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227 MAIN STREET is a house of traditional design, its form dating 

from the eighteenth century, its details indicating its seconi-quarter 

nineteenth century construction. Now adapted as offices, and partially 

remodeled, the plan and many original details remain. 225 MAIN S'rREEr 

is an early shop attached and undoubtedly related to 227 Main Street, 

typical of many indigenous to Reisterstown, indicative of the period 

when shops were closely associated with the proprietor's dwelling. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Kmttz Realty Company 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

221 Main s-t. 
CITY. TOWN 

Reisterstewn VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Ma.rvlepd 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC X.occuPIED 

Jk.BUILDING(S) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 
/'~ 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS x_ YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY-
NAME 

Robert s. & QrT.mJee F.Knatz,Jr. 
STREET & NUMBER 

227 Ma.in Street. 
CITY, TOWN 

Reist,1rstmm -- VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Baltimore County CGUrthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

TRSOD' 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

~ DATE 

4th 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Baltimore 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

~COMMERCIAL 
_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

8JJ-7666(bus) 

Maryl IMtd 2J J 36 
STATE, zip code 

Liber # : $363 
E'olio #: 590 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _$TATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
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II DESCRIPTION 

...:....EXCELLENT 

X-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.xALTERED 

8A-17-5K 

CHECK ONE 

JLORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

22i MADI STREET is a two and one-b.al.t' sterej"brick heu.se, three bays in 
length, facing tlie . street to the west' with a one-storey shed-roefed kitchen 
wing extending behind the two northerly bays; the shed roof is perpendicular 
to the :main house. This heuse dates frem. ea. 1830-184S.o The 1 street"":front is 
le.id in Flemish bond witheu.t queen closers; other walls are ot eommen bend, 
every eighth ceurse head.era. Jack arches four courses in height s:u.pport the 
maso:nry above the openings. The principal entrance is in the northerly ba.y, 
now enf'ramed with a modem wooden surround; originally it was unembellished 
and it bad a transom, now covered by the modern pediJBent. TWo windows are in 
each storey of the sauth end, close to the corners and small roar-light case­
ments .f'lank the chimney in the attic storey. Windows are 6/6, flanked by 
modern sh.utters; the originals were probably louvred. Two dormers are in each 
roof slope and a small chi.may now rises fitts'b. with the· sou.th gable; origin.ally 
it was wider. The cb.imney is missing from. the ·kitchen wing and that wing is 
surrounded by later one-sterey .trame additions. 

The interier has been extensively·· remodeled and refinislaed but tb.e 
original plaB remains as does the staircase, some doers and most architraves. 
A side ball mends through the northerly bay,containing the open staircase 
which rises with intermediate landings· to the third floor. The round·· rail is 
supported by a turned newel of moderate proportions and plain rectangular 
balusters. Architraves have corner blocks and th.e few re1naj!ling origilial doors 
have •six partially-raised· panels. Two doors installed in the third' storey, 
apparently out-of-context, appear to .be;the.eri.gllial exterior doers, ¥'Al1tels 
are missing _and ..fireplaces are, closed; cl'limneis rise centered in the south end 
of each room, joining .. in. the~ third .storey te. rise as a··· single wide e:lti.mhey. 
Lathe, T.tsible in the stairway to the cell.ar, is . hands;plit. 

~ , !". 

The unfinished cellar extends beneath the ma.in house. The· joists are 
straight-sawn and the original noorboarc:ls remain abcnre, relieved· Qver joists • 
A door leads into the cellar.of 22S Main Street, the shop adjacent to.the north, 
suggesting that a .shop wing may have been con.temporary with the heuse. 

225 MADI STREET is a one-storey frame shop attached to the north side of 
227 Main Street. Its shed roof', falling to th.e north, is sereened from the 
street by a frame parapet wall, capped with a cornice supported by scrolled 
brackets. Exterior nils are sheathed with. German siding and two wooden display 
windows flank tke centered entrance in the street .tront. The interior was not 
inspected. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



--II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTO~IC _CONSERVATION 

-1500-1599 _AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS 

_ 1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

-1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING 

~1800-1899 X.COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 
: r 

_LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY JC.TRANSPORTATION 

-r-POl,JTICS/GOVERNMENT ..:JOTHER (SPECIFY) 

local history 

SPECIFIC DATES 18)0-45 BUILDER/ARCHITECT probably James Thomas 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

22$-227 MAIN STREET 

This is a h011se of traditional design, its form dating from the eighteenth 
century, its details indicating its second-quarter nineteenth century construction. 
Now adapted as offices, and partially remodeled, the plan and many original details 
remain. 225 is an early shop attached, and und011btedly related to 227, typical of 
many indigenoa.s to Reisterstown indicative of the period when shops were closely 
associated with the proprietor's dwelling. 

The lot on which this building stands was sold by John Reister,Jr. to his son­
in-law William. Dean in 1811.(WGl.3.37201-0.3) He was a saddler and harnessmaker by 
trade and probably established a shop on this land even though he sold it the same 
year to his ·neighbor, Ephraim Igo, another son-in-law of Joh1l Reister ,Jr. who wa.s 
a blacksmith. {WG 115/416) 

When Igo went out west several ;re~s- lat@r,. he-. sold the two properties to 
Samu.el .Clark-in 1815,-!' Clar_k mortgaged :t}te"propert1', rJ>ut the deed was never re­
-t:Ql'ded.. - titd:gati-On -Over t'be title -resulted·-in-;l;.he .· preperty having tp -~- sold in 
1815. .. The buyer was William Jameson. rt was Jameson who sold the property in 
1833 to Igors son-in-law James Thom.as. (WG 117/613:,133/364...65) 134/pl9 & Chancery 
Recs. No.95: 120-35) (Marks, op cit., p. 191-192) · 

~ . - '- ~ 

Thomas had been eonduating a. successful store in town next to.the Methodist 
Churca. In 1833 he moved {and enlarged his operation) to thiS .. PJ:'Operty •n the 
east side of the turnpike. He occu.pied buildings where #237-239 new stand. Possibly 
he rented out the bujl,djngs on the site under investigation here.(Marks op oit.p86) 

Thaaa.s and bis .family were soon to go out west also. In 18.38 he sold his 
property to Daniel Banks, the prosperous Baltimore City merchant for $2600.00. 
(TK 226/37 and-277/51.3) At this time the property and business was described as 
l acre & 74 sq. poles with l frame and 2 two stor.r brick dwelling houses and all 
improvements. (Marks op cit., p 192) 

'!'he Banks family held the property until 1890. Then due to the insol.venoy 
of Andrew Banks, the lands were seld o:tt. This property was divided at this time. 
The 22$-227 property was sold to Emil1' Henderson in 1691. (JWS 184/.309) 

Emily Henderson only kept the property three years. In 1894 she sold to 
Miranda Stooksdale. (LMB 208/469) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
(Centinued on page 2) 
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Significance, continued 

In 1899 M.Stocksdale, widow, sold to David L.Slade & wife for $1.300.00. 
(I.MB 208/469) 

In 1901 the Slades deeded it to Alice H. Henderson for $1450•00 

In 1903 the property· entered the hands of J .Leonidas Gies for $1900 (NBM26.l/S21) 
He ran a store there. 

The Gies sold the property to August and Clara Heise in 1909. 

The Heise Store was conducted on the site for many years (WPC 339/569} 
One of its most popUlar commodities was ice cream. In 1913, one of Reisterstown•s 
more serious fires destroyed a double stable and other outbuildings belonging 
to the Heisse•s and the Oa.rries 1s next door. It was this fire and two others 
within the year which sp!U't'ed the founding of the Reisterstown Volunteer Fire 
company in 1913. Mr. Heise was a charter member of this company. 

The Heise family sold the property in 1965 to Donald watts and wife. 
RRG 4445/94) . 

The present owners acquired the property in 1973 (536.3/590) A real estate 
office is conducted in the house and a jeweler rents the store. 



6A-IZ5'i 
IJMAJOR BJBt;IOGRAPHICA:tREFERENCES········. : '·. 

l. Marks, Lillian B. Reisters Desire (Baltimere, 1975 
2. Reisterstewn Volun"f;eer Fire Co. In Recognition of Service 191.3-1963 

(loea.lly pnblished 196.3) 
J. Land Records, Baltimore COIUlty 0011rtheuse, Towson, Md. 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET IX' NECESSA:RY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
100' x 201' : ACREAGE-OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY James T.· Wollon A.I.A. 
NAME/TITLE Mrs Jean Schubert Volunteer. Researcher/Mrs George Bosman YQl Researcher 

Cornelia M Ives Project Coordinator September 1~7$ 
ORGANIZATION 

Historie·Reisterstown,Inc 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPH01'!1£ .• ' 

430 Main Street 833-3078 (Ms. Ives) 
CITY OR TOWN STATE ·· · 

Reisterstown Ma.ryland 

':Phe Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was off.icially created 
by an Act of .the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section H31 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do.not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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