by mederste y-sized
turned walnut mewels and reund tapered tiger maple balusters, The epem staircase
continues te the third fleer frem the secena i1n twe shert flights with am inter-

mediate landing,



MANTUA FARM
Werthimgten Valley
Mistericsl Distriet

5l 112S
Contimustien Sheet - 2

A single iarge reem is seuth ef the hall im the first sterey, while the
space abeve is divided inte twe reems, tme westerly eme eof which has beenm
further aivided te create a passage te the seuth wimg, Paneled intsrier shutters
are fitted te the thres-psrt windews, which are, like interier de.rs, trimmed
with cermer-bleck trim., The deer between the hall amd the drawing reem is new
teward the west emd«, but it was, eriginally, cemtered, The mantel in the first
sterey appears te be a replacement, im sn earlier style, with fluted pilasters,
but erigimal mantels with simple pilasters remaim in the secemd sterey, Deers

have sight pamels, leese meuldings and shallew raises,

The third sterey is finished inte twe reems, cemsisting ef a2 smaller ene
abeve the east end ef the hall, and a larger ene te its seuth., Threugh a cell-

ing hatch, the rafters are seen te be half-lapped and pegged at the ridge.

In the recess west of the chimmey breast is the deer te the seuth wing.
In the first sterey, the diming reem, mext te the stene heuse, has a mantel
with Derie pilssters, the fluted prefile reeessed, suppertimg a paneled friesze.
Deers are of eight panels, Anm enclesed secendary stair rises te the secend
fleer within the center bay ef the seuth wing, amd the seutherly bay is the cur-
rent kitchen with me peried detailing, The secemd fleer of the seuth wimg is
plainly finished, and in its unfinished a+tic the secend sterey ceiling jeists
are hewn, vhile the sawm rsfters are mitered at the ridge. The extrenely plain
character of the secemd fleer, and the mitered rafters, a late detail, suggest
that the wing may have been raised im height in the late nineteenth or early
twentieth cemtury.

Am unfimished cellar extenrds benesth the stene pertiem of the heuse, and

beneath the seutherly pertien ef the seuth wing; the twe areas are cemmscted by
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a cellar passage threugh the ample erawl svace, In the ssuth wing, first fleer
jeists abeve the cellar are straight-sawm, laid merth-seuth; abeve the crawl space,
they are legs laid east-west, a further indicatien that mere tham ene cemstrue-
tien peried might be represented im the wing, altheugh me ebvieus struetural

lines were ebserved, The everall dimensiems of the seuth wimg are, sppreximstely,

19% by 42 feet,

West of the seuth wing stends a eme sterey leg smeke heuse, with a gable

reef; its aprreximate dimensiens are 12 feet square,



