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II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

X....DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

2.LORIGfNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

A long, two-story, stone building with a gable roof, ridge on the 
long axis--the roof is standing-seam metal with three large metal 
ventilators along the ridge. No original fittings remain in the 
interior. The facade (SW elevation) is a balanced arrangement of 
nine bays, grouped in threes. The two end groups consist of a large 
entrance flanked by superimposed windows; the central group consists 
of windows. 

There is a stone-faced mill race to the northwest (up river) of the 
mill, which empties into the river. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



, .. ,·-"fl SIGNIFICANCE 
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_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 
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_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1868 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Gray's Mill, together with the stone mill race, stone house, and 
intervening building fragments, is a fragment of the once vast 
system of mills and factories which populated the Patapsco Valley 
in the early 19th century. The valley was one of the earliest 
industrial enclaves of Maryland, continuing to the present with 200 
years of industrial evolution behind it. 

In 1794, the Ellicott brothers, a quaker family primarily responsible 
for early industrial growth in this part of the valley, sold a mill 
site down river from their mills to Thomas Mendenhall for the con
struction of a paper mill. This was purchased by Edward Gray for 
Gray's Cotton Manufacturing Mill. It was destroyed by fire in 1820, 
rebuilt, destroyed by flood in 1868, rebuilt, and operated as a mill 
until about 1880. As late as 1915, the property (including at least 
9 stone houses) was in the possession of the Consolidated Gas, 
Electric Light and Power Company, which ran a generating station 
there in conjunction with Bloede's dam, upstream (cf. Bloede's Dam 
form, BA-1587), and later used as a substation. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Any disturbance of the remaining structures or ground should be 
preceded by an archeological investigation. The site, including 
the mill, mill race, house and intervening land, is probably 
eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Strong consideration should be given to a nomination, coupled with 
an archeological investigation. 

Beyond the academic/historical importance, both structures are 
interesting and basically sound. Consideration should be given 
to declaring excess, at least the house, and selling it for reuse. 
The DNR might also be interested in adapting both structures for 

.. rental, as business or residential property. 

Some kind of interpretation is called for on the site. 
add to the general Oella-Ellicott City context. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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