# 11-13 E. CHESAPEAKE AVE.

Several factors make this building a significant one:

That Towson's history is largely that of a rural commercial center
is 2 well known fa€t and the buildings which document tradition are among
the town's more important structures. This building dates from that period
when Towson was rural in chsracter.

The plan of the building certainly speaks of a2 bygone lifestyle that
was quite common and it is that of street level shops with residences above.

Towson had many such structures in the 19th century and early 20th century.

The survey indicates that duplexes were an important type of housing in
this town and # 11-13 E. Chesapeake is one of them.

Last, but certainly not least, the design of the building places it
within the Victorian era. Because of the prominent position # 11-13 occupies
in a row of early buildings and given the potential for revitilization
in the Delaware Ave.-Bast Chesapeake neighborhood that fact should not be
ignored.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

# 11-13 East Chesapeake Ave. does not appear on the 1915 Bromley,
however, it has strong Victorian qualities. Chief among these is the
fenestration which includes store-front windows on the first level and
2/2 sssh with louvered shutters elsewhere.

This building is a frame and clapboard structure two sbories in
height and it rests in a low brick foundation. It is a duplex with a
longitudinal plan being a total of four bays in-width and three long~
bays deep. The roof is flat and stepped in the sides to suggest parapets.

The street fecade is the strongest and it faces South. One can
see from looking mt it that the building was designed to5 accomodate two
shops downstairs esch having living spaces above. Each side of the
first story features a large polygonzl display window that consists of
large panes of glass with shmaller transoms above. Wooden inset panels
complete the transition between the windows and ground (30"-36"), A4 \
recessed area between the two display windows forms s portico containing
four doors. The geiling of this area is finished with tongue-and-groove.
Each of the two outer doors lesds into a3 shop while the two inner doors
give access to the seperate steirways of the apartments above. All of
these doors have transoms. ] .

Four evenly spaced 2/2 sash windows vent the area above the shop
front and the facade terminates with a plain cornice which projects
nearly a foot from the wsll.

The two sides (East and West) are identical in that they are divided
into three equal bays each being vented by 2/2 sash windows in both stories.
Hach bay_is further defined by a "step" in the cornice line. A4n interior
flue chimney occupies the northeast corner of the building and pre-
sumably the northwest corner as well (access not gained).

An alley borders the property on the East. From it one can see that
the north facade has an altered two story porch which provided each of
the apartments with a2 gallery. The porches are supported by thin square
columns =nd have a picket fence for a bannister.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Several factors make tbis bullding a significsnt one:

That Towson's history is largely that of a rursl commercial center
is a well known fact and the buildings which document tradition are among
the town's more important structures. This building dates from that
period when Towson was rural in character. '

The plan of the bullding certainly speaxs of a bygone lifestyle
that was quite common and it is that of strest level shops with residences
above, Towson had many such structures in the 19th century and early
20th century.

The survey indicates that duplexes were an important type of housing
in this town and # 11-13 E. Chesapeake is one of them. '

Last, but certainly not least, the design of the building places it
within the Victorian era. Because of the prominent position # 11-13
occupies in a row of early buildings and given the potential for revitili-
zation in the Delaware Ave-Bast Chesapeake neighborhood thst fact should
not be ignored.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attachment

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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