
Immaculate Conception-Old Rectory 

Given the explosion of high-rise buildings in Towson the two story wooden 
frame residences along Ware Ave. have become important documents of an earlier 
era. Certain Victorian architectural features are illustrated in these buildings 
such as the bracketed eaves and project:ing central bay of this building. 

Perhaps the ma:in importance of th is building, however, stems from the fact 
that it was constructed for special purpose .o!. housing personel attached to the 
Immaculate Church. Standing next to the larger convent that was constructed 
less than forty years later the building provides a marked contrast in solutions 
to the same need. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

(110) Ware Avenue is a two story frame structure covered in 
brown split shingle. The building dates from approximately 1910 when it 
was built as a convent for :the Chur_c_h o~ th:e Imma:cuJ__ate eonc-ept·ion. The 
current Church structure was built approximately the same date, replacing 
an earlier structure that burned. Currently the building is used for 
classes for the high school on the grounds of the Church. 

The original portiop of the structure is intact. There is an 
addition in the rear of the building on the north side. The main facade 
is symmetrical. The house is three bays wide. The first floor has a wide 
central bay with a door in the center with sidelights. On either side of 
the door is a sash window with 4/4 lights. A one story porch runs across 
the front of the building. The porch stands on brick piers. ~he porch is 
covered with a shed roof supported by four square columns decorated with 
chamfers and topped by quarter circle brackets. A three foot shingled wall 
surrounds the porch. The wall is broken in the center of the south side 
by wooden steps leading from the sidewalk. The foundation is of uncoarsed 
stone. 

The second story of the main facade features a projecting central 
bay (as in a late Georgian building) as a SErong centralizing feature. A 
pedimented cornice is over the window on the bay. This window is flanked 
by a 4/4 sash window on each side. The fenestration is regular through1 ~ 
the south facade. The roof is gable end with bracketed eaves. There is a/ 

cross gable over the central bay. 
The west facade of the structure is composed of two flush units: 

that portion of the wall belonging to the original structure and that 
portion belonging to the addition. The riginal portion of the facade, the 
wall that forms the SW corner, is windowless with a vent under the eaves. 
The addition ha~ a concrete over stone foundation. The first floor has 6/6 
sash windows and the second floor two. The bracketed eaves under the roof 
are shorter and less elaborate that those in the original structure. 

The north facade is broken into three parts, which, from the NE 
corner meet at right angles and project further out at ea~h intersection. 
The fi~st unit, beginning at the NE corner is windowless. This wall is 
part of the original structure. The next unit. perhaps part of an addition, 
has a door and window on the first floor. The door has a hood and the win­
dow is vented 4/4. The second floor has two windows. The E window is vented 
6/6 and the west window 4/4. Both parts have bracketed eaves with original 
elaborate brackets. 

The third unit has bracketed eaves, but they are less elaborate 
and shorter. Thsi unit is the bacl wall of the addition already discussed 
in the W facade. The first floor has 6/6 windows. The second floor has one 
6/6 window. 

The E facade is brokenonce. The first unit, forming the SE 
corner of the structure, has· a 4/4 window on the f'irst floor. The second 
floor has a hooded door with a fire escape leading to it. Above the door is 
a vent. The second portion of the E facade recedes from the first. Ther 
is~_a door close to the intersection of the two uni ts on the first floor. 
Cement steps lead up to it. On the second floor there are two 6/6 windows. 
( interior description continued on attachment) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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7. ( continued ) 

The interior of the structure has been altered. A single 
large front room spans the southern facade of the house. The original 
floors are intact ( there is a dirt basement beneath this room), 
however, the walls and ceilings have been modified to accomodate the 
classroom it currntly houses. Behind the front room a central hall runs 
from the door inihe east facade through the building to a bathroom 
along the west facade. An open well, three landing staircase with 
what appear to be the original balusters and steps is the central 
faeture of the ahllway. 

Beyond the starway hall along the north facade runs another 
large windowed room from east to west, similarly altered to accomodate 
a classroom. 

Up the staircase to the second landing is a small hallway 
to theright and another "institutionalized" bathroom straight ahead. 
Proceding down the very narrow hallway, there are two small rooms 
on the right used currently as offices. On the left is a room now 
used as a potting and firing area for ceramics. This room apparently 
connected originally to the bathroom and to another room further on 
the left now used for storage. 

The third landing opens to a large front room-the equivalent 
of the one directly below. This room's floor, ceilings and walls 
have been altered to form another class room. 

··-- I 
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( 110 ) Ware Avenue is significant because of the interesting 
contrast between religious structures of different periods all on 
one property. Since the structure was originally designed to serve as 
a_convent, this adaptation of prevailing domestic styles circa 1910 
provides an interesting comparison to the much later convent structures 
right next door, The structure itself also retains many interesting 
architectural details that are worthy of note. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found .·in the 
·Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section. 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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