
# 205 BOSLEY AVE. 

The widening of Bosley Ave. left the east side of the street nearly 
stripped of historic value. One of the exceptions, however, is this house 
which has been altered and adapted into offices. It is a part of a group 
of houses, however, which regardless Qf style and plan are all early 20th 
century members of the ttshingle style." The building may be seen as the 
westernmost member of that group seperating the neighborhood from the six 
lane highway that Bosley Ave. has become. 

There is much to be said for the interior details of the house 
which includes a finished attic that can only be described as rttotally 
d~signed. u This pleasant ro~m is completely finished in natural wood 
paneling and contains built-in cabinets, seats and a bed made of the same 
wood. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Only a few residential structures still exist on the east side of 
Bosley Ave. and this is one of them. This building is now being used 
for commercial purposes. 

A brick facade and alterations conceal the fact that this is a 
frame structure covered with wooden shingles. The 2~ story, longi­
tudinally planned building rests on a high foundation and has a gable­
end roof. It is two bays wide and the equivolent of four bays deep with 
an additional one bay wing projecting to the east and ex,tending the 
north facade. 

This building shares manj features of those in the bungalows on the 
100 block of Susquihanna Ave. The~e include the rock-face formstone 
foundation, brown wooden shingles, a projecting bay window and 6/\t 
sash windows. There is also a penetration of the deep eaves by an exterior 
chimney on the south facade. 

The main facade, facing west, has been greatly altered by a brick 
facing. The upper story has windows in either bay~ while the lower 
story has a 24 light window in the northern bay and an entrance in the 
southern bay. 

The south facade displays an irregular fenestration in·'.the place­
ment, size and type of window. In the westernmost bay exists a 6/l sash 
up and down. A window of the same type is centrally located between 
the first and second level in the second bay. The clii.mley penetrates 
the overhanging eaves slightly off center to the east of the ridge. 
A double four light casement window is just east of this chimney. There 
are also small cellar windows. 

A two story single bay wing projects from the east facade in the 
northernmost bay, and appears to be original due to the foundation and 
materials. A single story shed roofed wing projects from it to the south. 

The north facade extends the total five bays and contains an exterior 
chimney in the west bay. The eas.tern.'T!ost bay of the second story contains 
three 6/1 sash windows, and there is one 6/1 sash in the central and 
easternmost bays of the first story. 

The lay out or the interior is based on the shot gun plan of room 
placement with one long (transverse) room in front (West) which connects 
to the dining area by a double door 61 high (Middle), and a kitchen, 
pantry and bath in beck (East). The west room contains a brick wood­
burning fireplace which may not be original. Cabinets have been built 
on either side. There is a kitty-cornered closet in the southwest 
near the main entrance door. 

A d,og-leg stair runs along the southwest wall and leads to the second 
story which contains three bedroo~s and one bathroom in the main block 
and one bedroom in the east winfi,. 

The attic is a ~ story with knee walls and trapezoidal cei)-tng 
It contains a hall with a closet and one fuJ1 bedrooijl. This westerly 
located room is, mti.que' ifl- that: it has·' tm.ilt.;.;,.:tn nstural wood 9.abinets 
with solid or glass doors,occupying the entire space of the knee walls 
and a built-in single bed and window seat, and a sink. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



'I'he full basement which has block walls is also interesting because 
of the northeast corner being occupied by two full storage lockers with 
built-in shelves.enclosed by tongue-and-groove panel. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The widening of Bosley Ave. left the east side of the street 
nearly stripped of historic value. One of the exceptions, however, 
is tnis house which has been altered and adapted into offices. It 
is a parto£~group of houses, however, which regardless of style 
and plan are all early 20th century members of the "shingle style.u 
The building may be seen as the westernmost member of that group 
seperating the neighborhood from the six lane highway that Bof$1~ 
Ave. has become. 

There is much to be said for the interior details of the house 
which includes a finished attic that can only be de::::cribed as 
"totally designed.n This pleasant room is completely finished in 
natural wood paneling and contains built-in cabinets, seats and a 
bed made of the same wood. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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WAVNt. L. NIELD, 11 
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STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{ 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



TITLE SEARCH for # 205 BOSLEY AVE. 

Liber 4842, Folio 058 January 15, 1968 
Condemnation Case # 1409 
Baltimore County, Md. vs. Bianche M. Ensor, widow 

"Beginning ••• East side of Baltimore Ave. at a distance 200 1 South­
easterly from so~th side of Susquehanna Ave ••• Northeasterly 10~1 ••• 

1001 to •• beginning being lots No. 11 and 18 on the plat of land of 
Franklin J. Morton.tt Plat RW 65-193-1 

Liber 3703, Folio 309 May 17, 1960 
Grantor: Lillian A. Kelly, 
Grantee: Blanche M. Ensor 

Liber 3703, Folio 309 May 17, 1960 
Grantor: Blanche M. Ensor 
Grantee: Lillian A. Kelly 

Liber 604, Folio 518 December 10, 1924 
Grantor: Leopold Ecker et. al. 
Grantee: Carvil L. Ensor & B. M. Ensor, wife 

Acquired from two deeds viz~ 

Liber 542, Folio 61 June 6, 1921 
Grantor: Millard A. Randall & wife 
Grantee: Leopold Ecker & wife 

AND 

Liber 545, Folio 81 September 1, 1921 
Gran tor= ~1artin F. Sloan 
Grantee: Leopold Ecker & wife 

" ••• East side Baltimore Ave 263 16" Southerly from south side of 
Susquehanna Ave ••• 219' to West side of Courtland Ave ••• 36 1 611 ••• 219 1 

to East side of Baltimore .Ave ••• 36 16 11 ••• " 

Liber ~91, Folio 511 February 5, 1918 
Grantor: Elmer R. Haile & wife 
Grantee: Martin F. Sloan 

M. F. Sloan as late as 1920 is paying on 219 1 x 50' lot, recorded 
in the 1918 Tax Assessment Records. 
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