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MARYLAND HISTORICAL, TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UNAME BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THE MASON-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP) 

HISTORIC (Mason and Dixon's) West Line, 50th .Mile Stone 

AND/OR COMMON 

.Mason-Dixon Line: Milestone No. 50 (1900-03 Resurvey Monument No. 53) 

flLOCATION (not for publication) 

STREET & NUMBER off east side East Ruhl. Road, 

CITY. TOWN 

Ruhl. ;:{__ VICINITY OF 

STATE Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

I 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

JC_OBJE~T 

OWNERSHIP 

X-PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

· PUBLIC ACQUISIIJJ>.r 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS N/A 
-OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK JN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
JC,YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

MD: 2 I PA: 19' 
COUNTY 

MD: Bal.timore j PA: York 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

:ir_oJHE-R state 
trounaar:r markE'.r 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY (monumeat only; see Thematic Group 

NAME State of Maryland/Commonwea1th of Pennsylvania 
Telephone #: 

NR nomina·tion f or1111-) 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

llLOCA TION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION N/A 
lsee surrounding property ownerslaip list) 

C~URiHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

STATE I zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

l!IREPRESENTATIONINEXISTING SURVEYS (also see Thematic Group NR> 
nomination·l'orm 

TITLE Baltimore County Historic Sites Inventory 

DATE 

BA-1569 entered 3/8/79 _FEDERAL -STATE .XcOUNTY _LQCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRvEYRECORDs Baltimore County Offi~e of Planning, County Courts Building 
--· ~--_;_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-=-:~~~_=.,;_~~~~~~~--=;__~ 

CITY, TOWN Towson :Wlf~land 



II DESCRIPTION ,al.so see No. 50(53)A 

X..EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

LuNALTERED ( replica)_oR1GrNAL s1TE 

_ALTERED 1t~£~~t sgiTt 1 902 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milestone No. 50(53) approximately marks Mason and Dixon's 50th horizontal 

mi.le west of the initial stone at the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning 

point of th~ir West Line. It is a replica of, the origi,nal crownstone of 1766, 

wh:i.ch was formally given to the Maryland Historical Society in 1902 in exchange 

for the replica they were required to supply. It is one of 12 monuments marking 

the present Baltimore/York county boundary, all of which are original except for 

the replica. 

The area here is typically rolling farmland, though suburbia has now spread 

southward from New Freedom, PA to this point. The site is located about ~ mi.le 

north of the scattered settlement of Ruhl; about 2 miles southwest of the center 

of the town of New Freedom; about 2950' north of the junction of Peterman Road; 

at the south edge of the Ward's mowed side yard (about 140' east of the road) 

where it meets the cultivated field belonging to the Radebaughs. It can be easily 

seen from the road all seasons, and is protected by the property owners. 

The monument is a rather white, somewhat fl.orid marble from the Beaver D&. 
Marble 
/ Go., CockeysvilJ.e (no longer is ezlateaee}, l.ocally carved and set on the Line 

at a higher, more suitable site a s;hort distance east of the original. site, by 

the 1900-03 Resu.J:vey. It stands about l' above ground; is firml.y in place; in 

excellent condition, with all embellishments clear and intact, except for a few 

minor nicks along the edges. As with original erownstones, it is an embellished 

squared stone post with a low pyramidal top, and surrounded below grou•d by a 

concrete collar. The north side facing Pennsyl.vania is embellished with the shield 

of the Penn coat of arms, framed above and below by vertical fluting, and on each 

side by horizontally-fluted margins; it measures about l2u wide 'by about 1211 high 

above ground. The east side measures about l~u wide by about 13" above ground; 

with the ¥ertical fluting and horizontally-fluted margins remaining clear and 

intact. 'fhe south side facing Maryland. is embell.ished by the shield of the 

Calvert coat of arms, with vertical fluting above and belowt and horizontal.ly­

fJ.uted margins at both sides; measures about l.2" wide by about 13" high above 

ground. The west side fluting and margins are clear and intact; measures about 

J.0)4H wide by about 12;2" h:i.gh above ground. 'fhe top planes and fJ.uting are very 

distinct, rise about ].11 to a centered apex into which a USC&GS triangulation , 
station disk was cemented in 1933· A c~j.tal F is inscribed on the north plane; 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY a capital T on the east plane. 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE also see No. 50(53)A 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 

X-1 700-1 799 

X-1800-1899 

X-1900-

__ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X..EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_JNDUSTRY X-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT .JCOTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION boundary surveying 

SPECIFIC DATES 1· 90".l {crownstone ~XIO!IX 1?65 -66 CJharl,sahMa.D~xononand ' repiacement) --DURVEYO:Rtl eremi • 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE {see Thematic Group NR nomination form) 

Milestone No. 50(53), though a replica crownstone of 1902 and first set at 

a new nearby site on the Line, is significant as one of the monuments still 

visibly and accurately defining Mason and Dixon's West Line, commonly known since 

Civil War times as the Mason-Dixon Line, notable for its histo~ical ~mpaet and 

innovative boundary survey methods. It is one of 12 monuments marking the present 

Baltimore/York county boundary, the only non-original amongst them; and the 

original it replaces is on display in the Maryla~d Historical Society, Baltimore, 

to whom it was given in exchange for the replica they provided. Locally, it is 

/_.-, ~.f particu1ar interest as having been quarried f:r-om the Cockeysville area 

Beaver Dam Marble Co. {no 1ouger in existenoe). 

HISTORY A.MD SUPPORT (see Thematic'Group NR nomination~form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



0MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SEJ?AAATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

DiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/A 

UTM: 18.35178.439798 

LIST ALL J5TATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Baltimore 

STATE 
Pennsylvania 

COUNTY 
York 

mFORMrPREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Alice Martin {volunteer, Mason-Dixon West Line boundary marker surveyor) 
DATE ' ' (site 
;;/9/79 & 12/5/79 snrve;y:ed) 

ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust/Mafyl~nd Geological Survey 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

14308 Mount Avenue 301/472-2128 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Phoenix Maryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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with BA- 1569 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THE MASON-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP) 

H1sroR1c (Mason. and D:i.xon• s) West :Line,. 50th Mile .S.tone 

AND/OR COMMON 

Mason-Dixon Line: Milestone No. ~0(53)A 

llLOCATION in Maryland Historical .Society museum collection 

STREET& NUMBER 201 West Monument Street 

CITY. TOWN 
Bal.timore 

- VICINITY OF 

STATE 
.Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

:X-OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP •. ~TATUS N/A 
_PUBLIC . _OCCUPIED 

1 

.LPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISIN~AN AC<::ESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS LYES: RESTRICTED 

·-BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

-DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME The Maryland Historical Society 

STREET & NUMBER 
201 West .MonlJment Street 

CITY. TOWN 
' Bal.timore _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION N/A 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY Of DEEDS,ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

.CITY. TOWN 

N/ A CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT ( f<irmerly) 
Mlh 2 I PA:: 19 
COUNTY { formerl~) 
Mlh Bal.~l.ll!Qr' :7 .PA: York 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

--,-COMMERCIAL ___ PMK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

__ ::TRANSPORTt Tl iN 
iOTHE'a s a e 

QJUL@ry marker 

Telephone # : 301/685-3750 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland 21201 

STATE 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (see. Th~~~il~'!ti~~u¥o~) 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

,~---~~~~~~-~-~~~-~~~~~~~~-'-~~-'--"-~~-'-~~-~~~~~~~~-
CITY. TOWN STATE 



I.I DESCRIPTION 

JC..EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X-UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE before 
%.MOVED DATE ] 902 

(to museum) 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND q~IGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milestone No. 50(5:5)A is an origip.al Mason and·Dix:on crown.stone of 1766. and 

marked, their 50th mile west of the initial stone at the northeast corner of 

Maryland until 11some years before11 the l.900-03'Resurve;r of the Maryl.and­

Pennsylvania boundary. According to the Resurvey engineer's report (MGS Vol. VII, 

PP• 73-74): 
On account of an earth cut, made in the constru.etion of a road along the line 
at that pol.nt, which_,left the monument on the slope of a caving bank, the stone 
fell from its place some years ago and was subsequently removed by a resident 
of the vieinity,-who ;kept it for a cons:iderable time on his farm and later sent 
it to Baltimore, where it came l.nto the possession of the Historical Society 
of Maryland. When the resurvey of the line was taken up and the monument was 
needed for use thereont the society offered to furnish an exact facsimile in 
marblet if allowed to retain the original. As previously stated, this request 
was approved by the Commissioners, with the proviso that the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania should be permitted to make a s:inti.lar exchange. 

The monument is now installed as part of the Darnall colonial exhibit on 

the third floor of the Society's museum, is in excellent condition, attractively 

and appropriately displayed, well protected, and is an important addition t 

the Society's extensive collection of original Mason and Dixon Line maps, Calvert 

papers, and other re1ated library reference.materials. It is the only crown.stone 

from the West L:ine to be seen in Maryland in its full length and in such good 

condition. As with all original Ma.son and Dixon monuments: it:is an embellished, 

squared oolitic limestone post, with a rough-cut base and low pyramidal top, 

quarried and carved in Engl.and. It stands '+'21i" from the floor to the apex of 

the top. On the north side, which original1y faced the province of Pennsy1vania, 

the stylized shield of the Penn family and other embellishments are clear and 

intact, except for two large chips along the northwest edge; it measures 12° wide, 

as does tae south side. The east and west sides both measure about 11'' wide; 

and the fluting and margins are clear. On the south side, which originally faced 

the province of Maryland, the stylized shield of the Calvert family and other 

embellishments are clear and intact. The top four planes are well-defined, and 

with the capital. letter F cut into the north plane, T into the east plane; rising 

about l.'4" to a centered apex. The base measures about 131"2° wide by about l.l.'' 

high on all four sides. The identifying braas;plate affixed to the east side 
by the Society near the top is inseribed: 1763-1766 / BOUNDARY STONE I Mason 
& Dixon's Line / BETWEEN / Maryl.and & Pennsylvania / "UNITED YET DIVIDED TWAIN Af 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY ONCE. 11 

(also see Thematic Group NR nomination form) 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

-=-PERIOD 

'REHfSTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

X-1 700-1 799 

X.1 soo-1 s99 
_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

__AGRICULTURE: _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

__ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

__ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _:_INDUSTRY Jl.POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

.XoTHER (SPECIFY) boundarJ 
surveying 

SPECIFIC DATES 1?66 ~ Charles Mason & Jeremiah Dixon 
SURVEYORS 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see Thematic Group NR nomination form) 

Milestone No. 50(53)A is significant primarily as one of 26 crownstones 

orig:i.nallyset by Mason and Dixon along their West Line, commonly known since Civil 

War times as the Mason-Dixon Line, notable for its historical impact and innovative 

boundary survey methods. It was set in 1766 and remained in place until removed 

not long before the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary, when 

it was formally given to the Maryland Historical Society in 1902. For Marylanders 

this crownstone has become particularly significant, since it is the only complete 

crownstone from the West Line remaining so well protected, in such excellent 

/~ ondi.tion~/~~a!!able for public viewing, and serves: as a visual link(for those 

visiting the museum)with their colonial past. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
(see ~hematic Group NR nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;'AMTE SHEET If NECESSAAY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA N/A 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY---'-------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STf-TES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE N/A COUNTY N/A 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Alice Martin {volunteer, Mason-Dixon West Line boundary marker surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DATE a 
M l d Hi · l T /Ma J. d G l · 1. S 2/6/80· (mr2~. umor· ene ) ary an storica rust ry an · eo ogiea urvey ww a 
STREET & NUMBER 

14308 Mount Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN 

Phoenix, 

TELEPHONE 

301/472-21.28 
STATE 

Maryl.and 21.l.31. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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• 
'&$'1' L /.t~ r//J-PA) ~L~ PA Y #A~Ef.'. ,' W4 ,f}4-156 ~ 

A~ 5~(5'3t//~fl?/l -(I ~ 

Ea.9to~, Maryland, 

Dcc~~b~r 6th, 19~6 . 

De~r Sirs ; 

I h~vc your letter of ~ecf'.)nber l st reletine- to the Del~n:--.re 

Bo1maary matter v1hich \7e .have been considering . 

In t:i~r exe.mination of 1903 of this llne I d.iO. not find thet 

any !!!OllU.'!lents hed been mooved by any one bu.t a number were b rcken a.nd 

some ov.t or practi.celly out of the ground . One •;1~s under e rnilro~d 

emb~nkr.lent and one in a mil l pond . In the epring of 190~ Dr . Clark of 

l!n.ryla.nd Geolo5icel Surveyr. =w!'.'.nted two , e "crovm stone" end a H & p 

stone tc send to the St .!.o'..liB Expo si ti on rs pr.!"t of .his ex hi bit . I got 

o~e H ~ ~ ston~ ne~r the south- west corne~ of Delew~re that wes not on 

the line e.t !:!.ll . '£here WP..S c "crov:nstone" ~-lsci ther!) bu"; the botto!!l 

half we.s gone so I ~ugeested that a "crovm stone" en the lin!.? P.t 

1.!~r~·nel th~t \'ff'.s 'hrqken in two p~rts bo t~!:en ~nd r(~_9P-i'!'cd ent'.i. re~leced 

o~ the line after the ~~osition \V:?..e o'ti<:?r . Unr.er his ni.r~ctic-n I dng u~ 

this stone !?.nd sh.isped it to hi!'!I . Un:fortnn':'.tl:; G01·crna:- \'/!:~rfi cld SE'.1,'/ 

these st-:-nt:?e there !!!16 o.irected thct the;;" be sent to the st~t') ~on~e 

\•1he~e t!lt;y 'l~c n'J>:I . I conl d neve!' get the one rettl.!'net1 t':' the line at 

E:lryd~l th'::'n~i-1 I ·wrote b0th :Dr . Cl~rk .!!nd the Governor sev ercl times 

r ~ga.rd~Il3" tbc natter . no':Je\· e1· I took u;: the m!!ttor ,.,i th the ~'ecrct!.'!.l'Y of 

which yoi.1. "!i:!.1 fino in th'! Laws of tl~~~-:!.!:.1!1 :i.910 Ch:a.~tcr 454, pegc 404 . 



r 
.. 

( 2) 

l~lon•': the !.~l".r:l:->.nc1 -:.,cnnsir::!.. v~:r..i!l Bonnciu:ru o~ •·11-,ich I \'ms th"! 
- ., v .,,, -

;rin>-:!i:;lll c.sni stnnt to Ceptnin Hodgl:ins of tht> Ccust ..:iur,1 ey 1900-1903, 

we fov.nd onl~· two stones T.!lOVetl m·my fror.-t the line . O!le . !'. "crown stone" 

ut e.bout fifty miles from the cast end , had be~n fotmd out of the f"roun.i 

by e. resident of B~l tir.'!orc \'Jho v~si te1 thaT sectmon and he shipped it 

to the ile.rylund Historicel Society \7hich is tile on'.:? you heve now . :.nother 

one fro!:! Blnir V~lley \'test of the CU!!!be!'J..and Valle;? he.d been ship9ecl to 

the warehouse of the .fir!'.1 of which the ahi9per. ne.s a member ~.na on 

looking it up we fo'.md it in their cell£1.r .• ~his 0ne was sent to the 

Pennsyl v~nic !Iistoric!:!.l Socie:ty. I belie·ve they rec;nir~~ this be done 

for their consent th?..t the !.!e.rylend Historic=.l Society be ~}lowed to 

ret~in the one they h~a . Both Societies furnished a rcplice in Beaver 

Dsm T!l3.rbl ".:! •• The :!~er~'::!..D.nd one \'tt>.6 place -1 in the l oc!:'.tion ol the or igina1l 

" and the Pennsyl v3.ni!i ')ne was ::'lv.c ea in the Cttrlberfe.nd Y~lley some miihe s 

ea.st of the ori5inu1 loct:ltion . !L1his nas !!lso a "crcwn stone" . I believe 

tb.e DeleV1ere ;!isto::-ical Society hes :i. "crown stone " thet vies fon.nd rcer 
I 

the r.o:-tL-c!:!.st corn~r of i.t!u·!rlcnd thnt ~~cl. ne,~er been rlnced on the line. 

l.!:.1 rotes· sho,·1 t!1°.t th-:? st0r:.e the Hvryl~.nd Histo!'iccl ;:>ociety 

has \·!~S m.tr:lber 50 , C('tmting the n.CDrt~e~sit corner of 1~eryl!'.nd e.ri zero 

o::- ini tio.l momt~v~nt . 

V or!' tr nl~1 yo ~u-s, 

~?H.~-. 



I fors-ot to state in !:1~' other letter o! to-a:!~' that the l~'.'' ;;~u 

ref er to ~ s pro toe tine; th~ bomid.Rr~' m~.r!:ers \'.'::s intr0dnc ed by Genc:r~l 

Joseph B . Seth , Se!1:::.tor froM Telbot who was ~t th~.t time ?resiC.e.!!t of the 

Sen!!.te , end will be found in !.cws of :.!:::.r~1lt'-nd 1906, Ch~,ter 782 , pP-ee 
• 

1305. I+ nlso ;rov t des f0r th~ return of stones tiic.t h::ve beo!l rc!!lo\l'ed . 

V er~r tr !Uy ::o llr s, 



Ju~ge Alt~rl. Si~hie, 

~side~~ Y.e.ryland F.ist.orical Societ.y, 

Ba.lt.inore, ~aryland, 

Deir Sir: 

I a.o in re~ei~t. o~ your coruJunicat.ion ~~ Vzy 12, 1~02t · 

regarding t.he Mason e.nd Dixon Line aonunent. in ~~e possession a~ t.h.e 

J.ta.ryla.nd Rist.orical Societ.y. I ~ully agree wit.!; you 't.hat. •it. -.ould ~ 

appropriat.e· and d~siraole 't.ha~ one o! t.hese v~ry int.ereST.ing land~ar~~ 

be ret.~ined in t.he posses$ion of an hiSt.orical societ.y in t.his 5"t.aT..e 1 

o't recognized dignit.y 3.nd perna.n~nce·, wheTe i"t. •ould be prot.ect.ed t'r.:>= 

det.eriorat.ion O! da.oa.ge and wh~re i"t. would, at. all t.ioes, be &n 

int.erest.ing oonunen~ of t.he early hi&t.OTy o~ t.hi S"t.aie~ Your &U~P.st.i~n 

t.bat. t.he· ~aryland Rist.orical SOciet.y would be gt.a.a t.o !urnioh in li~u 

o~ t.h~ sn.one in . it.& posession a replica o~ ~he s.a.::ie i• sat.isfa~~ory 

and as Co~oissioner for t.he S~t.-13 o~ ~.e.ryland I a.~ prep~red t.o 

a.cr.ept. t.he = replica t"ron ·· T,!le Societ.y in pler.e or "t.be original 

I 
Z"t.one. As "t.ne 03.'t.eri~l ou~ of ahich t.he origin~l st.one, viz., English 

m::i.de ei"t.?ler out. of local ~·a.ver Da.:: Oi\TlJle or :Pon;, Deposit. sranit.e 

1 ao, 

Very respec~~ully, 

Co •• issiO:''J!", ~t.e. 
A!J the Co!?!lliesioner froc Penns7lvania, I concur in the pendesio:t to the ~ a.-yland 
Hietoriea.l sOciety to retain possession ot the original aoc~ent atone DOT !n ita 
cus'tod7, on the condition of eubstit~ion as ind.ic::a.ted abon. 

- --- ·-· -
--~--~--... ., """'" ·- . -~' .. . - --. •·: .. :. , . - ...... 

• ' t ~. '\ 1 • ·' • •. - - - . , -t · :.::.a= i · ·- . ··:· .. ' • · I . :. . -.. r-' I . · .~ ...... ~- · • = ,. . . 
• • -- I .. . -.'\. ... . .. .. - . .--;, : 

• pa • :' - ~~ ~ . ...... :-. .. . 
.. .. -.... - : .: .. . 



William Bull~ck Clark, Esquire, 

Com:nissioner of the State of lliaryland in the 

Matter of the re-location of the W.iason.and,Dixon Line. 
. I 

Baltimore./· 

Dear Sir:-

I have to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the 

joint corrnnmication of yourself and General Latta., Secretary of Internal 

Affairs of the State of Pennsylvania. authorizing the retention by. The . \ 

iia.ryla~d Historical Society of the Mason and Dixon Line Boundary.Stone, 

now in its possession, upon the stihstitution by it for replacement in 

the Line of a replica in such stone as may be satisfactory to the Com­

missioners. The order for this replica has been given to the Beaver Dam . 
Marble Company which will act under your L11structions to _proceed imme­

.\ 
diately with the work. 

Permit me to express to yourself and to General Latta the ap­

preciation of The ~ia.rylancl Historical Society of the courtesy which you 

have shown to it in this matter, and believe me to be, 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) Albert Ritchie, 

President,Maryla.Tui Historical Society. 

, I 
/ -. 

--... ·-~· 
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Baltimore. July 1st, 1902~ 

W. C. Hodgkins., Esquire_, 

U. S. Coast & Geodetic Survey• 

Hane ock, Md. 

Dear Sir:-

I_ beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of yow- favo~ 

of 30th ultimo, advising me of the safe arrival of the replica of the 

-~ tson and Dixon Bou{idary Stone No. 50, and am glad to know that the same 

has been found satisfactory by the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey. 

With thanks for the courtesv which vou :h.ave extended to the .. ., 

11.a:r"jrla."ld Historical So_ciety in this matter. _I am, 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) W. Hall Harris·. 

-I 
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Aprf 1. 23~d. 19?2· 

.Dr~ Willian1 Bullock Clark, 

Uy Dear Sir, 

Ur. w. Hall Ha.?""ris has shown me your le-tter to hil!1 

end· Ur~ Hodc;kins' to you, relating to' the bounde!'"y atoce n·ow · 1n 

I th - i ~ ~· 0-7~}{:.Ji + ..... .,. ' 1 s . .. e possess on 0- .,ne....,t.:;:;., 2& .• a s .. o __ ca oeie w'l'• 

. _, 
I agree perfectly with you and· Mr. ·Hodgkins in think-· 

irtg ·that a request should·be l:lD.cie by the Soeiet.7 to the Cor.1!.."lission-

ers ~or leave_to retain it on· ff.lrnishing a replice, rather than 

-that the Cor.rnissione~s should sur;gest to the Socie~y i ~s retention. 

The mat to!" wi 11 re qui re s. lit. !.1.e con:fe:::-ence, e.t 

least, ~~ong e ~ew or us, but I have no doubt it lrill be put in 

Very Tru.l:r &c. 

·; 



;• .. 
/( 

------

oe:r'dng <;:;2id Line, and ~ c~g now T.o no~-.1r1 you t.ra:. -r.l:!• : .;a!:le !#to-ald 

r b~ ~urre~cered Lhat. i~ ~ay bP. replaced in it.& original pooi~ion. 

I 2.!l ' 
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Baltimore, May 12th, 1902. 

Willi~ Bullock Clark, Esquire, 

Conrnissioner for the State of 1Jaryland. in the 

re-establishment of the Jt.iason and Dixon Boundary Line, 
I 

Baltimore • 

Dear Sir:- .J 
I 

Your favor of the 10th instant, addressed to The Maryland 

Historical Society, is acknowledged. 

The boundary stone ref erred to came into the possession of the 

Society a number of years since. from a gentleman who noticed t~at it had 

been displaced and removed from its original position by the grading of a . 

road, an:l that it was being neglected and in i~inent danger of def'acernent 

or destruction. While the Society has, of course:._ no desire in any way to 

~ resist a proper application for this marker for the purpose of replacement, 

it l.s suggested that inasmuch as it- came originally into the possession of 

the Society because of its displacement and disfigurement ar~i that the same 

risks must, in some degree at least, attach to its replacement, it would 

be appropriate and desirable that one of these very interesting lancl.ma.rks 

be retained in th~ possession of an historical society in this State, of 

recogni~ed dignity and perma:"l.ence, ilhere it wpuld he protected from deterio­

ration or damage and where it wou.ld, at all tiffies be an interest ... ing monunent 

of the early history of the State, so that while the boundary line would 

be pe~anently and definitely marked as heretofore, this interesting his­

~orical monument miti1t remain where, it is s-abmitted, it is eminently ap­

propriate it should be •. 

If such a suggestion, should commend itself to your judgment a.qd 
I 
I • 
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Ai-• J.!. ·"' • t..t • O.;.. 

APlU.. l'!, l,OJ.. 

~. Rall ~a.rris, ;511., 

r 2!6 s,-. . l>a.ul ~~.; ~l't.i..:lore, 

Y.y d"a.r i:arris: 

• 

in c~ar.ge o~ 't.be Y..a.son and
0 

Dixon Line Survey a~~ I G= inclined ,-.o 't.~ink 

't.ba~ he is right, in his si:.ar-eaen't. ,..~,.. a let.~er f'ro~ ~ou or so~e o~her 
I 

individue.l1 pro~inen"L in ~tie lla.ryla.nd Rist.orice.l S~~iP,jy1 ei"L~er o~ficia.117 

or u.~o~~icially should be. a.ddresse~ T...o t,~e ~.ary!and Co~=i~sioner 

willine 't.O oe.ke a replica of ~~e sa.I!e in case · 't.~e a=oun~ involved dio 

no~ eT-ceed t.be GU!:? which y~u ~ve st.at,ed . I r.o~!c ~~en s 0 r.ure ~he 
' 

proposi t.ion e.nd woulrl gl~dly Gign ~hP. sace nyse!f 'r.'~ich l'ould p ·..i,-. ,-.be 

whole 't.hing in co~pleve for.!! and relieve C!e ~ro~ e~be.rrass~en~ in ca.s~ t,he 

r St.a.~ o~ Pe~nsylvania should la~er raise a proje!>.. if I alone Gave "Lhe 

au"t.borit,y. J "t.bi'l\k I oueh~ t.o ~ave a lPt.'t.er o~ ~or::al request. on file 

ra"Lher 't.he.n 't.ba't. I s?-.ould cegin 't.he correspon'ie!!ce cy o1"fering "t.ba s-.. ,,>ne 

t..o you whicb 1".'ould seeo very peci:.i iar in case o~ e.=y invesrJiga.i:.io!l of 

I an en~ious p~rsonally t,O s~cur~ ~bis s-:.o~~ for ~~e ~aryle.nd 

'Rist.oricel Spci~'!.7 and wish 't.o have you look e't. TJhe ~e't.'t.e!" t'roc ny 

b\}'t; .· as I co~e ~o lo~Y. a't. ii:. eor~ carefully in ~~~ li~~~ o~ Cep'!. . P.od~~ins! 

le-r,-:.-ir, I ··an l~d. ':.O believe "'ihe't. I an no,-., while 10~ rtoub~less ~oulci 

in cese 't.b~ Sl'-8.~ o~ P~n.n.scl~nia s~ould la~~T raise a ~ro"'..es~. I I!.:? 

r 

;::-___ ·- ---------- ........... - ::......=-: .......... .:-......:....~;;.__..,.....::::...:. ...................................................................... -c;.. ......... ..:...,,.._.-..._,; ................... ..--:.-......... ----.......... --~'":.-"--:""! - - - - - .- .·-.·- __ ... - . - -:.---r - --·; - -- --. -. • - .1"", • .. • ...... • •• . · ·' ... .. ~- .. , . .:. t, :.·,- ·. . ':.' . . . ...... , ' · 
;1; .. ' .. .. ... - ... 

. .. • ::Z!Yl 



Cl"la.r i- oT,on . 

I 
~ha~ Cap~. ~odgkin~ ca~ res~~ ~he s"t.One wi~hou~ sP.rious loss of ~icP.. 

Si?lc~rr ly yours, 

, 

, . 
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. Dr. ?illiaa Bullock Clark , 
State Geologist and Boundary Commissioner, 

Johns Hopkips University, Baltimore, ~d . 

tea.r Sir: 

/_:j . -- -

I em in receipt of your letter of April 15 , enclosing one of 
saie date from W.Rall Harris, Esquire, in regard to the Hason and Dixon 
Line Eonument new in the po~sessi~n of the ~aryl~nd Historira l 8~ciety 
ana ~hich iorEerly mar~ed the end of the fiftieth mile ~est~ard iro~ the 
north east corner o! Maryland . 
lith refere~ce to the proposal contained in Mr . Harris's letter that fOU . 
and I should request the Svciety to retain the tonu~ent and to furnish us 
a. replica of the sawe, I would suggest , to use a ho~ely simile , that this 
seet.s like "putting the cart before the horse'~ 

Cf course I do not claim any persor.al authority i n this ~atter and am ready 
r-' ~o accept any action taken by the Foard of Commissioners, but here is a 

~vGutent taken fro~ the line and in the illegal possession of a number of 
highly respectatle and presumably law-abiding reople . I have gathered from 
conversation ~ith you that under the present laws of Varyland ~e can recov­
er from individuals monuments so held. That being the case 1 I should sup­
pose that the sa~a law hould apply to a society . 
Vy orn vie~ of the Matter is that the Society ought to prosptly surrender 
the tcnurr.eut for rsplacing on the line and in this connection I ~ould call 
]our a~t.ention to the circular letter concerning the resu:7ey Thich you 
sent cut last su~7er and in which you allude to the rerroval of this stope . 
I see no ob!ection to the Society having a plaster cast or replica in stona 
~ade fc~ its own use; but ii it is desired that such cop7 should be 4ccept ­
e5 by the boundary conmission for use on the line, leaving the original 
in t~e pc~sessicn of the Society.with a warrant for holding it, I sho:ild 
thin£ it neces~ary that the request for such action should esanate fro~ 

tee Cociety and not froa the Gor~issioners . 

----------- _ .... . - - . 

·---.:..--· _.__._"'--....._ ...... _______________ _..._ _______ _ 
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hS fe~nsyivania is equally i nterested ir. this Latter it 

I ' 
• I . • 

.. o;; 1 o 

~ight be well to consult General Le t ta, in case such a re~uest s~c~:~ ~e 

received . 
I ~ocld further suggeet tbat , as we are now several ~lles east of IEO and 
still ~orking east~ard, any prolonged delay is liY.ely to add considerably 

to the expense oi re-setting the monument. 
, Very respectfully yours, 
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Baltimo~e 1 July 1st, 1902. 

Report of Special .Committee on );fa.son and Dixon Boun:lary · 

LH1e Stone. · 

To the President and Council 

of The Maryland Historical Society. 

Gentlemen:-.. 

At a l,.foeting of tJ1e Cotu1cil of The Maryland 

Historical Society, held on Viay 9th, 1902, the following 
? 

action was had : "On the reading.,..Jr, Mr. Harris of corre-
~ 

spol'"l.dence with the Goverwnent and State Officials e:ngaged 

in replacing the Mason and Dixon Line Stones, Judge Stock­

bridge moved that the matter of the restoration of the 

Mason and Dixon Line Stone No. -50 1 now in the possession 

of this Society, for replacement in its original position, 

be referred to a Committee of three to be appointed by tha 

President x x x x with full power a.nd authority to 

arraYJge for and on behalf of this Society the retention of 

the original Stone now in our possession upon the furni'sh-

ing of a replica, and if such arrangement ca.Ylnot be made, 
I 
I 
I 
! 

! then to provide for 
i 

a replica to be retained by this Socis-1 

I ty provided that no expense shPJ.l he incurrei by said Con-. I 
! mittee to he defrayed hy the Society. The President ap- I 
! po~nted the following Connittee: J.ir. VI. Hall Harris, 

· t .Judge Henry Stockbridge and Mr. Henry F. · T'nompson•. 
.I. 

The co:rrespon'ience refarred to consists of thraa- I 

, 
-.L-



1 

i-1 etters, returned h arewi th, - ( 1) 'II. C. Hodgkins to Wil Ham 

~ Bulloc~ Clark, April 17th, 1902; (2) William Bullock 
~ 

.j Clark to W. Hall Harris, April 19th, .1902; (3) Albert 

~ Ritchie to William Bullock Clark (copy) April 23rd, 1902. 

Your Committee, after conference with Dr. Clark, 
'i 

, received from him a let.,ter of date May 10th, 1902, herevrith 1 

' -

rettirned, and upon the twelfth.idem the President replied, 
I . . 

1 as pe:r copy also attached. On the sixteenth of the sa.'Ila 

month Your Committee received a letter addressed to the 

President of the Society and signed by Dr. Clark, the Com­

missioner on behalf of the State of Marylal'Lrt, and General 

I Latta, the Commissioner on behalf· of the State of Pennsyl­

vania, in the matter of the re-establishment of the Ma..~on 

and Dixon Boundary Line; this letter is also filed herewith 

and to it the President responded-on the same date, as 

shown by copy of his letter also attached. 

Your Committee thereafte~ made a contract with the 

Beaver Dam Marble Company,· under which there has been com­

pleted an exact replica in a dark shade· of Beaver Dam mar­

ble, not unlike the color of the original bourrla.ry stone, 

fl the ~kines upon the original stone, as well as the coats 

sf arms, being carefully copied: This replica has been 

J boxed and shipped, according to directions received. from 

I Captain Hodgkins of the U. S. Coast and G-eodetic Survey ! 
• ll ~ in charee of the work, to New Freedom, Pennsylvania, and 
I i 
J Your Committee has now from Captain Hodgkins an acknowl- I I edgment of the receipt of this replica which he states is i 
j reported to hihi as being satisfactory, and has extended to I 

i C2-ptain Hodgkins a proper recognition of his courtesy in I 
; the matter; this letter and copy of reply are also returned I 

I -2-

·' 
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i ~~1?G'f: 
t to you. 

I Your Co!11llittee sulrnits that inasmuch as the at-

! tached correspondence evidences the circumstances and au­

thority under which this original momzne~t is retained in 

the possession of The Maryland Historical Society, it is 
I 

advisable that this Report and said correspondence be pro-. 
1 perly preserved among the Archives ·of the Society in ca~e 

of future doubt or question, and it would suggest that 

some note be ma.de upon these pap~rs ref erring to the pro­

ceedings of the Society and the correspondence had with 

Mr. Burton at the time when this montBnent was originally 

placed in the possession of the Society. 

The cost of the replica a~d the expenses incident 

to its boxing and shipping have been fully discharged and 

the Society has incurred no responsibility in the premises. 

It will be interestL"'lg to the Council to be ad.vised 

that the exrunple set by this Society has apparently been 

followed by the Historical Society of the State of Pennsyl­

vania, ~nasmuch as that body has ordered from the Beaver 

Dam Marble Company a duplicate replica of the original 

Boundary Stone No. 50, but whether that Society has a.r­

rane;ed to exchange such replica for one of the original 

stones or purposas merely to preserve in its collection 

~ the replica itself, Your Cor.mittee is not advised • • 
( All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I \. '-:. . / 

f' . . ~~~.-

L~~l.;.,nL,.//yo2::) Special Com1 tee. 
---, I ~ ___ · "_j 
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