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1. NAME 
C OM...,.ON: 

UNliED STAiES DEPARiMENi OF THE INiERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION .FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

Todd Farmhouse 
ANO/OR HISTORIC.: 

BA-146 

FOR NPS USF ONLY 
ENTRY DATE 

I 
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CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

0 District Kl Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Agriculturol 0 
0 Commercial 0 
0 Educotional 0 
0 Entertainment 0 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME: 

0 Public 

00 Private 

0 Both 

Government 

lndu•trial 

Military 

Mu•eum 

CODE 

OWNFRSHIP 

0 
~ 
0 
0 

Public Acqui•ition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

Por~ 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Scientific 

ACCESSIBU 

I 
I 

Si ATU~ 
TD iH[ PU~~~! 

&J Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

Yes: 

l_ I RP!tr1ctf"d 

rr Unrestricted 0 Pre•ervotion work '--- 1 

In progre•• :(] No 

0 Transportation ; I Commronh 

D Other (Sprclty) 

&on CJTY OR TOWN; 

5. LOCATION OF 1,.EGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, RC:GISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: tr 
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6. ~.Ef'Fn~~TAT}_O_N_ IN EXISTING SUR_Y_E_Y_s_______ ··---··-·-" ·--·- .. _..; '"': 

TITLE O~ SURV&:.v 

STATE 

I 
I 

r. ""n ! 

c1 Loca_1 ___ -_ --E i ~ j 
. I:: " I "' . " , 

·; ~ ~ 1 

DATE OF SURVEV; 0 Federal 

OEPOSITOR"r" FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

0 State 0 County 

'm I 

' ! ~! 

{ nr~ --w"· :. ~ i 1._ _______________________________ .J_ _________________ ...__---1 i~: 
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Ct"T'Y 0~ TOWN: STATE: 
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f7· DESCRIPTIO~~ ------------------
(Check One) 

[i1 Foir • 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Clu•rk One) (Clu•ck One) 

0 Excellent 0 Good 
CONDITION 1-------------.:.C T--------- ------1 

G{ Altered 0 Unaltered n Mowed tiiJ Ori9;nol S1tP 

~-------'----~'----------~~---_,,_---------~=----------~ 
0£5CRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The To6d House is located on the cast side of Old North Point Road 
(Md. Rt. 20) just north of the entrance of Fort Howard. 

Of two and one half story height the house is of brick construction and 
is three bays in width. Although initially of a Federally inspired plan 
later Italianate alterations dominate its present exterior appearance. 
The steeply pitched "A" frame roof has prominent cross gables at both 
the front and rear (north and south) elevations. Both the eaves and 
gables have heavily bracketed cornices. Each cross gable contains one 
round head window. The base of each gable is marked by three courses of 
stepped brick, the latter a fragment of the original cornice. Two 
interior chimneys project from the main roof at the east end. All five 
principal windows of each facade retain 6/6 pane sash. At both these 
elevations stand one story farm porches with squared posts and simple, 
two part, arched brackets. 

At the west end of the house stand two later additions. One, a rectangulu 
two story, three bay wing, joins the west end of the main house flush with 
its north facade. It is lower in height than the main house and has small 
window openings framing sash of 6/6 panes. The centered entrance Joor is 
sheltered by a simple pedimented porch. To the rear (soutti)·wall of this 
addition stands a smaller, two story wing, which has a projecting three 
window bay of the same height. This addition was probably built when 
the mid-19th century alterations were made to the main house. It has a 
nearly flat roof that slopes away from the west end of the main house. 

The floor plan of the main house consists of an end ha11··and flanking 
double parlor. The rectangular addition contains a hall and kitchen. The 
smaller wing with the projecting bay contains the present dining room. 

To the east of the main house stands several farm bui'ldings. A family 
cemetery also exists on the property. 
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SIGNIFICANCE ·---.., 
__ _J 

P &: R 100 (Chee~ One or More·~ Appropr!~t~) 

[l Pre-Columbion 

f_ I l Sth Century 

ti l61h Ce"lury 

( l 17th Century 

I I 18th Century 

txl 19th c .. ,,lu•·· 

----------. -- - --- - . 

i 
. _j 

S"ECIFIC O•TE S• (If Applicable and Known) 

i-------~-----,---------------------------------·- -1 
•f'!Eol.$ OF Sl~NIFIC•NCE 

Abar ·~ginol 

(Check Ont• or More a• Jlpprqprl•t<') 

0 Preh11toric 

;fl 1'1i11oric 

l I Agriculture 

QS /i+.Fchit"clure 

0 Art 

0 Comm•rce 

[l Communications 

0 Con~ervotion 

5T•1 E .. ENT OF 51'°NIFIC•liCE 

0 Educoho" 

0 Engineering 

I l lnduttry 

I I 111,,,.ntion 

• _1 Londscope 

Architecture 

l : Lite1oturt.· 

[} Militory 

J J Mu51c 

1·1 
11 

I I 
I I ,-, 
,- , 
I I 

~Q~iticol 

~ .. lrgiori 'Phi. 

. lo1ophy 

~c: 1rtn(e 

'culp1u..., 

Soc to I /Human-

itanan 

Theoter 

T 1an•portot10'1 

[ : Url.p" Pl11rm11111 

rx Other f)flnl 111) 

lVJ.:al.11.i.:.to.i.·•· 

The importance of the Todd House rests rnore on its location than any 
other factor. .The indust:rial ~xpansion, 'especially tf'lat associateJ 1\li th 
Bethel eh em Steel, has so chan.gel'.l the environs that the Todd House is 011l· 
of the very few 19th century farm houses extant on Pa.tapsco Ned. l t 
holds local significance ~is a direct link to the· area's ugricul tur:1 J p;is t . . . ... · . . . . 

However~ in any other area the Todd Hqusc wpuid werit recognition. 111c 
house ·~ontains much. original (c.· 1830)· ~ork and is in a good state of 
preservation. li'he Italianate alterations compromise little of the 
original structtit.e, but rather add to its architectural value. The vjc1,· 

of the ~o~th of t~e Chesapeake Bay Bricl&f'. adds to t]"le merit of the ~ i le. 

The Todd fa~~),Y has mrned the property since 1664, During the BattlL· of 
~ortf1 Poi~t the }lri ti sh burned the Tudd ~ ·s house. Thomas TodJ haJ r j ddL!ll 
to the American 1 in es to warn them of the BTi t j sh advirncc. The ram i l y 
built a new house (after 1816) purportedly on the older foundation . 
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Fo"" 10-3000 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

TODD FARMHOUSE 

Number 7. Description continued. 

..------------- -· 
STATE 

Marv land 
COUNTY 

R~ltimnrP 1 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
~---...., 

ENTRY NUMBER l OA TE 

I 

The Diltbuildings at the Todd House are of frame construction with A-roofs. I 
The unpainted exteriors emphasize the deteriorating condition of the 
buildings.~ Local tradition maintains that the longest of the structures 

1 

(with a pe~pendicularly placed wing on the west facade) was a carriage 
house. The shorter one and one-half story barn has suffered the worst , 
damage with gaps in the walls and roof. In spite of their current 
condition the outbuildings do indicate the extent of the farming operations 

Number 8. Significance continued. 

Nine generations of the Todd family have owned the Todd House. The first, 
Thomas Todd, received 1150 acres of land (including the site of the house) 
from l\'il liam Batten and Thomas Thomas who secured the original patent frail' 
Lord Baltimore. Thomas Todd, following the pattern of large seventeenth 
century landholders, was a merchant and sea captain in addition to farrnillJ'.. 
The agricvltu~al tradition continued on the site by his descendants 
through the twentieth century. 

In 1814 the cupola on the cupola on the Tod.d's (former) house was used 
to watch for the advance of the British fleet in the Chesapeake Bay. The 
early si~hting of the fleet enabled riders including the owner Thomas n. 
Todd to announce the British landing to the American army under General 
John Stricker. In retaliation the British burned the house in their 
retreat after the Battle of North Point. The present house was constructed 
on the site .in 1816. 

Presbyterians have a special interest in the Todd House site because it 
was there that the first services were held within the Presbytery of 
Baltimore. A marble tablet in the family cemetery states that these 
meetings took place irl the home of the first Thomas Todd . 
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, 9 .. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

The Dundald-Patapsco Neck Historical ·Society supplied the information for l 
I 

the following sources. I Baltimore County Land and Probate Records, Baltimore County Courthouse, i 
Towson, and the Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland. I 

Bennett, Ester. Never Prod a Hornet. I 
Muller, Charles. The Darkest Day - 1814. 
Stanford, John L. The Battle of North Point. 
Swanson~ Neil. Fifty Stars Over Fort McHenry. 

(c."'"' c-ont";n11<if"i nn ,..l,,,.~~' 
j 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -. 

-·-LATITUDE: ANO l 0NGITUOE COORDINATES L4.TITUf"E" A.NC" LP,.,,.GJT•JOE COORDINATES 

DEFINING. A RECTANGLE LOCATING TME PRODF~TV 0 DEFINING T~~ L.t.r..T~R POIN I OF A ?n:OJ->ERTY 

- Ri--- OF L~SS TH~':! TEN ACRES --
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Second• Degrees Minutes Seconds De1;irres Minutes Seconds Degree1 Minutes Second• 
NW 0 . 0 . .. 

39° 
. 0 . 

12 49 76 26 13 NE 0 . 0 . 
SE D . 0 . 
cw " . . 0 .. •. I 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINA'f~ PROPE-~-~-'---Eilr_e acres 
fLIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY COCH 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: COOL 

STATE: COOF: COUNTY: cooc: 

S.TATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE. 

rtL FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO TITLE: 

T n:_,_ __ ..J "; .. , ...... ..;._,.., .... -~ ,.., ____ .,, , , --
ORGANIZATION " 

~ 

'DATE 

u..,.,..vl <1nrl 1-H c:~ nri ,.,, 1 TrP"'t U- , 0"77. 

STREET ANO NUMBER: .. ' 

?C::.?C::. Q;.,n D~n..I 

CIT"Y OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

A--..,~~1;" "--··1 --..l .-, A 

p2. ST ATE llAl!.ON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NA .. flONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaio;on Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this properly is includ"d in th<" 

89-665), J hereby nominate this property for inclusion Nation.a I ~egister 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

~valuated accordi.Ju\ to the c--iteria and proceciires set ,, 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

nlr•Clor, Ollire of Au:h,.nlnQy and Hl•lnrlc ,.,,,.,.rrv•flun 
level of si11:nificHnce of thi!< nom11v.11nn iH: 

Nutiunal l_l Slulc: I I J.nntl lC I 

' OdQOMcP~ LGJi~ r;,.•e 

Nc.TIV' 
ATTEST: Orlando Ridout IV 

Tit It.- State Preservation Officer • 
for Maryland Keeper of The National RcQi"'"' 

n .... July LL 1923 [Jate 
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R<>ltimnre 

Mary lane.I 
rC_O_U_N~T-Y~~~~~~~~-~----

1 
FORNPSUSEONLY 1 

ENTRY NUMBER -,1,--o-.. -T-C-~I 
(Continuation Sheet) 

.--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--'~~~~~~~-~'-~-__J 
(Number all enlriee) 

Todd Farmhouse 

I 

No. 9. 'Major Bibliographical References Continued. 

kD 
James T. l~ollon, Jr., AIA, a res1r.Yation architect, made the architectural 
evaluation in a letter, April 12, 1973. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

BA-146 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF ~ISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE 

a; CLAS-SfFICATlQN 
CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

D District ~Building 
D Site D Structure 

0 pbject 

0 Public 

~Private 
0 Both 

OWN~RSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

D In Process 

O Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as App,opriele) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial '¢,..Private Residence 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 

STATUS 

0 Occupied 

D Unoccupied 

0 Preservation work 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Othet (Specify) 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

D Restricted 

D Unrestricted 

0 No 

0 Comments 

W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w 
Cl TY O'SaiWi'.sbury 

STATliaryland, 21801 

~} ¥g¢*t!P~ Qf\'bi~"'A)f~t;$PRtPt1ot.J 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Baltimore County C'ourthouse , Towson, :~d. 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Courthouse oquare 
Cl TY OR TO'NN: 

J.OWSO!l 21204 
itle Reference of Curr n 

'It: :-~~~-i~'i1~1T~~ JM :iiisr,~Q' $vt:v~vs 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 



I~ 
'! 

CONDITION 
. / (Check One) 

ijZI Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

0 SCRIBE THE PREjSENT ANO ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
, ceA.tetW) -

T-J.iJ,;j I s 
H~ H~~ IT.c:.:< CA 
LoDkins South 

Cld North Point rioad 

.[1 tche 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

10 :,;orth :Feint 

One oft he obiest f o.mi ly own2a. ~--r J :;ierti ee Dn th a •• est-srn '.Jhore, 
Todd's Inheritance is located on Md. 20 (6ld ~ort~ ~oint ~o~d) 
~bout a mile fro~ it's t~rmin~tion at ~orth :oint, owned since 
1664 by the Todd fan1ly. (;ri3inally abcut 1700 ::i.cres, 5t '.:l.Cres 
remain s in tr_ e f? -c i , :-~ v-: · · ~ ·3 • : : a.1 n portion o :::· the ho u e e 1 a ,,., ::; v. e 
of Eno.:lish brick remodeled to the Victorian st le in 1867.. T.:e 
woode~ portion includes the kitchen, once serirate bnd l~ter 
att~~hed. The brick portion was ~ade of ~nglish brick usej 
as ballast bv the e~rly sailinc shi~s &nd was prot~blv ma~e 
no later tha~ 1700. l'his house was burnec.i by the .::>ritish ..:tedco· 
in 1814 during the ~attle of ~orth Foint whep the Redcoats foun 
out that Thomas Todd had ridden &head of t~eir ~arch to w~rn 
3-en. Stricker of their ap~roach., and rebuilt in 1816 on t~.e 
reclaimed brick on the old foundation and celler. The family 
lived in the hastily siaed corncrib for the the two years durin 
reconstruction. The house was remodled in 1667 , the roofline 
changed, third ~l~ar attic ro~~s a_ded, DOrches added etc., 
including inclosin; the kitchen breezeway. ihe floorbea~s in 
the cellar are .about 1211 J-cl2 11

• I'ne '.1.ouse fct.ces north and the wid 
south porch overlooks Shallow ~reek andits openin~ into the 
GhesaDe~ke Bav. ~ wide viAW of the Jhesa~eake and tne Fatarsco 
diver.is avai1sb~e fro~ the ~t~ic windows: lhi9 house ig the 
center ~f extensive barns, pheds, cribs, shops etc~ necespary 
in the ~~eration 01· a large veset~bi~ f&r~. ~t the time of 
tYie 1790 census, the Todds owned 27 sli:ives. Tl--ie fay:iily cemater 
cantaine ap~roximat~ly 40-45 3r~ves. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 

0 15th Century 

Abor iginol 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

D{ Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

0 Art 

~Commerce 

0 Communications 

D Conservation 

0 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

Education 

0 Engi.neering 

0 Industry 

0 lnventi on 

0 Land scope 

Architecture 

D Literature 

D Military 

D Music 

0 

~ 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

Politico I 

~ Religion/Phi-

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human-

itarion 

D Theater 

D Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Todd: far~er, gh p 
captaln,r~llglou 
leade!'. 

UA}jt'~N"'Ttf~~1 cr(jffil came uu fro:r Denton, Virginia in 1664, took o t 
grants and purchased la.na from original ~ran~ees. in t.h~ a::1ount f 
1700 acres. In about 1700, a sQuare brick (.i:.n~lisn ~riak which had 
been used as ball~st) house andsepar~te wooden kitchen was buil • 
By 1800 the breezeway to kitchen had been enclosed. oy 1814~ t e 
Todd :plantation known at various times as uOld Road11

, 
11 Industr~ , 

and ·rodd 1 s Inheritance"was c•:-.sldered the leading farm on the eek'~ 
L; J.714, Todd 2.ise~ceC. his house as a Fresbyterian :::ieeting ~;lac 
~:-:;i.l:in._· t>:.i p t~J.e f i:rst Presbyterian groui: in the .oal t Lao re area. 
In 1814, Todd was one of the vedettes who rerorted on the landi g 
of the ~r1t1sh at Korth Point, in Old Road bay. For this, t~e 
Bri ti oh burned his house when t~12y left. about 2 yea.re after t' e 
'.iar :if 1812 ( 1816~.,. slaves salvased :'lost '.)f t:.i.e .:....vi~lish brick 
a1d the housa was rebuilt on 'the-same 'four..dations. Ir .. e house 
was modernized in the Victorian manner in 1867 with attic rooms 
bay windows and porches s.dded. Near the house is the s~ring 
re:i;:uted to have been upied by the .Hedcoats in their m::;.rch u:r 
11 Lonr.< Lo;c Lane" (Old North Point .?toad). fhe familv ::rs.vev~rd wi h 
35-4C sr~ves it:! in :.'1"" rec::i.r y::..rd, ov;;-;rl·-::i-Jking Sh.::lllow Cr~ek. 
Thi9 house has bat:n. cor:t.inousily L.1 ;:,~;.;;: .;.'oa..:... ..;<'~wili sin~e its 
construction, and livea in oy Todds unt.11 the ~920 s. ~he hous 
and !'lUrroundin::£ grounds (Sf- acres) represent one family ownersh p 
since· 1664. 



rtwrn~M!JPlil~§#!J?fifJ~fil¢Atae!t•ff:f1~•$.• ... ••·····<••. <Y ················.··>•····.t···.···· \t ... ,.'····· ·····.·.·.· ....... , .•....... ··;:y W"···· + 
tta.L.L or .t{ecords, -~nnapol1 s, i:ary .Land. 
~altimore County Land ~ecords, Towson, Maryland. 
SanfJrd, JJ':l.n L. "The .Jattle o~· l.orth }oint" 
Swanson, 2:eil 11 50 Stars Over Ft l,·~ciienry". 
: 'uller, Ch':trl;;; s 11 The.D,::>rke~t Day-181411 

~,=arine uTheBritish Invasi·Jn of ::arvland1111 

.:;.iennett, .:!:sther " .Never Prod .-1. Hor~et". 

FMI~ §i~iX#Hl¢);).; PATA. ·.. · .·• · .. · ··. · .• .· .. ······ 
--;--~-~---:~~~...:.,_-,---c~~~ ...... "-'-'"""""""'--'""'-""'-'~'~ 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDIN .. TES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

1~~~-.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--1Rr--~~~~~-~-F~L_E_s_s_T_H---.-AN~T_E_N~A_C_R_E_S~--~~~--+ 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUOE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes SecoRds 

NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 39 .07. 5 76.22.5 
SW 9 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: ~~:i.cres 

Acreage Justification: 

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

Mary:i.and .Cal timore 
STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

.······ 
NAME AND TITLE: 

Hulett Q_. ~aird Putlico. ti one 0:)".~~1 ttea 
ORGANIZATION 

Dundalk-Patapsco Neck Historical Society IDA

1
TE

5 Feb 1973 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

7711 Fairgreen ~1o?d 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

.Jundalk ..:;;alto Jaunty Haryland 21222 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 

Signature 
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Maryland 
Baltimore County 
District XV 

BA-146 
Todd's Inheritance 

Old North Point Road opposite Avenue c. 

1816 

Original house built by Thomas Todd burned by British 

during the Battle of North Point. Rebuilt in 1816 

on old foundation and of old bricks. Gables and 

porches added in 1864. Family burial grounds. 

In Todd family from 1664 to 1916. 

(First HABS Report) 
E. Frances Offutt 
HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

July 29, 1965 
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