
I.EE ~~ LICKI.E HOUSE (SITE) 

Of the dozen or so Victorian residences which once defined the intersection 
of Washington and Allegheny Avenues this 1890 1 s Queen Anne residence was one of 
the more prominent. Commercial development, however, has destroyed more than 
half of these houses. 

Such typically Victorian architectural elements as shingle-and-clapboard 
siding, porches, polygonal projections and multi-directional slate roofs were 
common to this house and others. 

Also lost with the Lee-Lickle House and its neighbors, was the ·human scale 
of this 19th century rural courthouse town. 
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fl DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 
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...KoRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE Winter, 77 /78 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

When the southwest corner of the intersecticn of ·~fashington and Allegheny 
Aves. was empt.ied of the three Victorian buildings which stood there, Towson 
suffered a major loss to the physical elements which give it its unique character. 
Chief among these buildings was the large dwelling knmm as the "Lee-Lickle 
House." The house, along with its two most immediate neighbors, was empty when 
first examined (nov., 1977). Soon after the next, and subsequent, visits 
witnessed demolition by vandals and before a report could be finalized all 
three buildings had been removed. While the Dr. Jarrett Building!was eventually 
transported to a.rt0ther site this house and !!William Lee House i/2H' were demolished. 
Each was knocked down, broken up, loaded into trucks and added to the Texas 
landfill within a day. 

The Queen Anne influence was strongly felt in Towson during the latter part 
of the Victorian era. The asymmetrical plans, varied exterior textures and 
shapes pecu.liar to that style were much in evidence. The crossroads formed by 
the intersection of Allegher30 and Washington Aves. was perhaps the best example 
of this fact because there were, until recently at least, five Queen Anne 
style residences within two doors of the intersection. The Lee-Lickle House was 
the most prominent because oi' its size. 

'I'he Lee-Lickle House is constructed of a balloon frame with an exterior 
covering of beveled clapboards and shingles. It is a full two stories on stone 
foundation that is part of a full cellar. The oversized dormer and gables give 
the attic the role of a third story. A wrap around porch on the northeast 
corner (front), entrance porches on the east (side and back) and a second story 
gallery· (sleeping porch) on the east facade increases the visual area which the 
house seems to occupy. This effect is increased both inside and outside by 
several polygonal projections (bay windows and swell fronts) on the north, east, 
and south sides. 

The house is oriented to Allegheny Ave. 'l'h is side contains the main entrance 
which is reached by ascending five steps and crossing the porch. Square paneled 
columns and banisters define the steps. The single story porch covers the east 
half of the first story and is supported b:y slender doric columns. Probably 
not original given the fact that both porches have turned columns with scroll 
work brackets. Extra brackets were found under th:1.s porch. A two story swell 
front occupies the west half of this facade. 'l'he upper and lower bays are 
sep rated by a string of jnset panels. The top bay is crowned with a dentiled 
cornice. It is the north facade which contains· the over sized dormer. It 
rises above the previousl;y· described first and second stories and does not 
culminate in the expected gable but in a jerkin-head roof. 'I'he dormer is vented 
by a row of three 1/1 windows (all windows 1/1 unless noted) and decorated with 
fishscale shingles. 

The cross gabled north facade is noticeably plain and comparatively mono
lithic, a f'eature probably detc"rmjned by the fact c,hat the building shared a 
straight border on the ~fost with a close neighbor. 

'rhe wrap around porch ma~,r be a response to the fact that the house occupied 
a corner lot which was unshared prior to t:ne construction of Dr. Jarrett's 

office in 1900. The east facade therefore has the same frontality as the North 
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which is differentiated primarily by the formal porch entrance. Another swell
front can be seen ~n the central bay of this facade. It lights the dining room 
downstairs and an upstairs sitting room. A deeply corniced and sharply pitched 
gable tops the swell-front. This gable is vented by a decorative 18/l window. 
A hipped roof dormer with a lfl window caps the north bay. A two story wing 
takes up the south bay. Porches cover both stories. The lower porch has the same 
turned columns and brackets as the back (south) porch. The upper porch or gallery 
is perceived as original by virtue of the same beveled siding as is seen in the 
exterior having (;een used to panel the intfrior wall. No proof exists that this 
was a "sleeping porch 11 but its proximity to the sleeping rooms and the sliding 
windows and screens supports such a description. 

The south side or end of the house is narrow due to the T-plan of the house. 
It is two bays in width. J:J. porch occupies the west bay and makes the southwest 
corner a negative space on the first story. The pantry windows vent the East on 
the first floor and a three sided bq wondow lights the second story. 

The attic level is windowless but is shaped by a steeply pitched and open 
corniced gable. 

The porch on the west end and the space between the other porch floors and 
the gounnd is covered with ,anels of lattice. 

All of the windows, except the east gable, are 1/1 and have louvered shutters. 
'.!:'he east swell front windows have custom cut shutters to accomodate the off size 
windows. 

The cro~ming element of this zig-zag roofline is a most distinctive chimney. 
It is massive and made distinctive by a curvilinear cap which swel1.s at its base. 

Much of the interior was demolished prior to examination. The stairs, mantle, 
etc. had veen removed. 

As can be expected in a Queen Anne era building the interior of this house 
evolves i.n a somewhat irregular manner. There is a general L-shape to the building 
and its rooms are in general typified by their tall ceilings, large windows and 
mouldings of the period. 

The full basement reflects the plan of the house and is constructed of un
coursed stone. Even the polygonal bay of tte east facade is reflected in the shape 
of the cellar walls. The area is lighted by strategically placed windows and there 
is an exterior entrance on the west side of the south wing. 

'rhe south end of the room contains a square buttress and in the center of 
the ce,llar on &'1. alignment with the chimney is a 5!-21 square stone pillar. 'rhis 
structure is not only the support for the chimney but it is load bearing to the 
first floor. One can see circular sawn joists which measure 2" X 1011 • 

On the first floor one finds a half dozen rooms. In the main block or 
north end there is a hall, din:ing room and double parlors. The hall occupies 
the northeast corner and contains stairs that are attached to the east wall. Oral 
history suggests that the hall was lighted in part b,; a transon and sidelights 
filled with stained glass. Small square windows in the east and west walls lighted 
both the stairs and the hall. 'rhe hall is large and occupies aprroximatley half 
the width of this wing and a parlor containing a fireplace the other. The north 
parlor is characterized by the three sided bay and the kitty-corner fireplace in 
the southeast corner of the room. This area of the hoi.::_se was stripped before 
recording but it is presumed that 1.t contained the same oak colored trim an the 
rest of the house. In addition to the ovolo mouldings and bulls-eye cornerblocks 
there was a mantlepiece and double sliding doors between the parlors. 

The two parlors occupied the west half of the main blick. The hall and dining 
room was a bright area which was well lighted due to the swell front of the east 
facade. The ceilings of this and other :vooms on th:i_s level, measure nine feet in 
he:tght. There j_s a built-in closet (presumably for china, etc.) in the south-
west corner of the room. 
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The south wing contains the kitchen area which includes a large walk-in 
pantry on the southeast corner. The same mouldings and cornerblocks are in the 
kitchen as well as tongue-and-groove wanscot rising vertically 41 above the floor. 
A chair rail rops this paneling and projects 2~2" out from the wall. There is· a 
built-in cupboard occupying most of the north wall. It is 8~ 1 high and 4;!,::zt wide. 
The northwest corner of the room contains an entrance to the cellar. 

The southwest corner has an exit to the south porch and the sourheast corner 
an entrance to the pantry. The northea.st corner has a doorway leading into a 
small hallwav. All of these doors contain metal boxlocks with porcelain knobs. 

The sec~nd floor reflects the plan of the first. It can be reached by either 
the "front" steps in the entracce hall or the "back" steps in the small hall 
between the kitchen and dining room. It contains a large room directly over the 
dining room which is assu.~ed to have been a sitting area. There are an additional 
three bedrooms. Although it is unknown if the Lee family had servants or not the 
"back" stairs and bedrooms of the south wip.g may have been the domestic provision 
of this design. 

The bedrooms do not match in size. In the south bedroom there is a walk-in 
closet that has its own window. 

There is a bathroom at the junction of the south wing to the main block (east 
side behind the sleepi.!g porch) and it is perceived to be original. It contains 
the same wans cot as the kitchen, early 20th century plu.i'Tlbing fixtures and a!! claw
footn tub. Privies appear to have been the norm in Towson prior to the 1880 1 s 
and certainly were in use long after. 11Bath11 rooms predate that period, however, 
and may have been the logical place for locations 0£ 3!ater toilets. 

'I'he multi-shaped roof nearly constitutes a third story in terms of space. 
The jerkin head roof of the main block and the gables of the south wing result 
in varied interior spaces with equally varied ceiling shapes. A waist high 
plate in the north w:L.vi.g suggests proper half-storEJ,g~. There are in all three rooms 
on the third level which can be reached by both se:t;s of stairs- a further suggestion 
of' a servants area. The roofs and partitions make this area choppy, but interesting. 
The hollow spaces created by rectangular walls intersecting with the pitched planes 
of the roof are utilized for storage. The attic of the south wing was reached 
by a treacherously located door in the stairwell that was wide enough to suggest 
this area as particularly designated for storage. 
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_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 
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--ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 
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_MILITARY 

-MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

BA-11./a 
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_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
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_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Of the dozen or so Victorian residences which once defined the intersection 
of Washington and Allegheny Avenues, this 1890's Queen An.~e residence was one of 
the more promi.nent. Cornmercial development, however, has destroyed more than 
half of these houses. 

Such typically Victorian architectural elements as shingle-and-clapboard 
siding, porches, polygonal projections and multi-directional slate roofs were 
common to this house and others. 

Also lost with the Lee-Lickle House and its neighbors was the human scale 
of this 19th century rural courthouse town. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



TITLE:: SEARCH F'OR LEE-LICKLE HOUSE 

Liber 5)60, Folio 299 July 22, 197.5 
Ci-ran tor: William F. tickle et. al. 
Grantee: William F. Lickle, Jr. 

11Beginning ••• southwest c"rner or intersecti:m of Allegheny and 
Washington Avenues ••• 1)0 1 to the north side of a 20 1 alley ••• '·Iest 100 1 

••• 

to place of beginoihg. ~eing lots No. 27 & 28 as designated on a plat of 

'Jashington rowsend 1 s propt:rty ••. made by Charles T3. ~-1cGlean ••• Or.t.,lfl82. 11 

Liber 131, 4'olic; 51L November 13, 1882 
,'}rantor: 
(}ran tee: 

'..·'JBJJS: 
1887 
1898 

Washington Towsend P. wife 
~lilliam :\. TJee 

1.if. Hopkins shows no hc)Use Owner-Vrashington '.'.'owsend 
Rromley st'.Jws this h'.Juse Owner-~rfil1iam A. Lee. 
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