
# 519 York Road 

That the east<.nd west sides of York Road have continuously been a vital 
commercial center in Towson for over a century is demonstrated by this building 
and its neighbors. Other buildings on the street document turn of the century 
styles of conunercial buildings, while others document modern t~chniques. 
Number 519 is significant as one of the indications ::>f commercial buildings 
circa 1920. This building and two cithers with similar rooflines are the 
last remaining documents for the '20 1 s influence on the business district of 
York Road. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

519 Yo:rk Roaa. is a two sto:l'.';y brick building. It now sits flush with :av.mbe:r 
517 to the south anc1 fronts i:m alley to the north. rrhe allE:\;·' ha:::.1 bmm enclosed. 

The ea2it faca.a.e ic; now coveJ::ed b~l a modern sto:r·e front which encom1;rsses both 
numbex·21 519 v.nc1 517. Behmnd this front can still be seen the ec.:rlior i'ac11 dE3 of 
number 519. The roof line of this faco..de i;:~ ty'l)ical of a style used in the 1920 1 s: 

Ch.'l. the north facgde, the cornice is f'ormed. b;y 1)rick dentils 'which e.re an 
int eg:ral pm:t o:f' tJ1e we,11. r 

The wer3t :facade is only visible on the f'econd sto:ry since e,djoinhi.g buildings 
he.ve been built on gTom1.d leve,1. Thir; fB,eaa.e v,~ope2,,ric. to cover both numbers 519 and 
517. The roof in gently ;pitchoC'. Trith 2. ga,bled end. A pro,jection of an adjoining 
building Teaches u11 to the r:Jeconcl zto:t"Y and toJces up the southern he,lf of the 
face..de. On the northern end is a bricked in windo-...r ·with a round a,rch. 

Mo original fn,b:ric remainz on the first f'loor. Permim:oion to record the 
second floor hgs not ~ret 1:ioen obte .. inect. 

TheJ:•e is a full bo..seraent of' UJ.1.Co-t.J.rned stone. ':Phe:r·e a:re newer brick but:r'ec:'.se0 
<nd brick •;:iatching on the wc:'lls. 
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Thet the eust and <rnst sides of York Road have continuously been a. vi t2;,l com­
mo1~cial cente:r· in '.Powson for over a century is demonstrnted by this l':mild.ing l:"Jld its 
:neic;hbo:rs. Other builciingf". on the street document tt.U'n of the centv.r~r style::> of 
oommercicl buildin,gs, 'l'rhile others decument modern techniques. Humbo1• 519 is 
sig'.nifica1:1t Es one of the indicn.tions of commercial builctings circe 1920. This 
building; and two others with similar rooflines ere the last remaining documentf2 
for the 20 1 e. influence on the business o.istrict of' ::ark IM. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See Attachment 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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