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PHILIP RBISTsR OwINGS HOUSE
365 Main Strest
Keisterstown,Maryland.

Private Public

The three-storey form of this traditional
mid-nineteenth century house of the Greek-
revival period is charscteristic of the periog,
a form undoubtedly originating in the cities and
imitated in the country end in rural villages.
Now adapted a&s a shop and apsrtment, this highly
visible exsmple retains nearly all of its original
detailing.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

365 Main Street is a three=storey brick house facing the street to the west, five bays

. in length, having an original two storey brick wing extending east from its north end.
| The house dates from ca. 1850-1860. The walls are of common bond with every sixth
; course headers. Jack arches one brick in neight are above each masonry opening. The

principal entrance is centered in the west front, a single eight-panel door with a
transom, set in paneled jambs. Windows are 6/6, except for the very short third-

| storey windows which are two-light casements, and all have louvred blinds. Flush
| chimneys rise above each gable end. The southerly portion of the main house has

' been deepened to the east with a shallow frame wing, its roof a continustion of the

i main roof.

Within, a hall bhaving a staircase to the upper floors is centered but its southerly

. partition is removed. A single room is on either side of the hall and the rear wing

is two rooms in length. An enclosed back stair rises between the two rear rooms.

- Upper floors were not inspected but the floorplans are undoubtedly identical.

. The round rail of the principal stair is supported by a slim turned newel and plain

round tapered balusters. An intermediate landing is between each floor. The mantel
of the south room is obscured by modern shelving but the north mantel appears original,
consisting of plain pilasters supporting a plain frieze, simple bed moulding and plai-

shelf., Openings are trimmed with a beaded two-plain architrave without a back-band.

The south room is opened to and enlarged by the frame easterly extension.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

.Jobhn Reister II conveyed this t of the Brotherly Love tract to his second son,
Henry, in 1813. (WG 123/337-38). The tract contained 7 acres 10 sq. Poles. The
deed mentions buildings and houses, but it is certain that these houses were torn
down before the one under consideration was built. Henry farmed both his father's
and his grandfather's land and had married Martha Ann Dean in 1806. They had nine

children. (Marks, op. cit., p. 100-101).

When his father died in 1814, Henry as executor may have left his house on this lot
(now gone) to move into his father's larger house (across from the Inn). In any
event, he sold this property to Peter Reister in 1823 (WG 169/285-7). Henry was
active in community affairs--succeeding his father on the Board of Trustees of
Reisterstown School House. In 1819 he had been appointed county constable. He
died in 1830 at the early age of 49. (Marks, op. cit., p. 101).

o

In 1845, Peter Reister's will devised this property to his sister, Hannah Owings
(oMp 20/448) . Henry's widow, Martha Ann, brought a suit in equity against Peter's
executor, who was Elias Reister. The deed for the original sale of the land to
Peter in 1823 was found to be invalid and Hannah Owings had to repurchase the
property in 1849 for $701.00 (AWB 427/304-5).

Hannah sold the property in two parts-~both to Philip Reister Owings, her son. One
acre sold in 1855 for $300.00. (EMF 13/235) and in 1864 7 acres for $500.00 (JHL 40/99).
It is unclear whether Philip built the house from scratch at this time or whether
he enlarged an existing structure. The house under consideration was most certainly
built (rebuilt) by Philip Reister Owings around 1861. Mrs, Marks states that Philip

* Owings “"enlarged the house" (Marks, op. cit., p. 80). That he lived on this site is
confirmed in Dr. Dickson's account written in 1869. (Dickson, op. cit., p. 7). He
wrote: "After turning over this place (referring to the Inn) to his son, Philip,
Mr, John Reister, Sr. retired to that part of the land whereon Mr. Philip Reister
Owings now resides...."”

Philip Reister Owings was a merchant. He owned considerable property in Reisterstown.
He had two wives: Mary Ann Choate, his second cousin and daughter of Solomon Choate,
another prosperous landowner in Reisterstown. ©She died in 1865. 1In 1873 he married
Susan E, Holton. Philip Reister Owings died in 1908, (Marks, op. cit., p. 80).

P

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

By 1919, this property had been combined into a large estate belonging to Henry C.
Shirley. (WPC 515/193). The Shirley Farm was a working farm and the tract became
known as Chartley. It contained some 208 acres. The Shirley family brought fame to
Reisterstown through their breeding of Clydesdale horses., This was one of two farms
in all of Maryland to raise these horses. Mr. Shirley chose the name Chartley because
the ancestral acres in Staffordshire, England were called Chartley Park. (Pollack,

op. cit., unpaged). Col. Shirley restored this house, although he did not live here.
Henry C. Bhirley deeded the tract to Joseph W. Shirley and Joseph W., Jr., in 1929.
(LMcIM 838/457). In 1956, the property was sold to the Chartley Holding Company (GLB
2889/77 and GLB 2889/80). This land was developed, beginning in 1959, with apartments,
townhouses, single family homes and a large shopping center. The house has most
recently been used as a store.
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