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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mllestone No. 53(56) marks Mason and leon's 53rd horizontal mile west of
the initial stone at the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning point of
their West Line. It is one of 12 monuments now marking the Baltimore/York
county boundary at miles intervals; is an original milestone of 1766 at its
oeriginal site preliminarily surveyed in 1765 and reset in 1902 at the time of the
1900~03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary.

The area here is rural, gently rolling farmland, égarsely settled. The
site is located about 1 mile due west of the center of the crossroads settlement
of 5tiltz; about 200' west of and downhill from Shaffer Mill Road; in the side
yard southwast of a vacant house, against a whitewashed east-west board fence
separating this property from the Millers to the south., It cannot be seen from
the road because of planting along the fence; but might be, some seasons.

The monument originally probably stoed about 3' above ground, but was
reset to stand about 1¥%' high at the time of the Resurvey in 1902. It now stand=

- about 1' above ground, is firmly set, in excellent condition, with all embellis. -

ments disbtinct, and only minor chipping along the top corners and edges. As
with all original Mason and Dixon milestenes,tni2U5asi@gd post 3bout e Eauswes
gquarried and carved in England, with a capital P V-cut into a circle panel on
the north side facing Pennsylvania and a capital M V-cut into a circle panel on
the south side facing Maryland; and with a low pyramidal top with a centered
apex. Though all surfaces are noticeably weathered, the fluting and margins on

the four sides are clear, as is the fluting on the L4-plane top.

(see Thematic Group NR nomination form for details of original Mason:and ﬁlxon
monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey method of resettlng them)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 1902) ﬂgﬁg@%@gﬁgﬂxﬁﬂ Charles Mason & Jeremiah Dixon

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
There are 24 original crownstones and 111 original milestones still standing

along Mason and Dixon's West Line, commonly known since Civil War times as the
Mason-Dixon Line, notable for its historical impact and innovative boundary

survey methods. Milestonesﬁg?igéfggs £§?§%§i%¥ %ﬁose, set in 1766 at a site
preliminarily surveyed in 1765, and reset more securely in 1§02 at the time of

the 1900~03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary. Individually, and

as one of 10 original milestones still marking the pfesent Baltimore/York county
boundary, it is also signifiéant locally as one of a diminishing number of cbjeats.

~and structures with an identifiable relationship to our coloniai heritage.

HISTORY AND SUPPGRT {see Thematic Group NR‘neminayibn form)‘
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APHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)
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EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _LeSs than one acre

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/A

UTH:  18.3470k4.439806 '

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE  Maryland COUNTY  Baltimore
STATE ‘Pennsylvania couNTY York
E§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE .
Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason & Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyor)
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust/Maryland Geological Survey 1/20/80 (site surveyed)
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE
14308 Mount Avenue 301/472-2128
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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