‘BA- 144,

# 420 York Road.

That Towson had an importsnt commercial center during the Victorian
era is proven by the many buildings along York Road which exhibit physical
features of that period. Many of the buildings such as this one at # 120
were originally designed to have a shop on the first level with a2 living
space above.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

420 York Road is a two story brick building of common bond patiern. The roof is
flat. The basic lavout is rectangular. —
The west facade ie 2 bays wide. There is o 1 story vrojection 2lso 2 beays wide.
The storefront is on this vrojection. The roof of the projection hes slightly over—
hanging eaves with & series of dentils below the eaves. On the second story there are-
two 8f8 gash windows,. These have plein trim and flot asrches of wood. There is a
heavy cornice and deeply overhanging eaves on the second sitory. The cornice is
bracketed. Starting at the northern end, there is a large heavily cerved bracket, -
five small and less ornate brackets, enother lasrge bracket, five more small brackets,
and 2 finzl large bracket on the gouthern corner.
Humber 420 sits flush with the building to the north. Its eaves, however, overheng
shightly ebove this neighboring bullding's roof. On the south side, the building
‘aces what used to be an allsy. This hos since been enclosed, There was a door into
thie enclored alley, but it has since been blocked in., The enclosure is 1 story tell,
leaving the second story severate from the neighboring building. Lo
The cornice and eaves of both the vrojection and of the main block coniinue
slightly around on to the south facade. The dentile continue on the lower cornice,
and the second gtory corunice is decorated with two large brackets on either gide
of a smell bracket. Lateral tension rods with S-brackets are noticeable on this fo  ‘le.
On the second story of this southern fecade there is a 6/6 sash window ond o
loor, reached by an exterior stsircese. At the top of the steirs is & landing,
protected by a shed roof, Next to this landing sre two exterior chimneyse.
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4 cinder block projection, 3 bays desp and 1 story high, projegts south from
the main block. The bnelosed alley ends at the noint the projection begins. Windows
of the projection heve been blocked in.
Un the east facade, there is 2 door on the northern end of the projec .
Windows here have algo been blocked in. On the second dtory there is & 656 sagh
window snd a door.

Interior ]

The basement is a Pull basement but with = much lower ceiling then mosi
encountered in Towson. There is o crawl svace under the cinder block addition.

At the western end of the basement, walking eres is limited to a walkway about 3 .
feet across flanked on either side by brick platforms vwhich stand sbout 2 feet high.
The foundations sre of uncoursed sitone. Timbers &t the northern end appesr to have
been through & fire. There ig evidence of windows in the southern wall and in an
interior vartition about in the center of ithe house. Thig window ig now bisected

by another interior wall.

Virtuelly no originel meterisl remains on the first story. in antique radiator
with a vressed florzl nattern sits in the hellwsy. There is evidence of a transom
over the door which hag since been blocked in. v

Hpre original materisl has remeined on the second story. The hall and bathrocom
are paneled with- tongue and groove boards,. Most doors ere 4-penel doors and several
hove knobs with & pressed floral pattern. Doorways have simole mouldings. The dooy
to the eclosget has & door with four raised panels. There is no ewidence, but
sveculation suggests that an interior stsirwsy mey heve been housed in whet is now
the ctibboard.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

420 York Road is significent for both its architectursl detailing snd for
documentation of snother ers in Towson's history. This building is slso repres
of the constructive reuse of an older bullding.

The second story is 2 typical exemole of & Victorian commercial building. The
flat roof, cornice end brackets are all characteristic of this tyve of building, The
storefront on the flls story anvears to be less modern than others in the blocke
The vse of the dentile on this front is a continuation of & cornice design begun
during the Greek RGVlel and that remained ponular throughout the 19th century.

This building, along with other bulildings on the block, are visual documents of
,ihe nwmt gtreetscane of PTowson., It helvs to make cleasr the epvearance of the dowmtown
gtrict at the turn of the century. In this wey., number 420 is & piece of
Ty =~ indicative of the vpest and a part of the present.

Front focade of the building has been handled sensitively with a view %o
and making use of the old materisls. The Juxtaposition of ithe old and the
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is incongrunous - rathbr, complementary. The continued use of this building
2nd its n facade is & fine example of the architectursl compatibility of the old
and the new, when ce:@¢u11” designed,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Towson Heryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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