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Chattolanee Spring Water Company
Watered Stock Company

William Trimble

Chattolanee Hill,

Owings Mills, Md. 21117

The Chattolanee Spring Water Company was one of three water bottling
companies developed in the area in the latter part of the 19th century.
Six springs yielded 250,000 gallons a day. The water was at one

time believed to have healing qualities. Residents today still

get water from the springs.
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The Chattolanee Spring Water Company was one of three water
bottling companies developed in the Green Spring Valley in the
latter part of the nineteenth century. It was the only one which
continued to serve local and Baltimore residents well into the
twentieth century. It ceased its eighty-three years of operation

in 1975 and, unfortunately, the small building was demolished in the
fall of 1976.

The origin of the company begins with the establishment in 1890 of
the famous Chattolanee Hotel built and operated by William L. Stork.
It was his son, John, who, while a student at Princeton, spent his

_ Summers as an employee at the hotel where he noticed the water's
"taste appeal” to the guests. In fact, it became a customary prac-
tice for the hotel management to bottle the "champagne springs"”
so it could be taken home by visitors. Out of this free service
John conceived the idea of bottling the spring water to be sold
commercially in Baltimore?

Others from an earlier time had also capitalized on the pure quality
and abundance of the Chattolanee Springs water. From 1832-1847

and again from 1849-1860, the Green Spring Hotel (a predecessor to
the Chattolanee Hotel) was built by the Baltimore and Susquehanna
Railroad Company as a summer resort to attract passengers./ Between
1847 and 1849, the hoted was operated as the Green Spring Hydro-
pathic Institute where invalids came for a "water cure."95

In 1892 when John W. Stork started the Chattolanee Spring Water
Company, he used a door-to-door salesman approach.” As his Baltimore
business expanded, he established another at 424 N. Charles Street
and erected a warehouse nearby in Baltimore City, utilizing refri-
gerated cars traveling the Green Spring Branch of the Pennsylvania
Railroad to transport his bottles and demijohns from the plant to
the warehouse.) His company wagons pulled by mules were also part of
the distribution process.

Stork had erected the small, wooden plant near the source of the
springs, immediately adjacent to the Green Spring Valley Road
—at the southern slope of Chattolanee Hill. A porcelain-lined
filling machine was connected with the spring so the water flowed
directly from the source into the bottles. No storage tanks,
reservoirs, or filters were used.
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Samples of Chattolanee water were periodically sent to chenmists

for chemical analysis and sanitary inspection. Each report remgrked
on the areat purity of the water. The lack of mineral or organic
content led one examiner to conclude that the water cam fgom

"a deep-seated source" rather than from the surface flow.'!

i i i i hich
Originally Stork drew his water supply from six springs w
yielded a flow of 250,000 gallons a day per spring.’® By 1966 only

two springs were still flowing, one of which produced 150,000 gallons
a day.l/t

In the early part of the twentieth century it was the fashion to

have at least one bottle of Chattolanee water around the house.

As one customer remarked, "I was more or less weaned on it and I could
tell Chattolanee water from any other in the world." /%

John W, Stork also took over the management of the Chattolanee Hotel
at the death of his father. However, about 1910-1913 the hotel's
popularity raned as new modesof transportation took the public to
numerous far-away, picturesque places. Shortly thereafter Stork
sold the hotel property but continued to be the sole owner of the
water company until his death in 1958, 13

His daughter, Mrs. Jean Kamtman, managed the business for a while,
selling her intewest to the Chattolanee Spring Water Company in
1966." Gery Waddell then became owner of the enterprise.)” He subse-
quently sold it to a corporation known as the Watered Stock Company
formed by the residents of Chattolanee Hill. This corporation no
longer needing this white shingled barn-type structure, had it torn
down. These residents still receive the water from this pure and
abundant spring.’®
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FOOTNOTES - Chattolanee Spring Water Company Diaioc

1
Mrs. Jean (Stork) Kamtman, "I Remember . . . Tales of the 014

Chattolanee Hotel," Sunday Sun Magazine, 16 Augqust 1959; interview
with Mrs. Kamtman, 12 February 1073; "Chattolanee," undated booklet
in the possession of Mrs. Kamtman.

2 See Note 1; Diary of John W. Stork in the possession of his
daughter, Mrs. Kamtman.

3 See Note 1.

1 Fifth Annual Report of the Directors to the Stockholders of
the Baltimore and Susquehanna Rallroad Company (Baltimore; James
Lucas and E. K. Deaver, 1837), p. 4; for a detailed discussion of
the Green Spring Hotel see Dawn F. Thomas and Robert W. Barnes,

The Green Spring Valley: 1Its History and Heritage, 2 vols.
(Baltimore: Maryland Historical SocleEy, I978), I:111-114.

> Baltimore American and Commercial Daily Advertiser, 6 July
1849; Baltimore County Land Records (BCLR), Libers A,W.B. 382, fol.

150, and A.W.B. no. 425, fol. 540, Baltimore Court House, Baltimore
City, Maryland.

éSee note 1.

Y Ibid.

% "Chattolanee."

(Ibid. Cited in the booklet are a letter from Charles E. Simon,
1 January 1910, letters from Penniman and Brown Firm, and letters
from the Wiley and Hoffman Firm concerning analysis of Chattolanee
water. Also cited is a report on the springs made by Professor
Wwilliam B. Clark entitled "Important Excerpts from Geological
Report, "Maryland Geological Society, Baltimore, Maryland.

° see Note 9; "Bottled Water Sales Flow Faster For Company Here,"
Sun, 28 August 1966.

‘ "Bottled Water Flows Faster For Company Here." . .

t» ITbid.; Michael Keyser, "Bubbling Spring is Gold Mine for Owners",
Sun, I5 May 1968.

‘*Ramtman, "I Remember. . . Tales of the Old Chattolanee Hotel";
interview with Mrs. Kamtman; Biographical Cyclopedia of Representative
Men of Maryland and District of Columbia (Baltimore: National
Biographical Publishing Company, 1879), p. 85; newspaper article
containing the obituary of John Stork in the possession of Mrs. Kamtman.

H"BCLR, Liber 0.T.G. no. 4569, fol. 37, Towson Court House,
Towson, Maryland.

” Phone conversation with Mrs. Gery Waddell, Fall 1976.

(¢ Interview with John Fisher, Director of Watered Spring Company.
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