
# 527 YORK ROAD 

# 527 York Road is significant as a typical example of the Victorian 
commercial structure. Altered on the first story, the second story still 
reveals representative elements - brick facade, belt courses, cornices, 
corbels. The remaining original fabric of the interior - metal ceilings, 
mouldings,doors, etc. - is also important. 

This structure is also significant as a document of the growth of a 
commercial building over a span of time. Examination of the building's 
add.i tions and alterations would shed light on changing business needs from 
1878 to the present days. This study would show the evolution of the 
building from a business on the first floor with a residence on the second 
floor, to both floors being totally commercial. 
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The buildini_ :..t 527 York •. ou.C.. ia a. 2- s.tory brick buildino, of common bond, flush 
ui th t\;o other buildinco on tho north end oouth. The roof' is flat . 

The original east i'a.oado ua 1 - shcped. This io no longer obvious on the f i1rnt 
floor where u modern store front has beon added. The recond story rote.ins its 
originel charecter nnd if'I 5 bays lride. 

There is a pair of double doors in the modern storefront, and e single doo~ 
on tho northern end which gives access to the second floor . Feneet:ration of the 
second story is Togular . Running south to north there is: two 4/4 soobes ( facing 
cast), ono 4/4 sash ( facing north - poosible because of tho L-sha o) , throe 4/4 
sashes f facin~ east). lfindown have nloin trim and flc.t r~choc. 

Decoration i s ro ..... trictod to the area bet1i0cn tho roof and tho second ctory 
·,dndom~ . There are tuo noodon bolt oourcoo D.lld tho oornioo ic. ca.ppod by n. thii•d 
course of wood. :Both the north and r;outh oncls of the :re.cade hnvo o. decoro.ti vo 
corbel at the roof line . Both corbels a.re concave uith dentils , end are $opped by 
e.n o e sh no uith a centrnl cnrved rosactte. 

The 11eot -f cado is 5 beys uide on tho fiTr-t ctory nnd 4 bey~ 'l'rldo on the cecond 
story. The fil•st story ir' rectangular in basic leyout and tho wertern cection 
is probably an addition. The second ~tory ic. an irrogulur Z- aha1ed nla.n. l f2:'runo 
nrojection of the cccond story (reoting on the flat f oof of tho fixot ~tory) me.y 
a.lso be a.11 addition. 

A stoop otairrlW loo.de to the roof of the first story e.nd eivoc accos~ to 
the second ctory from tho ground. At tho top of tbo ... o stairs ia a £ir::mlo squn:re 
.::.rch , mo.do uith boards , Hhich may onco have cervod aE1 a sunnort for clothe!'l ine"' . 

Feno"tration on the second otory is nou irregul ar. 'Running oouth to north, 
on tho uest 'face.de there i ss. :tmo 4/ 4 aaahea, 6-pane caaoment (on nrojeotion) , a 
door (on nrojection). 
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There is a full be.~ement of u.~coursed etone foundations . Joists are circular sawn. 
Souare head cut_na.ils 11ero used in tho braces. Brick nillors suQnort the floor above . 
There io e. lurge brick/stone suunort rihich mcy hc.ve O'-lCe been the chimney sunport. 
Evidence of the building's evolution ce.n be seen in indications of uindows in the 
northern foundation , a. flight of steos nou lending nouhere, and a colla:osed set of 
ste.irs which a.pnonr to ha.ve been an exterior entrance {before the first story addition 
·wao built) • 

Little original fabric is left on the first floor. The n~ossocl. metal ceiling is 
really the only old m~te~i~l remaining.In the larse sho1:room the tlesign is simp~e 
inset panels with a fleur de lis cornice . The ceiling in the small bethroom has a 
more intricate pattern of circles and squm-es 1;ith a!l eg !.lld d 1.rt cornioe. 

On the second story, more of the original design a.nd material is intaot . There 
ere two round archoz in the ccntrel h3llwey, which, i.f not origine.l, t..re at leaet 
early e.l tera tions. Uide, architrave mouldings surround the ~Tindm~s and doors. Some 
of tho doors still have 2-Jane transons and early box looks ;Tith porcelin knobo. 

One of the moro intriguing elements o~ the building in the largo, clo~ot like 
room on tho sooond floor. The size of n. wo.11~-in closet, the room is lit by o. skylight . 
On one uall are nlt>cod two la.rrc, carved, wooden b£c.cketF. about 5 feet anert. Spa.nninir, 
those brackets, and fitting into holes carved in the br~ckets, io a pol~. The question 
is: Why ·was the rooo designed this uay1 Is it merely a closet? a dree::sing room? 

History 
According to Towson: A Picture History of e. l•'aryla.nd Torm, tho enti:!.'o 500 block 

of York Road uas leveled in e. :fire in i878. Thuo, number 527 cannot nreda.te this 
evont. At this time the pronerty un.u ormed by August Looe:o. A paoFe.ge in the so.mo 
book tells how Looso rebuilt his tailoring buciness a~ter tho fire. The following 
picture sho;;::: the building as it anueared sometime in the nineteen-teen ' s: 

Undaunted by the fire, August Loose rebuilt h1s 
tailoring shop on York Road. The business had 
begun in a frame building on the flatiron at the 
intersection of Joppa and York. 

These brick buildings directly across York 
Road from the present Towson Theater were 
probably photographed in the late teens. York 
Road wac; still unpaved, but sidewalks and cut­
stone curbing had been added. 

Photo~raph courtesy of 
.lJ. Eliza Bos le~ and Marie Bosley Kade 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

527 York :a>.oe,cl is sig·ni:f'ice.nt a;::; e, t;sr'.)iC"1.l exan111le of the Victorian commercial 
structu..re. Altered on tho fi:i.~r::it story, "Ghe second sto:ry still reveals re~9J:ozc,ntc.tive 
elemen:t;s - brick fc:Lc<~d.Ei, belt com·ser:~, cornices, corbels. rrhe :reme.inihg origim',l 
fa.bric of the intEJrior - met;;;1,l ceiline;s, mouldings, doors, etc. - is also important. 

This struct1xre ir· rJ.20 sictJ.i:fice.nt e.:c "" document of the fSTowth of e, comrnercie.1 
build.inc over e !'J'J2J1 of time. E:•mmine.tion of the building's a.c1di tio:r1s e.nd 
alterations would shed licht on che.nging businesi::: needs from 1878 to the :::iresont 
d.e~~v .. s. This sttlcl~~l vro1;J_a_ shoi:·~ tb.o e'ro1:utio11 of the build~i11r~ :from c1 busi11e~~~s 01.1 tho 
firr:~t floor with ;s1 .. resid{~,11co on the second floor, to both floorf:', being tote.lly 
commercial. 

Humbe:r. 527 documents changing commercio.l ncH:;Cl_s, 'but in e.lso re-ore:::;entr.tive 
of the :ih;t!'dcal malceu1J of early 'I'owson. A modc:r·n storofront dominates the street 
level, but if one looks to the second story the Victoritm ohe,re,cter of the street 
is very clear. In sher0 contrc,st to the modn:rn de1;:iartment store across the street, 
thi:::0 :::m1nll remnnnt of Victoriane. is indicetive of what we.s - e,nd of what remains 
-Wiable today. The building ir; still lJeing commercially used with much original 
materio,l inte,ct. With sensitivity and c vielr to const:ructive use, thi::o: building 
can continue to be a document o:f the past 2,no_ serve n uso in the :future. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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INTRODUCTION 

The three recordable buildings in the 500 block of York Road on the east 
side of the street are problematical not only because of alterations but because 
of additions and the degree to which buildings share foundati::ms, walls, etc •. 
These buildings were errected in the late 19th century and early 20th century 
on an historic site. 

The history of the entire block is an interesting one. On the 1853 
Zur Horst map one can see that the "Hotel'' occupies a trapezoidal lot bounded 
on the West by York Road, on the North by Joppa Road and on the East by Hillen 
Road. A five acre lot being offered by Benjamin Payne as a possible site for 
the new Court House lies to the South. On the 1877 Atlas it can be seen that 
much development took place during the.next twenty-four years or so after 1853 
including the laying out of streets and lots in a gridiron plan with a North­
South axis. The hotel, however, remains on its large irregular ·lot which 
forms nearly an entire block and it appears to be using all of that space 
except for a tiny parcel on Pennsylvania Avenue containing the newspaper 
office of iv. H. Ruby. In addition to the hotel itself there are several large 
outbuildings. Deeds and old plats indicate that these buildings included 
at least the stables.necessary for boarding travelers&horses, and a stone 
springhouse. 

In its time Towson has had several hotels and taverns which were logical 
and necessary establishments in a town that was both a crossroads se!'vice center 
and county seat. The hotel which stood on this site until 1929, however, is 
believed to have been the oldest having been built by the Tows::ms in the 1760' s. 
That roads, including the important York Turnpike, were laid out relative to 
the building.1;s location and that it was an important gathering place for over 
a century and a half are facts which gave it tremendous significance as a 
landmark. 

By 1898, however, the hotel no longer dominated the large and centr3lly 
located lot. The Bromley Atlas of that year shows that in addition to the 
little newspaper office two other larger buildings which had their own out­
buildings were constructed facing York Road. The southernm:.>st is labled as 

belonging to J. German and the northernmost is Towson National Bank. Parts 
of these buildings are believed to remain t:.>day being contained in Robinson's 
Liquor store (Bank) and the Kent Lounge. Sy the time of the 1920 1 s America 
had become nmotorized a nnd Towson had bee '.)me f>Uburbani zed. Hotels, at least 
outside :.>f the city, g3ve way t::> motels or 0 m'.)tor courts 11 as they were first 
called. The landmark which had dominated this bloclc and which had indeed 
helped to foster the town itself was razed in 1929 and replaced by a.movie 
theatre and shops. 

Little or n:.>thin5 remains of the era in which this bl '.Jck was one of 
Tows:m' s open spaces occupied :.>nly by the necessities of the hotel except, 
that is, for the irregular shape of the block itself. '!'be only open spaces 
are the asphalted parking lots behind the more than twenty commercial struc­
tures of the block. There are tw::> buildings which were late 19th century 
neighbors to the hotel and along with the movie theatre are the only struc­
tures of the block currently being recorded (1977-78). 
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P:rer:;ent Owner .. Georce R, Hom 

Bought pro";?e:rty from Irene Schnaufer by deed dater~ December 
27, 1977. 

II. Irene Louis.e Schnr:mfer 

Bought proc:)eJ:·ty from J. Rollin Otto e..s e:irncuto:r of the estate 
of W. Stanley Schncmfer by deed dated August 11, 1950. 
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III. W:i.llie,m Stanley Schna.ufer (IiR 958/226 ); 

:Bought :?roqe:rty f:rom Ida, L. M. Held. by deed de,ted Ma;y 3, 1935· 

IV. le.a L. M. Held (LR 522/368) 

J3ought p:ro:oet'.t,y from Geo:ege C. ~Pracey by deed d.a.ted l"ebruary 
20, 1920. 

v. George c. Tracey 

'.Bought p:ro·perty from William Ii-i., Loose by deed dated May 6, 1919. 

VI. WilliV,'.Tl Iv. Leese 

:Sought from i'i.quilla c. T. Bosley by deed dated April 24 91913. 

VII. Aquilla, C. 'l'. Bosl-ey 

Bought prot>e:rty from Kate :Meyer ancl. C. Loose as executrices 
of the estate of Eliza Loose by deed dated A1')J'.'il 24, 1913. 

VIII. Eliza Loose 

:sought p:ro:qerty from Enos Smedley lliy deed dated 1!iarch 7, 1861. 

IX. August Loose 

Leased '.Property fro:n Enos Smec11EW by e,gT:eement dated October 
8, 1857. 

x. 1'1nos Smedley 

Bought property from Grad:tom M. I1osley by deed dated July 
24,1854. 
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