
ff 701 BALTIMORE AVE. 

Among the collection of late 19th century and early 20th century houses 
wbich constitute the 600 and 700 blocks of Baltimore Ave. one can see 
several interesting front porches. One of them is on this two story frame 
and clapboard building. 

Prior to air-conditioning and the 1tpatio 11 the porch was a very important 
living area in Maryland homes for as much as six months of the year. On 
entering a home the porch was quite often the first covered area of a house 
which one encountered and it was common to find specific types of porch 
furniture. The furnishings of a porch might include not unly chairs and 
benches, but plant stands and a bench-swing, all of which were much used 
during warmer weather. That this living area was oriented to the street 
and facilitated at least eye c'Jntact with passers b:y is an important factor 
in understanding life in a 19th century town. 

The porch was also that area of the house where the Victorian preference 
for ornateness in design saw full bloom. The eaves oftheJporch were often 
bracketed to match those '.)f the house and the columns were decorated with 
chamfers and scro1lwork. A significant number of porches had ceilings 
which were painted sky-blue. Towson has its share of such porches and on 
# 701 Baltimore Ave. the imp::irtance of the porch is a lrnost exagerated due 
to the rather oversized scrollwork on the columns. Whether this effect 
is intentional or more indicative of having bought pre-cut materials is 
uncertain but there is little doubt that with such a porch this house is a 
great contributi:m to this Victorian streetscape. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located a.t 70,l Ba.ltimere Avenue is a. two-star:y frame house with a. 

gable-end reef • It consists of a. ma.in block, withn a. corbelled ohiminey 

located just south ef oenter, a.nd three telesoeping projections to the ea.st. 

The ma.in block is three bays wide and one bay deep with the projection 

being twe bays, one bay and one bay wide to the ea.st. 

The ma.in or west fa.ca.de is oha.ra.oterized by a. perch running the full 

length of the first floor facade. The porch ro&f is supported by f'eur square 

eelumns with oha.m.phered edges a.nd featuring a. railing pa.rtia.J.ly enelesed 

with shingles. The roof ef both the structure ar.ld the perch a.re covered 

with asphalt shingles, The fa.ca.de features a regular fenestration &f three 

4/4 sash wind.ews an the second floor and two 4/4 sa.sh windows on the first 

floor, Also noted a.re ever-sized brackets at the reef between the 
perch and column. An entrance-way is surrounded by: a. deorfra.me with transom 

a.beve. 
The south fa.oad.e f ea.tures a. visible stone foundation pierced. by a 

single opening. Visible ill the ga.ble•end ef the ma.in bleak Cha.ra.cterized 

by an a.rahed, sa.sh windew oentraJ.ly located in the gable-end. Also 

nota.mble is the largest block of a series of telescoping extensions to tile 

ea.st. This western-most extension consists of t'W'o storys and appears 
'/ 

twe ba.ys wide with. a.n entrance in Jd:le western bay consisting of a. d0orwa.y 

with transom. The first story is covered by a. porch •J!RY&P* supported 

by square columns with the porch floor being supported by square brick 

piers. Also visible is a chimney a.t the peak ef the roof ridge pole 

ea.stern-mos-t; bay of the extensien. Also visible on this fa.ca.de is the 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



the entrance to the basement, located in the foWlda.tion of the western·mest 

bay ef the ea.stern-most extension. This extension features a slightly lower 

roofline tha.n that of the more westerly extension. Alse noted was a. smaller, 

one story addition resembling a.n enclosed porch or stoop with hip roof 

a.nd a single, centrally located 2 lite casement window. 

The east :facade features the gable-end cf the ea.stern-meet extension 

with a. centrally leoated 4/4 sash window. This facade displays a full veiw ef the 

southern-most bay of the main block a.nd poits up the basic L-shape ef the 

structure. Also featured on this facade is what appears te be a one-story addition 

er enclosed porch with hip roof a.nd centrally located entranceway. 

The north facade is characterized by irregular fenestration a.nd 

wiruiow size with 4/4, 3/3 and 1/1 sash. Also visible en this fa.ea.de a.re the 

graduated roeflines of' the telescoping extension. The ga.ble ... end of' the ma.in block 

visible on this facade, features centrally located 4/4 sash win.dews in the 

first 8.nd second story'~ The western-most extension features two 4/4 lite 

sash windG>ws lC!>Ca.ted on the second story and one in the eastern-most bay ef the 

first stery. The east~::on-most pertien of the telescoping extension is characterized 

by a slightly lower roofline and a single 6 lite casement window leeated in 

the western-most end of the first story. Alse visible en this facade is what 

appears to be an enclosed stoop or porch. This one-story addition is one bay 

wide amd. features one centrally lG>Oated 2 lite casement window. 



INTERIO,R 

Upen entering the structure located at '709 Baltimore Avenue, it can be 

noted. that the transom placed above the door conta.in.s a pane of frosted glass, The m 

maill. or western entrance opens into a. side hall containing a stairway featuring 

an opem.-string staircase with turned ba.J.listers and scrolled step-ends. Directly 

to the left Qf the entrance-way 1s located a. dHrwa.y in the northern wall cf the 

hall, leading to the pa.rler. This northern roa features large • floor te ceiling, 

4/4 sash windows on'.othe .western wall and on the seuthern wall a centrally lmcated 

fireplace projecting approximately fifteen inches into the parlor, Also 

Visible 1s a meta.l lock box with porcelin doer bobs on the d.eor 1n the ea.stern 

wall leading into a dining rec. The dining room. features an enclosed flue 

chimney on the westexn wall. To the east ef the dining reOJ11 a-re existing a m 

modern kitehen and what a.ppea.rs te be an encleed perch finished. with tongue and 

groove pine pa.n.eling. 

The second story is cha.racterized. by a shm ha.ll at the head of the stairs 

with en~ r&om to the nerth and a bath roem and hall t• the south as well as 

two other m.edern ro•ms. Visible i:n the attic a.re vertically sawn. rafters jeined a.t 

the ridge pole. Alsa noted were rand.om width purlins with ribbed shingles. 

Cut na.ils a.re a.J.se1 observable in the attic. 

Beneath the stru9ture is a full basement. A.osessa.ble emJ.y fra an exterior 

entrance leca.ted. in the foundatictn ef the south facade. The basement features 

unoeursed stome walls and overhead were Visible circular sawn joists. 
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Junong the collection of late 19th century and early 20th century 
houses which constitute the 600 and 700 blocks of Baltimore Ave. one can 
see several interesting front porches. One of them is on this two story 
frame and clapboard building. 

Prior t::i a1r-condi tioning and the 11patio 11 the porch was a very 
important living area in Maryland homes for as much as six months of' the 
year. On entering a home the porch was quite often the first covered area 
of a house which one encountered and it was common to find specific 
types of porch furniture. The furnishings of a porch might include not 
only chairs and benches, but plant stands and a bench-swtng, all of which 
were much used during warmer weather. That this living area was oriented 
to the street and facilitated at least eye contact with passers by is an 
important factor in undE,rstanding life in a 19th century town. 

The porch was also that area of the house where the Victorian pre­
ference for ornateness in design saw full bloom. The eaves of the porch 
were often bracketed to match those of the house and the columns were 
decorated with chamfers and scrollwork. A significant number of porches 
had ceil:lngs which were painted sky-blue. Towson has its share of such 
porches and on # 701 Baltimore Ave. the importance of the porch is almost 
exagerated due to the rather oversj_zed scrollwork on the columns. 
Whether this effect is intentional or more indicative of having bought 
pre-cut materials is uncertain but there is little doubt that wi tb such a 
porch this house is a great contribution to this Victorian streetscape. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 K..~, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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TITLE SEARCH for # 701 BALTIMORE AVE. 

Liber 4298, Folio 20L May 11, 196L 
Granter: Pearl F. Wheattley, widow 
Grantee: Rev. Lawrence J. Shehan 

1•Beginning ••• cQrner formed by intersection of northeast side of 
Joppa Rd. with so•.itheast side of Baltimore Ave. as laid down on Plat of 
"Ware's Additions to TowsontQwne" ••• Plat Book JWS #l/L7 ••• East 117'5"··· 
East 90 1 ••• West 117 1 514 ••• 90' to place of beginning known as# 701 Baltimore Ave. 1• 

Liber 1074, Folio 429 September 16, 1939 
Granter: Bettie C. Foster, widow 
Grantee1 John W. S. wbeattley & wife 

Liber 506, Folio 157 August 30, 1918 
Grantor: George C. Tracey & wife 
Grantee: Milton H. Foster & wife 

Mortgage: Liber 511.J/101 June 12, 1917 George C. Tracey & wife 
to Milton H. Foster, the land being 90 1 fr:mt on Baltimore Ave. by 
117 15" of Joppa Rd. 

All these two lots ••• situate on North side of Joppa ••• Beginning ••• 
East 150 1 ••• East 150'to south side of Ware Ave ••• West 32.5 1 ••• West 60 1 ••• 

West 117.5 1 ••• 90 1 
••• " 

Liber 449, Folio 497 September 28, 1915 
Granter: J. Frank Parks & wife 
Grantee: George c. Tracey 

Liber 287, Folio 394 July 3, 1905 
Granter: David G. Mcintosh, Atty. 
Grantee: George C. Tracey 

Liber 248, Folio 13 October 9, 1900 
Grantor: David G. Mcintosh & wife 
Grantee: Samuel E. Lloyd 

Liber 246, Folio 489 August 23, 1900 
Grantor: Peter E. Torre, Atty. 
Grantee: David G. Mcintosh 

June 18, 1900 Public sale Mortgage from Benjamin F. "Sayne & wife to 
Jacob Torre June 5, 1895 Mrotgage Records 176/261 



Liber 144, Folio 214 January 23, 1885 
Jrantor: William A. Lee & wife 
Grantee: William P. Cole 

••• and part of lot # 6 and # 8 on .Plat of 11Ware 1 s Addi ti on to Towson­
towns 11 recorded in Liber 96, Folio 186 January 5, 189.5 William P. Cole 
to Benjamin F. Bayne 
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