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147 MA.IN STREEI' is of log construction, once common but now quite rare. 

Its survival in this urban area is especially unusual. It is one of the 

earliest structures remaining in Reisterstown. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

X-EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

J!ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoRIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DAT"---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Berryman-Fisher House, 147 Maia Street, Reisterst~••· This is a late Victoria• 
house in frame a•d clapboard,~tubber roof; fro•t porch, w. tin roof; peaked 

gable with arched wi•dow i• fro•t; also a back buildi•g two stories, also with 
ti• roof ••• House is •ow immediately aorth of •• Amoco statio• (the o•e that 
replaced the Yellow Taver•. The deed proves that the house w•s the first 
structure •orth of that "Brick Hotel." M.B. w. 

A two storey leg house, covered with weatherboards, three bays in length, facing the · 
street to the west. Formerly with interior chimneys at each end, only the south chim.ney 
remains. Extending ea.st behini its northerly end is a two storey rear wing two bays in 
length. Fenner corner boards and the presence of an interior partition suggest that a 
space of some 5t feet once separated the rear wing from the main house. This s:Pa.ce is now 
filled with frame construction continuous with the rear wing. The 'Z'ear wing was not · 
accessible for inspection. · 

The fl:ontportion of this house dates from the early 19thcentury.·It measures 
approximately 19 by 29 feet.The rear wing measures approximately 16 by"20 feet. 

The principal entrance is centered in the west front a.nda one storey porch extends 
across that front. Windows are 6/1, but they were 6/6; the mutins of the lower sashes , 
have been removed. Wirdows have narrow beaded frames and louvred blinis. A later gable 
centered in the west front is finished with fancy-butt wood shingles am it contains an. 
arched window. Plain boxed cornices are at the eaves and the similar rake cornices rise 
from sim.ilar eave returns. 

Two rooms are in each storey and the stair rises east of the south chimney. ill inter
ior finishes ani details are modern except for the corner-block architraves at the 

winiows and a ledge door of bead.ed boards in the southerly room of the second sterey. 
In the cellar beneath the principal or front section of the structure, an arch 

supports the hearth of the southerly fireplace abovef it is mw interrupted by a later 
flue for the furnace.Asolid stone foundation is beneath. the northerly chiJllney. First 
floor joists are of log. 

The attic is accessible by a.pull-down stair in the northwest corner.The hewn 
oak rafters are half-lapped am pegged at the ridge. Studs of the gables are attached 
with large wrought nails. The later gable in the front roof slope has a ridge board. 
The wall shingles are attached to shingle lath. 

The rear wing (not inspected) fo:rmerly bad a large fireplace at its east em, 
with an enclosed winding stairway to its north. Its second storey does not communicate 
with that of the main house. 

147 MAIN STREET is of log construction, once common but now quite rare. Its 
survival in this urban area is especially unusual. It is one of the earliest structures 
remaining in Reisterstown. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC ---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC · X..COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 ---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 

_16()0-1699 

X-1 700-1 799 

_1800-1899 

_1900-

---AGRICULTURI;: 

1-ARCHIT.ECTU RE 

---ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

·SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_EDUCATION _:_MILITARY · 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUI L;DER/ ARCHITECT 

_SCULPTURE 

'---SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

l 7 M•i• Street, to research, has presented almost insuperable difficult
ies. U•til 179 , the ow•ership of the house ••d property is easy to .locate ••d 
follow. Durillg.a brief four:-year period eve•ts become quite i•tric•te a:ad 
difficult, betwee• 1796 ••d 1800. The•, -from 1800 to 18.75, the situatio• is_ 
oae of co•jecture. We k•ow who had the property i• 1800"'!'-that is clear, but 
what he did with it ••dhow the Banks fam:i,lygot the property is •ot at all 
clear, though the family lo-st the house is quite cle•r. The• "'rom 1890 to 
the prese•t the -li•e of ow•ership is without questio•, absolutely clear. 

Paradoxically, it is easier to trace the property duri:ag t.he 1700' s 
~·• it is for the 1800•s. This prepetty was o•ce pa'rt of the Spri•g Garde• 

llld pate•t ••d was origi••lly composed or the first two lots, o•ce ,divisio•s 
were made.1 The origi••l pate•t was made by Du•c•• Colema• a•d his wife 
(writte:a as Du•ki• coalm••),2 who retai•ed the 140-acre gr••t for o•ly a couple 
of years. The• for a thirty-year period or so it passed through several h••ds 
most la•d speculators, fi••lly reachi•g The Revere~d Be•edict Swope•s ill 1?67.' 
Not o•ly a Luther•• mi•ister, Swope also liad •• eye out for earthly gai:a; withi• 
a year or so had laid tJ>ff a few lots o• the east si_de of the Co•e1f•go. Road. O:ae 
or his first buyers was Jacob Medairy, i a:a immigra•t- origi•ally from Switz-erl••d 
••d late of the Philadelphia, Pe••sylv.aia, area ••d brother-i•-law of Da•iel 
Bower, •• early settler of the developi•g area. Med•ir1 had located ·i:a the 
prese•t Reisterstow:a area i• 1762 but •ot u•til 1769 did he acquire legal title 
to l••d of his ow•, the first two lotsiof Spriag Garde• fro•tiag o• the road 
aad adjace•t to Reisters Desire.4 He then proceeded to bu~ld quite •• establish
me•t o• the property by buildi•g a brick i•• (17?9) called the Yellow Taver•--
a store a•d a taver•, ••d several other buildi•gs. The log part of the prese•t 

'house possibly could haverpreceded the hotel. Duri•g the Revolutio• a shoe 
ma•ufacturi•g busi•ess was developed o• the propertl, supplyi•g shoes to the 
Maryla•d Cou•cil of Safety "for use of the tro9ps."5 (This was right •ext 

· door to the prese•t 143 Mai• Street where a shoemaki•g busi•ees Wlil.s 1011.g co•
ducted, but the evide•ce i•dicates that the two similar busi•esaes were u•re
lated.) A patriot, Jacob Medairy (really Jacob Medairy II, si•ce his father 
was Halls Jacob Medair~), sig•ed the Oath of Fidelity i• 17?8.6 (Te• years 
earlier he had sig•ed the petitio• to move the cou•tY courthouse from Joppa 
to Towso•.)? This Jacob Medair~, though, did •ot live lo•g e•ough to e•joy 
the fruits of his e•terprise, for at the age of fifty, ill 1785, he died i•-
~•state, his oldest so•, a•other Jacob, i•heriti•g the property by right of 
primoge•iture. Though he was you•g, o•lY 23, this Jacob co•tinued the busin.ess 
~!d,SOPYi•g his u•cle Da•iel Bower, bega• buyi•g ••d selli•g lots in his u•cle•s 
'- ··~ (co:nti•ued) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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8. Significa•ce--conti:nued. Fisher House g,A,-JZ,57 
- Reisterstown, Maryland 

,._~~a:a.diosely conceived Washington T~w•. Eventually,he came to grief by the 
~d-1790' s, whe:n he had to mortgage t~is propert~383 pou:nds to a Baltimore 

City banker, Charles Ghequiere, 1796. A year later Ghequiere passed this 
mortgage o:n to John Tolley Worthi:ngto:n, a large la:ndholder in the area.9 
(This mortgage, however, o:nly seems to cover the first lot--o• which the i•• 
was located, that which is :now 151 Mai• Street, the prese:nt Amoco statio:n.) 
From here o:n, thi:ngs weat straight dow!L!!ill for Jacob Medairy. I:n · 
September 1798 he was se:nt to jail as a:n i:nsolve:ntt.debtor, bei:ng released 
i• Ja:nuary 1799 o• petitio:n of frie:nds. I:n April 1799, Worthi•gto• fore
cmased on. the mortgagelO a:nd o• others he also held; Worthi•gto• the• bought 
this valua1:b1lt property at public sale for 800 pou:nds. To get clear title 
to the property, Worthi:ngto:a. had to get Medairy•s wife's i•terest, which 
was do:ne o:n Ju•e ?, 1800, for"25 pouads curren.t moaey.«11 (I:n the mea:ntime 

.the Medairys had removed i:nto the city a:nd eve•tually recovered thiir fina•
cial health.) Thea, throughout the fall of 1800, Worthi•gto• the former 
Medairy p~Qperty for sale i:n the Baltimore America• a:nd Daily Advertiser o• 

. fro•t page: "The subscriber will sell/re•t or excha•ge for l;a•d i:n Ke:a.tucky, 
that large a•d elega•t brick HOUSE a:nd LOT, with the Warehouse, Stables, and 
all other houses thereo•, heretofore occupied my maj. Jacob Medairy, as • 
dwelli•g a store house, situate i• Reister s tow:n. The above property is 
well calculated for a taver• ••• stables sufficie•t for a. •umber of horses, 
a•d water works to eo11vey water to the stable, garde• a•d kitchell. A:nd it 
is expected that a:ny perso• who could keep a ge•eral 2ssortme•t of goods, or 
was acquai•ted with tever• keepi•g would meet with great eacourageme•t. The 
re•t will be low to a good te•a•t--it would be a ha•dsome retreat for a 
geatlema• i• the warm seaso••"3'2AAlsoiibcluded i• the sale was a 170-acre 

,-...,lot. 
That Worthiagto:n did buy ttp a valuable property was evide•t ,i• the 

1798 Federal Direct Assessmeat. The property, o•e acre, was thus described 
u:nqerrnumber 3216: "O•e Brick Dwelliag House two story 38 by 36 •ew Brick 
kitche• two Story 18 by 15 o:ne hew'd Log house two Story weatherboarded 
22 by 18, o•e old Log house 38 by 18, o:ne hew• d Log g:rui•i'ry o•e a:nd t Story 
20 by 16, oae hew•d Log a:nd Frame Stable o•e Story 40 by 34. 11 13 All this 
was valued at $1000. (Quite possibly the weatherboarded house may be the 
:nucleus of the prese•t house--or the old "Log house 38 by 18.") 

From 1800 u•til 18?5 it is almost impossible to sa.y who ow•ed what 
whe•. Joh• Tolley Worthi:ngto• certaialy had the property i• 1800. Da:niel 
Bower Ba:nks quite defi•itely had ~cquired it by 1875 whe• he willed it 
to his so•, the seco•d A:ndrew •a•ks.14 

O:ne possible li•e of ow•ership ca• be set up for Worthi•gto•'s •ot 
bei:ng able to sell the property immediately, holdi•g it, aad selli•g later, 
•ot to the Ba•ks family immedia.tely--they possibly acquire the property much 
later. It seems that Willi. am Berryma•i who had bought the ad:!ace•t prese•t
day 143 Mai• Street i• 1803 added thistproperty to his i• 181315 a•d the• 
sold all of the property hedhad accumulated ba}g to Worthiagto• in 1818, 
i•cludiag what is •ow 143 a.ad 147 Maim Street. (The problem is, these 
descriptio•s give precious few clues; the Medairys •ever are me•tioned, 
:nor is a.•y yellow brick taver•.) Worthi:agto• the• held o• to these pro
perties, selling what is 143 to William Frush i• 1827 (See the report on 
143 Mai• Street) but holdi•g what is 147 Main Street 91ld willing it to his 

,_$ra:ndso• and •a me sake J oh:n T. J oh1us i• 1834, with the cryptic description.: 
All my part of a tract of La:nd called Spri•g Garde:n,n1? though other 

properties listed are described in detail. Joh• T. Johns no soo•er got the 
property tha• he mortgaged it to his father, Richard Joh•s.18 ·There is :no 
clear record of whe• he may have redeemed this property; at lea.st I have 
:not fou•d it. 
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Sometime after this Da•iel B. Banks acquired the property. That is 
defi•ite, for he did will it to his so•, A:adrew Ban.ks, i• 1875.19 Ba:aks, 
a well-to-do Baltimore mercha11t a:ad gra:adso• (a11.d :aamesake) of :aa:aiel 
Bower, duri:ag his lifetime accumulated exte•sive la:adholdi•gs in Baltimore 
••d i• Reisterstow11., iacluding the former Bower property wherEf>'huilt a~large 
home he :aamed Chatsworth used as a summer home. 11 "promi•eat Baltimore City 
mercha:at," he "was preside11.t of the U:aio• Ma•ufacturi•g Co., Maryla:ad • s 0ld
est textile ma:aufacterer, recipie•t of the first charter issued by the 
Ge•eral Assembly i:a 1808," located at Cella o:a the Patapsco River •ear 
Ellicott City o:a la:ad bought from the Ellicotts. The mills the• produced 
cotto• goods. 147 MaiJStreet, a• acre property, would be aegligible to a 
Da•iel B. Ba:aks, but with other acreage could b"-acquired. Very likely 

. Ba.:aks bought it i• 1859 from James Warren., whcl~'oought the Reister l•• i• 
1850, 20 a:ad who had ma•aged to accumulate other' property i• tow:a, i•cludi•g 
a 78-acre tract composed of parts of "Spri:ag Garde•" "Goshea Resurveyed," 

· a:ad "Murray• s Plai:as Regulated. 0 21 For these tra.cts Ba:aks pa.id $7200. 
However, ow.ly a few weeks earlier, Warre• had bought these same tracts from 
Joh• T. Joh•s,22 properties Joh:as had either acquired or had below.ged to his 
gra•dfather. (As I had said, if Joh•s had redeemed his mortgaged Spring 
Garde• property, that was •ot located. This would be the o•lY missi•g li:ak, 
if the James Wa.rre:a co:a:aection. is correct, which it well ca:a be.) 

With Andrew Ba:aks' ow•ership, the property eventually begaa to have an. 
u•certai:a future. Ia 1877, whe• the property was listed to "A. Ban.ks" i• 
the Atlas of BaltimoreCou:aty, it was relatively secure. This Ban.ks, however, 

,-'\'lore flamboyant that his father, appare•tly did not have quite same busi:ness 
.cumen. The only son in. a family of eight, he had studied mediciae but gave 
it up because of ill-health. He then went for a ''restoration trip" to South 
America ill"the latter part of l.856" where his ship, the bark "Emily", was 
wrecked off the mouth of "La Platte River" i• Ja1tUary 1857, with Ba•ks barely 
managi».g to escape with his life, accordi•g to Scharf .23 (He did mu1a.ge to 
have graduated from Dickinson Coll@ge~I~ On his return, he turned to quieter 
pursuits, becomi•g i•terested in agriculture a•d cultivati•g the Chatsworth 
estate pa.teated in 1769 for his father's maternal graadfather,24 and making 
his home there, too. Agriculture was hardly his o•lY i•terest. In 1872, he 
was elected to the "Lower House of the Gem.eral .Assembly. •'' aad became "a 
member of several promi•ent eommittees ••• 11e5 He was re-elected ill 1874 
but stayed out a term in 1876 settli•g his father's estate a•d was back ill 
the legislature in. 1877 u•til 1880, bei•g a faithful Democrat. In. addition, 
he Wtiils a member of the Boards of Directors of the Un.ion. Ma11ufacpni:ag Co., 
sold i• 1887 to the Dickeys; the A•napolis and Elk Ridge Railroad, Baltimore 
and Reisterstown Tur•pike Company; and president of the Maryland Tubing 
Tra•sportatioa Compa•y whell it organized. On top of these duties he was a 
Maso•, o•e of the Charter members of Ion.ic Lodge No. 45 ill 1869; all Odd
Fellow, a:ad an active Episcopaliaw., as well as a husband a•d father of six 
childre:a--four boys and two girls. Somehow, too, he managed to squeeze i:a 
numberous "la11.d property tra•sactio•s, holding :aumerous mortgages and borro.w
i:ag o• hi~own property, finally so exte•sively that by the late 1880•s he 
was in ser'ious trouble. Fin.ally a trustee was appointed to liquida.te his 
holdi:ags to satisfy his mortgagors; thus 147 Main Street was again sold as 
a separate lot, with Richard s. Culbreth·, of the Eutaw ~vings Bank, a.cti:ng 

-'as the Perma•e•t Trustee for "An.drew Banks, i:asolve:nt."2 The buyer was 
a:aother Berrymaa, this time Hehemiah Berryma:a, who bought the property 
for $650 at private sale,27 but •ot all of the origi•al property--o•ly 
4/10 of an acre, its prese:nt size. 

(co•ti:nued) 



8. Sig11.ifica11ce { co•tiaued--.3) 
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From 1890 to the prese!lt the li•e of ownership is absolutely clear. 
I• 1893, Berryma• and his wife sold the house i• fee simple for $700 to 
Jefferso• D. Fisher;28 Fisher the• held this property for more than forty 
years, deedi•g it in 1937 to his so•, James Oscar Fisher, the preseat 
ow•er, for that $5.00 °a:ad other tood and valuable co11.sideratio•sn and 
a stipulatio• that J. n. Fisher could occupy o•e room of "said demised 
premises.n29 

At prese•t, looki•g at what seems to be a• ordi•ary frame house that 
sets adjace•t to the Amoco statio• o• the remaiitder of the origiital lot, 
o•e could scareely realize the fi:aa•cial disasters i•curred by earlier 
owners •or the ma•y years the house has faced that curve i• the Co•e\yago
Reisterstuwn Tur•pike Road-Mai• Street. 

Foot11.otea: 
1itllian. Bayly Marks. Reister•s Desire: The Origin of Reisterstuw•, 

Mar la:ad founded 17 8 with a Ge11ealo ical Histor of the Reister Fa.mil 
am.d Sketches of Allied Families. Mltimore, Maryla•d: Garamond Pridemark 
Press, 1975), P• 34 (map). 

2AM No. 1, folio 244• Hall of Records, Aa:napolis, Maryland. 
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7Medairy, P• 27. 
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