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J. H. SCHARF PROPERTY

It is believed that part of this building was built in the third quarter
of the 19th century but was then altered early in this century to form its
present L-shape. The structure has been further altered for commercial use in
modern times; however, the frame and clapboard exterior still exhibits certain
Victorian qualities. Among these are a swell front and gingerbread in the
west gable.

Along with several of its neighbors, this building plays a great role in
maintaining Delaware Avenue as one of the last streets in the heart of Towson
with a 19th century aovpearance.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 1877 Hopkins atlas shows two long rectangular buildings on the parcel

of ground adjoining the Parsonage on the south, and they are listed as
belonging to J. H. Scharf. The same information appears on Bromley's atlas
of 1898 where they are color-coded for frame construction. In Bromley's

1915 atlas, however, the parcel has been subdivided and the present L-shaped -
building appears next to the Parsonage.

The present structure has been modified in modern times by an addition

which extends it to the east almost 20 feet and its large porch was enclosed
achieving greater interior space. The original structure measured 43 feet
on its north side and 27 feet on its east side. The indentation of the
L-shape contained the porch which was 22 feet long and  feet wide.

The house is a full two stories and is of frame construction resting on
& stone foundation. 'The cellar has been altered to be a full basement

under the entire building; however, the original appears tc have a half
cellar that had 6~-foot stone walls but was only 10 x 12 feet in length

and width. It appears to have been entered by an exterior entrance on

the east side.

The commercial use to which the building has been put in modern times

has necessitated many alterations; however, the exterior still contains
much evidence of the original Victorian appearance. The west gable still
contains gingerbread scrollwork in the eaves and the attic is Yighted by
an arched window. The Victorian concern for light is in evidence by the
swell-front or two-story bay window that once lighted tne south rooms, in
the east wing. It is bisected by the roof of the porch. These windows

are closed in today and the other windows have been altered, but it is
supposed that they may have been the tall 2/2 variety common to the period.

Examination of the interior revealed little except for vertically-sawn
joists and rafters, and the use of cut nails. Cut nails were also observed
in the clapboards on the exterior of the south facade.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Atbachment
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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TITLE SEARCH for J. H. SCHARF HOUSE

Liber 4672, Folio 110 September 12, 1966
Grantor: Bernold Realty Co., Inc.
Grantee: Towson Blue Print and Engineering Supply Co., Inc.

"Beginning...east side of Delaware Ave. 75' northerly from the
northeast corner or intersection of Delaware Ave. and Chesapeake
Ave....East 143.6'...West 55'...West 143.6'...beginning...known as
# L06-L0O8B Delaware Ave."

Liber L568, Folio 49 January 5, 1966
Grantor: John I Frank & wife
Grantee: Bernold Realty Co., Inc.

Liber 2726, Folio 287 June 28, 1955
Grantor: H. Courtenay, Trustee of estate of Daniel Lee
Grantee: James C. L. Anderson et. al.

CHAIN A

Liber 1020, Folio 315 December 22, 1937
Grantor: Elder J. Frank
Grantee: John Frank

"Beginning...25' Northerly...Bast along Delaware Ave. 30'...
East 143.6'...West 30'...West 30'...143.6'...beginning."

Liber 98, Folio 380
Grentorl, William W. Frank, widower
Grantee: Elder J. Frank

CHAIN B

Liber 659, Folio 300 August 31, 1928
Grantor: Elder J. Frank ’
Grantee: Isabell M. Frank

"Beginning...75' northerly...East along eastside Delaware Ave. 25'...
Bast 143.6'...West 25'...West 143.6'...beginning."
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CHAIN A

Iiber 510, Folio 31l May 17, 1919
Grantor: Robert S. Francis et. al.
Grantee: William W. Frank

Richard Francis Jjoins Robert to execute this deed to apportion
the original rent on the whole lot because a conflict existed in the
first line of the déscription in deed dated April 7, 1908 WPC 325/549.

Olive P. Hackell to Robert & Marie Francis.

The agreement is that the original rent of $33. per year on the
whole lot be apportioned as follows Lot being now conveyed by Robert
Francis to William Frank be $18. and the lot zbout to be conveyed by
Richard Francis to Elder Frank be $15.

Liber 325, Folio 549 April 7, 1908
Grantor: Richard C. Francis
Grantee: Robert S. Francis

Liber 249, Folio 15 November 26, 1900
Grantor: John M. Scharf
Grantee: Richard C. Frauncis

subject to $33 rent/year and $1,200 mortgage to William S. Keech, Trustee

Liber 78, Folio L60O December 28, 1872
Gr sntor: Thomas Burns et. al.
Grantee: John M. Scharf

Thomas & Benjamin Burns agreed to sell the lot to Francis Corkran
who since agreed to sell it to John Scharf and they all bargained and
agreed to sell it to Scharf seme as lot in deed EHA 67/465 August 25, 1870

Liber 7L, Folio 104 August 5, 1871
Grantors Edwerd Burns
Grantee: Thomas Burns et. al.

Transfer title to Thomas and Benjamin Burns
Liber 67, Folio 465 August 25, 1870
Grantor: Thomas & Emily Baldwin
Grantee: Thomas Burns et. al.

Yearly rent $33., 99 year term.




Scharff Family

John H. Scherff -~ farmer

GA-1H1%

Personal OQOther

" Estate

—
1370 Census Data
Dwelling house #323, family #322
Name of evéryone Ltge Sex Color vOccupation Reél
living in nouse Estate

Scharif, Jomn =. 55 M W farmer
Margsret L9 F W .keeping house
Mary E; . 2k F W at home
John H. 23 M W farmer
Thomas P.. LM %

Wilson, Eliza 35 F B domestic servant.
Alfred 10 M B domesti& séfﬁént_
Lucy ‘ 2 ¥ B

P )

cHenry, Francis 11 M W

male citizen
in U.3. ow 21

male citizen
of U.5. over2i

pg. 479 in The State Gazetteand Merchants

and Farmers Directory for Md. and District of Columbia, published
by Sadler, Drysdale and Purnell in Balt. in 1871. ' .

The Scharff Family resided at L4L06-408 Delaware Ave. according to the
map of Towsontown in Eopkins atlas of 1877




wr v d Syl para g0l = nag ]
S PRt 11 e 1 1 b2 A

T Rea R
e '1‘-'.“.5‘-3‘"".":#" 3
! R L

GA- 1472

e e )

SCALE (" 200

{7

BALIWGRE COMTYw S AVENTAL S€ET  TOR




BA - /YDR

L e -

- —

e e

TOWSONTOWN.
Real Estate Agonmt.

BALTIMORE

WASHINGTON

};'mg,s}nrdfef

.uw—_\:‘.l_la “

R

AVE.

Ware Heirrs

«inch.

&

200. Feet

&ldl'

438 bt

hiAAMAARS

4,1

VIARGINIA

B Wrs

Griffin|

mu\::aq_ m”_

flan! lLee

ullul
T e

Ca« |

Yan! fiee [

—_—

wol =)

JEFFEASON

|

T

eronding todit of Gnprese i theyeus w77 by €N

o
e
—

\

innsn the Wice of the L. ibeverian o Comyreas u?.







BA- 1472

J.H. Scwanr
SW. cosVER_

W.Nieen
Spa. 7%







84 - 19722

JH. Senane
£.

W.N)e el
Sea- 2%




