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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

BA-1125 

, .... 
,~- \. ~,, 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

M/'~AME 
COMMON: 

M••tua !"arm 
A.ND/OR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION 
,· .. · .. 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

Seut1twe~t side ef Mantua Mill Reai 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Glni•• 
STATE I COUNTY: 

Ma!,ll••cl Balt:illl•r• 

ll· CLASSIFICATION 
.. .... 

• .. ·• '.•· 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District ~ Bui I ding 0 Public Public Acquisition: ~Occupied Yea: 

0 Site 0 Structure [JI Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progre11 :fJ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •11 Appropriate) 

[% Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial D Industrial ~ Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

lo Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

t.4,. OWNER :OF PROPERTY ...... ::-..: ·.···• ... .. · ... 
. / . 

uWNER'S NAME: 

lWitll B. Bens al 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Mantua Fam 

CITY OR TOWN: I STAT;arvlaai I Gl,.._d•• 21071 
is. l.OCATIOH OF lEGA°"LDESCRIPTION 

·•.········ 
. :. •i . 

.. 
. ... :•·.o:... ··~· . ~. 

COURTHOUSE, RE<OISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Bal timer• Ceu..ty Ceurtheuse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Washin.gt•:a Avenue 

CITY OR TOWN: 

I STATE Maryland I T•V!t•Jl 21204 
Title Reference of Curr~nt- noon (Bnnk & Pa. j) : l!!IAI£ /.,.,.,. .. 

b~~ ~fi;~~~$EN't;f.j'.tQH• 1H)EXlSTlHG SURVEYS · .... . .. 
·•C ••. '/:1' '.• 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SUR'>/EY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
OEPOSl'tORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: 

I 

PS - 709 
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CONDITION 
IX! Excellent 

:rJ Altered 

0 Good 0 Foir 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deterioroted 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT. •D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

.. 

0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Check One) 

0 Moved KJ Origi.,al Site 

MANTUA P'ARM is a steae laeuse •f twe aAd •••-halt stereys, tve bays ill 

le.agth, its priacipal frent te tae •a~t, vith a frame ving te the seuth, tve 

stereys in h~ight, three bays in length. Beth •f these sectieas have gable 

reefs, a•s the similarity in their Greek-revival ietaili:ag as vell as ia 

such censtruetiea items as nails suggests beth sectiens vere built at abeut 

the same time, ca. l~O. The frame ving ltas •• nerth vall (aer has it a 

aerth feun~at~e• vall), sugge~tiag it vas censtructed in seque•ce after the 

stene sectien. 

A twe sterey, three bay 'Wing ef stueeeea e•acrete bleck, scered ia 

imitatiea ef asalar, was aadei te the n•rtn in 1937, ani a frame, twe stare,, 

eae bay exten~den ve.s acir'letl at the seuth eni in 1933. Earlier ia the tvea-

tieta ceatUJ'7, a ••• bay square, twe sterey shetl reefed •iiitiea was aaied 

behiag tne frllDl• seuth viag. 

'l'Jle sten• pertiea ef Mantua Farm is taller than mest neusas ef this 

regiea, and mere impressive. Originally, stucce cevere9 tae walls, but it 

lu.s bee• re?1eved frem the prilleipal faeaie. Ta• prilleipal entrance is 

threugh tn• aertherly bay, and ceasists er deubl• d••rs, paneled, wita 

pyramid. raises, fianked by Deric engagei eelumns sunperti:ag aa entablature 

vhicb. exte•ds ever fianld.ag sidelights which are a.arrev sliding sas'a win-

ievs, ~•• mu.ti.as ef vhich ieseribe, alternately, circles ••a ceacave dia-

meass. Th• entire •ntraace feature is surreunclei vita siaple trim. suggest-

iv• er 0.ric pilasters and entablature. A similar feature embellishes the 

vest ee•r directly threugh the heuse, with tb.e engaged eelUllUls 9111.itted. ill 

tll• seutherly bay er beth facades is a three-part viaeev censistiag er a 

6/6 viniew nanked. by 2/2 villievs, the euter •nes being •n.•-tlrlri the viith. 

(centin.uam) 
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PERIOD (Checlr One or More•• Approprl•te) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (lfAppllc•ble and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chec1r0ne orMore••.Approprlate) 
-

Abor i~inol 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

QJ: Agric_u~ture 
:cJ Architecture 

0 Att 

O Commerce 

0 Communications 

O Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 
_o 
0 

0 

0 
0 

Enain•ering 

Industry 

Invention 
. - . --· 

Landscape 

Architecture 

Literature 

Military 

Music 

.. 

0 18th Century 

QJ 19th Century 

O Political 

0 Religion/Phi-

losophy 

JJ _Sci_•ric•_ .. 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human-

itorion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

[% 20th Century 

0 .Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

t3A ·//Z~ 

Maatua Farm, situatei •• the seuthve8t sii• ef Mantua Mill Reaa, vas 

"' tne avelliag ef a successful bus1-essmaa and farmer. It is iistiaguisaei 
'Z 
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by its streag Greek Rev.ival style anti its impesiag appearaace. 

The lleuse was built •• part ef ta• Briaa Plailpet, Jr. prepert;y, 

acquirei at tll• time Nichelsea•s Maner was purchase• aaa div.iiei ia 1757. 

Architecturally, it fits iat• the periei ef the 1S40'• aai tm.is it vas 

prebabl7 built fer Jelm. Philpet, ta• sen er Briaa Philpet, Jr. Jelua Pllilptt 

marriei his ceu!ia, Susan Stevart. He stuiiei lav ani maae kis ktt11• at 

Maatua Farm enl;y briefiy befere meviag iat. Baltimere City. Ia 1S72, tlae 

preperty came iat• the kanis ef tae Gill family vhe hai settlei tae area 

befere 1800 ••" •'Wll•i lani en tae eppesit• siae er Mantua Mill Reai. 

Geerge Washingtea Gill left tae Mantua Farm te kis sea, Aairew, whe was tht 

manager ef Jen. Telley Je1uas 1 vest real estate ana aa effieal er ta• Mi. 

Peaiteatiary ia the late 19tla century. Fellewing tae first Werli War, ta• 

farm \185 selti te tae Villi.am Vess Blier famil;r ••• subsequeatly t. ta• 

Beasals. 

PS- 709 
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Bal tim.ere Ceuaty Tax Assessm.eatss 1876, 1896, 1911 

Steiaer, Beraari c., M•• er Mark i• Marzlani. v. 2 (Wash. D.C. 1907) p.25g 

Genealegx an~ Bi•gr•bj!Y ef Leaii!g Families ef Baltim.ere. 

Chapau Publishiag Ce. (N.Y. 1890). pp. 438, 900. 

Scharf, J. Themas. Histery et Baltimere City ane Baltimere Ceuaty 
(Pkila&elnhia. 1881). n. 863. 

[to. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

~
~~-~~---~~-~~~~-'-~~~~~~.-...--

LA Tl TU DE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES I LAT!TUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFIN\hlG THE CE~TER POlf'.:T OF A PROPERT'..r 

R1---~~~-~-o_F_L_E_s_s_T_H~AN~T_F_N~•~c_R~E~s~--~---
coRNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE __ ATITUDE .__ 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 • 

NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
~w Q . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED _P_R_O_P_E_R_T_Y_:~--L:¥>Z.:::":r•"-='!4 acres 

Acreage Justification: 

,.._.:....__f -------c---~--~~ 
flJ. FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Catherine F. Black aad James T. Welle•, Jr. AIA 

!
DATE 

Werthi•gt•• Valley Histerical Distrie~t~P~r~•~j~•c~t~~~~~L.....:J~a=n~·~l~-l~Q~7~6'--l 
ORGA.NI ZATION 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

1114 Bellem•r• Reaa 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Baltimere lsTATE MaMTlani 212in I 
~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State 0 Local O 

Signature 
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ef the center eae. Weei panels extend this feature te the fleerliae, ani simp

lified 0.ric trill surreuads the whele, nearly iieatical te the deervay. A 6/6 

vilaaev is in each secead sterey bay (th• aertherly ene ef the v•~t racaa• beiag 

related te ta• level ef the stair inside), each surr•UJlded with similarly simple 

trim suggesting the Deric erder. A iermer vitn a segmeatally-areaei reef ani 

tep sash is abeve each seceni sterey viaiev, aai a massive et••• chill9.ey, par-

tially prejecting rr .. ta• eai vall, rises center•• at the ssuth •••· Tke reef 

is ceverea with staaiiag seam tia. 

A ••• sterey perch vith •• extremely lev-pitcaei hip reei exteais acress 

the vest treat, ••i a perea eace •:itt.•n••• aeress the eazt freat, •• le11ger ia 

eviieace. A three-part viaiev similar te th• existi11g vas eaee ia the aerta ••• 

wll, aev ceverei by the latitr villg. Sautters er blines ve.l-e •ace at the wiaievs, 

aew remevei. 

Tke aerta ving recalls ~h• simple Greek revival ietaill.g er ta• aeuse, 

especially by the three-part winiew ia its seutaerly bay ane its scerei stucee. 

The seut~ •i•itien te the seu~h Viag e~pies tke charact~r ef the latter. 

A vii• s~airaall exteaas threugh the nertherly bay ef the main aeuse, 

v~tn an eoea stair risiag te tae seeeai fleer i• a eeat1nueus gemi-el!pt!cal curve, 

taageat te ta• ••rta ••~ we~~ valls, uaenclesed belev. Haanrails f'la».k tk• stair-

ease, but the ••rtkerly en• steps when it t.ucne~ ~•• aertn wall a fev steps rr ... 
the bettem. TA• slim near1y-r•ua• val•ut rail is suopertei bym•••r•te1y-size• 

turaea walnut aevels and reuni taperei tiger maple balusters. TA• ep•• staircase 

eeatiaues te th• third fleer tr.m ta• seceac 1• twe shert flights with •• inter-

m•iiate laneiag. 



MAll'l'UA FARM 
Werthiagte• Valley 

ttist•rical Distriet 
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A siagle iarge r•em is seuth •f the kall ia ta• first sterey, while ta• 

space abeve is diviiee iat• tve re.ms, ~•• ve'terly ••• ef vhica aas b••• 

turt-er d1V1.~•• te create a passage te the seuth vi:ag. Panelec iateri•r sJm.ttera 

are fitted te tae taree-pArt wiaie"WS, vhiea are, lik• interier ieirs, tr:!nae• 

vita ceraer-bleck trim. The ieer betveea th• aall aai the •raw1ag re .. is nev 

tevari the vest •••, but i~ VAS, erigia•lly, eeaterei. Tit• mantel in the first 

sterey appears te be a replacement, ia an earlier style, vith flute« pila,ters, 

but erigiaal mantels w1.th simple pilasters remaia in the seceaa stere:r. Deers 

aave eight paaels, 1 .. se meuliings aai sllallev raiaes. 

The thiri sterey is fiaieaei iate tve reems, ceasistiag ef a saaller ea• 

abeve the eagt eni er tk• hall, aai a larger ene te its seutk. Threugn a ceil

iag hatch, the rafters are seen te be aalf-lappei ani pegged at the ridge. 

In ta• recess we~t ef the ea1Dae7 breast is tk• d••r t• the seuth ving. 

In tae first stere7, the iiaiag r••m, ••xt te the st•n• lteuse, us a maatel 

wita Deric pilasters, the flutes prefil• r••••••i, suppertiag a paneled .fries.. 

Deers are ef eight panels. Aa eaclesei secenaary stair rises te the seceai 

.fleer withi• ta• center ba7 ef tne s•uth viag, ••• the s•utherly bay is th• cur-

re•t kitckea vi.th •• oeried detaili11g. Tlae s~c•aa fleer ef the seuta wiag is 

plai:al.7 fiaishei, ani 1.a its wlf'iaishei a+tic the secend sterey eeiliag jeists 

are aeva, while ta• sava rafters are miterei at tae r19ge. Th• extr•••l7 plaia 

caarfteter .t tke seceai fleer, anc the mitered rafters, a late ietail, suggest 

taat the viag may aave beea raisei ia aeigat ia ta• late •iaeteeatk er early 

tventieta ceatury. 

Aa Ull.fiaisbei cellar exteais beneath the stene perti•• ef ta• heuse, ••• 

beaeatk tke seutlaerly pertien ef the seuth 'Wing; the twe areas are ce ... eete• by 
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MA.NTUA HOOSE 
Werthingtea Valley 

Histerical District 

a cellar pa3SRge threugn the ample eraw1 snace. Ia the souta wing, first f'l••r 

jeists abeve ta• cellar are ~traight-sa'WJl, laii aertk-seu.ta; abeve the cravl space, 

taey are legs laii east-west, a :f"u.rtaer iniicati•• tlaat mere thaa ea• ceastruc-

ti•• periei mignt be represented ia the wiag, altaeugk •• ebYieus structural 

lines were ebserve•. Tae everall iimeasi••• ef tae seuth wiag are, appreximately, 

1<)! by 42t t'eet. 

Ve~t ef the seu.th wiag stanis a ••• sterey leg smeke heuse, vi.th a gable 

reet';·its ap~r•ximate aimens1eas are 12 t'eet aquare. 

---------------


