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CALVARY !3APTIST CHURCH 

Al though built in 1929, Calvary Baptist Church is signifi~cant 
for several reasons. It is the second church on these grounds;·the 
first having been a frame building constructed in 1892. The copgre
gation using this building has been meeting in Towson since 1890. 
The building is important as a visual link to that time when the 
Courthouse and the square around it dominated the town, and not 
even a church steeple would vie with tl:e gilded Courthouse dome 
for prominence. Architecturally the building is important as a 
fine example of church architecture, having been constructed of 
local Baltimore County stone. 
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B DESCRIPTION 
f!>A-tV3o 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

_JORIGINAL SITE ~EXCELlENT 
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CHECK ONE 

..i..UNALT"ERED 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This i~ _ S..!l .:..1 t:n;o~'l~ c.iw.·c ... b\.Jl t on 1..he .i:-1~ o .... c;i. L tin cross 
in the 1 te Gothic RevivG:l style , with distinct En lish char cteristics. 
Th cht1.rch occupies the northeast corner of the intersec"tion of flest 
Pennsylvania an Baltimore Avenues , facing the north side of Court 
Houwe I.) u r in th center o_· To fl son. 

The Structure bas a lo i tuain 1 axis so the aout. f c d iere 
the m in entry i~ located is ctu lly a 'Lble end f cinh t e st-reet . 
l'h b'l.f.ildi is one story , althou h bee use it its on ..... li t und , 
and nas a roo.f \ it very stee pitch, it ap oars to be hi her . . 
E .... >;>enti ell the c iurch i· one :u e hi m ;alled sp ce wit tb floor 

lan of cross , Ji th _ t 11 projecti, to er built into c::. SOl.lth .fa-
cade . 

_he south f cad is a~ ettric 11 divided into t :irec (3) b '3 , t .ie 
middle b y bein t e bell tower .h· ch projects a.p roxim tal: tvm i'eet 
fro t ell ond cont ins t e entry doors t the b e . A pointed ~ch 
cont rias t e doo .. , hich ere ric 1 ·n l d ~ [iI' the selve pointed. 
DiI·ectly bovc e door\. y i. lar ointed _rch ;vi do , divid& by 
w o n ullions into four sectio .s . en the i 1terior , tnL souther..1 ~ 
rindo · ec 1oes the s ace era te o the b ptistery t th n rth t;)n of 

t .e cnu ·c . Continuin on t. e e ·terior, ·the touer ri es bove thi,;;i win-
der: , bove the pe ;.k of the able , d ends '"'t the bel.L'r ,. • ..ll four 
aides of the belfry ..:.r ope .ed 'by t o pointed m·c ope in s . The ex-
tr e top o~ the to{er is crennul ted . Th entire to.: i supported by 
di on 1 buttresses , \ ich prot"'ude pproxi t 1y t irty i ches from 
the tower t the b se , Wld less as they rise vertice.ll . 

.t:he tv·o bey fl mkin the tow r e c co ta.i t o in 
c t l .bov t e other . ~1h lo ..... t i..... n rrow vertic 1 rec 
wnich i poin-t;ed arc hich ec oe t e lai" e centr ll. 
to ·er . 

Tr. o entr :.nces ar 
ible fro e south . At ~ e ~estis 
it st ir .... le din up aacl dil:·ectl 

tho re r o_ t e church. 
l.I:tos·t to t e r of'lin 

hich h l::.m i 
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Item #7 Description •.• continued- 1 

The east side is like the west side , except in back of t!le 
transept , the new Sund~ School ac1di tion (the l2I'riso:n Rider 
~1emoriQl wi~} was tied into the boo.y of the church in 1960. This 
is o t'o story structure , five b~ys wide and two b~ys deep, joined 
to the older portion of' the cnurch .~t a ninety de7ee an-=rle . It 
hes exterior entrEnces on the south, eas~ , ahd north sides . On the 
north ~ide , the o.ddi ti on projects out h lf of' its width beyond 
the rear or north eide of' the ol.... church. This north fac&.de ·is e
lar ... e able end with five small rectangular ·dndo,,s , end project
ing chimney that rises through ~he peak of the gable . 

Both the e'st E.l...ltl west &ides o~ the church are butressed 
bet"iveen the :four windo.vs. rhe buttresses rise apprcxim1:1.tely two
thirds of the di.stance to th top of the ,.ralls . A stone water 
t hle runs co11tinuous 1 r alonzi; the sides , as does a row of 1 iree 
projoctin modillions , belo·.~ the f'ascia. 

The entire buildi lg ia con_t.tructe<l. of' cov..!"sed 11Laf"..b. Raven stone" 
which io que .. rried loc lly in Baltimore County . The stone is aet 
in mortar , leavin,3 e. jo:Ll1t of' .. bout one inch visible. The corners 
a.re uoined with lar ,ar stones , but ere not deliber~t&ly ~mph Jized . 
Extensive use i~ m_de of li!l'ie~tone for copin and trim ji['Ound 
windo. s and doors . The roof is dark ,,rey slate , ~.nd is prob bly 
oril!inel . 

On the ea.st and .. st sides of the roof ( .vh: ch runs north- south) 
three small r;abled dormers Cd.mi t liaJ:lt to tho ceilin nrer of the 
chvrch . Their trim is :painted a. beige color , as i-3 all hte rest 
of the exterior 11ood , suc.:i as the exte 1;;ive tr cery in the ?.'indows. 
All the doors to .ii;he church s.re a rich weathered brown which shows 
the n- in of the wood. Intricate panelinr ·tnd trrcery characteriz.;; 
all the exterior aoors , in keepin~ with the Gothic style. 

·r11 church sits ab ve street level, .nd ~ t'1e ·,eet side , the 
'T 'Li.e leve 1 is ialf"' ry up the b se • t • 11 , s 6.r te ~11 · ad b the 
cofferdams round the ba.Lement -;indo. :J . On tLe ea3t side, the 
1"ade is lower , llowing the bas mnt f.indows to be fully reve led . 

The ground imm die.tel ea.st of the church forms a courtyard , con
ts.inin, NalkW!!SS "&O the Harrison Rider , i ng . This courtyard is 
cleverl separated .from the activity P.t street level t)y ;i. serpentine 
b~ick n 11 , d~ed in 1~60 . 

Since the church sits above street level , one approaches the 
ms.in en try via steps . Until 1967 , there Has e. strai !'fht sta.irwey 
le din~ directly to the doorlfway . '3:owev0r , ::B ltimore County claimed 
s. right- of- wuy in front of the church , so the stairway ·was chr..n:;ed 
to flanking appro ch. One now P..pproachss the south f ce.de from 
steps in an east- west orientation . This is t!le onlv exterior ch~e 
since 1929 , except of course hhere the 1960 wing was added to the 
church. 

Enterin~ the church through the south fac __ de , one -proceeds 
to e. small vestibule or uarthex at the rear of the church. Tii.ree 
sets of doors , repeating the tripartite division of the exterior , 
open from the na.rtnex onto th main body of the church. Directly 
over the na.rthex is a. balcony ·Nhich is reac hed via the s iral stai.r
case in the turret on the east wall . The Balcony extends approximately 
three feet beyond the the narthex over the doors by mea.11s of 
projecting wooden boxes sup ortd by ornate wooden brqckets . 
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Item #7 Description • . • continued- 2 

The ain portion of tte church is one large hall approximately 
thirty- five feet wide and seventy fe t long . It i~ one ai le Nide 
and is covered by a roo£ with an open ceilin~ . There are two rows 
of pews separated by central aisle leadin~ to the pulpit . These 
pews are said to be over one hu dred yea:rs old , havinr. come from 
the old Franklin Square B ptist Church in Baltimore City . They 
~e reported to e made of solid native ~aryland Chestnut . On the 
exterior side walls , the main body of the church is denoted by the 
four pointed arch windows . 

Proceedin north to~ rds the SE:lnctu rv , the transepts create 
addi ibionW. space in which pe1J.s are loc ted , an well as an orcan and 
se ting space for a choir . Each tr_nsept has a large pointed arch 
window , which is subdivided by mullions into £our lancet windows . 

The north v.a.ll o.f tl e church reflects the tri-parti te division 
inherent in Gothic Church desif';!l . The raised pulpit is reached by 
three st ps bahind which the center portion of the V'.' 11 is opened 
by large pointed arch . The B ptistery is recessed in this arch , 
end behi d and risin~ above it is yet nether pointed arch ·ith 
wooden tr-cery that subdivides th top portiou of the arch into 
suve11 parts . However, the .Baptistery is the dominant olen:;c.it of 
the ~anctuury . It i~ space created by partitio~in off the front 
of niche in the north ~;rall . The ~ 11 is p in.tea dark blu( trimmed 
wiml1 old st rs , ;:md ·thio forms the backdrop for. the pulpit . It 
gives the impression or myst rious void , n.nd the viewer s ' eye 
cannot help but be drawn to it . 

Fl nking the centr 1 arch arc two sm ller pointed arches . On 
the Nest side ~e doors to the minister ' s study and on the east is 
space for additional se-tin~ . Ori~in.Ll.ly , the wall space bove tho 
doors on the west side was bl:mk, and the e st side contained the 
pipes for the ere.en , thuo ivinr an unbal need appear mce . In 1960 
thi:-J w s ch '!1 ed ::md both the oast i:..nd west uiaes of th .v 11 bove 
the arche..., Nas enclosed , thereby b(;i} 1cinr the appe.::.rance of the 
sanctvciry . The orga11 oi ea nmv ppear 1.t floor level. 

The most doruin~tin~ struci-ura.l spect of the interior is the 
set of five roof trusses which sup ort t e roof and re fully 
exposed . rhe truss desi n is b sed on En ,lish Gothic church oon
str1.1ction , an elem nt \yhich s~t::.. En lish church&~ ... p r from all 
oth r"" . .r ee-c Trusses rir of .. olid r~d o'?.k, with rafters being 
eie; t inc es by te inches , the struts i .t inches s u ro , nd 
tho purlino ei"'ht inc ws by six. There mey be mortise and tenon 
joints used to r .aton these tiI'lbers ' but since bolts ::nd f !.Gtoning 
plates are vied le , this is prob bly the cy they arc joined. The 
trusses extend to the top of the plate , u.nd are extondea do.m the 
fE1co of the wall to a projectin,.. stone corbe .1- pproxima.tely seven 
feet above floor level . 

The interior waJ.ls of the church are finished with rough 
textured plaster painted a Goft yellow. All the \vood is finished 
in deep brO\'m tones . The contrast is dulled by the diffused lig t 
comine in through the • incl.mlS which bP.ve panes 0£ op ue ·l sc . The 
overall ef~ect iL that of a ~uict serene space , sepor te and apart 
from the busy streets outside . 

food is used generously inside t e church, .:p ~t from the 
impressive ceilin truss s. A~l thG indo.s ~xe et into the storm 
w lls in wooclen frames, na. c ch .dndo 1-1 is subdi viaed by ,,,ooaen 
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Item #7 Description . •. continued- 3 

mulliono into two or more lancet windows . A 4!- 11 cheir rail runs 
around the peri eter of the nave , pproximately £our £eet from 
the f'loor . 

Onl a few of the windows re of stain d 710.Ss , the m jority 
being om...J.1 n .!Xrow rectanru..l ir p :nes of yello --grey op ue 
Pl ss . As mentioned, th plw oft e ii¥bt in th int~rior is 
vital since it d fincc the mood of the spice. Ten electric lamps , 
five pe si e , h:n from t roof trusses for use as n cessa.ry. 
They or 'l'.)Oly.,.o 1 glass eh d o wi "th 3o"thic tracery metal f 3JlleS . 

T~e architectural plans for the church building are kept in 
the church archives . They e.re dated July 1926 and were drawn 
by the Baltimore architectural firm Owens & Sisco . Originally 
when the new stone church "1a.s to be built in 1929, tne old wood 
frame church wee the be moved to where the Harrison Rider wing.now 
stands to be used as of.fice end classroom space . However , this 
early attempt at adaptive re- use was spoiled when the wood church 
burned in 1929 duri ng the course of construct~on . 

Also contained in tha archives is a pronosel and drawin~ of 
an extension of the 1960 wing , originall;r schedUlod for completion 
in 1965 . This wing would have run parallPl to the s"tone church 
back toward Pennsylvania Avenue , and its com"Jletion would h ve 
resulted in a set of connected buildings so~'e\•1hat reminiscent of 
an English academic villar;e . This planned expansion would have done 
aw y with the Italianate Church House , but now due to risinr, costs~ 
it seems unlikely that it \vill be carried out . 
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- RELIGION 
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_ THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

Tl:.c l 'tc J.o~...lic Revival style chosen for C lvary 13· :piiet Church 
i~ p rticularly apnropri t~ for buildin loc ted in c relatively 
rural area. Tho church prcoents a ver dipnified f' c de and has an 
air of solid permanence , perhaps oubtly rein£orced by the loomine 
buttressed and crenellated tower through which one enters . Stone is 
the ideal building ma.teri 1 in this situation, end here the church walb 
are of' solid local "Loch R-:i:ven" stone from Baltimore County . The 
stone WQ,S supplied b the local firm of rry T. CP.mpbell . The 1960 
!.dditi0n uses the same type of stone , but it is merely facinr over 

,-.. a concrete block wells . Thus the solid stone ialls of the chll:!:'ch 
repre ·ent a . ey of construction th0 t has faded awo.y due to risillP.: 
1 bor and m t rial costs. It i~ a testament to the dyin art of tho 
stone m !.Son . 

This corner has narticular vi~ificence for Towson 
In 1 92 , s11ortly after C lvary Baptist was for 11.y or enized, 
fram~ Victorian nothic church ~ s built where the Itelian~te tyle 
Church ouse now tands . Since lv92, this corn r hes been the pl~ce 
of worship for To.vson Baptists , and it continues to serve a large 
and stable cong.re tion . 

CRlY ry -ptist Church is carefully integrated into the 
streetsc u th t bord re the To\ son Court .ouse . The bui1din is 
actually raised h lf story from the street level, and the pe !k of tm 
roof is v.it hi h . But it is ca.reful.l restrained on its site , never 
tryinr to compote for attention with the ilded dome of the Court 

ou.oe . This would indic te that the architects even as late as 1929 
were still carefully trying to preserve the nineteenth c ntury SCP.le 
of To son e.s courthouse town . Thia is difficult to vi.uu lize fith 
tod9J.1"s 1 streetscane since s.kyscrnpor like buildincs litere.J.ly 
surr01.md the Court ouse sauare . However , there is still some of the 
nd.neteenth cen_tury fl :vor left in buildings such as the First .. ational 
Bonk t 4o5 Washin"ton Av nue , and the residentiaJ. blocks (200 .est 
Pennsylvania and Chesepea.ke) and of course c~1vary Baptist Church . 

In this vein, it is Qso intorestin to comna:re the scale of 
Calve y B ptist Church to Trinity Episcopl\l Church, one block north, 

r' and the Catholic Church two blocks north . As one movec in a northerly 
direction from the Court oune , there is Pronounced em h.asis o the 
vertic li ty of the churche G Since t c e two c urches ere not a p trt 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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of Court House square , they ere allowed to rise up . Calvary 
Eeptist pc:zys Quiet homage to the center of government by sitting 
firmly anchored on its corner nlot , never a.wine people with 
dizzying exterior verticality . 

An excellent example of ii.ate ·Gothic Rovivq_l archi tectu.re , 
a handsome display of local stone , and masterpiece of stone 
masonry , all with a scale that harkens beck to Towson 's earlier 
,~ ~ rurol d~ys , theoe are indeed the elem nts that mako Celvary 
Haptist Church e. sir;nificant archi tectura.l landmark . 
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Title Search for Calvary Baptist Church 
Liber 13°2 ii19l io h:Q, 
J'une 29, -'194) oy a'n2t between Fran..k A. and Evelyn A. Kaufman 

--trusttees of the Calvary Baptist Church 

Beginning for the first in the line of the north side of Pennsylvania 
Avenue at a point distant 232' westerly from the northwest corner of 
Pennsylvania Avenue and Washington Street which said point is 1322' in 
a westerly direction from the southwrMet corner of the lot heretofore con
veyed by one Washington Townsend and his wife to Rohn T. Ensor by deed 
dated July 25, 1863 in Liber 38, Folio 282 and running thence along 
the north side of Pennsylvania Avenue in a westerly direction or course 
50' thence northerly parallel with Washington Street 150' to a 20' alley 
thence along the south side of said alley and parallel to Pennsylvania 
Avenue in an easterly direction 50' to a point distant 232' in a westerly 
direction from the southwest corner forned by the intersection of said 
20' alley and Vvashington Street aforesaid and thence southerly in a straight 
line parallel with Washington Street 150' to beginning. 

Beginning for the second thereof on the north side of Pennsylvania 
Avenue at the distance of 156' east from the intersection of said north 
side of said avenue and the east side of Baltimore Avenue and running 
thence easterly on the north side of said Pennsylvania Avenue 50' to the 
lot formerly owned by William S. Keech a.nd now the lot firstly described 
herein thence northerly along the west side of said lot 150' to an alley 
20' wide thence westerly 51' more or less along the south side of said 
alley and thence southwardly 150' to beginning. 

Improvements on said two above described lots being known as No. 
108 W. Pennsylvania Avenue and also known as the Osborne I. Yellott 
property. 

Granted and conveyed by Betty Powers Greene and Joseph H. Greene 
unto Frank A. Kaufman 

J·u1y 25, 186J ber GHC 3!3 :B1olio 282 
grantor-Washington and E"lizabeth Townsend 
grantee-John T. Ensor 

Liber 34, Folio 277 March 24, 1862 
grantor-Enos Smedley and Hannah H. Smedley 
grantee-Vlashington Towsnend 
Tracts of land called James' Meadows, Gunner's Range, & Isolto Hope 

April 5, 1825 conveyed by Samuel J. Donaldson and Abraham Yost 
trustees to Doctor Grafton Marsh as Trustee to Doctor Joseph Marhs 
by deed dated April 8, 1830 
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