# 221 W, JOPPA ROAD

The 200 block of W. Joppa Rd. exists within a neighborhood that is
particularly rich in 19th and early 20th century architecture. It is a
trangitional zone between the commercial and strictly residentiel areas of
Towson and one finds 2 mixture of both residences and offices in these
houses., This building is one of those wiich has been converted into offices
but it has not lost its original character. The scale of the house, its
exterior covering of brown wooden shingles and even the existance of its
matching single-car garage contribule a great deal to the feeling that
this neighborhood retains an esrly stmosphere which most of the rest of
central Towson has lost.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This nearly square, two story frame structure rests on a rock-
face formstone foundation, is covered with brown wooden shingles, and
supperts an equilateral hipped roof. It is the equivolent of three
bays deep and two bays wide although there are four openings on the bottom
and two on top.

Along with these features there are other qualities which give this
building a distincet character,

The appearance of the north facade (street facade) is dominated by
a full single story porch, the roof of which corresponds to the shape of
the main roof. This roof with a tongue-and-groove ceiling is supported
by rectangular, truncated columns.

The porch itself rests on formstone piers with lattice in between,
is enclosed by a wooden-paneled rail, and is reached by four wooden steps.
The fenestration is irregular in placement and type, Two evenly
placed 1/1 sash occupy the upper story. However, the first story contains
a pair of 1/1 sash in the western bay, a six light casement window in

the eastern bay and an off center four-paneled glass entrance door.

The fenestration of the west faczde is alsoc somewhat irregular. The
upper story conteins two evenly placed 1/1 sash windows, whereas the
lower story has a pair of 1/1 sash in the southernmost bay.

The foundation tapers from approximately 2 feet in the Norkh to
6 inches in the South.

The south facade has a partially enclosed poreh on the eastern half
of the first story. There is an open but covered entrance in the
easternmost bay and an enclosed pantry area projecting South from the
building with casement windows in the western bay.

The most irregular fenestration exists on the east facede. of
the three windows on the second story, the two occupying the south and
middle bays are 1/1 sash and one on the north bay is a casement window.

The first story has a single sash in the southern bay, a casement
window in the northern bay and an entrance to the cellar in the middle
bay. There are alsc two cz2llar windows on this facade.

Baght feet South of this building stands a gsble-end single coar
garage running Bast to West, covered with the same browm wooden shingles
as the house., It is characterized by double doors having criss-cross
battens over tongue-and-groove panels on the east end. There are six
lights per door. The west gable end is lighted by a 2/2 casement window.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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*  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 200 block of W. Joppa Rd. exists within a neighborhood that
is particulearly rich in 19th and early 20th century architecture.

it

is a transitional zone between the commercial and strictly residential
areas of Towson and one finds a mixture of both residences and offices in

these houses.
offices but it has not lost its original character.

This building is one of those which has been converted into
The scale of the

house, its exterior covering of brown wooden shingles and even the
existance of its matching single-car garage contribute a great deal to
T the feeling that this neighborhood retains an early atmosphere which

most of the rest of central Towson has lost.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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— TITLE SEARCH for # 221 W. JOPPA RD.

Liber 4325, Folio 393 July 3, 1964
Grantor: George M. Schellenberger & wife
Grantee: Leslie S. Sparks & wife

"Beginning...south side of Joppa Rd....50'...EBast 51'7"...
West 70'...West L5'...Northerly...94'...beginning...known as
# 221 W. Joppa Rd.”

Liber 3646, Folio 565 December 23, 1959
Grantor: Elva G. Young
Grantee: George M. Schellenberger

Liber 3646, Folio 563 December 23, 1959
Grantor: Marie H. Geckle & G. M. Schellenberger
Grantee: Elva G. Young

Liber 3379, Folio 58 July 9, 1958
Grantor: Agnes S. McGuire
Grantee: Marie H, Geckle & G. M. Schellenberger

Liber 612, Folio 511 June 7, 1925
Grantor: Sarah E. O'Dell et.al.
Grantee: James A. McGuire & wife

Restrictions: 1) That the house to be erected on said lot shall
be at least 25' from the south side of Joppa Rd.
2) That no house shall be erected upon said lot
costing less than $5,000.

"Beginning...on west side of a 20' alley...West 90'...Bast 1l1l7'on
the south side of Joppa Rd....East 101' 7»...West 70'...beginning."

Liber 232, Folio 571 June 1, 1898
Grentor: Home Permanent Mutual Land and Building Association of Balto. Co.
Grantees Sarah. E. O'Dell
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B4 537
OUTBUILDINGS IN TOWSCON

Cutbuildings are important in understanding pre-modern lifestyles. In the
area of transportation for example it is easy to overlook the number of buildings
and other structures which have come intc existence with the development of the
combustion engine. These would include not only the home garage and gas station
but heavier bridges and hard top roads as well as a host of "drlve-ln“ stores’
and entertaimments,

Although not as extensive or explosive, the same may be said of the age
of horse travel and its buildings and structures. An understanding of Towson
in the second half of the 19th century would be incomplete without realizing
the number of stables necessary for housing horses and wagons. Nelther the
Hopkins nor Bromley Atlases indicate chicken houses, privies, etc., but they
do show that quite a few homes had stables and barns behind them. The Hopkins
Atlas of 1877, for example, shows over forty stables in central Towson. The
Bromley Atlas of 1898 shows most of these still in existence with an addtional
twenty or so having been built in the meantime. All but one’ of these outbuildings
are indic:ted as being of wood construction. Most of these were probably frame
although it is known that the Bowen House for example had several log outbuildings.
In 1850 there were Stone outbuildings at Epsom and there was a stone spring-
house behind the Towson Tavern but the only masonary barn/stable indicated by
Bromley is a large brick structure on the southwest corner of Delaware and
Pennsylvania Avenues. Hopkins appears to indicate the same structure in 1877.
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