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ADDENDA 

In 1984 the Department of Natural Resources contracted 

with Joe Getty to conduct a follow-up survey of selected 

historic properties on DNR lands. DNR funded the field 

survey and photography but did not prepare finished copy. 

The attached photocopy pages were forwarded to the 

Maryland Historical Trust to supplement existing files. 

All original material and photographs remain in the possession 

of the Department of Natural Resources under the supervision 

of Ross Kimmel (x3771). 
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Patapsco State Park, Dept of Nat. Res. Inv. No. 135 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Joshua Sumwalt house (1) 
AND/OR COMMON 

Smith House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Hernwood Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Granite 
STATE 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

- VICINITY OF 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

X _BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

~PUBLIC XoccuP1ED 

_PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Maryland Department of Natural Resonrces 
STREET & NUMBER 

Taylor Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETc. Baltimore County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

Towson 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Ba 1 timor 2 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL x_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland 21401 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

M2nrl and 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



ID DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X...GoOD 

_FAlfl 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

...Z0RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is one-and-one-half stories, stucco over log or heavy timber 
frame, fine irregularly spaced bays on the entrance elevation with a 
shake ridge roof. Longitudinal (ridge) axis is north-south. A one
story addition is on the south, with the first bay flush with the 
larger part of the house; the remaining two bays are recessed for a 
porch, including the present entry. There is an unused door on the 
larger portion of the house. The north gable end contains secondary 
access on two levels. The steps to the upper door (a recent addition) ~ 
have been removed. Windows are primarily 6/6 double-~ung sash. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

x_ 1800- 1 899 

-1900-

_j,.RCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC 

_J,.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_j,.GRICULTURI; 

MRCHITECTURE 

_j,.RT 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

BA-1578 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Construction dates for the house are open, although this is probably 
the structure which appears on the 1877 Hopkins Atlas of Baltimore 
County as the "Josh a B. Sumwalt" residence. The neighboring Griggs 
house (BA- , DNR 136, Patapsco), a much larger and grander building, 
may also be that structure, and could have been built prior to 1877. 
The most reasonable explanation for the adjacency of the two structures 
is that the Smith house was the early homestead, the Griggs house 
an example of the upward mobility of the Sumwalt family. 

The present occupants are descendants of early owners of the property, 
and are convinced that the structure (in some form) dates from the 
late 18~h century. This has not been substantiated. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1877 Hopkins Atlas of Baltimore County 
1915 Bromley Atlas of Baltimore County 

CONTlNUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET IJ:' NECESSMY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

i •'· ' 

, I 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

John D. Hnedak, Historic Sites Survey Team Captain 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust 1978-79 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

21 State Circle 269-2438 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis MaryJand 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



BA-1578 
DRAFT- -JOS!IU,\ su:-.lWAL T HOUSE' Sf.II Tl! HOUSE 

The Sumwalt/Smith house is a one anJ three-quarters 

story structure with a two-room plan. It is a log building 

covere<l in German siding, it was remodeled in the early 

twentieth century and covered in stucco. The main facade faces 

south and has an entrance and four windows on the main story. 

The three-quarter story has three six-pane windows. On the west 

gable end is a one-story addition with an inset front porch. 

The house has a gable roof covered in wood shingles. The west 

gable end of the original structure .has a concrete block flue. 

From exarni n:-1 t ion of construction details, it appears that the 

house was huilt in the early to mid-ninctcc11th century. 

The Smith/Sumwalt house is located on the west side of 

Herfiwoocl Road, cipproximatcly one-quarter mile north of Old Court 

Road, nortlYh·cst of Granite in Baltimore County. The house sits 

at the end of a two-tenths mile dirt lane that runs behind the 

Nike Base on Henptwood Road. A short distance east of the house 

is the Grtggs House. These houses sit on a slight rise of the 

land in this gently rolling countr·yside. 

The Smith/Sumwalt house appears to have originally been 

a four-bay by one-bay, one and three-quarters story log structure 

covered in Germa11 siding. The entrance was in the second bay 

from the \\'est and had a small entrance porch. Six-over-six 

windows were in the three bays on the first story and six-pane 

Hindo\\·~; ._,.L:re located on the second story immediately above the 

windows on the first story. The remodeling that covered the 

exterior ir; stucco also added a ne\·{ window to the first story 
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of the main facade. This winJow is a six-over-six pane windn~ 

located between the two easternmost windows on the rn;-iin F:-ic3d~ 

of the first story. This window was to light an interior bathroom 

that was added to the house. Currently on the main facade is a 

one-bay shed roof covering the entrance. The windows anJ doors 

have plain frames with a rounded edge molding. The stucco runs 

right up to the edge-of the frames, except for the modern window 

which has a board frame around the stucco. The one-story addition 

on the west end of the house has a three-bay main facade of which 

two bays are inset to form a porch under the gable roof. There 

is a six-pane window in the easternmost bay of the addition and 

a door and a six-over-six window in the porch section. This 

addition served as a kitchen wing to the house. 

The east gable end has a si~ over-six window on each story. 

The west gable end of the main section has an extcrio~and concrete 

hlock chimney flue. The west gable end of the a<lJition has a 

single six-over-six window. The north facade of the house has 

a single window in the original section and a single window in the 

addition. The gable roof has a hox cornice on the main facade 

an exposell rafter ends on the north facade. The roof of the 

original section is covered in woo<l shingles. The roof of the 

adclition is covered in sheet metal. 

The interior of the structure is very plain with a boxed-

in st.airway on the rear wall of the west room of the original 

section. The south room has been rcp.:ntitionccl to form a new 

bothroorn. The west addition wvs u:-,cd :-is a kitchen. 



Draft--Joshua Sumwalt House, Smith House BA-1578 3 

Statement of Significance. 

The Srnith/Sumh'alt House shows the architccti.ITal character 

of early to mid-nineteenth century residential structures in 

this region. Although it has been exstensively remodeled> the 

massing, details, and floor plan illustrate the unelaborate designs 

of many~' central Maryland farmhouses. The structure was 

constructed of log covered in German siding. The one and three

quarters structure originally had three windows and an entrance 

on the first story with the second story containing six-pane 

windows located above the windows on the first story. 

A previous survey form on this property speculates that 

portio11s of this structure date late in the eighteenth century. 

The exposed areas on the interior do not show any evidence of 

a late eighteenth century structure as there is use of machine-

1n~<lc nails and no evidence of early hardware. The property 

appears on the 1877 Hopkins Atlas of Baltimore County as the 

Joshua B. Sumwalt residence. 
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BA-1578 
Survey No . ~~ ,.-,\"' 10 ,.,\ • 

Maryland . Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Jnventory Form 
~ 

1. Narne {indicate pref erred name) 

historic 

and'or common 

2. Location 

Maqi No . 

DOE _yes no 

a 0\1,\ [()\IA\ 'R0~~l:...._ __ -_-::__n_ot....:.f_o_r ..;..p_ub_l_ic_a_u_on __ 

city, town G ... ""'~ \.c.. _K vicinity of congressional district 

state t\ r~ ..... 1 a.....J . county • 

3. Classifmcaiion 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
_ district _A_ publlc _ occupied _ agriculture _ museum 
..L buildlng(s) _ private _25. unoccupied _ commercial _ park 
_ structure _ both _ work in progress _ educational _ private residence 

r"- slte Public Acquisition Accessible _ entertainment _ religious 
_ object _. - in prOCP.:.S -25_ yes: restricted _ government _ scientific 

_ bei119 cm1sldered _ yes: unrestricted _ industrial _ transportation 
__ not· applicable _ no _ milit.1ry _ other: 

4. Owner of Propertv (give names and IJ\8.ili.11g addresses of all owners) 

Nm_e~_____,~~~~ rLNJ~~J-~ __ ~_w ___________ ~--~--
street & number l ~\ ~\L_1h'< ~\J.~."li---------t_elcphone no.: 

city, town ,., .. ti.-·;~ \i .. state and zip code t1\) 
5. ~ ... oca·iion of Legal Descrip·iion 

courthouse, "'glst.y of d,..d., etc. '£,..1 '""" W/ l..._ \ \.....,_ 
atreP.t & number 

liber 

folio 

c11v. to·11n :b..;'"'" state n D 

title ~liL_ s .. \.~'------------------------------

d~posltory for survey tet.;oul.s 

city, town state tl.D 

t 
l. 



7. DescrSpiion 

Condition 
__ excellent 
~ _good 

_ __{_fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ rui~s 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
A unaltered 
Xaltered 

Check one 
L original site 
__ moved date of move 

BA 1578 

Survey No. f5!r- 1,;):~ 

·Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 



Period 
_· __ prehistoric 

---- -- 1400-1499 
-- 1500-1599 
-- 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_c_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specilic dates 

Survey No. e:;A 1')J1':, 

Areas oi Signiiicance-Check and justify b-e;ow 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ communi!y p!annir.g __ landscape archita-ct;jre __ reijgii;;n 
__ archeology-historic __ conservatior. __ law __ sci.;:ni:e 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature . __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ . music humanitarian 
-- commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy -- theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ trai:isportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

·check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary pcrragraph of significance and a general statement of histor~· and 
support. 

r 

i • 
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9. ~;t1ajor Bibliographical References Survey No.%) - 15 :zgr 

1 O. Geographical Daia 
Acreage of nominated property--------
Quadrangle name f;; I/ ,· c. 0 + -r c 1 r '1 Quadrangle scale t; l.- '-l " "' 0 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J·I I I I I I I I 
8W II 1! I I I I I 

Zone Easting Northing 

cLJ.j I I I I I I 
E l_i_J I I I I I 
GLi_j I I I I I I I 
Vt:rbal boundary descri·ption and justification 

Zone Easting 

D LJJI ..._.._I ~-:......1......1 
F LiJ -.I._ _._I _.__......._......_. 

H LiJ -' _I _ _.__._ 

.List all states and cmmi!P.5 for properties overlapping state or county boundaJ"ies 

state code county 

code county 

• 1. lf'orn-a f"'repared By ---
_na_m_el_ti_tl_e ___ ·:s;~,~~- 01f4-~>~r---------~--
_or-"'ga_n_iz_a_tio_n ___ Ue_~L•-w ~/ ,~~l~J -~~L~ date 

Northing 

code 

code 

I I 
I I 
I I I I 

~~&~~ ~~~_J_,_D_~--~---~_._t!_·1-------~-~-p_h_~_e __ ~_,_,_-_3_7_,_, ______ _ 

~•'::(t t-~ city or town state JlD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

retur:i. to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2741.i 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST D::P I -:?Z-~?? OfJ 
'Bfi-1s78' 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

Joshua Sumwalt house (? 
ANO/OR COMMOl'O 

Smith House 

~LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Hernwood Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Granite 
STATE 

lfilfcusSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

OWNERSHIP 
X PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

VICINITY OF 

COUNTY 

STATUS. PRESENT USE 

Xoccur1Eo _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL _PARK 

-
X _BUILDING(S} 

_STRUCTURE 

_;SITE 

_OBJECT 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL X.PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

ACCiESSIBLE 
J{vES:R£STRICTEO 

_YES: UN RES fRICTEO 

_NO 

-ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT _SCIE,..TlFIC 

_1,.;ouSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY _OTHER .~ 

1 

( ~OWNER <?PPROPERTY 
NAME 

..... _Maryl and Depax:..tmen:t-oL...NaturaJ Resrn.L.1 ..... :-c._...e..,s~-T-~lephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

.TavJ or Avenw~' 
CITY. TOWN 

'Annapolis - VICINITY OF 

li)LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COUA rHOUSE. 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland 21401 

Liber 4f: 
Folio #: 

REGISTRY OF DEEDs.nc Baltimore County Court House 
STAEET 8' NUMBER ·--------------------

.CITY. TOWN 

'I'owson 
STATE 

. Ef'i] ftEP._R_E-S£-~-J-"-f 1-.\.1-10N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
Maryland 

'•--

TITLE 

DAH 

OEPOSI TORY FOR 

SUfl'/EY RECOnos 

CITY TO'NN 

_FEDERAL _STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

ST.A.TE 



. .J£SCK!PTJ.ON _, 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

X..GOOO . _RUINS 

_ FAIA -1JNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTEAED 

CHECK ONE 

.X0RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DAT-· __ _ 

. This house is one-and-one-half stories I stucco over log or heavy t:imber 
frame, fine irregularly spaced bays on the entrance elevation with a 

. shake ridge roof. Longitudinal (ridge) axis is north-south. A one
story addition is on the south, with the first bay flush with the 
larger part of the house; the remaining two bays are recessed for a 
porch, including the present entry. There is an unused door on the 
larger portion of the house. The north gable end contains secondary 
access on two levels. ~he steps to the upper door (a recent addition) 
pave been removed. Windows are primarily 6/6 double-~1Ung sash. 

_ .... 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSAH~ 



~ PERIOD 

l _.... _PREHISTORIC 

~ ~o:, _1400-1499 

~ . _1500 1599 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEULUGY·PREHISTORtC 

_ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE; 

XARCHITECTURE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

__:CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_UTE RA TURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

-REllGlCt.; 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIA.UHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

~ 

' 

0 

_1600'.1699 

_1700-1799 

X.:. 1 aoo. 1 as9 

_1900-

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

· _COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-EDUCATION 

_ENGIN~ERING 

-EXPLORATIONlSETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POUTICStGOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

Construction dates for the house are open, although this is probably 
the structure which appears on the 1877 Hopkins Atlas of Baltimore 
County as the "Josh a B. Sumwalt" residence. The neighboring Griggs 
house (BA- , DNR 136, Patapsco), a much larger and grander building, 
may also be that structure, and could have been built prior to 1877. 
The most reasonable explanation for the adjacency of the two structures 
is that the Smith house was the early homestead, the Griggs house 
an example of the :.::.pward mobility of the Sumwalt family. 

The .present occupants are descendants of early owners of the property, 
and are convinced that the structure (in some form) dates from the 
late 18th century. This has not been substantiated. 

CONTINUE ON St;!'A.RA'l'E SHEET IF NECESSAHY 



~MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1877 Hopkins Atlas of BaltL~ore County 
1915 Bromley Atlas of Baltimore County 

CONTINUE ON SE~Al\ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

·_f£!GEOGRAPHiCAL DATA 
ACREAGE o;: NOMiNATEO PROPERTY _______ _ 

VEHl3AL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL 5 l'ATF.S AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUN fY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

COUNTY 

t.. ··---· 

~:1f]FORM PREPAUED BY 
NAME I TIH.E 

___ J_o_hn D. Hnedak, Historic Sites Survey Team Captain 
OflGANllA TION DATE 

__Jv1aryl and His t.o=:.:::.r..=i:.:::c:.z:a~l::.._;T:.:r:..u=s.;::t _____________ _::l::....9~7!..;8!:,.--£-:7:7::9:---------
srREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

21 State C irQ.ls> . .._ _________________ _,21o<.:6lo!.'1t..9-~2.;;:4.:.1.3~B._ _______ _ 
CITY O~ TOWN STATE 

~ii,lryJ and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplerne.(1t. 

The Survey a~d Inventory are being prepared for information 
and rar,-~ord purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RE'l1Ufffi ·ro: Maryland Historical 1'rust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

~ ..... 
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