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BA-152 
HARRISONVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL , SCHOOL 9 • DISTRICT 2 
Randallstcwn 
Public (restricted access) 

1877-79 

The present police barrack was adapted fran a stone public school built 
on a lot acquired in 1878. It was an attempt on the part of the Baltirrore 
County School Corrrnissioners to get <May fran strictly functional buildinos. 
l>rchitect was Frank E. Davis and contractor was John 0. Cod.lino, as deduced 
fra:l the minute books of the ccmnissioners. The buildina is cn.iciforrn. 
wi t.'1 a got.1-iic arch on the east end which frames the central windcws. The 
school was sold off to a private citizen in 1927 and in 1932. it was our
chased by the CM! to use as a police station~ at that time. a nurr.ber of 
donrers were added to provide sleeoing cruarters and other changes were 
made. In 1979, the structure was found to be within the take-lines of 
a project to widen Liberty !bad. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

Harri sanvi J J e P\lblic Scbool. School 9 , District 2 
ANO/OR COMMON 

BWQallst:,a.m Police Barracks 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

NW corner, Liberty :Road arrl Deer Park :Road 
CITY. rowN 

FaOOallstam _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

ManrLmi 

DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT ~PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
...XSUILOINGIS) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

__ BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_j\jQ 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
~IAMF land ( ._..._~ 1 } Sta':e ;)f Mary M::>t:or Vt::iu..C es 
STREET & NUMBER 

6601 Ritchie Higl'May 
:.;F -:-ow'll 
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0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

R;:G,STRY CF DE~;:';S,E'rC County Courts Building 

401 Bosley Avenue 
C'TY. •OWN 

Tavson 

0REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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Baltinore County Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

6th 
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Baltim::>re 
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Maryland 21204 
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SURVEY RECORDS Marylan:l. Historical Trust.- 21 State Circle 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Marylarrl 21401 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

::lLGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

K.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE, __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The fonrer Harrisonville schoolhouse is a small sturdy building in crucifonn layout. 
built of granite ashlar, with slate roofing and a nurrber of donners added to adapt 
it to later uses. The entrance facade is the end of the building facing east. 
Entrance is by doors on either side of this facade. but located in the b-1o shorter 
wings. 

St.tle is functional or vernacular, but the architect all<:Med hi.n'Self one touch of 
Gothic in the nain facade, where a pair of sash windCMS is frarred in a ve.ry heavy 
pointed stone arch that projects out f ran the building and cantilevers to support 
a small section of nx>fing. The gable ends of the main facade and of the south wing 
are filled in with clapboard. On the main facade, the clapOOarding forms a back
gmurxl for the arched windav and its small gable roof. 

In this century, the original space was expanded by adding a nurrber of do:rners~ 
there is a long shed-roofed donrer on the oorth side and three gable-roofed darners 

on the south side. Side walls of the do:rners are sheathed in slate. The scho:::>l 
was built with 6-over-6 double-hung sash wima-15 along the sides. but with taller 
and narrc:Mer wimc:ws on the nain facade. Sare window openings have been filled in: 
the south wing of the cross has been fitted with very small windc:Ms and is apparently 
a lavatory. 

This police station stands just west of a ccmtDnplace ~ping center but was only 
a few years ago in an isolated and rural setting. The station is on a triangle of 
land and the gmurxls east of the building are neatly kept in grass. There are good 
quality suburban houses on the southside of Libert}" !bad opposite. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

'REHfSTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _R;:,;G1QN 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1 599 -.AGRICULTUR~ -ECONOMiCS _LITERATURE _SCUL"TURE 

_1600-169$ -XA.RCHITECTURE -1.touCATION _MIL:TARY -SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _Mu SIC _:HEATER 

~OO-i899 _COMMERCE -EXPLORAT10N/SETTLEMENT _PH 1 c.OSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900 _COMMUN:CATIONS _INDUSTRY X.FOUT:cs GOVERNMEr~T - OTHER :SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1878-79 BUILDER/ARCHITECT F'rank E. Davis, A. I. A. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The present police barrack is an adapted schoolhouse and its construction represented 
an attarpt on the part of the Board of School Crnmissioners to plan sctxx:>ls with 
custanized designs, breaking <:May fran the stereotyped schoolhouse plans adooted 
only 18 years before. 

The Ccmnissioners' annual report for the year 1878 stated~ 

To Mary J. Phillips $230 for three fourths of an acre at the inter
section of Deer .!?ark Road and the Liberty Turnpike. A contract is 
in perfection for the erection of a stone house on this lot to take 
the place of the one r£M rented for Scl'xx:>l 9, District 2. (1) 

Land records s~ that the lot was a<X1Uired on July 16, 1878. (2) The board's 
·Linutes book reveals that the decision had been made at their meeting of July 9 : 

On rrotion it was ordered that the Board lease from Mary J. J?hillips 
a lot of ground containing about three fourths of an acre for the use of School 
9, District 2, that the sum to be paid for said lot shall be two hurrlred and 
fifty dollars. and the ground rent ore cent. and that said lot shall be 
restricted to and for the use of School purposes only and for white children 
and that Thos. G. Ruttledge be appJinted Attorney' in fact to ac.knc~lledge the 
Lease. (3) 

Every school had a m.nnber within its election district - and this one was School 9, 
District 2. Any school's progress can be followed through the minutes book by the 
nurrbers versus bills subui tted for Sel'.Vices. All the scl'xx:>ls of this pericxi were 
designed by Frank E. Davis, arrl he was paid $56 for the design of a stone school 
at a rreeting of 1879. 'Ihe only contractor mentioned in connection with School 9, 
District 2, is John Q. Codling. (4) Davis, admitted to the A.I.A. in 1870, 
was the desiqner of the QJd FellGIS F·all at Saratoga and cathedral Streets. 
Baltirrore (1891) · as a rrember of Davis & Davis, he was co-designer of the Fifth Reg:iJrent 
Amory. 

And in 1885. the Board looked back on a pericxi of active school construction, reporting: 

During the past decade much rrore has been expended on sctxx:>l houses. 
Substantial brick or stone buildings r£M replace the old tine frame shells 
which were as a rule miserably located and built. These houses need only 
to be ::;een to be kncwn forever thereafter. They are all fashioned after 
the sane plan. if such it may be called, arrl a vestibule 4 by 6 feet 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (continued) 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Annual rep::>rts of Board of School Ccxrrnissioners and minute books~ 
in Superinterrlent's safe, Board of F.ducation, GreerMOC:Xl, 6901 N. Charles 
Street. TcMson, Maryland 21204. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
0.72 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

See Map 66 Parcel .1?158. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning on center line of Liberty !bad: 
a. N21W 21 perches on Deer Park !bad 
b. S53W 11.1 perches to CL of Liberty R:>ad 
c. S53-3/4E 21 perches along Liberty Road. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COU~F'f BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

None 
STATE 

None 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAM!:' TITLE 

COU~HY 

None 
COUNTf 

None 

John w. McGrain, Historic Preservation Officer 
ORGA"-IZATION 

Baltim:>re County Office of Planning and Zoning 
DA7E 

Cktober 1979 
-------

STREET 8. NUMBER TELEPHOll.E 

401 Bosley Avenue 494-3495 
Ci TY OR TIJ\ly 'I STATE 

TcMson Marj'land 21204 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was offici.a:Lly created 
by an Ji.ct of the Maryland Legislature, to be fo'...l.nc< in the 
A.'1notated Code of !1aryland, Article 41, Secti_on 131 KA, 
19 7 4 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 
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HARRISCNVILLE .t?UBLIC SCHOOL 

:for an entrance is, the only tiring to relieve them fran being 
mistaken for a barn or stable. In this age ot progress the schools 
should be in the van. School houses should be substantial, ornamental 
and mmolious ~ they should be located on the nost central and 
desirable sites to be found in their respective neighborhoods~ the 
play grounds attached should be a.rrple and should be separated for 
the two sexes, so as to make than entirely private; they should be 
supplied with canfortable furniture and be prq::: ventilated, 
heated, and lighted! in fact a good school house, to be attractive, 
should have all the cxnforts and conveniences of a good house. (10) 

Every school had a trio of local trustees, and at No. 9, District 2, they were 
Thara.s C. Worthington, Thanas Handley, and William Griffin. Tables in annual 
reports list teachers at all the 152 schools, and first shown at No. 9 was 
Ellen Turner. who had 37 pupils "on roll" for the fall term. (11) The 1881 
re_port shewed Ellen T. Chapnan (presumably Ms. Turner after marriage) and 
George Harrison. (12) In the opening year the school ran up the follcwing 
expenses: 

Teacher's Salary 
Fuel 
Rent 
F·urni ture, black boards, stoves 
Cost of books 

$530.80/annum 
26.75 
60.00 

150.99 
57.25 (13) 

The age was indeed a rrodern one, for in 1873, the board had reported: 

There has been but one change in our l:::xJoklist during the year-
the substitution of the ''NaN American Readers" for "r-cGuf feys" 
series. (14) 

F.ach annual report carried a sample school exam, filled with words to spell: 
scientific te.:rns and Greek personalities; staggering algebra problems riddled 
with radical signs and parentheses; and a quiz on "philosphy" including the 
questions, "What is matter," and "W'aat is the hydrostatic process?" Probably 
no American school administrator of 1979 could answer such a barrage of stmpers. 

In 1916. the school system was reorganized and the cx:mnissioners conveyed all 
their accumulated property to the Board of Education. With the arrival of 
autcrrobiles and busses, the scattered local schools began to }"ield to the 
"consolidated" school. and in 1927, Harrisonville School was closed and the 
board sold it to a local resident, Eleanor .t?. Isaac, who served as a straw
party to convey to Eleanor .t? . .t?assano. (15} Ms • .t?assano held the property 
for five years and in 1932 sold to the State of Maryland. Department of M:>tor 
Vehicles. (16) The building became a barrack and local station of the Maryland 
State J?olice and still serves that function. Various surveys for changes to 
Liberty Road have caused concern as to the fate of this building, once the 
high-priced, nonurrental school of Baltirrore County's capable and ambitious 
school managers. 
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HARRISCNVILIE J?UBLIC SCHOOL 

NC1.IBS: 

2. B.C. Deeds, JB 108:60 

3. Proceedings of the Board of School Ccmnissioners of Baltinore 
County, July 9, 1878. 

4. Proceedings of the Board, Novanber 20, I:JecetiJer 15,1879. 

5. .t>roceedings, July 1879. 

6. Prcx::!eedings, NOV'€!!Der 20, 1879. 

7. ~~-~~-!:12.~_ Boarq ... 1879 (Towson town) , 1880, p. 6. 

8. ~~ . . . !.~?-~· p • 25. 

9. ~po~ 1877. 

10. l_3_etx2_~ 1885 (Tc:Msontown, 1885), p. 5. ---·-
11. ~~~ 1879. p. 27. 

12. ~~~ 1881 (Tc:Msontown, 1882) . p. 26. 

13. ~po~ 1879, p. 41. 

14. ~~Ij: . . . 1873 (Towson town, 1873). p • 10. 

15. B.C. Deeds, WHM 653:18, 19. 

16. B.C. Deeds, CWB JR. 900:89. 
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UNAME 
HISTORIC HARRISONVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL( School 9, District 2 

AND/OR COMMON 

RANDALLSTOWN POLICE BARRACKS 

fJLOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER NW corner, Liberty Road and Deer Park Road 

CITY. rowN 

Randal ls town 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT K.PUBLIC 
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_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_VICINITY OF 
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KoccuP1ED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
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State of Maryland (Motor Vehicles) 
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6601 Ritchie Highway 
CITY. TOWN 

Glen Burnie _ v1c1N1TY oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC County Courts Building 
STREET & NUMBER 

401 Bosley Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Towson 

liJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Baltimore County Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

6th 
COUNTY 

Baltimore County 
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_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~.PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDE:NCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

XGOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 
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Maryland 21062 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

x_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

1-"3J--15~ 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The former Harrisonville schoolhouse is a small sturdy build
ing in cruciform layout, built of granite ashlar, with slate roof
ing and a number of dormers added to adapt it to later uses. The 
entrance facade is the end of the building facing east. Entrance 
is by doors on either side of this facade, but located in the two 
shorter wings. 

Style is functional or vernacular, but the architect allowed 
himself one touch of Gothic in the main facade, where a pair of 
sash windows is framed in a very heavy pointed stone arch that pro
jects out from the building and cantilevers to support a small sec
tion of roofing. The gable ends of the main facade and of the 
south wing are filled in with clapboard. On the main facade, the 
clapboarding forms a background for the arched window and its small 
gable roof. 

In this century, the original space was expanded by adding a 
number of dormers; there is a long shed-roofed dormer on the north 
side and three gable-roofed dormers on the southside. Side walls 
of the dormers are sheathed in slate. The school was built with 
6-over-6 double-hung sash windows along the sides, but with taller 
and narrower windows on the main facade. Some window openings have 
been filled in; the south wing of the cross has been fitted with 
very small windows and is apparently a lavatory. 

This police station stands just west of a commonplace shopping 
center but was only a few years ago in an isolated and rural set
ting. The station is on a triangle of land and the grounds east of 
the building are neatly kept in grass. There are good quality sub
urban houses on the southside of Liberty Road opposite. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

x_ 1 800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

__ARCH EOLOG Y-H I STORI C 

--AGRICULTURE 

LRCHITECTURE 

__ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

~EDUCATION 
_ENGINEERING 

_EX PLO RA TIO N/SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

~POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES 1878-79 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Frank E. Davis, A.I.A. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The present police barrack is an adapted schoolhouse and its con
struction represented an attempt on the part of the Board of School Com
missioners to plan schools with customized designs, breaking away from 
the stereotyped schoolhouse plans adopted only 18 years before. 

The Commissioners' annual report for the year 1878 stated: 

To Mary J. Phillips $230 for three fourths of 
an acre at the intersection of Deer Park Road 
and the Liberty Turnpike. A contract is in 
perfection for the erection of a stone house 
on this lot to take the place of the one now 
rented for School 9, District 2. (1) 

Land records show that the lot was acquired on July 16, 1878. (2) The 
board's minutes book reveals that the decision had been made at their 
meeting of July 9: 

On motion it was ordered that the Board lease 
from Mary J. Phillips a lot of ground contain
ing about three fourths of an acre for the use 
of School 9, District 2, that the sum to be 
paid for said lot shall be two hundred and 
fifty dollars, and the ground rent one cent, 
and that said lot shall be restricted to and 
for the use of School purposes only and for 
white children and that Thos. G. Ruttledge be 
appointed Attorney in fact to acknowledge the 
Lease. ( 3) 

Every school had a number within its election district, and this 
one was School 9, District 2. Any school's progress can be followed 
through the minutes book by the numbers versus bills submitted for ser
vices. All the schools of this period were designed by Frank E. Davis, 
and he was paid $56 for the design of a stone school at a meeting of 
i879. The only contractor mentioned in connection with School 9, Dis-
rict 2, is John Q. Codling. (4) Davis, admitted to the A.I.A. in 1870, 

was the designer of the Odd Fellows Hall at Saratoga and Cathedral 
Streets, Baltimore (1891); as a member of Davis & Davis, he was co
designer of the Fifth Regiment Armory. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (continued) 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Annual reports of Board of School Conunissioners and minute books; 
in Superintendent's safe, Board of Education, Greenwood, 6901 N. 
Charles Street, Towson, Maryland 21204. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ 0_._7_2 ___ _ 

See Map 66 Parcel Pl58. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning on center line of Liberty Road: 
a. N21W 21 perches on Deer Park Road 
b. S53W 11.1 perches to CL of Liberty Road 
c. S53-3/4E 21 perches along Liberty Road. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE None couNTY None 

STATE 
None 

COUNTY 
None 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John W. McGrain, Historic Preservation Officer 
ORGANIZATION 

Baltimore County Office of Planning and Zoning 
STREET & NUMBER 

401 Bosley Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN 

Towson 

DATE 

October 1979 
TELEPHONE 

494-3495 
STATE 

Maryland 21204 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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John E. A. Cunningham was paid $150.99 for "Furnishing Sch. 9, 
Dist. 2." in July of 1879. (5) 

Late in the same year, the board reported: 

The application for curtains for School 9 
District 2 was referred to the Secretary, 
Thos. c. Bruff with power to act, and 
the erection of outbuildings for sa~•.e 
School was referred to W. M. Isaac with 
power to act. (6) 

The annual report announced in 1879 that: 

School 9, District 2, is near Harrisonville. 
For a number of years, School wus held in a 
damp basement rented for the purpose. The 
house, though expensive, is one of the most 
complete one-room buildings in the State, 
and will stand as a monument to the untiring 
energy of its originators. (7) 

The same report shows that the contract price was $3,825.00 and that 
some $2,325.00 had been paid before the end of the fiscal year, which 
ended September 30. (8) 

Baltimore County had been authorized to set up a school system 
by the GE~neral Assembly in 1848 and a citizen board fourided new 
schools and took over locally incorporated "academies." Schools were 
mentioned in reports as struggling along in converted corncribs, pri
vatP dwellings, and a warehouse basement. Boarj minutes c:-eveal that 
some church halls were used as schools under lease arrangements. A 
standardized set of school designs by Thomas J. Dixon had bae~ adopted 
5n 1860, but apparently fell into disfavor as the board became mere 
affluent.. Possibly Dixon's fame in designing two nearby jails cast 
an unfortunate association over his plain and practical type of 
school. 

Only a year before building at Harrisonville, the Board boasted 
in its annual report~ 

In constructing school houses, the architec
ture has been greatly iffiproved. They are no 
longer built of the roughest materials without 
symmetry or design, and stuck in some remote 
corner of the school district, but the most 
desirable and convenient sites are selected, 
upon which substantial houses, neat in design_. 
ornamental in appearance with all the modern 
improvements, are erected. Consioeruble 
attention has been given to ventilating, heat
ing and lighting. The sch0ol rooms are so 
arranged that the pupils sit at their desks 
without having a glare of light blinding their 
eyes. The temperature can be reduced and im
pure air removed, without opening windows and 
doors---u method of ventilation fruitful only 
of colds and doctors' bills. (9) 

ii 
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And in 1885, the Board looked back on a period of active school 
construction, reporting: 

During the past decade much more has been 
expended on school houses. Substantial brick 
or stone buildings now replace the old time 
frame shells which were as a rule miserably 
located and built. These houses need only to 
be seen to be known forever thereafter. They 
are all fashioned after the same plan, if 
such it may be called, and a vestibu:e 4 by 6 
feet for an entrance is, the only thing to 
relieve them from being mistaken for a barn 
or stable. In this age of progress the 
schools should be in the van. School houses 
should be subst~ntial, ornamental and commo
dious; they should be located on the most 
central and desirable sites to be found in 
their respective neighborhoods; the play 
grounds attached should be ample and should 
be separated for the two sexes, so as to make 
them entirely private; they should be sup
plied with comfortable furniture and be prop
erly ventilated, heated, and lighted; in fact 
a good school house, to be attractive, should 
have all the comforts and conveniences of a 
good house. ( 10) 

Every school had a trio of local trustees, and at No. 9, Dis
trict 2, they were Thomas C. Worthington, Thomas Handley, and William 
Griffin. Tables in annual reports list teachers at all the l52 
schools, and first shown at No. 9 was Ellen Turner, who had 37 pupils 
"on roll" for the fall term. (11) The 1881 report showed Ellen T. 
Chapman (presumably Ms. Turner after marriage) and George Harrison. 
(12) In the opening year the school ran up the following expenses: 

Teacher's Salary 
Fuel 
Rent 
Furniture, black boards, stoves 
Cost of books 

$530.80/annum 
26.75 
60.00 

150.99 
57.25 (13) 

The age was indeed a modern one, for in 1873, the board had re
ported 

There has been but one change in our bo0k
lis t during the year-the substitution of 
the "New l-.rnerican Readers" for "McGuffeys" 
series. (14) 

Each annual report carried a sample school exam, filled with words to 
spell: scientific terms and Greek personalities; staggering algebra 
problems riddled with radical signs and parentheses; and a quiz on 
"philosophy" including the questions, "What is matter," and "What is 
the hydrostatic process?" Probably no American school administrator 
of 1979 could answer such a barrage of stumpers. 

~.._.......-----·-~---"..._........ -·., 
--~. ----·----

/ ·-
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In 1916, the school system was reorganized and the corn.mission
ers con~eyed all their accumulated property to the Board of Educa
tion. With the arrival of automobiles an<l busses, the scattered 
local schools began to yield to the "consolidat:ec" school, an(~ in 
1927, Harrisonville School was closed and the board sold it to a 
local resident, Eleanor P. Isaac, who served as a straw-party to 
convey to :Sleanor P. Passano. (15) Ms. Passano held the property 
for five years and in 1932 sold to the State of Maryland, Depart
ment of Motor Vehicles. (16) The building became a barrack and 
local station of the Maryland State Police and still serves that 
function. Various surveys for changes to Liberty Road have caused 
concern as to the fate of this building, once the high-priced, mon
umental school of Baltimore County's capable and ambitious school 
managers. 

NOTES: 

1. Report of the Board of County School Commissioners of Baltimore 
~ount_y for the Year Endina September lQ_, 1878 (Towsontown, 1879), 
p. 8. 

2. B.C. Deeds, JB 108:60. 

3. Proceedings of the Board of School Commissioners of Baltimore 
County, July 9, 1878. 

4. Proceedings of the Board, November 20, December 15, 1879. 

5. Proceedings, July 1879. 

6. Proceedings, November 20, 1879. 

7. Report of the Board --- 1879 (Towsontown) , 1880, p. 6. 

8. Re12ort 187~ . .' p. 25. 

9 . Re;eort 1877. 

10. Re:eort 1885 (Towsontown, 1885), p. 5. 

11. Report 1879, p. 27. 

12. Re;eort 1881 (Towson town, 1882), p. 26. 

13. Re:eort 1879, p. 41. 

14. ReE:ort 1873 (Towsontown, 1873), p. 10. 

15. B.C. Di:=eds, WHM 653:18, 19. 

16. B.C. Deeds, CWB JR. 900:89. 
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Mylar copies (both positives and negatives) of assorted plans, sections, 
and elevations are on file in Drawer 5, horizontal map files, in Maryland 
Historical Trust library. Reproductions are filed in sleeve noted as MHT
Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services BPW Policy Survey, 
1981. 
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