
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME BOUNDARY MARKERS ALOlfG THE MASON-DIXON LINE (TMEMAT:tC GROID?) 

H1sroR1c (Masen and 'Dixon's) West Line, 46th Mi1e Stolle 

AND/OR COMMON 

Mason-Dixon Line: Milestone No. 46 (1900-03 Resurve7 Monument No. 49) 

fltOCATION (not for publication} 
STREET & NUMBER off east side o:f York Road (Ml> 45)/PA 182, lietween'Freeland Road 

(Ml) 4o9} and PA LR-66219 
CITY, TOWN 

Maryl.and Line 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING($) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

]{-OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

lt-PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

-BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISIY,?JN 
_JN PR,OCESS A 
_BEING CONSIDERED 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS ?if/A 
_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
JC-YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

MD: 2 I PA: 19 
COUNTY 
MD: Baltimore I PA: York 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

__ GOVEftNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

. _MILITARY 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

~RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

· _J['ornrn· state 
]lgnpdary marker 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument onlya see Thematic Group NR nomination form) 

NAME State of Maryland/Commonweal.th of Pennsylvani. a t # 
Teiepa.one : 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION N/A 
~see surrounaing prope~ty ownerehip list) 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

llREPRESE;NTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

STATE I zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

(also see Thematic ~rou» HR) 
nomination rorm 

TITLE Ba.J.ti.more County Historic .Sites Inventory 

DATE 
BA-1565 entered 3/8/79 _FEDERAL _STATE ,XCOUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Ba.l.timore County Office of Planning, County Courts Building 

Towson 
STATE 
Maryland 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

X.....FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

__,RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

.,XUNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mil.estone No. 46(4~), now only a 4", stub above grouncil, marks Mason and Dixon's 

46th horizontal mile west of the initial stone at the northeast corner of Maryland, 

the 'beginnin1, point of their West Line. The top 1211 or so wa.s broken off and 

disappeared around the earl.y l960•s, and its whereabouts has not yet been accounted 

for. The.portion rema~ning, including another some-2 1 below ground, is an original 

milestone of 1766, at an original site, preliminarily surve7ed in July 1765, 
during a period when Ma.son and Dixon had set up a temporary astronomical observatoI71 

(between mile 45 and 46), a potential archeological site as yet not investigated. 

The area here is still predominantly farmland, gently rolling, with the smal.1 

village of Maryland Line immediately to the south. ~he site is located about 

midway between York Road and I-83, in a cultivated, unfenced field, about ~ mile 

north of the center of the village, and about 2~ miles south-southeast of the to'Wll 

of Shrewsbury, PA; about 10001 north of Freeland Road (MD 4o9) and about 10001 

south of PA LR-664l9t at a point about 500' east of York Road. It cannot be seen 

from York Road, and seldom from I-8} except when vegetation 1s dormant. What ir 

~~f~ 9f the mon~ent above ground is unprotected from farm machinery and greatly~/ 

endangered. 

The ori~nal. milestone was reset at the original site in 1902, at the time of 

the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary, and stood about l~' 

above ground., surrounded by a concrete oolla.r/~!1~1fa.fr~flg. Only the 4n stub and 

some of th.e collar, now partially exposed., remain visible. It is in place, still 

firmly set, in :fair condition, with only: bits of fluting and no margins or other 

embellishments remaining. The north side facing Pennsylvania measures about 11'4" 

wide; the east side a'bout 1114'' wide; the south side facing Maryl.and about 11'4" 

wide; and the west side about 11~" wide. The top i2n or so with the letters P and. 

M is missing, along with the USC&GS triangulation station metal di.sk which had been 

set :in.to its apex in 1933• The surfaces are weatb.erworn and chipped. 

(For additional descriptions of the original Ma.son and Dixon monuments and method 
used by.the 1900-0J Resurvey for resetting, see the Thematic Group National 
Register nomination form.) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD • AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

-1600-1699 

X-1 700-1 799 

X-1800-1899 

_1900-

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

--..ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURF; 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

x_EXPLORA Tl ON/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY x_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

AOTHER (SPECIFY) 

boundary surveying 

SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 1902} llCOOlt~ Charles Mason & Jeremiah Dixon 
ORS 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see the Thematic Group National. Register nomiD.ation form) 

Mi.lestone No• 4'(49} is significant. even with most of its above-ground top 

missing, as ue of the lll. original Mason and Dix.on milestones still standing along 

the West Line, commonly knowisince Civil War times as the Ma.son"Dixon Line, notable 

for its historical impact and innovative boundary survey methods. The site was 

surveyed. and preliminar:l.ly marked in July of 1765, a time wheD' they also set up 

a temporary astronomical observation post in the vicinity between miles 45 and 46 

(as yet not investigated as an archeological site). The milestone was set in 

the following year, where the stub remains today, one of lO origilial milestones 

--~et marking the present Baltimore/York county boundary, whieh together and 

~ndividually are of looa1 significance as among the di.mishing number of objects 

and structures with an identifiable relationship to our colonial heritage. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see the Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



liMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

See National Register thematic group nomination form. 

CONTlNUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET If NECESSARY 

II!]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one a.ere 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION l'll/A 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland cou NTY Baltimore 

STATE Pennsylvania. 
COUNTY 

York 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Alice Martin (•olunteer historic sites surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust/Mary'l.and Geological. Survey l/19/80 (site surveyed) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

l4;o8 Mount Avenue 301/472-2128 
CITY OR TOWN 

Phoenix 
STATE 

Maryland 211:;1 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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