
CAPSULE 
MA & PA RAIL'tOAD TRESTLE ABUTMENTS 

That Towson was a typical Victorian American town is evidenced in many 
ways not the least of which was its railroad. Nearly all of the physical 
evidence of this important mode of transportation has disappeared, including 
the tracks themselves and most unfortunately the station itself. 

The juncture of the historic Ma and Pa (Maryland and Pennsylvania) 
line with the equally historic York Turnpike is marked by massive stone abut­
ments which supported at least one if not two early trestles. They stand 
as proof that Towson has been a cross-roads community in successive eras of 
transportation and are reminders of a by gone time when the train was a 
principal means of travel and comnmnications. 

Given the long history in this county of using native stone as a 
construction material, and the importance of the railroad age 1 it is hoped 
that these constructions will be allowed to survive. Their strategic loca­
tion on either side of the main road at the south end of the town suggests 
an "entrance gate" which future planners should utilize. 
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That portion of track which crossed the York Road through Towson did 
so by way of a plated girder bridge. The bridge itself was dismanteld in 
1959 (reported by the Baltim.ore Sun newspaper to have then been 58 years 
old) and is now survived only by the massive stone abutments which supported 
it. 

These abutments stand on the east and west side of the road and are 
each built into a bank. Measuring from the curb, the east one stands at a 
distance of' l\jz feet away, while the west one stands 15~ feet away. The 
stones are roughly cut on three sides and have been cornered on the outer 
edges. At least two periods of grouting have been observed, the first 
being a simple ridge bead, the second and most recent being a more decor­
ative bead. 

The top half of the 11Ttt shaped abutment on the easternmost side r.uns 
parallel with York Road and measures 13 feet high, 19 feet 2 inches long, 
S feet 9 inches wide and has a 6 to 8 inch lip. The distance from the north 
and south ends of th:s top portion to the stem_ measures S feet. Two blocks 
approximately 2 feet Slquare and 1 fo::it thick are mounted on either end. 
The stem itself is lL feet long and runs. at an a~)proximate 75 degree angle 
to York .i.bad. 

i\ remaining porti::m of a cast iron 7ict::irian fence stands along York 
~:>ad just north of the abutment. Certain Vick1rian characteristics include 
scroll work between each spike and fleur-d.e-lis patterns. The spikes stand 
6;2 feet high and the entire fence is 10 feet long. 

The westernmost abutment is very similar to the other, however, some 
measurements differ. The l1eight of the portion facing York Road is ll.i feet 
3 inches, it is 5~ feet wide and measures 4}z feet from the n:Jrth and south 
ends to the stem. 

Longitudinal ties are still present, being one foot square and measuring 
5 feet 3 inches from center to center. The cross ties are 8 feet square 
and are lap joined. 
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That Towson was a typical Victorian American t:n-m is evidenced in many 
ways n:::it the least of 1:.J'"lich was its railr:::iad. Nearly all of the physical 
evidence of this important mode of transportation has disappeared, including 
the tracks themselves and ::iost un:'..'ortunatelv the st:tion itself. 

The juncture of the '.J.ist:Jric Ma and Pa (T"8ryland ar.d Pennsylvania) line 
with the equally historic York Turnpike is marked by massive st::me abutments 
which supported at least c:me if not two early trestles. They stand as proof 
that 'l'owson bas been a cross-roads community in successive eras of transp0r­
tati0n and are reminders of a by gone time when the train was a principal 
means of travel :r::d communications. 

Given the long history in th:s county of using native st::me as a c:m­
struction material, :md the imp:)rtence of the railr::iad age, it is hoped that 
t'lese c::instructi::ins will 08 allowed to StlrVive. ';:'heir stratec;ic location ;:m 
eittier side of the rnain road at the south end Jf the tcn~111 suggests an 1ren­
trance gate n trJtich future pl0nners S-QJUlci ~tilize. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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WAYNE r. NIEIO, If 
ORGANIZATIONHISTQRIC TOWSON, INC. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



CHAIN OF TITLE FOR MA & PA RAIL..B.O.AD TRESTLE ABUTMENTS 
Parcel 188, Map 70-A 

LIBER FOLIO DATE GRAN TOR GRANTEE -- --
3721 405 July 1, 1916 Maryland & Pennsylvania 

Railroad Company 
Donnelly Advertising 
Corporation of MD. 

Beginning at the southeast lL perches line of a tract of land 
conveyed by Grafton M. 3osley to Enos Smedley by deed dated July 2L, 
1854 and recorded in land record 9, folio 222, Northwest 96 feet, 
Southwest 275 feet to the south side of Susquehanna Avenue, South­
east 97 .feet to the northwest corner lot owned by William M. Isaac, 
Northeast 97.5 feet, Southeast 163 feet to the west side of the 
Baltimore and York Turnpike Road ••• Containing .29 acres Plus .04 acres. 

Being the two lots conveyed by Enos Smedley and wife to the Baltimore and Delta 
.Railway Company (predecessor of the Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Company): 

120 591 July 6, 1880 

Containing .29 acres 

129 587 June 20, 1882 

Containing .04 acres 




