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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

f)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

vV. C.t1e s D~9e 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT CITY. TOWN 

Tov1son _VICINITY OF 2nd Co11.~~ression2,l Dj_st1"ict 

II CLASSIFICATION 

-
CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

J:.BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

LPUBLIC 

_PRIV"TE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Baltimore Co1lI1ty 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

. STATUS 
:.'.:_occuPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

• ACCESSIBLE 
_j{_YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
To-:uvso:r1 

Bal ti:more Count:v- Courtt.ouse 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

-EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

~-GOVERNMENT 
_INDUSTRIAL 

-MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_MUSEUM 

__ PAf!K 

_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRAN SPORT A TION 

_OTHER: 

STATE , zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

5073 - 165 
i1.vi - 269 
'-."r');c 590 - 25 
see c:Jtt2 .. cI1,ec1 

STATE 

l\2t:;.ryle:c..,,11c1 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY-RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 

_fAIA 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

.....ALTERED 

iSA-llf 3G, 

CHECK ONE 

.f{>RIGINAL SITE 

~OVED DATE Jan. ,1978 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
This i , .c ~ -:'r ' '4 ct ~"'3 :..1ilt o ~1,0_. ':'oi.nu tion 

22 stories hi h .,.i th a ba.sem nt a.rid six b s deep . A chimney is visible 

toward the right center of the roo:f line , looking t nort side . The 
.hou_se is hu. o hi h es. wi ti a.ssymetricul and intersectint roof' linen , 
mergin ebles, shed dormers , end bay- like swell nrojections on tho 
sides. The main body of' the house :ppe i ..... to i~av been dC1ed to in 
the re::.r (south side) , a.id :porches at the nor·th side of the ou~e h.c.y:e 
been enclosed for uue s of.fice s:puce . A 1939 a.erici vie .. of Toi oo:a.\0 
shows tnis house clearly on th£ east ide, and reveals that e one story 
porch WJS there, but it too is ow enclosed . 

The north f c d"' is dom.i tied by :four sic~ed ipped roo:f tower , 
risin J.rom tho attic level , and longitudinal ga.ble . The .vest corner of 
the :front , :first :floor only , iz cli ped -~o the ell is at 45 de ree 
angle to the norti1 a"ld ·,.est f c de.:. , s though a tri ngul::=r sectio. ware 
removed le :vin the second t i·y ov rhanging . Ent'r :nee is ained througn 

door y omo h t o t le lei't of ce _ t r on t11e north side. 
Fenestr tion is uomewh t irre ul r, in kec-pin : i th l.iru :.s ymetr:Lc~ Q 

Q in .... of sh :p t t ..ke up t is otlse . All · in owe appear to be , ' 
ori in l an. .i · 1/1 woo de s ch double ntu1t; . .rhe bles on t e so tt ern 
and e stern~ c-des ~e vented by t.o 9 pwie stati nxy p:nel~ . A 
distinct f'ea_;W' ... of tihe hous !Xe tne two semi- ci=ccul:..:r 3 ,,..1 .., :p~el 
•1oi do'\'.'fSi .hie vert t le to·:Jer on the .uort 0 r - eastern sid s . .A 
colorful r:it ; i d 1 ss .. indow , i:rproxi=. te.ly 36 11 iae cn.d ld 11 hi is 
inserted on ~he first story of 3 siaed . eotern :vilio~ . 

At preoent , the entire exterior is covered by 8 11 be· e eJ.u.m.inum 
sidin in imit tioJ of cl pboardi1 , d no speci l ~u..r~9..Ce det il 
or variance in texture i""' visible . however, 1 7 5 photo r ph of t e 
e stern ..1. c de eveals det ils the.t ..re prob bly no. covered by the 

luminu.'ll . I For in.st uce , the swell ema bey pro:ection .... on this sidG . ere 
covered : i th cl obo eds. The tower and ble end .1ex:e cov rea with 
shin les , and to the ri t r> id left or th ble ..., nt :indo , t ere . 
voode f lik det ilin ·• Curra tly th only ori nal exterior 
sidin to e oeen is in the nort side e trsnce, .. here drop sid ng is 
visible . Thi.., .. rnul also oup ort the ide th t t er<;. as 1 rr e front 
porch, lon since enclosed. The 1975 pictui"'e show .... w.b. t s ~ll-ypic 1 
exteri 1· tre tment ;or a Quean e styl ouse , since di.f:f'erent 
surf ces received differ .nt types of mat ..... ri 1 .... , and t _e upper stories 
.ere istin u.isbadd from t e lo er n this manner . 

The prese1t rGof i o. hie sp lt ~hi les , na t ese ..re 
cert inly repl c~ment . 

Since this buildin no, h uses the a:· land St t ' s Attorneys 
O:ffice f'or B 1 timore Coturt:v, onl t e first floor ._..s o en i ·1:.nout r"!!i. 
special rro..ission. sre , t e ori ,in. l .llEJ ancL oe.:.lillf;S ar " 
covered v.i th mod .,.. ateri !.l , s . ero 
three .fireplace _ c:..n:tole were visible 
th ir ori inal strote . One as 1 ~ ' 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

of t e floors . o ever 
erentl little ch..n ed rrom 

ood n E .£tl 1{- ty ·mch 



201 West Chesepeake Towson , Ma:ryla..l'ld 

Item #7 continued 

dominates t11e corner of' a room on the east aide 01' the hou..se . 
The other two .were back to be.ck in the doubla 1:113.?'lcrs in the 
north·.1est part of the .bouae . These ~ere of dark reen and black 
m~ble and d .rk .gree il'l.d r d c ~ic tiles . Their fm1ction was 
to contain a gas beater , not to serve as B-'11 actual firepl j.ce . 
Conseauently the fireboxes a.re of carved slate with a. rosette 
and foliage J?attern . 

The double parlor ca'l'l be separated by sliding wooden doors 
wbich retrQct into the {,'alls . The doors p..nd vL"ldows appear to be 
ori,g;inal , and are cased with a 4!11 reeded mouldings with bull ' s 
eye corner blocks . Two oi' the first floor doors , both of' them 4 
p ... -11.el , were c:ppa.re tlv false 'tt'ained , and , re still in excellent 
condition . 

The entire first floor serves aa office spa~e a..~d heE:l.r'ing 
rooms , ana bouses ~bout ten ueopl • The batf.!rooms have been 
n:odernizea . The exteut of the remodelin"· were most evident d.t the 
south e!!d (re er) of the house , and little ori .,.inel fabric was 
visible here. 

1 Pici;ure from Tc\•.rson n Pictorial History of an .Americ&n Tov;n --
By H. 1-eorge Hahn a.."l'l.d Carl 3ebm III 

picture is a.t upper rigbt corner of page 200 . 

The aeri:l photorrr~nh anti o ed, ith a 1939 date ca~ be 
found il...>J.der the heading "Towson 11 in the vertical file 
in the Ma.rylal'ld Room at the Enoch PrE.tt Library, B l timore , 
!i.arylend . 



rtl SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

_1500.1599 

_ 1ll00·1899 

_ 1700-1799 

"'1I00·1899 
_1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEOLOGY· PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW 
-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

..!:..ARCHITECTURE _ EDUCATION -MILITARY 

--ART _ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

-COMMERCE _EXPLOAA TION/SETTLEMENT _llHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS _JNDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_JNVENTION 

-RELIGION 

-5CIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPEClfYl 

SPECIFIC DATES .~ft r J. 77 ' Priorl898BUILDER/ ARCHITEC1 nlmown at present 
_ STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Thie ouoe i8 an excellent ex :mplc of r~~'11. 

~uecn .Anno tyle r sid nee , which ~hou.gh so~~ tr .CQ led 
iu .... ide n o t , &ti...l rt ins tnc. ssn..:ctric l :Jin end 

chc..r cteri tico of this style . The interior, t le:.1.Dt ~ e firct 
l or , ret iau iL.1:1ort nt period det.ils such s door and ·in ow 

mouldin s , ortise an tenon doors ) f i re l ~e nt lu , ll c ~ 

nt i o ~ . Thi house, lcn ith the remainin~ four on t1e 
block, preuerve the ess01ce of the streetsc pe across from the 

altimore County Cour house , ond give a lineerin id a of 
•h_t the are mu.;t h ve looked l ke seventy to ninety ye r o . 

Unlike the mcdern bebemot s of curre~t ercnitecture , this blooA 
u ys so et ·n of the hlEl n c l nd proportion thwt r 

once ilh r nt in ths buildin ~ of Tow~on . 

vaetige . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

~m it is only 
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IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ \..._,_')...,_fl'"".f·---'-')\..._..1._r.::;.._.c,,,_,-:; _1 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Phillip R. Lord (volunteer) 

W~YNE L N!ELD, If 
HISl ORIC TOWSON,_ IN.C .. 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Towson Inc. 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

120 Allesd1eny Avenue e23-35es 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Towson Eer.rlHnd 21204 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



r 
Iteffi #5 conti~ued 

Liber/folio 
date 

5073/165 
Fe-oruary 197J 

1134/269 
November 14, 1940 

WPC 590/25 
. arch 31 , 1924 

NB!I. 24 7 /153 
July 2 , 1900 

~ID1VI 242/46d 
February 3, 1900 

JWS 170/256 
June 26 , 1888 

JWS 153/271 
October 12 , 1886 

WN.L 136/532 
June 28 , 1 ... 84 

Gra'l'ltoe 
Gren tor 

Bal ti.more County, .u .. xyl@ld 
William ~d Ellen Bolton 

i/illi2111 Bolton 
Edmund Burke 

Edmund Burke 
Albert S . Cook 

Albert S . Cook 
Gr :Uton S. Bosley 

Gra.:fton u . Bosley 
I .. il ton Offutt 

i\ il ton Offutt 
Eben B • Hu.n ting 

Eben :a . Hunting 
Granville Njlson 

Gre..nvill€ Nilson 
Louisa. Vintcn 

1877 Hopkins Baltimore Cou_'l'ltv· Atlas shows lot at 201 W. Ches •peake 
as belonging to ! . L . Vinton . rhore is no building indicated on 
lot at this date . 



200 BLOCK WEST CHESAPEAKE AVENUE 

It has been documented that Towson owes much of its character 
to the fact that it grew as a rr19th century court house town. 11 It 
was complete with a courthouse on a large green surrounded by banks, 
lawyers' offices, a jail and some rather fine and fashionable resi
dences. There are some visual documents of this fact remaining, ·but 
modern development has fragmented the blocks around the square, 
leaving these links with the past often isolated from one another 
and dwarfed in scale. 

The single row of' houses on the south side of the 200 block of 
Chesapeake Avenue, however, do provide a continuous streetscape 
that is the last row of 19th century residences on that street in
side of the loop road. Dramatically juxtaposed to the New Courts 
Building, they provide an opportunity to realize the more human 
scale that this rural tovm possessed until only recently. The same 
row of buildings also provides examples:::of various late 19th cen
tury architectural styles and although they are now used for offices, 
they demonstrate a good deal about residential activity in TovlSon. 

No. 203 w. Chesapeake Avenue is a rambling !TIU.lti-directional 
building that shows the influence of the Queen Anne style. Modern 
siding does not of'f er the various textures one might expect but the 
tower, bay windows, polygonal projections and various shaped win-· 
dews do provide the variety of_ forms typical of' that style. In Num
bers 205, 207 and 209, however, we· see what was once three nearly · 
identical houses that are not as organic in appearance. On the con
trary they are much more regular in form and.expressive of the clas
sical attitude suggested by the Colonial Hevival. In these build
ings one sees regular fenestration, pedimented porches with slender 
Doric columns and each is centralized by a prominent central pedi
~ent. A curious feature found in all three is the very nice sun
burst or fan-shaped design that decorates the bottom corners of the 
central pediment .. Nicely balancing this row of buildings i~ No.211 
1Nhich, like its neighbor at the opposite end of the block, is mor,:= 
Victorian in nature. Its use of shingled gables and clapboards, 
the "swell front" and high fieldstone foundation are suggestive of' 
the picturesque. 

\ 



, ' 'r • 

1 
.. . 

. " , . l- • . . . 
.... - , .. 4 .. ~1·: . . . •, 





CH&S 
;lo/ 61. &w,;,. 1.-. 1 

Al.,. e--.Af~--t_ 





~•I IJ. fM$Al'Uk't J,c. 
s. '4) • e. ,,_,, c 1t.-





-""BA- /'/3(, 

Cit/I' 
tlt> 1 llJ. ""'•I'. J/11c, • 

s. 


