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317 MAIN STREET incorporates one of the 5-7 remaining log houses in 

Reisterstown. Once most common, log construction is now the rarest form of 

early construction. Veneering log houses with brick was common in nineteenth 

century Western Marylarn. The later, mid-nineteenth century additions retain 

some original detailing. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

317 MA.IN STREET is a two stor~ brick house, five bays in len[lth, closely 
oriented to and facimg the street to the west; behind its two northerly bays is 
a one-storey brick kitchen wing. All brickwork is common borut. Brick chimneys 
rise flush above each gable end. The entrance is centered, its head supported 
by a rowlock segmental arch; 6/6 windows in eaeh bay have wooden lintels with 
corner 'Blocks. The cornice is of corbeled brick. On the rear( east) facade the 
twe northerly bays project a few inches beyond bays to the south and only that 
portion south of the kitchen Winf is of brick. 

The two northerl;r bays are of log construction, veneered with brick in the 
mid-nineteenth century when the house was enlarged. This original pert.ion 
measures approximately 16 by 20, excluding the brick veneer. It is a single 
room in each storey and the thicker log wal1s appear to remain on all four 
sides. ,The first storey room has been refinished extensively, inclutiing a new 
briek fireplace. Windows(in both storeys) are trimmed by jamb and head. facings 
edged with an ovole profile, without an ,architrave. 

A narrow hall extends through the middle bay, immediately south of the 
original portion. A small open stair rises with a turn to the seeend fioor 1 
its round rail supported hy a square taperea newel with a moulded cap. Corner­
block architraves surround openings in the later southerly pertion and the ledge 
doors of the second storey are, h~ on B.ALIWIN PATENT hinges. 

In the attic, accessible by a narrow straight stair in the southwest corner, 
the original rafters are slim logs, joined at the ridge with a peggeci mortise­
and-tenon foint. The rafters of the later portion are straight-sawn oak, 
mortiae4~~;d~tenoned at the ridge but not pegged. 

!ehind, 317 MAIN STREET is a small two- storey frame barn or carriage house. 
Twentieth century sliding doors are in the first sto,re;y of the west facade and 
two openings of lou'Vres are above, ea.ch with a raked head above twe-segmental1y-
arehed lancets. ~· 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house incorperates one ef the 5-7 remaining log houses in Reisterstown. 
Once most common,log construction is new the rarest form of early construction. 
Veneering log houses with brick was eommon in nineteenth centluy Western Maryland. 
The later, mid-ni.mrt.eenth century additions retaL~ some ciginal detailing. 

In January, 1793, John Reister I d.eedea to his son John Reister, Jr. 60 acres 
of Brotherly Love tract(WG No.II 179.:3:140-141) John II was a farmer and also ra.n a 
distillery(acress the road from the Inn). He was very prosperous. 

In 1809, he deeded some ef this acreage on the east side of the turnpike to a 
neighbor, Frederick Switzer.(WG 106/7.:;)(Harks op.eit. p. 52-83) The purchase price 
in iao9 was $50.00 indicating that there were probably no improvements on the land. 
Ten years r, Switzer deeded the same property to William Collins and the price 
was $600.00. G 154/85) The rise in price would indicate that the property had 
been improved-probably with the original lo~ house.(There is no mention or a build:i.ng 
corresponding to the Switzer log dwelling on the 1798 Tax Assessment. f!eing log, it 
may not have had enough value; if, indeed, it had been built then.) 

- In 13hl, William Collins sold t..his- 0property to Peter, Reister(TK 309/131). 
Reister was the young~st son of Philip R~i~te:r: and h~~ been £)orn in _1787. In the 
var:' of 1812 he was a sergeant in Capt. Ducker's Company,' Seventh Regimen'f?_ o.f the 
Baltimore County Mili!;ia, and he also served in the same capacity in Randall's 
Volunteer Soldiers who also served in the War of 1812. He was a merchant, and for 
a time was a partner of Capt. Jeremiah Ducker~ s in a. dry goed.:3.- stoI'e. He had begun 
acouiring land and pr~rty in 1529 when he purchased a mill from a brother-in-law, 
Levi Owings. (WG 198/294) In 1823 he acquired Hency Reister• s land on the east side 
or the turnpike in Reisterstow.n.(Hency was an uncle) and, in'l8L1, he bought this 
adjoining land from William Collins. _ (WG 169/265-87 and TK 309/131) The purchase 
price for this land from Collins was $400.00. 
(Marks op.cit. pp.192-193 & 78-79) 

Peter Reister•s wil11 dated 26 April 1845 devised the property to his sister, 
Hannah F.eister Ov."ings (DMP No.20,1844-1845~448-449 )Hannah held i.ihe land and house 
until 1864. There is no evidence that she lived. here. She most certainly did 
enlarge the house at this peried and was responsible for the 'brick veneer which was 
added. at this time. In 1864, Hannah sold the house to her son Ievi and daughter 
Indiana. Shutze.(JHL 40/99-100) The price was now $1000.00, indicating an improvement 
to the house • 

What occured between 1864 and 1874 is some.,,.,'hat of a myster..-. We know that I.evi 
--- '' ngs, who was a merchant in Reisterstowm, moved to Mi.ssouri in 1854; then to Kentucky 

where be was married. He and his wife eventually settled in Kansas where he was a 
farmer and raised stock. (£\wings. ,op.cit. p. 274) In 1865, Hannah Owir.gs, acting 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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with the power of attorney from Levi Owings of Nevada, and her daughter Indiana 
conveyed the property to James Warren for $2,000.00(46/143) Warren was a pros­
perous blacksmith who was buying up much of the Reister property around this 
time. Warren held the property Ulltil 1874,, at which time, Warren and William 
s. Keech acting as trustees, sold it to Dr. J. McKendry Kemp and his wite. 
(WE 92/179) 

The Kemps occupied this property for nine years. In the 1876 Tax 
Asressm.ent, Kemp is charged; Lot & Improvements $900.00 

stable 25.00 
Catherine Armacotrt. purchased the property in 1883(JWS 182/371) 
In 19021 William Pouder purchased the property from Armacost (264/384) 

He died in 1912 and his wife died intestate with four children as heirs. In 
1943, then~ the estate was auctioned off and was purchased by the Louis Susemi.hls. 
MrE. Susemihl still lives in the house. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of .the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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