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406 MAIN STREET is one of several small traditional mid-nineteenth 

century houses with a front parlor facing the street and a kitchen behind in 

the rear wing. In this instance, the kitchen was in the basement, yielding 

another room on the principal floor and the brick construction indicates 

substance, This example was lengthened to the south at an early date. the 

vertical joint in the street front matting the extent of the original house. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

406 Main Street is a three bay, two storey; gable rocf'ed brick 
house .faeirlg the street to the east. It bas a two bay, two storey gable roofed 
brick and frame kitchen wing extending behind its ··north end. A verticLl. joint 
in the common-bond brickwork·· ot the street or east facade ·indicates that the twe 
narrower northeri,- bays and· the· wider sGu.therly bay were ·co?1Stnoted at different 
times. The brick wall through the house behind this joint has been removed ·in 
its entirety but remaining pOrtions of its :f'ou.ndation 1ri f;he cellar indicate that 
that the northerly bays are the origin8.l. The northerJ.Y half or the r.ear wing 
is of brick, the southerly of .frame. The absence of a vertical joint between the 
main house and the rear wing indicates that·· the brick portion of the wing is part 
of' the original house, dating :f'rom. ca. 1850; the sou.th. wing probably was added 
within twenty years. 

All windows. are 6/6, set into narrow .frames and fianked by louvred . 
blinds. E'.lep0sed woOd lintels supp0rt the JIASOlley' above, The recessed entrance in 
the middle bay- of the ea.St .front has a io.od.ern wociden Sllrround. of the Tuscan order. 
The oornioe · is of corbeled brick ·arid flush chimneys rise above each gable; the 
chimney- o! the rear wing has been removed. 

. . . 

Within; a stair ball extends throagh the c~tral bay- and a single 
room is on either side. The stair liaS paneled newels, moulded rail and square ,,; 
balusters, all dating. from the early". twentieth centuey. Door· and· window trim is 
plain, with raked heads. The south mantel has plain pilasters supporting a plain 
frieze; the north mantel· is missing and the ·fireplace· is closed.· ?he second storey 
is similar and the two orig:i.naj. doors remain, each with two tall, fall-length 
panels and BALDWIN PATENT W,nges. 

-_ ;_'") . ,~,. () 

In the cellar the original kitchen f'iteplaee remains in the rear 
wing as does -.the hearth framing for one above, now removed. A st~~ell is framed 
in the northeast corner of.the rear wing, perhaps the only original stair. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF .NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

One of ·several· small .traditional mid-nineteenth century hou.ses with 
a .front parlor facing the street and a kitchen behind in the rear wing. In tb.ie 
instance, the kitchen was in· the basement, yiel.ding another room on the principal 
floor and· the brick construction indicates substance. This example was l.engthened 
to the sou.th at an early date 1 the Tertica.l joint in the street .front marking the 
extent of the original. house. 

The house is bu.ilt on.land which John Reister I deeded to his eldest 
daughter, Catherine in 1793 (WG No.LL:2;J..6). Her first husband was Roland Smith, Jr. 
a ··merchant who ·condllcted the f'irSt store in Reisterstown on his f'ather-in-law•s property 
s<>uth of' the Reister :rnn. He died very shortly in 1781. In 1783, catherine was 
married a second time to Francis Ma;Yberry.(Marks op cit., p. 53-54) Dr. Dickson, 
in his account, says that "Mr· Ma)"bE!ri:Y GOntinu~d the store, but did not live ma.n;p­
yea.rs, and also died on this place ..... (Dickson) op_ci:t., ,p.7) A:tter the, death of' 
her second msband, Gatherine managed· the st(lre, · perha:Ps 'assis-eed by her son, John 
smith. In 1793, John· Reister deeded her'the two aqres,0n·wb:i:ch the 'Shop-was located, 
the property to _descend to. her daughters. (lll Ro.LL;216) Tae property is described 
in the Federal Assessment of 1798 (No • .3215) bu.t is no longer standing.(Marks,op cit p$4) 

\ 

· aatherina carried on her shop . in Reisterstewn on this site !or many 
years. ··nr~ Dickson·mentions that "The lot on which Mrs. Katy Mayberry resided and 
died, c0ritained .from 1/2 to 3/4 acre 0£ land and .t:inall.7 fell into the hands ot Ml:'. 
John. SWnwalt, who afterwards built a fine brick house on the same lot, and then deed­
ed it to the Methodist Episcopal Church as a :Parsonage". (Dickson,op cit., p. 6) 
Prior to this, ller store was described in a magazine article as "an old tottering r:'.:Y· 
shamble· where Aunt Kitty May:berrj" peddled cakes, candy and mead to the children.·" 
.According to a local tradition,. she became wry nearshighted in her later life and 
was teased by village children who attempted to pass off bogu.s money fer her penny 
candies" (Md. Monthly Magazine, op. eit., P• 9-13 and Marks, op cit., p. 54) 

After·catherine 1s death. her property was divided am.ong her three 
daughters. In l8ltl, one oi' these, nizabetb. Mayberry DeCOursey, deeded her share 

~,to Jobn Sumwalt (TK 314/419-21) He had married her sister, Margaret Smith. A tam'ler, 
by trade, Swawalt wa.s · prosperous. By 1808 he owned lUOSt of Reister 1 s Desire on the 
west side 0£ ·the turnpike·~ · He· eventually became one of' the11largest land owners 
in the area". (Marks op cit., p.55) He was appointed JUstiee of the Peace in 1820. 

(See continuation sheet #2 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



,-- 406 MAIN STREET 

continuation sheet page 2 

Statement at Significance 

He subscribed to the building fund of St. Johns Episcopal Church in 
Werthington Valley and in 1824 he deeded a. piece of his property to the trustees 
of the High German Lutheran Church. In 1824, he deeded the trustees of the school 
hoase in Reisterstown. a lot en · Cockeys Mill Road as a. school site, and in 1826 was 
appeinted a. member or the Board et tra.stees for the newl..y" created Franklin AcadeJO" 
built there. (Marks op cit., P• 55-56) 

After pnrchasing his sister-in-la.w' s share of the Mayberry lot in lB!il, 
he built the "fine brick house" on it- the present structure. He died in 1847, and 
the house and lot were conve,-ed to the Methodist as a parsonage (B.C.Wills DMP No.21, 
1845-47;481-85) 

The Methodist Clmrch has maintained this parsonage until Jul..y", 1978. 
It was recently auctioned off to a private individual. 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1.Wills- Land Records, Baltilllore Count7 Cou.rthouse, Towson, Md. 
2.tillian B.Marks 1s 1Reisters Desire• · {Baltim.ere, Md.) 

SA-12-V/ 

3.••storesn Maryland Monthly' Magazin.e Augu.st, 1:906 (Reisterstown 1906-7) 

CONTINUE ON SEJ,:>AR,ATE SHEET If NECESSAaY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF'NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STi\TE ®R COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORMPREPARED BY' James T. Wollon A.I.A. 
NAME/TITLE Cornelia M. Ives, 'Project ·cQo:rdinator 

9/78. 
DATE ORGANIZATION tl1stor1c Reisterstown, Inc 

4JO Main Street 833-3078 (Ms Ives) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Reisterstown, Md 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was. officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 SuppJ..ement •. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle. 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 





B• till/ 

lllt.n.,w p~ 
ioc. tn-.tn st: 
~q, Heil. 

ea.,., r.u-ck 
1/77 

Eost 


