
# 608 BALTIMORE AVE. 

Although altered for commercial purposes this frame residence retains 
much of its original exterior and perhaps more importantly, its scale. It 
is an integral part in one of Towson's last two story residential streetscapes. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The "Six O'Eight J"oint Venture" law offices, located on 608 Balt:imore 
Ave., is an example of a residence altered for commercial purposes. The house 
is a two story frame house resting on a high stone foundation with exterior 
covering of wooden shingles, having two interior end ch:imneys and a gable-end 
roof. 

The front or east facade is three bays wide with a full porch covering the 
first story. The porch is resting on brick piers and its roof is supported by 
square columns. The windows on this side (east) consists of two french doors 
on the first story and 6/6 sash windows at the upper level. All the windows 
:have louvered shutters. In the central bay there is a contemporary entrance 
door that has side lights and transom containing wavy and bubble glass thus 
suggesting a central hall plan. 

There is a contemporary projection to the west side with contemporary 
windows in a recent renovation. This west side contains two 6/6 windows, 
one next to the other on the first floor and a 6/6 window on the second story. 

The north side is three bays wide with three 6/6 windows on both stories. 
On this side we can see a major alteration or addition to the house as evidenced 
by the concrete foundation as compared to the stone foundation of the original 
house. 

The south side is two bays wide with one 6/6 window on the first floor 
and two 6/6 windows on the second fl.oar. There is a major alteration on this 
side a.~d that is a small balcony with a gable-end roof that is supported by 
square columns. 

The inside of the house has been altered for commercial purposes most of 
it being of contemporary t:imes, although there are still certain characteristics 
worth mentioning. On the south side of the first floor stands a flue chimney 
and the french windows of the north side have the same mouldings as the doors of 
the east facade. 

On the second floor there are three rooms on the main block and two more 
on the additional wing. The rooms on the main block have four panelled doors 
with flue moulding and porcelain door knobs which seem to be original. 

'l'he basement, which is now being converted into another office, reveals 
a full room with walls of uncoursed stone. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Although the residence has been altered for commercial purposes, it still 
retains the nineteenth century character of a two story frame house. Buildings 
designed to be residences are becoming scarcer and scarcer in central Towson. 

Not only is the house individually significant, but visually as well, 
being a component of the relatively tU1altered nineteenth century street of 
Baltimore Avenue. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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ll!]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Beginning for the same at a stone planted in the 
ground on the south side of Joppa Rd. at the intersection of the west side of 
Baltimore Ave. and running thence binding on the west of Baltimore Ave. South. 10~ 0 

W. 46 ft., thence North 76° 31 min. West 105 ft. to the lot of ground which by 
deed, Oct. 28, 1908 and recorded in the land records of Baltimore County in 
Liber W.P.C. 336/38, was colllveyed by Jacob L. Hess to Thomas H. Stetser, thence 
reversing the line of said conveyance Court ~Road thence binding on the side of 
.Toppa South 66° 13 m:in. East 99 ft. to the place of beginning. 

LlgT ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Mary A. 'l'arga 
ORGANIZATION 

Goucher College 
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CITY OR TOWN 

'I'owson 
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WAYNE C NI ECO~ ft 
.l:USTOfilC TOWSON.._ INC~ 

DATE 

4-25-78 
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296-5483 
STATE 

Nary land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



TITLE SEARCH FOR 608 BALTIMORE AVENUE 
13/f·- l'-1J3 

July 23, 1975 
Clark F. Mc Kenzie 

May 14, 1971 
G'ertmde R. Croghan, Lillian 

to 

C, Hartman, Mary Ellen Hoover, to 
William Po Bolton1Jra, Thelma. 
c. Bode and Elizabeth. G. Frey 
( Property inherited by them from 
Marga.rite G. Lloyd) 

<February 17, 1939 
Thomas H. Lloyd to 

febi'tiary 17, 1939 
~llzabeth G. Berry to 

Aug. 3t 1920 
Jacob L. Hess to 

July 23 , 1898 
s. Dumphrey et, al. to 

Six O' Eight Joint Venture 
and Theodore J. Porthast, 
John Fe Fader, M, Stanley 
Radcliffe, Dennis J. Psora.s 
and Nicholas J. Pistol.as 

Clark F. Mc Kenzie 

Elizabeth G. Berry 

Thomas H. Lloyd et, al. 
( The et. al, standing for 

Gertrude R, Croghan, Lillian 
c. Hartman, Mary Ellen Hoover 
William P. Bolton Jr,• Thelma 
c. Bode, Elizabeth G. Frey and 
Margarite G. Lloyd, whom at 
bis death would inherit in 
equal parts) 

Thomas H. Lloyd 

Jacob L. Hess 
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