
JOHN BUIDIS HOUSE 

609 Baltimore Avenue has signifigance in that it is one of a few remaining 
cross-gable structures in present downtown Towson. Its architecture is reflec­
tive of the more rural atmosphere of Towson as a small courthouse t01Wn. Along 
with the other build:L11gs on Baltimore Avenue, tnis structure helps to mainta:in 
the scale and appearance of a portion of the town which has cha...""1ged only slightly 
since the earl;y days of the courthouse. Also of interest is the outbuilding 
which is, perhaps, a good example of an early automobile garage. Especially 
interesting is the presence of mortice, tennon, and trunnel construction in the 
framework of all modern materials. T:Q.is detail seems to reflect a rather old­
fashioned method of construction which may stand as a good example of' the rural 
nature of late nineteenth century Towson. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

6 09 Baltimore Avenue -- Jehm Burns Howse 
AND/OR COMMON 

f)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

609 Baltimore Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Tews on 
sT A TE Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_BUILDING(S) LPRIVATE 
/~""' 

X STRUCTURE _BOTH 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

..XOCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Vestry ef Trinity Church 
STREET & NUMBER 

120 w. Allegheny A.venue 
CITY. TOWN 

Towson 

_YES: RESTRICTED 

~YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC_ Baltimore County Oourtaeuse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Tewson 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

cou NTY Bal t:laere 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PAllK 

_EDUCATIONAL - X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

8233.588 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maey'l&nd 

Liber #: 1729 
Folio #: 338 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FA I fl 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X~~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATESpring,1978 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

L4lXlated at 609 Baltimore Avenue is a twe•story fra.Jae 
house with. a gable-end. rGef. It consists •f a. mai:ia bl eek, oha.:r:aoterized 

by a aentrall.y leoated ohinmey, and a. projeotiel!l. te tke east. Tae 
ID.&1• bleck efi the h.1>11se is tlttse (3) bays wide aad one (1) 1-1 deep 

wita the prejeoti•n being two (2) bays mere te tl\e east, 
'l\\e west or uin facade is ciiara.oterized by a. cress-gable. 

Tlae facade aa.i:o.ta.1gs a. regular fenestl:atio• of &/6 w1mews wttla 

le11vered shutters. Tlaere is a full pc-cha oevenng the first &l'tery. 

wllicll is supP4Jl'ted by four square oeluus with oaaafered corners. 
Tlae porch is finished with a. baaister and squue ballisters, aJ1ld 

with twe pilasters en eppesite sides f>f the porch, pessibly helpi•g 

to support tlle perch. oeilimg. Teae;u.e and groove beards cover bot& 
tlae fleer and t.ta.e ceiling of the porch. Tae peroa rests on. briok 
piers with la.ttice-werk filling tae space between tlae groQd aiad 

the porot:i floor. 
A oem.tra.lly looa.ted entrqce i:a the w••t facade suggests 

a. central hall pla:n.. This ea.trance is surr.urided by a. ~eerfraae 

with a. reotaagu.lar tra.nsem and sidelipts. Belew the sidelights are 
raised panels which oerrespend te f eur :raised pan.els in the deer, 

Visible ••the nerth. fa.ea.de a:t.'e one (1) bay et the ma.in 
block a.Jld the gable-end of tne roof witm a s•a.ll louvered. epeDing 

in tke top cf the gable. The ea.st wing, whioh aas its eo p<trcla and. 

entruce, is two (2) bays wide. Aga.inttais porch is supperted by 

square columns with ohu:f'ered eemers Md tbe :tlectr by brick piers. 
A de«i: with a. rectangular tra.nse is Visible, cemtra.l te t!ae .facade, 
but off center in rela.tie:m. te the prejection. All windows visible 
en th.e north facade are 6/6 tdnd&ws, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The east fa.ca.de Gf tm.e baild:tng is typified by the L-plaa. 

The gable-elld &f' tkle ea.st wing is Bot cha.ra.cterized. by the regular 

feaestrati0n present in tlile ether fa.ca.des. Instead, tllis fa.ca.de 

co:iata.ins twe (2) two-paned windows wb.ioit light tb.e cellar 1 Md ene 
very wide window venting the SC1Jt11.th ba.y ef tblis wing, and. tw~ tin;r 
windows in the seoe:nd stery. iUl a.pparrently emclesed porch eeoupies 
the first fleer of the L, thus ceyering the first floor ef the u.in 

bl<!>Ok ef the beuse. 

The soutJa f a.cade eo11sists of one "6<1) ba.y ef tb.e u1n blook:. 

and tb.e gable-end et tlle reef, a.gain with a. sm.all louvered opening 

in tb.e pble. Alse visible on th.is fa.ca.de is the stone fetmd.a.tien of 

tlle ma.in 'block of the house. Two (2) 6/6 wimtiows a.re visible a the 
second floor ef th.e ea.stem prejecticn, being eoc•pied by wl:la.t is 

a.ppa.rently a.n. enclosed porch. Uprigh,t beams or supports a.re seen on 

either side et tb.e.midd.le window, with tile western aost window being 

small and the ether two (2) wllldows of the regular 6/6 type seen. 

elsewhere in the heuse. The floer of the perob. is supported. by tli1ick 

briok p;ters. Also visible a.re the ra.fter-end eaves on the ea.stern. 
side tJf the enclosed. poron. The cevered entrance te the cellar wa.s 

noticed a.t the ea.stern side if the m.a.im bleck oil the south fa.ca.de. 

2 

AlthGugla the lumse is covered with asbestos siding, en tae ea.st 
side of the east wing , wa.s observed.. under cpllle damaged portion of' the r11.~' 

siding, ca.pboa.rds with wire nails. Also observed was a. rounded weGden 
wa.terta.ble, directly a.bGVe the sto111e f E>unda.tion. 



61/~jt/l 7 

INTERIOR 

.A.pproa.ohin.g 609 BaJ.tim.ere .A.venue fra the Pin or west •!ltra.m.ce, 

ene enters tnrwgl:l this deerwa.y into a sba.llQW hall, with deuble 

pa.rlm:s 011 either side. The parlor on the :nortll side 0f the heuse 
epens int• a. sluxrt hallway with a. stairway leading te the second 

story en tae south. side, and a deer leading toa.ne>ther nortllem perch 
en the norta side. Directly to tla.e ea.st is a doorway leading to a 
kitchen wkioh typifies the.L-sha.ped pla.m. ef the :&.euse. Significant 
details e£ the houe include an ornate fleraJ. patterned. chair rail 

in the front entra.noe !tall and 111&u.lding seen a.round sae of the doors 
in the dou.ble parlors. 

The plan seen downstairs is repeated in ~e upper stery, with 
~~·-est wing eentaimng two{S!) bedroqs a.nd•the ea.st wing containing 
ot\ela.rge room to the north a.nd a sm.a.ller rOJIUA •n the sou.th side. 

. There is a full ba.semelilt tm.der the heuse with the east h.a.lf 

h.a.vinf 'been fully m.cde:rnized. On the west side is seen a full, stone 
· oella.r featuring ,st._e.· lf~ls ()4:J11$truete(i ef uec~td. rubble a.ud. a 

massive ohane1support of briok, sqa.ve-a.rohed. a.nd appearing to be 
le&d. bearing-·• Glmstruoted of saJ.11011-celoured brick, th.is bu.tress 

measures 27'~x4t,!. Alfi•: :vtsible 1ft the west side of the 'ba.seaent a.re 

vertica.lly ~wnjoists with cut :tia.1ls in the bra.oes tn the Joists. 
Evidence is · px'esent tlilat the baseJ!leli.'\ 'W'lder the ea.st w1m.g may .A.a:ve 

been o•t later t)la.n taat mid.er the west wing. 

The baseaent a.ls$ features two (2) ~ews in the soutil~rtd. 

_two (2) wi¢ows in the ea.st end1 tne { 1} rl~ow in tAe west eild:.wari.d 
th& ~or\kern facade is with.eut windns. 

On the wh_0le, ,,~··structure appears to be highly a.l'f;.EQ:"ed frea 
' /: .. ' .. , 

its earlier a.ppeua.ncel:~a.'hlu•ugh e;f;i.a.-.ee exists of c~in periedic 
cma.ra.eteristics suck as therad.icalJ.1 Clif'f~e•t mol1ldi.ng a.relll\d the 
deers, a. true picture of the original plan Gt tlte hGUSe is .. n~;: .,.-eadilj; 
available •n the existing sur.f'aoe, Fer instu.ce, there is a. central 
obiPey, however there a.re uo existing visible f.:irepla.oes, aJ.:tllwgn 

it w'U .l.e ... ::t.ft&t,a·f''1•user_JJICdU_pel'lt et 'lilha.Jl....__\l! rlli'•rs :aaatJ.a. .• 
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Also of interest is the kitchen where there is visible a. door, now 

closed a.nd pa.im.ted, leading to a perch on the north side which 1s 
now enclosed. 

Outbuilding 

Located to the east of the main structure at 609 Baltimore A 

Avenue is a. smaller frame building with a gable-end roof. This one 

story stucture features a covering of German siding and a reef ,at 

one time covered with wooden shingles, now covered with asbestos 

shingles. The outbuilding is ef frame constructien with all medern 

materials as shown in the circular sawn weed and wire nails visible 

throughout. 

The S81i1th fa.ea.de of the building features a ~/6 light windew c 

centrally located in the gable-end. 'The nerth fa.ca.de tea.tu.res the 

same ,6/6 ligR.t wind.G>W in the gable-end, but below the gable·e~ ef tae 

reef, the rest of the fa.ea.de features a single opening occupying this 

entire north side. The west facade features a doer a.t the saatb~atid 

with an opening in the upper half a.nd the lower portion characterized 

by three raised, rectangular pan.els. This fa.ca.de al.so fea.tu.res a '1/6 

light windew set tewa.rds tme nerta side ef the facade •. The eutb•ilding 

is oenstructed with a brick feW:lda.tien and the fra.ae censtruction of 

the stncture is clearly visible in the interior. Tae jeining of sill 

to p~st is a.ccemplished using a mortice, tenon, and trunnel. This 

metaocl of framing is al.so visible in ether portions of the building. 

This eutb~ilding is presently in use as an auteaebile garage and 

appears to aave been built specifically f0r that purpose. 



-Q SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~i.:OMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 -AGRICULTURI;: -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_16()0-1699 ~RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 _ART -ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~ 1800-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

609 Bal.timere Avenue ha.s signifigance in tmat it 

is one ef a. few rema.1n1ng cress-gable structures in 

present dewntewn Towsen. Its a.rcmitecture is reflective 

of tlle mere rllr&l a.tm.es]:irlere of Tewson as a small collrt-

i!leuse tewn. Aleng with the ether buildings en BaJ.timere 

Avel!lu.e, this structure llelps te aai:m.ta.in tile sea.le and 

appearance ef a pertien ef the town wllicil has ohariged 

only sli&'.btly since the early days of tae courthouse • 

.Also of interest is tAe outbuilding wlaich Ui, perhaps, a 

geed exam.ple of an early autoaobile garage. Especially 

interesting is the presence af aertice, telUlon, and trlilll1el 

constructien in tlae fruewerk ef all .raodern u.teria.ls. Thia 

detail seeas te reflect a rather old-fashioned aethod of 

construction which aay stud,aa a geed exuple of the rural 

nat1lre of late n1meteentm century Tewsen. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an A.ct of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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Cha.in of Title 

The fellewing is an 1neeaplete chain ef title to the land 

en wbieh the structure stands. Reference is tae Baltiaere 

Ceuty Land Recerds Office. 

1949 Liber 1729 Fel1• 338 
itr:'Jlest c. Hatch, Successor Tru.stee ef L. Gibbens Saart (gruter) 

to 
Tae Vestry •f Trinity Cllureb. (gra.atee) 

••• H. Ceurtaey Jenifer Md Mau.de Saa.rt or181aal trustees, 
filed a petiti•• in Equity askimg tAe cft:t't te usue jurisdicti,.en 

ef the Tr\!lst Estate ••• best a. Hatch tlaen appeiil~ed'tnstee 
in tae place of Maude 811.art ••• Begimti•g ••• at the cerner :tented 
by tlle i:n'krsectien ef tAe East side ef BaJ.tiaore .A.vea11e a.ad the 

Soatllwest side of tl\e J eppa Read taooe ru.uing wi ta &1!4 bindb11.g 

en the :ma.st side of :.8altaere a.veaµe a.ad ea a part of tae first 
'•" ) 

liae ef a. pa.reel ef l..U. • • South. 13 degrees 30 ainutes, Wut 
l'' ·, ;' 

109 feet taeace leaving said avenue and eutline rm:ming for lines 
' et divisi• tile two felloWing ceurses &JJ.d 41.ataacea, viz. 1 Seu.ta 

76 degrees, East 111.75 feet aad N•rti. 13 degrees 3o.i~tes, llSt 
• ;.r 

79.22 feet te the sem.tawest side of th.e Jeppa. Read a.ad:t• the 
peint in the fifth l1:ne ef tb.e afersa.id pa.reel of la.ad •• , tllenee 

. . ..... ~ 

bin.ding on a. part of said f ifta 11•• and •• tae Sau.thwest side 
of the Joppa Read, North 61 degrees 30 ai1111tes West 11.5.90 feet 

t• th.e place ef begining. 

1944 Liber 1333 Folio 516 

Henry Paul (gra.mtor) 
to 

Ma.lild.e Saa.rt, Trt:lstee •f L.Gi'bb•u Saart (gratee) 



1919 1fa.beti' .;1j Felio 336 

George c. Traee;y a.ltd Ann.a Parker Tracey (graters) 

tG 
·Henry Paul and Clara May Paul {gratees) 

2 

••• Being a pa.rt ef the greuad whiek by a deed a.lene reffered te wa 

wa~, Q•nveyed by AdelpJ;i Sterk te Tracey and a pa.rt of tne greund 
'l, C' ·: ' 

eenveyed as aforesaid by Henry L. Bewem te Tracey. 

1893 Liber 197 Fo11• 336 
He:n.ry L. Bowu and Daniel .Alden (granters) 

to 
Geerge c. Traeey {grantee) 

••• a.t tne end ef One HUJ!ldred and Feurteen (114) feet soutaerly 
frea the interseetien ef tne ea.st side of Baltiaore A.vemle and 

the sout)). side of the County Road.. • • and assuaing thence a 

sntherly bound.1ng en tile ea.stir side of Ba.ltiaere A.venue fifty{,50) 

feet tkence easteri, and parallel te Alleghany .A.venue ene hundred 
and seventy eight feet three lll.ches (178' 3") te tae greun.d ef 

'O 
the Pt\testant Episcopal Oll11rch ••• firstly described and conveyed 
to Waslaingtcm Townsend and wife to tme aforesaid Henry L. Bowen ••• 

1892 Liber 192 Feli• 198 

Ad•lplil Stork aJld Sens (gram.tor) 
to 

George c. Tracey (grantee) 

• • • a.t tke corner f oraed by tae intersection ef the eastern 

side ef Baltimore .A.venue and Soutlleri, side ef t.he County 

Read leading frea Tewsentown ••• and running thence se11taerly 
bounding en the eastern side of Bal.ti•.re Avenue onehundred 
and feurteen feet {114) taenoe easterly paral.l~l with Allegl!).&ny" 

Avenue one hu.ndred and Set'enty•eigtat feet and ~e19 A.nones (178':3" 

to the lot of greund belenging to the Vestry of Tri~ty Episc•paJ. 

Cl\lueh ••• then nortl\erly betmding en said ckurch lot.'• • sixty-six 

(66) feet te intersect the so111.ther:ty side of the said ceuntry 

Road.. • { 179) :.feet to the place be~,;. 



1883 Liber 144 Felie 333 
D~vid G. Mcintosh (gra.nt0r) 

te 
.Adolph Stork (grantee) deing bll.siness as A. Stork and Sons 

missing deeds John Burns (granter) ? 

te 
David G. McI<l':tash (grantee) ? 

'!'i 

1871 Liber 71 Felie 348 
Wash.agten Townsend and wife (granters) 

te 
Jan Burns (grantee) 

3 

••• being th.e same let of greund which was leased by the said Townsend 

and wife to the said Burns ••• 

1869 Liber 63 Folio 565 

{ Joan Bmns a.#ees to rent th.e saae lot ef ground fre 

Washington Tewnsend and wife) 

-- last deed ref ered. to 



IJJl-J'll 9 
OUTBUILDINGS IN TOWSON 

Cutbuildings are L~porta-~t in understanding pre-modern lifestyles. In the 
area of transportation for example it is easy to overlook the number of buildings 
and other structures which have come intc existence with the development of the 
combustion engine. These would include not only the home garage and gas station 
but heavier bridges and hard top roads as well as a host of 11drive-in11 stores· 
and entertainments. 

Although not as extensive or explosive, the same may be said of the age 
of horse travel and its buildings and structures. An understanding of Towson 
in the second half of the 19th centurJ would be incomplete without realizing 
the number of stables necessary for housing horses and wagons. Neither the 
Hopkins nor Bromley Atlases indicate chicken houses, privies, etc., but they 
do show that quite a few homes had stables and barns behind them. The Hopkins 
Atlas of 1877, for exa.mple, shows over forty stables in central Towson. The 
Bromley Atlas of 1898 shows most of these still in existence with an addtional 
twenty or so having been bu4t in the meanti.'lle. All but one, of these outbuildings 
are indicrted as being of wood construction. Most of these were probably frarn.e 
altho~gh it is kno~m that the Bowen House for exa'llple had several log outbuildings. 
In 1850 there were stone outbuildings at Epsom and there was a stone spring- · 
house behind the Towson Tavern but the onl~ masonary barn/stable indicated by 
Bromley is a large brick structure on the southwest corner of Delaware and 
Pennsylvania Avenues. Hopkins appears to indicate the same structure in 1877. 
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