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# 527 YORK ROAD

# 527 York Road is significant as a typical example of the Victorian
commercial structure., Altered on the first story, the second story still
reveals representative elements - brick facade, belt courses, cornices,
corbels. The remaining originsgl fabric of the interior - metazl ceilings,
mouldings,doors, etc. - is also important.

This structure is also significant as a document of the growth of a
commercial building over a span of time. ZExaminstion of the building's
additions and alterations would shed light on changing business needs from
1878 to the present days. This study would show the evolution of the
building from a business on the first floor with a residence on the second
floor, to both floors being totally commercial.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building at 527 York Road is a2 2=-story brick building, of common bond, flush
with two other buildings on the north esnd south., The roof is flat,.

The originel east facade was l-sheped. This is no longer obvious on the fimst
floor where o modern store front has been added. The second story retains its
original cheracter and ie 5 bays wide. ol sa%

There is 2 peir of double doors in the modern storefront, and a eingle door
on the northern end which gives access to the second floor. Fenestration of the
second story is regular, Running south to north there iss two 4/4 soshes (facing
east), one 4/4 sash (facing north - possible because of the L-shape), three 4/4
sachoe [fecing east). Windows have plain trim and flat arches.

Decoration is restricted to the area between the roof and the second story
windowe. There are Two wooden bolt courses and the cornice is capped by a third
course of wood. Both the north and south ends of the facade have 2 decorative
corbel at the roof line. Both corbels are concave with dentils, and are Sopped by
an egg shape with a centrel cerved rossette,.

The west facade is 5 bays wide on the first story and 4 bays wide on the second
gtory. The first story is rectanguler in basic layout and the western section
is probebly an addition. The second story is an irreguler Z-shaved plan. A frame
vrojection of the gecond story (resting on the flat foof of the first story) mayll:)
also be an addition.

A pteep stairway leads to the roof of the first story and gives amccess to
the second ctory from the ground. At the top of these stairs is a simple square
arch, made with boards, which may once have served as & support for clotheslines.

Fenestration on the second story is now irregular. Rumning south to north,
on the west facade there isg§s#wo 4/4 sashes, 6-pane casement (on projection), &
door (on projection)..

Interior

]
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There is a2 full basement of uncoursed stone foundations. Joigts are circular sawn.

Square head cut_nesils were used in the braces. Brick pillars supvort the floor sbove.

F~~There is a2 large brick/stone sunnori which may have once been the chimney sunport.
Evidence of the building's evolution can be seen in indications of windows in the
northern foundation, a flight of steps now leading nowhere, and a collevsed set of
stairs wh%ch appear to have been an exterior entrance (before the first story addition
vas built).

Little original fabric is left on the Pfirst floor. The nressed metal ceiling is
raally the only old materizl remaining.In the large showroom the design is simple
inset panels with a fleur de lis cornice. The ceiling in the small bathroom has a
more intricate pattern of ecircles and sgueres with an egs and dart cornice.

On the second story, more of the original design and material is intact. There
ere two round arches in the centresl hallway, which, If not originel, are atileast
early slterations. Wide, architrave mouldings surround the windows and doors. Some
of the doors still have 2-pene trancsoms and early box locks with porcelin knobs.

One of the more intriguing elements of the building im the larze, closet-like
room on the second floor. The size of a walk-in closet, the room is 1it by a skylight.
On one wall are nleced two larse, carved, wooden beeckets about 5 feet avart. Spanning
these brackets, and fitting into holes carved in the brackets, is & pdles. The gquestion
ig: Why was the room designed this way? Is it merely =2 closet? a dressing room?

History

According to Towsons A Picture History of 2 Maryland Town, the entire 500 block
of York Road was leveled in a fire in 1878. Thus, number 527 cannot predate this
event. At thies time the vroverty was owmed by August Looee. A passege in the same
book tells how Loose rebuilt his tailoring business affter the fire. The following
victure showes the building as it appeared sometime in the nineteen-teen's:

Undaunted by the fire, August Loose rebuilt his
tailoring shop on York Road. The business had
begun in a frame building on the flatiron at the
intersection of Joppa and York.

These brick buildings directly across York
Road from the present Towson Theater were
probably photographed in the late teens. York
Road was still unpaved, but sidewalks and cut-
stone curbing had been added.

Photograph courtesy of
M. Eliza Bosley and Marie Bosley Kade
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INTRODUCTION .

The three recordable buildings in the 500 block of York Rosd on the east
side of the street are problematical not only because of alterations but because
of sdditions and the degree to which buildings share foundations, walls, etc..
‘These buildings were errected in the late l9th century and early 20th century
on an historic site.

The history of the entire block is an interesting ome. On the 1853

| Zur Horst map one can see that the "Hotel! occupies a trapezoidal lot bounded

on the West by York Rosd, on the North by Joppa Road and on the East by Hillen

"Road. A five acre lot being offered by Benjsmin Payne as a possible site for

the new Court House lies to the South. On the 1877 Atlas it can be seen thst
mich development took place during the next twenty-four years or so after 1853
including the laying out of streets and lots in a gridiron plan with s North-

.South axis. The hotel, however, remains on its large irregular lot which

forms nearly an entire block and it appears to be using all of that space
except for a tiny parcel on Pennsylvania Avenue containing the newspsper
office of W. H. Ruby. 1In addition to the hotel itself there are several large.
outbuildings. Deeds and old plats indicate that these buildings included

at least the stables.necessary for boarding travelers& horses, and a stone

_ springhouse.

In its time Towson has had several hotels and taverns which were 1091081
and necessary establishments in a town that was both a crossroads service center

“and county seat. The hotel which stood on this site until 1929, however, is

believed to have been the oldest having been built by the Towsons in the 1760's.
That roads, including the importsnt York Turnpike, were laid out relative to
the buildingts location and that it was an important zatkering place for over
a century and a hslf are facts which gave it tremendous significance 3s &
landmark. ‘

By 1898, however, the hotel no longer dominated the large and centrslly
located lot. The Bromley Atlas of that year shows that in addition to the
little newspaper office two other larger buildings which had their own oute
buildings were constructed facing York Road. The southernmost is labled as
belonging to J. German and the northernmost is Towson National Bank., Parts
of these buildings are helieved to remain today being contained in Robinson's
Liquor store (Bank) and the Kent Lounge. By the time of the 1920's America
had become "motorized" and Towson had become suburbanized. Hotels, at least
outside of the city, gave way to motels or "motor courts” ss they were first
called. The landmark which had dominated this block and which had indeed
helped to foster the town itself was razed in 1929 and replaced by a. movie
theatre and shops.

Little or nothing remsins of tne era in which this block was one of
Towson's open spaces occupied only by the necessities of the hotel except,
that is, for the irregular shape of the block itself. The only open spaces
are the asphalted parking lots behind the more than tweaty commercial struec-
tures of the block.  There are twos buildings which were late 19th century
neighbors to the hoitel and along with the movie theatre are ths only struc-
tures of the block currently being recorded (1977-78).
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TITLE SEARCH

~= OWIERS LIBER /FOLIO
Present Owner. George R, Hom {1n 5841/675)
Bought vroverty from Irene Schnauvfer by deed dated December
27, 1977.
Ii. Irene Louise Schnaufer (Lm 1863/151)

Louﬁhu DLOD

grty from J. Rollin Otte asg executor of the estate
Of O Sbta/ 3—(/ ”3

chnaufer by deed dated August 11, 195C.

TIT. Williem Stanley Schnaufer (1m 958/226})

Bought property from Ide L. M. Held by deed dated May 3, 1935.

IV, Ica L, ¥. Held (1r 522/368)
Bought proverty from Ceorge C. Tracey by deed dated February
20, 1920.

V. George C. Tracey (1r 509/265)

Bought property from William #. Loose by deed deted May 6, 1919.
VI, William F. Loese (1R 409/309)

Bought from Aguills €. T. Bosley by deed dated Bpril 24,1913

VII. Aguilla C. T. Bosley (LR 409/307)

Bought provperty from XKate Meyer and Wary Ce Loose as executrices
of the estate of Eliza Loose by deed dated April 24, 1913,

VIII. Blize Loose (1r 32/33)
Bought proverty from Enos Smedley By deed dated March 7, 1861.

IX. August Loose : : (1r 20/284)
ILeased broperity from Encs Smedley by agreement dated Cotober
89 1857‘

X. Enos Smedley (1R 9/123)
Bought property from Gradtom M. Bosley by deed dated July
24’9 1854-
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