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35 Main Street was a modest, trad1tionel dwelling 
dating from the end of the nineteenth century, its steep 
front gable identifying it with the Gothic revival style. 
It is among the few remaining early structures in its 
immediate me ighborhood. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

35 Main Street is a two storey frame structure three bays in length facing the 
street to the west. A steep gable is centered in the front roof slope. Extending 
to the east or rear behind the entire structure is a two storey rear wing three 
bays in length, its gabled roof perpendicular to that of the front section. All 
roofs project beyond the walls with wide plain eave and rake cornices. A single 
flue chimney formerly rose within the south gable and a similar chimney rises from 
the middle of the rear wing. This structure appears to date :from the ca. 1885-1900 
period. A one storey twentieth century extension with a low-pitched shed roof 
extends across the east facade. 

Windows are 4/4 with narrow frames, a few retaining louvred blinds. An arched 
2/2 window is in the front gable. The entire first storey front wall is removed 
and brick walls enclose the space formerly occupied by a porch across the street 
front. The entrance was probably in the northerly bay as only the south gable 
had a chimney. 

The entire first floor is remodeled as a restaurant, with no old finishes or 
details in evidence. The second floor is let as an apartment, not accessible 
for inspection. 

A cellar is beneath the rear wing, partially extended into the front section. 
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local history 

Probably an investment and commercial property throughout its history. Part of the 
Spring Garden tract. This house was probably built by Henry Emich. Emich and his 
wife, Mary, took out a mortgage on the property in 1887. (JWS 127 /232) • They had 
leased the property from 1871 from T. Flory (ERA 71/202) • ,lory held the property 
next to this to the south and had a flourishing Carriage Manufacturing firm there. 
R. F. Emich was a Sad.dlery and Harness maker. Both these enterprises were indica
tive of the influence of the Turnpike on the economy of Reisterstown. The 1877 
Hopkins Atlas of Baltimore County indicates that Emich both lived and had his shop 
at this location. 

For some reason Emich defaulted in the mortgage payments and in November 1888, the 
,r"---\roperty was sold at auction to John W. Hi tshue, Sr. for $1900. (Judicial Liber JWS 

119/75) and (163/500). Hitshue (or Hitchue) had a successful hotel at the inter
section of the Turnpike and the Westminster Pike and apparent:).-y was doing some other 
investing at this time. He died in 1895, and his son, John.W. Hitshue, Jr., the 
surviving administrator of his father's estate ana several/other children deeded the 
property to Sallie K. Hitshue, wife of John W. in 1899. (238/104). J. Hitshue is 
shown as the owner on the 1898tl915 Bromley Atlas of ~timore County. 

In 1920, Sall(y) K. Hitshue sold the property to George and Laura Akehurst. In 
1944, the Akehurst children, C. Spencer Akehurst, Beulah L. Grimes, and Lydia V. 
Grimes sold the property (by now with Ground Rent) to Elsie E. Demmes. (523/169 and 

· 915/217). This was a "straw" transaction for Demmes immediately turned the property 
over to Harmon O. Grimes and Lydia. Three years later in 1948, the Grimes sold the 
property to John Czerwinski and wife, Anna. (1703/450) 

Czerwinski sold to Eugene Will in 1967 (4749/53). 

Will sold to John A. Schmidt in 1968 (4898/220). 

In 1972, the Lewis Investment Company bought the property from Schmidt (5306/871). 

In 1975, Herbert Lewis deeded the property to Neil J. Lewis, the current owner. 
Currently a Chinese restaurant is housed in the building. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records Baltimore County Courthouse Towson, Md. 
Judicial Records Baltimore County Courthouse Towson, Md. 
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lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DA TA 
ACREAGEOF NOMINATED PROPERTY approx. 27 .43• x 289' {with #31-33 Main Street) 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRLPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY James T. Wollan A.I.A. 
NAME/ TITLE 

Cornelia Ives, Project Coordinator September, 1978 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Reisterstown, Inc. 833-3078. (Ms. Ives) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

430 Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Reisterstown, Md. 21136 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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