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8/78 

10 MAIN STREET is an example of an original house form in the Colonial 

Revival of the second and third decades of the twentieth century: a two

story square house with a pyramidal roof. It is served the colllDlunity many 

years as the funeral home and residence of its proprietor. Its older back building 

was a stable, grainery and hay barrack, carriage house, a storage area for the 

hearse and a display area for caskets. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

10 MAIN STREET is a Colonial-Bevival frame house, two am one-ha.lf storeys high, 
square in plan, with a truncated py:raaidal roof. It dates froa ca. 1910-1920. In 
the late twentieth century its fint storey was veneered with stone am a one storey 
stone-faced flat roofed addition replaced its front porch. At or about the saae tiae 
a two storey flat-roofed addition was add.ad to the rear, the west, its first storey 
faced with stone, its secon:l with al.uainua siding. The second storey of the original 

house is also faced with aluai.nua siding. The roof is of asbestos shingles. 
On tbe eaat or front facade, two broad shallow bay windows are in the aecom 

storey, each with three 1/1 vimowa. Three 1/1 wimows are on each aide facade of the • 
secom storey and two wide domers are i.n each slope of the roof, tbe domers probably 
original. but now vitb JIOdern windows. 

The house has .oat recently been used as a funeral hoae1 it is nov vacant, 
awaiting deaolition for a shopping center. 

The cellar, first and secom storeys are aostly refinished with aodern plywood 
paneling am large doorways replace the original openings, the staircase fro• tbe 
first to the second floors baa been reaoved but it zalains froa the secom to the 
third. Basically the original plan was one of four roou with the sta.ircase rising 
between the two northerly rooaa. 

The rmaining portion of the original. stair is entirely of oak vi th three turned 
bllaluaters to each tread am aassive paneled newels supporting a moulded bandrall. 
The tblld floor plan is original, as are its details including architraves and doors. 
Architravesare of natural pine, three planes with cyaa reversa at the inner edge. 

Portions of the cellar are w:tf'iniahedJ the walls are of rubble stone and they 
appear to coincide with the stzucture above. Joiats are circular sawn. 

The BACK BUILDING behind # 10 ia, in part, older than the house. Two storeys 
high, of fraae, covered with asbestos shingles, it is in three be.sic partsa a shed.
roofed section to the easts a aidd.le section with a gabled toof, ridge north-souths 
and & westerly section with a gabled roof, ridge east-ll9at. 

Only the easterly section has a cellar, with stone walls and earth floors joiata 
above are circular sawn. The interior of the easterly section is fitted as a modern 
apartaent but earlier in this century it was used as a display for caskets. It appears 
to date froa the early twentieth century. 

The llidd.1.e and westerly sections of the back building date froJl the late 19th 
century, the aitile section being the older. Both sections are unfinished internally, 
largely in their original condition. The circ~sawn bmced fraae structure was 
sheathed with straight-sawn vertical board.ss fomer exterior wall.a now enclosed by 
the additions retain b&ttem with beveled edges. Larger ••bers of the fraae a:re 
joined with pegged 110rt1ae-and•tendon and cut nails were used for saaller aeabera and 
for the boa.rd-am-batten siding. A band-powered elevator 1a noted with these painted 
inscriptions on its wallsa 

E.D. Selby 
Glen Mosris M.D. 

Elevator coapleted 
June 25, 1885 
Thou.a 0 • Cook 

(E.D.Selby was the grandfather of the last private owner of this propertys Glen Mo 
was a rallroad depot about where Reisterstown Luaber Co is now located) Originally t •. 
elevator was about three feet squares it is now about three by eight. 

The aiddle section is a carriage ani hearse house and the westerly section waa a 
stable, grainery am bay barrack. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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local history 

10 MAIN STREET is a typical example of a house type popular in the early 20th 
century Colonial Revival, square with a pyramidal roof. It has long been the funeral 
home with residence above of a family undertaking business serving the immediate 
community. 

'Ebe BACK BUILDING is a typical stable and carriage house required. to support 
village life in the pre-automobile era; in pa.rt predating the house this one was 
adapted as a storage structure for the horse-drawn, and later the motor-powered hearse. 
Fundamental additions provided. space for other aspects of this community business--
the storage and display of caskets. 

10 MAIN STREET and its abck building are awaiting demolition for a shopping center. 
~~ This property shares its earliest history with that of # 14 MAIN STREET (q.v.) 

They were both built on land which originally belonged to Philip Reister, son of the 
town's foumer. 

Philip Reister, Jr eventually acquired the land in 1827 from his mother Eve, widow 
of Philip Reister. When Philip dr died in 1872, Philip Reister Owings, acting as execu
tor for the estate sold the pa.reel to E.D.Selby (ERA 77/564-5) There was no house 
corresponding to the present one standing then. Selby kept only ~ of this lot-
that which is the site of #10. The southern pa.rt he sold off almost immediately to 
Henry Waggoner. 

The original house (which was later to be rebuilt several times) was existing by 
1877. There is a picture of this structure taken in that year. The house then had a 
flat roof, was three storeys tall and the property was surrounded-by a white picket 
fence. A sign on the front read.1 

l!'.d.win Selby 
Carpenter an:l Cabinet Maker 

It was customary for coffins to be ma.de by cabinet makers who then, usually transported 
the deceased to its place of burial. It was a short step, then, to becoming the 

undertaker. Selby's advertisement in the 1877 Hopkins Atlas rea.ds1 
Edwin D. Selby 
Carpenter an:l Builder, Undertaker &:c Prompt 
Prompt attention given to funerals, and a large stock of 

Coffins, Trimmings and Shrouds kept 
constantly on hand. 

Cabinet ma.king and repairing. 
In 1890, another photograph of the house was taken am considerable changes had 

~taken place. The fence is gone. The porch steps extend acJ:Oss the entire front of the 
ouilding. The straight roof line of the original building had been altered to include 
dormer windows on the third fl0or and there was now a peaked roof. (B. Frank, op cit) 

Selby died in 1908 am in his will, he left all his property equally divided. 
between his wife Cecilia and two daughters, Mary E. Tipton and Olivia s. Eline,wife 
·CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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8 Sigii.ficance, continued 

E.D. Selby Funeral Home 
Baltimore County 
Maryland 

of J.F. Eline (BC Wills 128/15) Eline apparently became involved with the business 
and took it over. The establishment became known as Elines. His widow, Olivia, 
devised the house to their two sons Joseph Edwin Eline and John James Eline in her 
will. (B C Wills 31/130) They had helped their father with the business and sought 
to continue it. This was 193.5• 

More changes to the house took place (described in the description section) 
as the house was brought to its present form. The front porch was enclosed. In 1956 

the stonework was added to the exterior. 
By 1960, J. Edwin Eline bad gained the title to the property (3718/635). His 

brother James bad relinquished his share. The Elines continued the family business 
in this location until 19'7'7, and then moved to the southern part of town. The house 
was sold in that year to Shopco and awaits demolition for a mall. 
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