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It is felt by many that the tavern wtich Ezekiel Tows'.)n was runnin13 in the 
1760 1 s may have been the business wh~.ch began the long history of Towsan as a 
com::nercial center. As a crossroads service center and later as a courth'.)use 
t'.)wn Tows'.)n has been a gathering. spot for mGny for over 200 years. During that 
time there have been several inns and hotels in the toi,m but f;)r rn;)st '.)f that 
long peri'.)d there was a tavern and hotel on this particular spot. The stone 
building whj_ch was kn::iwn as the "Tows::m H::>tel" was razed in 1929 and it may well 
have contained part of Towson 1 s tavern. 

The tavern is s;..irvi ved only by a few phot:igraphs and the boundri es :;f its 
large lot wh:_ch [{ive the east side of the 500 block of Yon:: 'i.oad its unusual 
shape. It is ironic that that same lot t::iday supports several entertainment 
a;1d eating establishments, one of which includes the W.Jrd "tavern" in its name. 



BA - 1456 
.. -. WAYNE L. N!ELD1 ll 

J:USTORIC TOWSON. INC. 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST /Y/116-I - 03 1 '-/SGJ&c;L __ 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Towson Tavern (site) 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

- VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

.. BUILDING($) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

X.SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _JN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDs,ETc. New Courts Bu5.lding 
S_TREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

~ DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #: 

STATE I Zl.p code 

Liber #: See Attachment 
Folio #: 

STATE 

'M 1" 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
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DE'IDLISHED 1929 
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_1500-1599 
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It is felt by many that the tavern which Ezekiel Towson was running in 
the 1760 1 s may have been the business which began the long history of Towson 
as a com·r,ercial center. As a crossroads service center and later as a court
house town Towson has been a gathering s;Jot f-::Jr many f'.Jr over 200 years. 
n1ring that time there have been several in:'ls and hotels in the town but for 
most of that long period there was a tnvern and hotel on this part: c1J.lar spot. 
The st::me building which was known as the "Towson Hotel" was razed in 1929 

,-, and it may well have contained part ;)f Towson 1 s tave1~n. 

The tavern is survived only by a few photographs and the boundries of 
of its large lot which give the east side of the 500 block of York Hoad its 
unus:J.al shape. It is ironic that that same lot t::iday supports several enter
tainment and eating establishments, one of which includes the word tltavern" 
in its name. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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INTRODUCTION 

The three recordable buildings in the 500 bloclt of York Ro3d on the east 
side 0£ the street are problematical not only because of alterations but because 
of additi-ons and the degree to which buildings share foundati::ms, walls, etc •. 
The.Je buildings were errected in the late 19th century and ·early 20th century 
on an historic site. 

The history o.f tt;ie entire block is an interesting one. On the 1353 
Zur Horst map one can see that the "Hotel" occupies a trapezoidal. lot bounded 
on the West by York Road, on the North by Joppa Road and on the East by Hillen 
Road. A five acre lot being offered by Benjamin Payne as a possible site for 
the new Court House lies to the South. On the 1877 Atlas it can be seen t~t 
much development took place during the.next twenty-four years or so after 1853 
including the laying out of streets and lots in a gridiron plan with a North~ 
South axis. The hotel.,,however, remains on· its large irregular ·lot which 
forni.s nearly an entire block and it appears to be using all of that space 
except for a tiny parcel on Pennsylvania Avenue containing the newspaper 
ot!ice of W. H. Ruby. In addition to the hotel itself there are several large 
outbuildings. Deeds and old plats indicate that these buildings included 
at least the stables. necess3ry for boarding travelers& horses, and a stone 
springhouse. 

In its time Towson has had several.hotels and taverns which were logical 
and necessary establishments in a town that was both a cr~ssroads service center 
and county seat. The hotel which stood on this site until 1929, however, is 

.,,,,._ believed to have been the oldest having been built by the Tows:::>ns in the 1760•s. 
That roads, including the important York Turnpike, were laid out relative to 
the building~s location and that it was an important gathering place !or over 
a century and a half ara facts which gave it tremendous significance as a 
landmark. · 

By 1898, however, the hotel no longer dominated the large and centrslly 
located lot. The Bromley Atlas of that year shows that in add~tion to the 
little newspaper office two other larger · buil.dings wilich had their own oat.
buildings were constructed facing York Road. The southernm:::>st is 1abled as 

belonging to J. German and th~ northernmost is Towson Wational Bank. Parts 
of these buildings, are believed to remain t:::>day being contained in Robinson's 
Liquor store (Bank) and the Kent Lounge. By the time of the 1920' s America 
had becorne 0 motorized 11 nnd Towson had become suburbanized. Hotels, at least 
outside of the city, gave way t'J motels or "m::>tor courts" ~s they WP.re first 
called. The landmark which had dominated this block and which h3d indeed 
helped to foster the town itself was razed in 1929 and replaced by a.movie 
theatre and shops. 

Little or nothing remains of the era in which this block was one of 
Tows:m' s open spaces occupied :mly by the necessities of the hotel except, 
that is, i'or the irregular shape of the block itself.. The only open spaces 
are the asphalted parkin~ lots. behind the more than twenty cor;mtercial struc
tures of the block. There are tliO buildirit5s which were late 19th century 
neighbors to the hotel and along with the movie theatre are the onl.y struc
tures of the block currentl7 being rec~rded (1977-78). 



"L"Jnat is known about the tavern building is based primarily on a limited 
number of existing photographs, q:1i te a few 19th century newspaper references, 
land records a nd the infJrmation provided by an acc::mnt of the h::itel 1 s demoli
tion that was printed in the 3altimore Sun, December 1, 1929. 

Court records prove that Ezekiel T::>wson was keepin:S a tavern as early as 
1768 and land records suggest that it was on this some site. The 'l'owsons held 
this property until 1802~~nd it changed hands many times afterwards with deeds 
and advertisements referring to a 11tavern stand" and their name. What is m:)st 
uncertain seems t,o be an accurate understanding ::>f what kind of building evolu
tion took place between 1768 and 1929 when the successor t::> Towson's Tavern, the 
Towson Hotel, was demolished. An unsubstantiated tale of the Tows:ms which men
tions a log structure and tw:J frequently repr:Jduced 1920 1 s photographs of the 
stone building known as 1•Towson Hote1r1 are the main body of evidence as to what 
kind of building(s) served as the inn during the 158 year period in question. 

In the 1920 1 s photographs a nearly square stone building can be seen which 
is 2}z stories high with an equilateral hlpped roof. The stone appears unccmrsed 
and uncut except f::>r the window arches and an atter:1pt at qu::>ining. The building 
is five bays wide, five bays deep and a smaller recessed wing can be seen on tt1e 
east side. The east wing appears t::> be of equal h~ight, is perhaps three b~7s 
wide and tw:> l::mg and has galleries on tne s0uth side. This wing gives the 
h~:tilding an L-shape that is verified on the Hopkins map of 1877 and later maps 
and plats. 

The fenestrati:::m has symmetrical openings, h::>wever, there are three types 
of sash: 2/2 on the first flo:..ir, 6/6 on the second and 313 on the tnird level. 
The 1926 photo of the south facade shows a 1/1 sash in the easterm1ost b2y of 
the first flo'.)r. What are presumed t'.) be casement windows lit:;hting a basement 
peer slightly above the gr::>und surf::ice. The wind::>ws of thE first two levels 
have flat stone arches an0 the bottom windows of the west fac:.ide contain solid 
raised -r,:ianel shutters. There are three panels per shutter, two of equal size 
plus a smaller one 0n t'.:lp which is the sa:r.Je geometric ar-rangement as the windows 
themselves. 

One source, bac~ed up by the 18)3 Zur Horst man, states th<Jt the ':'..'ows::>n 
Tavern was oriented to the cr::>ssroads facing Joppa Road (as it originally ran 
cm tbe south si:1e '.)f present day Hutzlers) while the Hopkins, Shealey, "3ro111ley 
and other maps show the building facing Nort:iwest with more of an orientation 
towards the York Turnpike or at lPast the intersection. The documented st::>rv 
of Ezekiel Towson 1 s concern over the routing of the Y::>rk ':'.'urnpike in 1799 is 
proof of tte tavern's direct relationship t::> that road, but susrnests as well 
that the original buildin,:; may have had a different ::>rientation. ':'his point 
is significant insofar as there do not seem t::> be any phot::>~raphs of the ri::irth
east side of the building. 

The 1920 1 s phot::>graphs, h:)wever, sh:.:iw quite plainly that the main side ::>f 
the Towson ~Totel, BS it was then called, was the west (northwest) facade. This 
is the only visible facade with shutters, a centrally loc<Jted sign but m::>re im
portantly, a centrally located entrance. The building was entered by a single 
glass pane door wnich had a transom. 

The s::mth (southwest) facade of the rnain block has two entrances each 
being reached by three steps. If one numbers the five bays from West to East 



on this side, doors occuoy the first bay and bay # 4. 1;Vindows define the other 
bays and it should be n:Jticed that there is a greater distance between bays If 2 
and #3 than between any of the others. The south side of the east wing appears 
to have doors in its innermost bays and a window in the easternm:;.st b?ys of the 
first and second floors. The porches are supported by tall square posts and thie 
banisters are decorated with crisscross bal,1sters. Like the matn bloc r< the third 
level is vented by knee-wind'.)WS. 

Interior-
'i'here is little printed inf:::>rmation c:mcerning the interior al thCJugh it is 

not impossible that oral history c::;uld still fill this gap. The Clark article 
w:1ich appeared in the Sunday Sun, December 1, 1929, gives s:::>me inf:irrnati::m about 
the building although the article is vcigue in its sourr.es. In reading it, h:iw
ever, :ine is told that: 

the st:me walls were 18 11 in thickness 
the wreckers found logs in good condition th;;;t were 11used for bu:'"1ding 
the original ~nterior." 
the tavern was enlar~ed c. 1799 to provide 13 hedro:ims :in the second and 
third floors and that the first floor c-:intained a dinin!:S r::iom, bar, 
kitchen, pantry, ready room, lobby and private quarters for the pro-
priet::ir and his twelve children. , 
George Washington is re:outed to have slept here. 

In the 1970 1 s thts last bt t :Jf information immediately casts d::iubt upon 
the credibilitv of the other ~facts" and it is somew~at uncertain in the detail
ing cif the rooms whether or not the descripti::in is for their use tn 17~'9 or at 
the time :Jf demolition. The information about tte thickness of the stone walls 
or the removal of lhe logs suggests that the author at least knew witnesses if 
she did not witness the destruction of the buildins herself. It can he ded:iced 
from the article thot the:re were ot one point at least more than twenty rooms 
in the building used by both the Tows::in family anrt the patrons and that there 
rrrnre definite divisi::ins of space relative t.:> :ise. 

One might further assume from the 1920 1 s phot::igraphs tbat the main block 
was divided nearly in half by ci ncirth-s::;uth wall (ie. seperate entrances f::ir 
tbese halves on the s::x1th facade) and that there was a n::irth and sout~1 half as 
well as suggested by the centrally located entr0nce. The c::mspicuous absence 
of a window in the /! 2 bay ::;;f the secJncl fl'.)'.:lr jf the s::mth facade plus the 
unequal distance at this point between b 1ys ¥ 2 and # 3 on the first fbor 
suggest that a stairway may have been located here. The ph'.:lt'JE;;raµh is cut off 
at the Y':J'.)f level and a tree is s'Jmewhat obstructive but, the presence of a 
ttiird level wind::iw suggests that this S'.)lid area ::if -t-118 south wall is n)t relative 
to an interi'.)r end chimney. 

In the same photograph (see p. 5 TCJwsJn Bicentennial) one can borely see 
what appears to be an end chimney ::in the east wing. One can assume that this 
chimney served the kitchen area not only because of the tradi ti :m in this area 
of a UJki tchen winga but also because of the relati::in between the back '.:lf a house 
and the mw1dane activities of cooking, wushing, etc. The heat and srnells asso
ciated with these chores alcing with the unsightliness relative to the keeping 
of food animals, wood chopping and s::i on was quite often delegated to the rear 
of a building and hidden fr'.)m the main street. It is no coincidence that in 



the 1926 photograph we see wash hanging from a lime on the p'.:lrch of the east wing. 
One last factor relative to the interior arrangement is the chimney seen 

in the 1920 1 s photograph of the northwest (main) facade. A single chimney cap 
can be seen on the northeast side of the building in a positi0n expected of an 
interior end chimney. There is none on the opp'.)site endJ h'.)wever, and if this 
Chimney served fireplaces it gives some indication of Where fireplace rooms might 
have been located. 

Alterations-

We are in error to c :msiaer ttle 1920' s ph:>t'.:lgraphs of the "Tows ::m Hotel 11 

as pictures of a colonial tavern. In ootb of the photo5raphs one can see ob
vious changes in the fenestrati:m and what is perhaps evidence of an addition. 
The tall 2/2 windows seen :.m the first level of both the northwest and south
west sides are obvious Vict'.)rian. alterations, as is the 1/1 s<ish in the east 
bay on the first level of the southwest focade. Seen most clearly in the photo
graph of ttat side is a vertical line in the wall dividing bays 1 2 and # 3. 
Realizing that this line may represent an electrical conduit or some other 
attached object it still seems worth pointing out that the line also a_opears to 
be a break in the mas:mary. 'l'be odd width in between bays II 2 and # 3 bisected 
by this line is quite like one would expect to see if bays # 1 and ~ 2 were 
later additions. 

Assuming for a moment th,sit this was the case then the three easternmost 
bays of the main block cons ti. tuted a center hall plan in an L-shaped stone house. 
Given the identical chain of title that this buildin"; shares with the Schmuck 
:-:louse these architectural similarities can not be overlooked. The two buildin.~s 
(even beyond consideration of the hotel having an addi ti cm) share: 

stone construction 
L-plan 
long porch in ell 
Towson-Schmuck-Shealey ownership 

It is also interesting to note thGt John \'ililhelrn appears in that same chain 
of title and that the sale of his estate in 1823 contained a two story stone 
dwelling which was nearly new. 

The hiJ?ped roof and knee windows, stone construction and single end chim
ney give th::.s building a Federal era look which it shares with its im.nediate 
neigt1b::ir, the Thomas ~'\/hi ttle house. Thomas Whittle is believed to have been a 
builder whose house still stands right behind the tavern site at 1 510 Delaware 
Avenue. It, the Schmuck House, and one other building are the only structures 
in central Towson predating the Court douse. N:me of these buildings, the 
11 Towson Hotel 11 included are C:)lonial stru.ctures and they are Federal era (1790-
1830) structures at the earliest. None is without Victorian additions and/or 
al terati ems. 

The m'.)st likely periods of change in the evolution ::if the 11 Tows'.)n tavern" 
into the nTowson -:.Yotel 11 of course begin with the pre-revolutionary ccmstruction. 
Tr a di ti ::in, sup:Jorted by the single reference by Clar'.< t:::> interior logs, suggests 
that the first building may have empl::iyed log construction. 1799 seems like 
an::ither significant date because ::if the :imcreased business Ezekiel Towson might 
have expected fr:irn the new turnpike. 1823 i.s ane>ther since at this time John 
;:Tilhelrn' s tavern stand (appearing in chain of title) was bei.ng advertised for 
sale ccmtaining a log house and two story stone house that was 11nearly new. 11 



The Adys' ownership during the second half of t'r.e 19th century is likely to 
have seen some changes and whatever 'Tictorian elements posessed by the building 
woLtld have been acquired during this peri::id. A petition filed by ~1ary Ady in 
June ::>f 1880 tells us that the hotel was at that time 11badly in need '.:>f repairs'' 
and stated that the building would need new sp:mti.ng, floors and repairs to the 
porches. 

Outbuildings-

A Pre-automobile era inn that provided food and housing for travelers 
meant that it had to serve the needs of both people and animals. The Towson 
Tavern is likely to have h-9d such dependencies as a carriage h::mse, stables, 
a privy, dairy, meathouse, washhouse, et. al. The deeds for this building 
sugg;est that a farm was ass.ociated with the tavern stand and Hahn and Behm· 
state that Edward Ady supplied his guests with ttvegetables from his garden, 
milk and cheese from his dairy, meat from his farm and wine and grapes from 
his arbor." If thie was the case then perhaps food storage and processing 
structures were not necessary direct dependencies of the h;:itel, but :m the farm 
close-by. The petition of 1880, however, mentions the 11buildings on said 
pr'.:>perty. 11 

The only outbuildin,5s for which there is documentation are the stables 
End a springhouse. A row of stables behind or south of the southeast end of the 
building appear on both the Hop~ins 1877 Atlas and tbe :me published by Bromley 
in 1898. Hopkins shows a r::iw ::if three c:::intiguous stables !'unning in an east-
west direction and Bromley shows but tw:J. Mrs. Ady' s testimony concerning the 
condition of the stabling sug6ests the possibility that the westernmost stable 
to be the largest of the stables and it appears t:::i have stood directly on the 
Old Hillen ~ba:i, later called Delaware Avenue. Bromley indicates all three 
stables to be of fr;me c:mstruction (Bromley does not C-Jnsider log constructi::m 
in his color-coded scheme and shows n::i log buildings in Tows::m. "Che East Towson 
Survey identified several log houses, however, and ttis survey has encountered 
references to log outbuildin<!S on the 'I'owson pr:::>perty, Bowen property and others). 

Both the Hopkins and Bromley atlases sh::iw a buildin~ ::in the n'.)rtheast cor
ner of the hotel pr'.)perty that is standfng at the inter sec ti ::in of <Toppa :bad 
and Delaware Avenue. '3r'.)mle'.r indicates that it is fra:me. It assumes the '.)dd 
shape of that C'.)rner, has indentations on its south side and is either c::mnected 
or adjacent t'.J the largest stable, It does not, h::iwever, have trie cr:iss-hatch 
which both atlases give stables. The indentations have in the case of the John 
I. Yellott H'.)use for example proven to be indicative of adrli tions to a building. 
The structl1re appears lsrge and given its location was pr'.)bably a service build
ing of scime kind but its actual purpose remains a mystery. R,eferences to black
smiths, wheelrights, etc., in the nieghborho'.)d, lead tc:i p'.)ssibi.lities but nothing 
more. 

The springhouse appears thro_ighout tbe chain of title from B. Payne (1850's). 
It, like Vie hotel, was c:.mstructed of st;)ne. 



Liber folio Date Gran tor Grantee 

159 

118 

117 

112 

112 

49 

11 

29 February 9, 1887 l"Iary f~. Ad,y et. al. ~owson National ~ank 

r~qui ty D::icket 7, Foli::> 197 Case if L265 June 21, 1880 
Judicial Record 177, Folio 311 

Petition ::if' :1ary il.dy menti:ms: 
11 ••• said hotel and the buildings upon said pr::;perty are badly in 
need of repairs; that it is necessary to its preservation new spouting 
be put upon it at once, some new flooring be put down, the porches 
be repaired and certain improvements be made to the stabling on said 
pr'.)perty.n 

This also c:mtains a list about conveyances ie. - Andrew '}erman, 1880; 
William Ruby, 1881; Tows::in National Bank, 1887. 

502 June 11, 1880 

June 23, 1880 

225 June 10, 1679 

253 June 18, 1879 

l/4l~ June () 

()' 1866 

L28 April 27, 1855 

Joshua F. Cockey & wife Mary E. & Virginia Ady 

First Part: Joshua F. Cock:ey 
Second Part: 
Third Part: 

IS:ary E. g .. 1!irginia Ady 
Louisa E. Lee Exec • .>f Will. &. 
Testament of Dar.iel Lee 

Fourth Part: A. Jacks.>n German 

Samuel F. 3u.tler 1'1.ary r~. & lfiresinia Ady 

Samuel H. ii.dy Admin. Samuel Butler 

3enjamin v~. Payne LEASE to Edward A.dy 

Benjamin Payne Fr2ncis ~.:. Ed1tJard i'~dy et al 

113eginning ••• stone planted :m the east side of the Eillen ~1.'.)<Kl supposed 
ts- bA a tract of land called !IJames :1eadows~1 •• n 
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An ln.n at the Crossroads 

When the Towson brothers selected their 
homestead, they showed the foresight of born 
entrepreneurs. The Joppa Road was the 
principal artery connecting central Baltimore 
County with the port and county seat at Joppa. 
In addition, a road linking the rich farmland of 
southern Pennsylvania with the port of 
Baltimore bad been completed in 1743, less than 
ten years before the brothers' arrival. In the 
first month of its existence this road carried "no 
less than sixty wagons" of flaxseed to 
Baltimore, a sign of the future importance of 
the York Road. 

Perhaps from the beginning the Towsons 
conceived of establishing a business which 
would take advantage of this traffic. Perhaps 
some trade was done. We cannot know for sure, 
but we do know that in 1768 Ezekiel Towson, 
William's son, built a stone tavern near where 
Hutzler's is now. A document of the court of 
1768 shows the inn well prepared to serve 
travelers. Its bill of fare of two dozen items 
included the following, priced in pounds, 
shillings, and pence: 

Stableage with good Clover or 
Timothy Hay per Night & Day 
or 24 Hours .... ... ...... ........ .. . .... . ... . . 

Wine & Beer from London or Bristol .......... . 
a Hot Meale of Roast or broiled 

with Small Beer Cyder ... . .... . ............. . 
Breakfaet or Supper .......................... . 
Toddy made of Country Rum or 

Brandy per Quart .................... • ...... 
Lodging per night with clean Sheets .......... . 
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0.2.0 
0.1.6 

0.1.6 
0.1.0 

0.0.8 
0.0.6 

·-

The success of the tavern hung in the 
balance in 1799 when the road to York was 
being fashioned into a turnpike. The original 
plans called for the turnpike to pass "thirty-two 
perches" from the tavern. Petitioning the 
Maryland legislature to change the route, 
Ezekiel Towson noted that be had kept his 
tavern many years "for the entertainment of 
man and beast!' If the lawmakers would route 
the road past his door, he promised to donate 
any land needed for such a change. Alone, the 
innkeeper inaugurated the venerable Towsonian 
tradition of private gain by political 
transaction. The direction of the York Turnpike 
was changed, and Towsontown and its tavern 
thrived. Ezekiel prepared his inn for an 
increased patronage. 

The Towson Tavern soon boasted thirteen 
bedrooms on the second and third floors as well 
as a first-floor dining room, bar, kitchen, 
pantry, reading room, lobby, and private 
quarters for Ezekiel and his twelve children. 
(Ezekiel apparently was never at a loss for 
household help.) It is said that among the 
boarders at various times were Washington (of 
course) Lafayette, and members of the touring 
Prussian royal house, who were stranded in the 
Towson Tavern for many days during a 
snowstorm. 

When the Towson family scattered and 
Ezekiel died, the inn was sold and resold to 
many proprietors during the next century. 
Edward H. Ady, whose tenure dominated the 
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