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Milestones ( 16 mile and 17 mile)
Reisterstown, Maryland
Public Access
These sandstone mileposts are typical of mileposts on nineteenth century
turnpikes, each marking the miles to the terminus at either end of the

turnpike. Two remain in the Reisterstown Historic District,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

These identical milepost g, one mile apart, are of sandstene with
heavily weathered faces, Arched at the top, their north ard south sides
retaln traces of a straight line tooled texture, parallel to grade, The
milepost at 337 Main. Street retains traces ef the letter B, undoubbedly
once part of an. indication of miles to Baltimere. Traces cf whiEwash indicate

an early if not er;ginal finish to impreve their visibility at night.
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—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE

—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS — LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
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The Conewago Road, Great Road to Baltrmore Town High Street Main
Street, The Relsterstown Turnpike --- without its contlnued presence over
220 years, Reisterstown would not have remained as viable and active a
town as it has. 1Its fortunes, atmosphere and character were heavily
dependent upon the traffic which daily passed up and down between
Baltimore and Pennsylvania. The townspeople were involved in the trades
and services which bore directly upon the traveler§ blacksmiths,
wheelwrights, saddlers, tanners and hotel keepers. Taverns were
maintained for comfort along the route. Many of the tradesmen built
houses which also contained their businesses right alongthe road. The

“mreat era of turnpike building in Maryland 1790-1840 was the time that

Reisterstown also budgeoned.

The Turnpike went from Franklin Street in Baltimore, along the
present Pensylvania Avenue and Reisterstown Road toe Pennsylvania ...
It was begun in: 1806 and was finished in 1815 and the turnpike company
had permission to collect tolls" (Héllifield op. cit p. 32). Milestones
were placed along the road dur ng this period. Today they can still be
spotted, but most have been completely effaced. There are two
remaining in the Reisterstown Historic District: the 16 mile stone
across from 342 Main Street and the 17 mile stone at the southeast
corner of Hanover and Butler Roads.

These sandstone mileposts are typical of mileposts on nineteenth century

turnpikes, each marking the miles to the terminus at either end of the turnpike,
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# 16 PBast side Reisterstown Road, Opposite # 342 Main Street

# 17 Southeast corner of Hancver and Butler Roads
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. The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created -
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the-
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, -

1974 Supplement. :

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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