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.Lutheran Cemetery (Old Ge:rman Lutheran C) 

Reisterstown, Maryland 

Public Access 

The LUTHERAN CEMETERY is the earliest cemetery in Reisterstown, reflecting 

the religious affiliation of most of its founders and earliest citizens; and 

it is their final resting place. Tombstone styles followed national trends 

many of them of architectural origin, and nearly all styles are represented. 
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UN AME 
HISTORIC Lutheran Cemetery (Old German Lutheran Cemetery) 
AND/OR COMMON 

. fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Coekeys Mill Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Reisterstown VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Marzland. 
DcLAss1F1CATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC .,XOCCUPIED 

_BUILDING(S) LPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

,---- _STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

X..SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED x__ YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERT:Y 
NAME Trinity Evan. Lutheran Church 
STREET & NUMBER c/o Bev. Dixon !aste 

117 Main Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Re1sterstown, Md .- VICINITYOF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY oF DEEDS, ETC. Hall of Reco:cds 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Anna.polis 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

6th 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Baltimore 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT X.RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #: 83J-16o4 

STATE ' Zl.p code 

a:1::1:3,; 

Liber #; AL No. M 1775 
E'olio #: 501-514 also a . 

WG 173 1624-25 & 1741 266-7 

STATE 

Marz land 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FAlfl 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

'.K..UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE, __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The LUTHERAN CEMETERY is on a low rise just west of Main Street, 
surrounded by a low crumbling brick wall-laid in connnon bond. Several 
courses at the top of the wall are corbeled back as a cape Gateways 
(without iron gates) are to the north and west, the latter formerly 
giving access from the site of the church. Pilasters are at either 
side of the gates, those of the north gate having low pyramical-shaped 
brownstone caps. 

Within. the cemetery enclosure are the graves of former 
Reisterstown ci:t"Tfzen~ 1from the late. eighteenth century·-to -th1e' i>resent 
day. Ma9y stones date from the very early nineteenth centur~.And 
every style of monument is represented. Many plots have cast-iron 
fence enclosures~ 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTlFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~RELIGION 

-1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 -AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 -ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION ·_M1\.1TARY - ltSOCIAU-HUMANITARIAN 

-ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC :>.t.._1100-1799 

_1800-1899 

_1900-

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_Ek~LO~ATt0N/SETREMENT c:" .'.'..:_'PHl'L1el'5'0PHY - ' 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

.XOTHER I SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

Local history 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

The LUTHERAN CEMETERY is the earliest cemetery in Reisterstown, 
reflecting -the-·religious affiliation of most of -its, founders and 
earliest,c.itizens; and it is their final resting place. Tombstone 
styles followed natiaial trends, many of them of architectural 
origin, and nearly all styles are represented. 

It is situated on land deeded in trust to Philip Laudenslager and 
others in 1775 by John Reister I. (AL NO.M.1775:501-14). The deed read 
in part: "Being Erected with a Laudable and Pious Zeal for the Propa
gation of Christian unvaried Confession of Faith Connnonly distinguished 
by the name of Luthenans have besaught Leave to Erect and Build a 
Church or Meeting House on a Tract of Land belonging to John Reister 
by the Name of Church Hill for the use of the high German Congregation 
of said Profession ••• " (Marks, op.cit., p. 179) 

The land, :,however, was apparently put to an even more urgent use 
before the church was erected. The Church of England hacl the power to 
levy a certain tax -upon the people in this county, and if they did not 
attend to the matter the graveyards were innnediately closed against 
their dead. So wrote, Dr. Dickson in his account of the early days of 
Reisterstown. With the possibility of the gr-aveya:rd of the local Parish, 
St. Thomas' Church of Garison Forest being closed to them, a burial 
ground of their own became a necessity. (Marks, op.cit.-p. 9) 

The outline of the Church and Cemetery lot as conveyed by John 
Reister deviated slightly from an orig,i,aal "Church Hill" grant obtained 
by Reister in 1764 from Frederick (6th Lord Baltimore). (BC Patents. 
Cert. No. 1069). On November 13, 1824, trustees of the "High German 
Lutheran Church in Reisterstown" by two deeds, exchanged land with John 
Sumwalt. This again altered the outline of the lot. (Marks, op.cit. 
p. 179) 

As stated above, many of the town's earliest founders and leaders 
rest in this cemetery. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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8. 
Significance, continued 

John Reister and his wife, Margareta Sohn both undoubtedly rest in the 
cemetery, but no stones remain. 

John Beckley 1756-1806 first blacksmith who married Mary (Polly) 
Reister youngest daughter of John. Their home is on the southwest corner 
of Cockeys Mill Road and Reisterstown Road. Polly Reister is also buried 
here. 

Catherine (Katy) Reister Smith Mayberry 1748/49-1841 eldest daughter 
of John. 

Philip Reister 1749/50-1792 younger son of John. Served in the 
Revolutionary War and in 1777 was connnissioned Captain in Capt. Nathaniel 
Stinchcomb's Company, Soldier's Delight Battalion of Baltimore County Militia. 

John Reister III 1769-1841 

Daniel Forney d.1846 originally a hatter. He eventually annnassed a 
I""-· vast estate and ran an inn which was noted for its fine cuisine near the 

Lutheran Church property today. 

Philip Reister Owings 1820-1908 noted Reisterstown merchant and 
extensive landholder. 

Captain Jeremiah Ducker conducted a dry goods business with Philip 
Reister. Led a military company raised locally in the town during the War 
of 1812 (Seventh Regiment of Baltimore County Militia). 

Solomon Choate 1796-1861 a descendant of an early Baltimore County 
family. A private in Jeremiah Ducker's Company. A successful merchant and 
farmer who eventually owned extensive real estate in town. 

Reister Russell 1842-1922 owned a dry goods store. Served as 
Baltimore County School Connnissioner. 

Sources used: 

Marks, Lillian B., Reister's Desire (Baltimore, 1975). 
Dickson, Isaac N., Early Days of Reisterstown and Vicinity 

(Reisterstown Kiwanis Club, 1947, locally published). 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY . 
NAME/TITLE James T, Wollon, Jr A.I.A. 

Cornelia Ives, Project Coord.inator August• 1978 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Reisterstown, Inc 833-3078 (Ms Ives) 
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430 Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Reisterstown, Md 21136 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey an$1 Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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