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ELKS 1 LODGE 

A building constructed for a specific purpose, the Towson 
Elks' Lodge is one of several structures remaining which helps 
to give Pennsylvania Avenue its Victorian flavor. The large 
frame structure was built in 1905 as a lodge and is made dis
tinctive by its gambrel roof and the stained glass Palladian 
window in the south end. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

J,odge 469 of the Benevolent ~:rotective Ore.er of Elks 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

4 West Pennsylvania .Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

riiowson _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

llCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
X...BUILDING(S) XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X-YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

T\enff1rol eut Proi;ecti ve Order of' filks #469 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Ninth District 
COUNTY 
Baltimore 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _REUGI0°US 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY ..XOTHERLodge 

Telephone #: 

STATE ' Zl.p code 

Liber #: 283 
Folio #: 104 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. New Courts Building, Recording Division-Land Records 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Towson 
STATE 

Maryl 2..nd 

IJREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

r--· DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN 

NONE 

_FEDERAL _STATE -COUNTY. _LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.X.GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

0 fl. "I .. _, 
Df\- -f -f / 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE Jan. ,1978 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This Building is a two story frame structure. The be.sic layout is rectr'ngulo,:r 
with a.'1 outside end chimney. The roof' iz e, gambrel roof. 

1I1he south fe.cade, f'acing Pennsylvania Ave., is 4 bays wide on the first s.tory 
and 3 bays wide on the second story. The first story is covered by "novelty siding", 
or beveled clapboards, while the second story is covered by wooden shingles • 

.A 1-story ;::iorch extends acrons the entire fe.cr::de, and is 3 vmry wide b0,ys wide. 
The vorch rest~:; on a cinde:r blook founde.tion ( <:"1 torationJ and is smroorted by lr.1.rge 
Doric colurm1s (column on the east corner ha,s been :renle,ced by a square column). The 
west end of the ·oorch has been walled in by brick at the building of a basement 
e,ddi tion in 1953. The floor of the porch is cement and the ceiling is covered by 
tongue and g;roove boards. 

Fenestration is regv.la.r with 1/1 sash window£' .• All of the wind.mm have 1:ilain 
trim. 1:L1he first story windows have ehutters which e,:re T,Janeled above and louvered 
below. 'I'he two eastern windows are set directly next to one another with two shutters 
on ee"ch side of this 11 d.ouble window11

• '.l'he ga,mb:l'.'el is "'rnnted by a stained glass 
Dalle,dian window. 

'11he doo:rway is set slightly off center to the west. It is e, rou.n.d arched door
way with :fenlir:;-ht. This fa,:nlight is of stained. glass and incorporates the s,;1mbols, 
uB. P. o. E. •tu and 0 46911 which represents "The Benevolent l'rotective Order of 1Ukr 
Lodge 469 11 • There are ·wooden pilasters on both sides of the doorwrry. The door its..,.d 
has e>, single nane of glass in the u1T9er he.lf and e. single inset vHnel below·. 

The east fa,ca.de is 5 narrow bays wide on the fir et st10ry, while"<'the second. 
:o;tory is 2 very 1dde bn;y-s wide. The first story is made up of' 3 bays olfi the main block 
a.nd ~'. be,ys of a northern WiYl.g. Because of the gambrel :foof, the second story windows 
are in dormers. 11.'he entire building rests on e, stone foundation, highly :Jointed. 

A gabled projection extends to the ea.st, slightly to the so'lllth of' the center of 
the house. There is a pair of double doors on the east end of this projection, and 
e, 4-pane casement wimlow on both the north and south sides. rrhis n:rojection houses 
sta.irs to the basement. I ts roof is covered ·with the r:;ame material as the roof of' 
the main block: fish-scale shingles. 

'11he oo:rch from the south facao.e continues arou."ld :for one ba;:l on the ea.st 
faca,de. Bet1·reen the porch and the ·?ro ,jection there is an exterior cellarway with 
steps le&.ding down to a. north facing d.oor in the -porch foundation. 

Fenestration is irregule,r. Running south to north, by stories, there is: 
.~.::'.Le.gient - . vent; 2-neme ce,sement; 6-pane casement; (double doo:rs) ; vent. 
F~!_~_i...?Jor;y - five 1/1 sashes. Second Stol'.,',;z - four lll sashes (:two ea.ch in two 
dormers • 

The roof has deeply overhanging eaves. The soffit is finished with tongue and 
groove boards. 

Like the south facade, the north f'act'.de is 3 be,ys wide on the first story and 
2 bays wide on the second story. The i-story ·wing is 3 be.ys wide. 

J?enestration iG irregu.12,:r. The wing has two 6/6 se,shes placed dir·ectly together 
<::!.t the western eno .• The second story has two 1/1 seshes. There are also two doors 
in the wing. 

The west facade i~~ basically the same e.s the east f2.cade. The :roof of the 
brick basement addition co~es uu to the bottom of the first story windows. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



1 DESCHIBTIOM (Continued) -- Interior 

The base.ment is a full basement and has been 1.>e:finished. The original 
m1coursed stone foundations are visible only at the north end. All other walls 
2,ro -:::ianeled. For some time, the main a:rea has been used as e, bar l:restaure,nt. 
rrhe W8,ll behind the bar is in the Art Deco style -- semi--circular mi:r:i:·ors' large 
square mirrors, fluted vettical neon lights. 

On entering the front door, one enters an entrance hall. IJ.1he clomine:'cing 
feature in this hall is the wooden nmhogeny--colo:red stairm~,se. This wide stairce.se 
has square newel no sts with a series of' inset pe.nels .. CJ.'he newel :posts are toi::med 
by sphe1°er:.'l. The:ee are turned be,lusters, smd o:rnn.mental b:re.ckets decorate the 
stair runs. 

l>Iany of the doors throughout the house lllave wide architrave t:.rim. The 
ma.jori ty of the doors a.re heavy and have four panels. 

'rhe northern wing was once used as a kitchen. There are several large~ woocLen 
cabinets that are urobe.bly original. A dumbwe,iter runs from this kitchen to th<:i -
baseE1ent, 

In the small hall on the seconct story, the northern wall of the stairwell 

curves to the ·~ .... c ..... :"" ..... -~_-_-:_ -__,-_'"'_\-;_· , ... :~' 
1'he major :room of the second story is the Ceremonial :Meeting :Hoom. Th~, 

design c:md furniture of this room is based on its intended use. The furnir;hi.ngs. 
are mchogony anc. leather rmd consist of carved chairs~ benchesi 1'1nd ·oodiums. 
r~~he room is decorated by carved elk heeds anc1 antlers. Plao_ues list deceased 
r.:embers and leaders 1 and include the names of me.nY, early 'l'owson :residents. Some 
interesting e.:rohi tecturc,l o.eti:dl c are the set back windows (in the dorme:rs) ~ the 
trapezoide,l sh2.ne of the room (due to the gc:~mbrel roof), and 3/4 corner' mouldings., 

Other i toms of oric:;inal fabric :found throughout the house c::.,:i:.·e: oval doorknobs 
with sc:r.ollwork, brass 1'pee~J holes" in some o:f the doors, -pushbutton electrical 
switches .. 

18 7? and 189E3 maps of Towson sijmi a11 1--shaped 1milding on the c:iro11erty, 
sitting directl;y-- next to the side alley. A later 1915 shows a recte.ngu.lcr building 
on the center of the lot, as e,C)pears todc:,y., r.J:.lhe }:i:lks bought the lot in 1905, so 
it seems that the houte' must have been built between 1905 and 1915. r.rhis h~n1othesis 
is corroborated by a st2,tement in the ua.mnhlet 0 Towson Bicentennial: '.I'hen .... Now11 

which Teo.els: 11The lodge grew steadily f:rom its :inceotion, and after the first 
meetings in the Grange Hall on Alleghany Ave., it was necessa.r;y- to ·nrovia.e a 
la:rger facility. It was in 1905 that the site a.t West Pen.nsylvania Ave. was 
uurchased and the Elks lodge then constructed,, 11 

·11· 



. _a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

.Z1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

~RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION 

_ART -ENGINEERING 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

-COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

Zsoc1AuHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHER (SPECIFY) 

Architecturally, the Towson Elks Lodge Building is sig;nificant for· both its 
general c:md indi vi duel ch1:u:-e,cte:r·istics. In terms of general style, the building 
shmrs the influence of both the clas::dc-ism of the Colonigl Revive.I ana_ of the 
more orgc:mic Victorie.i1 style. The fanlight, ~'."2,1126.ia.n winctow, anct columnec. ?orch 
e,re cl1°.ssical elements, but the Ete.ined , fish scr;.le shingles, c.nd: gambrel 
roof e.re more indicative o:f the VictOJ:'ia..n idee.l. Distinctive features of' note 
8,J'.'e: the -oorch continued from one facade to the nEn:t ; the double windows of the 
nox·th ft:.cade a.nd dormers; the be,sic floorvlen ·which aocomodates two lc.rge meeting 
halls; the curved wall on the second :floor; the dum·n wrd tor • 

. ~-... rr'he interior still :ret2ins rrn.ich origino.l fe,bric: the 02,rved wooden C-'taJ.rcr:,se; 
e2.rly oval doorknobs, large :four-·9eneled doors; pmihbutton electrice.1 fixtuI·or:l; 
brass "·oee-o-holes 11 in doors. 

The Elks Lodge is now one of the very few turn of the century f:tructurei::, 
left on this section o:f :i?ennsylvani<:>, Ii.venue. E:x2Edning· the f'ew buildings reme,ining, 
however, it seern.s evident the,t the str:eet wc.s once c f'ashion2.ble e.ree. to locate 
in. The Elks Loe.go is thus one of tl~e few rem2.ining doct11nents of the.t e:rn m:f' 
nrosne:rity in the street's history. 

The lod.ge' s :xresence e.lso documents the rsonse of 11nei'ghborhood 11 which was 
lost e.s the ~;treet changed to E comnercial areD ... ;1 list of its menbors sugge2ts 
ths:t the lodc;e '-re.s; a meeting ·olace for many re::::ddonts o:f tho tho eo,rl;y" Towson 
resic.entie.1 tci,2'ea. 

Tho r:1ost sigTlifi01:-mt as11ect of' the lodge is :found in its function. 'l1he 
building W~' s EJ,•Jecifically built ·by the Elks ac:• theh· loclge, and ;r.s tailored to 
the needs of their orge.nize.tion. The floor nlt:m, with ure,ctic2,lly one huge :room 
per floor, wc:,s desi,:med to c;,ccomodate meeting s~ae.cE:,. The basement wae. converted to 
c:,,, bar/restaurant to serve tho mer:-1bers' social needs. Even the strdned .cdass 
fanlight wes made es~')ecie..lly :fo:r Loc1ge 469 to be used in tho building. , .. But the 
section of the building the.t is most indicc:•.ti ve o:f its specic:i.lizod use is the 
Cer"emonial :Meeting Hoom. The furnishingE' and the layout of the room e.re dictri.ted 
by its function. With its hec:,v-y, carved furniture e-.nd official trappings of the 
o:rganize,tion, this is a decidedly unique room, of virtually a mystical que,li ty. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1877 Map of Towson by G. J)E. Hopkins 
1898 and 1915 Ifo1:>s of Townon by George Bromley 
Conversation with caretaker Phil Crone 
Pamphlet 0 Towson Bicentennial: 1l11ien ••• Now" , 1968 
Various la,nd records (see ooml)lete i:;i tle search on attached sheet) 

CONTlNUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET If NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 

Druscilla J. Hull 
WAYNE ' 1''=.:LD, ll 

J:::IJSTQRIC i o .. ;:;oN~ lNC,.. 
NAME /TITLE 

ORGANIZATION 

Historic 1l1ow:::wn/Goucher College 
STREET & NUMBER 

Dulc,ney Valley Road 
CITY OR TOWN 

Tmrnon 

DATE 

1/13/78 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

li!arylr:,nd 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 'soa 



Present 0-imer .. Towson Lodge Humber 469, J3. P. o. 
of Baltimore County 

J3ought proJe:rty from Osborne Yellott acting e,s executor of 
Mary E. Owings who died lfovember 24, 1900. Deed dated 
Janufi,ry 27, 1905. 

II. Mary E. Owings 

I:rLlie:ri ted property from James W. Owings by will dated 
Auril 19, 1888. 

III. James W. Owings 

Bought the trropc;:rty from We,shington 11:10'vmsend by deed 
dated A9ril 7, 1864,. 

IV .. Wa,shingtcn 11:mmsend 

Bought 1Jro·pert;'l from Enos Smedley by deed dated ~Jia:rch 
24, 1862. 

V. Ja.mos 

Le2csed property from Enos Smedley by deed dated lliay 
9, 1857. 

\TI. Enos Smedley 

Bought :p:ro-perty from Grafton U. :Bosley by deed dated 
July 24, 1854. 

(LR 28 3/104) 

(WR 8/132) 

(Ll~ 40/335) 

{LR 19/108) 

(LR 9/222) 
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