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YLVANTA AVE.

The first block of Pennsylvsnia Ave. has witnessed an evolution of land
ase typical of Towson itself. The street was laid out in the middle of the
last century as part of the courthouse town and was sparsely occupied by
residences. By the 20th century there were numerous residences plus some semi=-
commercial activity as well, although the two story scale of the street was
maintained until the 1960's. All tarough this century residential structures
have been used as professional offices. The need for office space, more
perking, snops, restaurants, etc. has ultimately resulted in the destruction
of residentiasl structures. They have been replaced by asphalted lots and high
rise structures and with them came a severe disruption of scale.

At the moment this two story frame house is still being used ss a residence
and slthough it is probably less than 100 years in age it has become an antique,
for its materials, size and use. That it was moved onto a2 "back loi" from the
street in order to accomodate commerclal construction and that it sppears lost
in a group of larger buildings is symbolic of & trend of land use.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The residential scale of the first block of W. Pennsylvania Ave. is
maintained by the several structures that are nestled in between the two
highrises on that block, however, only one structure continues to serve the
only purpose for which it was designed. Thet building is the small frame
house on the property of the Elk's Lodge. Although it is not on its original
site, the house has always been, 2znd continues to be, a residence.

According to the present tenant the building once faced Pennsylvania Ave.
and existed as part of the streetscape of ithe north side of the street prior
to its being moved to an adjoining lot in the 1950's. It is a wery typical
building in many ways, being an example of 2 kind of house common in rural areas,

The house is two stories high of wood frame construction and may have had
a stone foundation and cellar. Modern shingles cover clapboards. It is three
bays wide, one bsy deep and capped with a gable-end roof. The building has
been and is stlll oriented to the 3outh. That focade has a centrally locsted
entrance and 1s covered on the first story by e shed-roocfed porch supported by
square columns.

Wit the exception of the norta facade fenestration is consistent with
evenly placed 6/6 sash. 5hell-shaped cast iron shutter locks are evidence thsat
there were shutters and they were probably louvered.

A centrally located flue-chimney exits the center of the ridge. The
roof is covered with the same large fishscale asbestos shingles as those on
the ¥lk's Lodge and as those recorded on the “Penn Hotel" (Dec., 1977).

The north facade breaks the symmetry somewhat by being windowless in the
two easternmost bays although the normal 6/6 sash vent the lower and upper
levels of the west bay. A4n off center, shed roofed, single story projection
occupies the easternmost bays of the first level. It is approximately 87
deep and one bay long being vented by a small Li/h sash window. It is used as
a storage ares and incorporates into the eastern end of its roof a hood for
the entrasnce of tiis facade.

Although the main (south) entrance is centrally locsted there is no central
hall as such. Instead, the plan provides for two rooms downstairs and two
above with the stairs being sttached to the east side of the central dividing
wall,
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TENANT HOUSE - KIKS LODGE

This building has been moved, however it is believed that this chain of title
belonzs to the originel parcel.

Liber TFolio Date Grantor Jrantee
3710 337 June 8, 1960 Towson Building Co. Inc. Loyola Federal Savings

and Loan Assn.
"Sexinning...north side of Pennsylvania Ave. 2t s distance 240!
measured easterly...from corner formed by the intersect on of the norih
side of Pennsylvania Ave witb the east side of Washington Ave...said
pPlace of heginning also being st the beginning of 2 parcel of land
...deed dated May 12, 1925...Lend Records...WPC 61L4/277...conveyed by
Nora J. Bruff to Frank A. Persohn, Jr....1L0'...Northerly 150'...known
as 18 snd 20 Pennsylvania Ave."

4

The above deed 1s & combination of the following two deeds:

3566 10 July 23, 1959 Dorothy Virginia Bruff Towson Building Co., Inc.
3575 11 August 10, 1959 Elsie M. Held Towson Building Co., Inc.

"Beginning...north side of Pennsylvania ive...at southwest corner of
lot...formerly owned by David Longnecker...l50' to south side of alley...
607...150" to place of beginning.?

595 363 May 19, 1924 Carrie L. Massenburg Charles VW, Held % wife

*-J
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260 300 Mey 1, 1902 Richard C. Messenburg Casrrie L. Massenburg
Richard C. Mzasenburg conveys to wife Carrie his drug store, fixtures

ard stock therin contained, situate and being in the 3tone Store or

building on the York R0sd known as 0dd Fellows Hall, his horse,

cerriages, harness, robes, etc...and all nhousehold furniture,

2L6 136 June 8, 1900 Devid . McIntosh, Trustee  Richard . Massenburg
L1 431 April 1, 1B&)L Washington Townsend John H. Longnecker
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