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# 420 York Road. 

That Towson had an important commercial center during the Victorian 
era is proven by the many buildings along York Road which exhibit physical 
features of that period. Many of the buildings such as this one at .¥ 420 
were originally designed to have a shop on the first level with a living 
space above. 
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I.I DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

z..ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATEf'aJ 1 '1977 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

420 York Road is a two stor;v· brick buildinp: of common 1Jond m:•tt.ern. C.l.1he roof is 
flat. '11he bardo la:'' out ia rectrmgulo,r. -

The west f'a.cade is 2 bays wide. There is o, 1 stor:y TJrojection also 2 be,ys wide. 
The storefront is on this \'rojection. The roof' of the projection h2,s slightly over­
hanging eaves with t:J, series of dentils below the eaves. 011 the second stor;y there are. 
two 8/8 sash windows. These have Dl<dn trim lmd flo.t c;,~rcher; of wood. Ther·e is e, 
heavy cornice and a.ee-oly overho.nging eaves on the second zitorJr. r_rhe cornice is 
bracketed. Stn::rting at Jche northern end, there is a lcorge heavily carved brc:.cket, 
five small and less orm',te bra.ckets, enother le,rge bra,cket, five more sme,11 brackets, 
nnd <::, fi11;:ol large b:eaoket on the couthern corner. 

lfo.mbeJ? 420 sits flush ;;,Tith the building to the north. Its eaves, however, overheng 
s!!:dghtl;;r i:?,bove this neighbo:ring building's roof. On the south side, the building 
faces what used to be an a,,lley. 1l1his h2.:::: since been enclosed. There we,s o, door into 
this enclocecl alle~;, but it ha,;:: since l)een blockec1 in. The enclosure is 1 stor:v ta,11, 
le1:.wing the second stor·y se19ore,te from the neighboring buildinc. 

•_rhe cornice a.nd eeNeri of both the l)rojection and of the ma.in block continue 
slightl,y e:round on to the south fe,c2de. The dentilri continue on the low·or cornice, 
e.nd the :::'>econd stor~' cornice is decorated with t1:-o large bre,ckets on either ;:;1iCte 
of a sme.11 bracket. La·teral tension rods with S-b:rackets are noticeable on this fc- \e. 

On tg'e second sto:c;y of' thie southex·n face.do the:ce is a 6/6 sa.sh window e,no. e 
doo:c 9 :reached by r>.n exterior st£drce.se. At the ton of the ste,iI'S if:•, p, landing, 
px·oteoted by e, shed roof. Next to thir:1 le,nding exe t·wo exterior chim:neys. 

A cinde:r block r,i::cojection, 3 bajrs deep and 1 s·tor·y high, -yrojeuts r;outh f'rom 
the ma:i.n block. The enclosed alle,y end;::. e.t the •Joint the projection begins. Windows 
of the projection h<:we beon blocked in. 

On the -east facade, there is a door on the northern ena. of the nrojection. 
Windows here have c,lso been blocked in. On the second story there is c 6·/6 sn.sh 
wina.ow e,nd a door. 

Interior 
The basement is e, full basement but with c:, much lower ceiling than most 

encountered in Towrc;on. There is a crei,wl i::rpr,::1,ce "U!lder the cinder block addition. 
At the western end of' the be,r1 ement, walking e,rea is limited to G, walkwi:::;y a bout 3 
feet across fla,nked on either side by brick :platforms which sh~nd e,bout 2 feet high. 
'l'he foundations e,re of uncoursed stone. '.l1imbers fd; the northern end appe2~I' to hB .. ve 
been th::cough e, fire. There is evia.E:>nce of windows i11 the souther:i.'l. wall and in en 
interior pe,rtition e,'bout in the center of' the house. This ·winclm·r is now bisected 
by e.nother interior ·we.11. 

Virtually no origine .. 1 materia.1 remains on the first story. _.\.n antique I'e,dj.ator 
with a, pressed f'lo:ra.1 }:Je.ttern sits in the hgllwa;y. 1!1here is evidence of a transom 
over the door -which ha.s since been blocked in. 

Mpre original materie,l hes rem2,ined on the second story. The hall ancl be,th1•oom 
are p.omeled with-tongue and gToove boards. i\'iost doors e,re 4'.""'p2,nel doors and severe,l 
ha .. ve knobs lti th a pressed. floi•e,l -pe,tte:rn. Door1rn.~rs ho,ve sirrrnle mouldings. ~:'he dom· · · 
to the closet ho,s '" door with four :i:·aised ';)tmels. '.L'he:re is no evidence, but 
suecule,tion sugeests that i'::n interior strdr1rn',;7 may hr:we been housed in whe.t is now 
the cup'boa.rd.. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Jil SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1soo:1a99 

:Z:.1900-' 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURI; 

x...ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

S~ECIFICDATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHI LO SOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

GA-f Lf<o I 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

420 Jerk Road is sie,J.1ificant for both its 2,xohi tectural detailing and for its 
documentiJ:tion of' another e:r:·e in Towson 1 s history. r.rhis building is o:c,lso re-;;resonto,ti ve 
of the conr-Jtructive reuse of an older build.inc;. 

'l'he second story is <?. typic2,1 e:xc.1mJle of a Victorian commercial buila.ing. The 
flat roof, cornice e.nd bre.ckets f'.re t"'.ll charc1,cteristic of this t;yne of building. 'fhe 
stor·efront on the first stor;:r a-ri;)ef',rs to be less mo<1ern tlrn.n others in the block .. 
The use of the dentils on this front is a. continuation of a cornice desig11 begun 
during the Greek H evi ve,l and that remained po~u.l2,r throughout the 19th centu:r;;r. 

This building, along with other buildings on tho block, are visue,l documents of 
-*-'l'.'le -oni:'.t streetP.cEoe of Townon. It helDG to make cle&,I' the c.poeara.nce of the downto1m 

tsinei::1s dhJtrict at the turn of the century. In this ·wrw: nuI:1bc:r 420 is 2, 1'.>iece of 
living histo1·y -- indiceti ve of the pact v.nd a pc:c.rt of the ·r)I'CDent. 

1l1he front facD.dE: of the building has. been he,ndlect nern;;i ti vely with a view to 
conserving rmd making use of the old mc:teris.ls. The j1J.xte;9osi tion of the old and the 
new is not incone;-.cuous -- rathh:r, conmlemente.r.;r. The continued use of this building 
e.nd its mRin fECccde is a fine examnle of the a.rchi tectu:cal com;n:i.ti bili t~r of the olcl 
end the new~ ·when cv.1~e:f::'ull;'.r dcsigJ.'1.ed, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Various land records (see title nee,:rch) 

CONTINUE ON SEJ.'AAATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

nA , 11 6 - "1\D 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Druscillr, }:\full. 
ORGANIZATION 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

WAYNE t:. NIELD, 11 
HISTORIC IOWSQN~. INCt 

Eistoric ~l'owson/Goucher College 
STREET & NUMBER 

Dulc1'ley Va.,lley :Hoad 
CITY OR TOWN 

Tm.rs on 

DATE 

1/26/78 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Mea:-yland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{ 301) 267-14 38 

) 

PS• 1108 



11.'ITLE S:EAR6R 

Present 01mer. A. J. ~fo,yne Jackson 

:Bought ;Jro:1e1~ty from Thome,;:; W. Offutt, Jr. by deed dated June 
11, 1936. 

II.. 'l'homas W. Off'utt ~ Jr. 

In..'l:teri tecl. }'.J:r•o1Je:i:'ty from Thomgf:: W. Offutt, Sr. 

III. ':L1hom1HJ. W. Off'utt, Sr .. 

Bought prooerty frow Noah E. Offutt~ attorney :for Willie..m I,ee 
by deed dated jul;v 15 ~ 1913. 

LIBFIB /FOLI 0 

(LR 975/294) 

(WR 21/283) 

( TU 111 .lt /?.dl) 
JJJ.l ""'r-~' ~J ' ...... 

IV. Willieom A. Lee (MH. 324/501) 

Received r:1ortgl1ge on pro:Jerty from Sa..muel Collings, Jr. by 
mortr,rage o.ated September 4; 1909. 

V. Samuel Collings, Jr. 

Bought p2·01Jcrty from C. Harris Collings by deed dated 
November 17, 1902. 

VI. C. Harris Collings 

-Inherited 1Jro·'Jerty from Samuel Collings Sr. 

VII. Samuel Collings 9 Sr. 

Bought p:ro~Jerty :from John Rutter by deed de:"ted A;,1ril 1, 1869 

(LR 265/ 323) 

(LR 62/i69) 
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