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434 MAIN STREET 
Reisterstown, Maryland. 

Private. 

434 MAIN STXEET is a tra.d it iona l house of the 
late nineteenth century, related to several others 
in Reisterstown, particularly in its immediate 
neighborhood, their simple designs recalling 

houses half a century older. '.1.'his example is one 
of the larger ones, five bays in length, with two 
rooms facing the street. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

434 Main Street is a two story frame house, five bays in length, 
facing the street to the east, with a two story frame rear wing, two 
bays in length, extending behind the northerly end. This traditional 
house dates from ca. 1875-1890. 

A one story porch with a hipped roof extends across the street 
facade; it has a modern balustrade above its eave. Exterior walls are 
covered with asbestos shingles and the gabled roof extends beyond them 
with wide plain eave and rake overhangs. Single flue chimneys rise 
internally above each gable; the rear wing chimney has been removed. 
Windows are 2/2, flanked with louvred blinds. The principal entrance 
is centered in the east or street-front facade and it opens into a 
centra.l hall containing an open stair to the second floor; a single 
room is on either side and one room is in the wing. Both floor plans 
are identical. 

The moulded rail of the staircase is supported by a massive turned 
newel with a large ball finial, and turned balusters. Typical four
panel doors have shallow raises and shallow ogee integral mouldings; 
trim is plain. 

The circular sawn rafters are mitered at the ridge. A cellar 
extends beneath the entire house, wholly or partially dug later, 
largely with poured concrete internal walls. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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local history 

On March 10, 1865, John Dean, son-in-law of John Beckley, Jr., 
purchased this property from Beckley for $100.00 (JHL 44/469). Dean 
was the Rev. Mr. Dean, a Methodist minister. He taught at the Academy 
in Reisterstown and also had an interest in a retail store. He even
tually inherited and lived in the Beckley House (#202) (Marks op. cit., 
p. 68). Dean purchased a little over fifteen acres in 1865 for $100.00, 
so it is probable that the land was unimproved at this time. The Deans 
eventually leased the ground to Thomas Frazier in 1879 - a 99 year lease 
with a yearly rent of $18.00 (JB 113/103). Even though the lease men
tioned improvements, whether this house was built at this time is 
doubtful. The 1877 Hopkins Atlas of Baltimore County shows no building 
on this site. 

Frazier eventually improved his property. When he sold the land to 
the Franklin PermanentBili:J_idirigAssociation of Baltimore County in 1891 for 
$500.00, the deed mentions improvements (JWS 185/181). 

Subsequent ownership of the property was as follows: 

Franklin Permanent Building Association to Wadsworth Nash and wife 
(LMB 211/328) in 1895. 

Wadsworth Nash and wife to Alma Speakman Nash of Philadelphia 
(WPC 408/562) in 1913. 

Haywood Nash and Alma Nash to Henry Johnson of Philadelphia (WPC 
490/57) in 1917. 

Henry Johnson and wife Annie to Mano Swartz in 1918 (WPC 489/537). 
Mano Swartz to Warfield Pierce (WPC 500/222) in 1918. 
Warfield Pierce to Robert Durham (WPC 587/214) in 1924. 
Robert Durham to James Blockstone (TBS 1656/161) in 1948. 
Viola Blockstone, widow, to Clarence Wolf and wife in 1951 (1951/183). 
The current owner bought the house in 1977. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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.. 

ORGANIZATION DATE 
Historic Reisterstown, Inc. 833-3078 (Ms~- _Ives) 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act.of. the Maryland Legislature, to be ;ou~g in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
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