
ADDENDA 

In 1984 the Department of Natural Resources contracted 

with Joe Getty to conduct a follow-up survey of selected 

historic properties on DNR lands. DNR funded the field 

survey and photography but did not prepare finished copy. 

The attached photocopy pages were forwarded to the 

Maryland Historical Trust to supplement existing files. 

All original material and photographs remain in the possession 

of the Department of Natural Resources under the supervision 

of Ross Kimme 1 (x3771). 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Griggs House 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Hernwood Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Granite 
STATE 

Maryland 

lfcLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 

KPUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

t VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

AUN OCCUPIED 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

XBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

-BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

..X:YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
STREET & NUMBER 

Taylor Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis - VICINITYOF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.-ETC. Baltimore County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Towson 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Baltimore 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

XPARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

STATE' zip code 
Maryland 21401 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

MaqrJ and 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_fAlfl 

X_DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XuNALTERED 

__ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_oRIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Griggs house is a two-story, gable-roof (ridge parallel to facade), 
stuccoed frame house--three bays on facade, entrance in the south 
bay--with central gable dormers front (east) and rear (west). 
Original sash was 6/6. 

There is a small pedimented porch at the entrance, a long hipped 
roof porch on the north, and a simple wooden cornice under the 
major eaves. Proportions and sparse detail are classical. Interior 
is a side-hall plan with simple Victori_an stair details. Most of 
the remaining woodwork appears to be late Federal/early Classical. 
Large double parlor doors on the first story are 8 panel, hinged 
rather than sliding. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



,1 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 URCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES before 1817 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
(See Smith House/Sumwalt House BA-1528, DNR-135 - Patapsco) 

This house probably illustrates an improvement in the condition of 
the homestead on which the neighboring Smith house was built. 
Characteristics of the house suggest a very early Victorian building 
date. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC-AL REFERENCES 

1877 Baltimore County Atlas 

CONTINUE ON SEJ,JAMTE SHEET .If NECESSAF.Y 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

. ; ::-.. ' , ,~· : \ '. -: ..... ~ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES·AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

John D. Hnedak, Historic Sites Survey Team Camtain 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

1978-79 
TELEPHONE 

269-2438 
STATE 

Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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DRAFT--GRIGGS IlOUSE 

• 
The Griggs ~-otise is a t\,·o-s tory: ~ th·~·cc ~bay° ~by tw~-~ bay frame 

structure on a stone foundation. The house has a gable roof with 

a single gable dormer. There is a one-story rear addition. The 
ttr-L-

key characteristics of the house -it.~ its Federal style use of 

details such as ·the symmetrical facade, the interior floor plan, 

and the window and mantel designs. From these details and 

construction techniques, the house appears to have been built 

in the mi<l-nineteenth century. Early twentieth century remodeling 

\"-. d i • f . wl 1nclu es t11e covering o exterior stucco. ... . 
The Griggs House is located on Her~wood Road, approximately 

one quarter mile north of Old Court Road, northwest of Granite, 

Baltimore County. The house is sited on a prominent slope in the 

gently ro}] ing countryside. A short di stance west of the house 

is the Smith/Sumwalt House. It appears that both houses were in 

the same family's ownership during the late nineteenth century. 

The Griggs House is a th'O- story, three- bay by two- bay 

frame structure on a stone foundation. The foundation is slightly 

elevated above ground level and has two-pane windows located on 

the south and west sides of the house. There is also an exterior 

foundation entrance on the west faca<le. The main facade of the 

house faces south anJ is ~yuuueLrically arranged with an entrance 
~ 

in the wr.;>st.ernrnost hay i:M six-over-six windows in the other bays 

of the first and second stories. The entrance has a one-bay
1 

one-st~iry porch with a pedimented roof. The door has four-panel 

trjn and a molded frame with a bead euge. The six-over-six win<lO\·JS 



---· 
Draft--Griggs House 2 

•· 
··--- -

are double hung sash with bead e<lge frames. There is a box cornice 

and a single pedimented gable dormer is located on the roof. The 

gable roof of the structure is covered in asphalt shingles. There 

is a brick chimney stack that rises on the northern side of the 

- gable roof. 

The west gable end has a single window in each story and 

a six-over-six sash window in the gable. The east gable end has 

two windows on each story and a six-over- six sash win<low in the 

gable. The east gable end also contains a full-length, one-story 

porch. 

The north end of th~ structure contains n one-story 

~ a<ldi ti on with a shed roof. This addition has a door and a window 

on both the east and west facades .. The north facade has two 

windows and :t.J~ an interior-end brick chimney. The north facade 

of the main section of the house has two windows on the second 

story. 

,,.,-

The building is constructed of a post and heam frame on 

a stone foundation. The interior walls are plastered and materials 

use<l included machine-sawn lathe an<l machine-made nails. The 

floors arc random w1dth wood floors supported on log joists. The 

exterior was originally covered in weatherboard siding but now 

contains stucco applied over chicken wire nailed to the weather-

board. Tlw foundation is constructed of cut-stone and the main 

porch ha'; Lngc granite steps. Tile interior has a side hall plan 

with two rooms jn the main section off the hall. The stair hall 

is quite Hide and contains a late nineteenth century ,{$newel post 



Draft--Griggs House 

•• '~ •. c .• 
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handrail nnd balusters. room of the original section 

is plainly designed with a baseboard, mol<le<l window frames, and 

a wide door between the front room an<l the parlor. The parlor 

contains a fireplace mantel and a built-in cupboard. The mantel 

has a molded shelf with a molded panel below it and unadorned 

pilasters. The room in the addition was used as a kitchen and 

has a pressed tin ceiling. 

Statement of Significance. 

The Griggs House shows the application of Federal style 

architecturaJ characteristics to regional farmhouse construction 

in the Maryland Piedmont. The hot1se is symmetrical facade, porch 

details, rnom plan, and wood ornamentation display characteristics 

~ frequently found in urban Federal dcsi gn. However, the structure 
·'\ 

has been cx,tcnsively remodeled and later vandalized. Remodeling 
~-

has included the addition of a late nineteenth century stairway 

and the exterior covering in stucco. Vandalizisrn has accounted 

for the breakup of the interior architectural fabric of the 

structure including the removal of the rnante~piece on the ...... 

second story and of several window frames. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic 

andlor common &"~ l\ t\ S \-\a u~e.., 
-0 C) 

2. Location 

Category 
_ district 
..K" bulldlng(s) 
_ structure 

r-.:-- alte 
r _ objact 

Owoi,r:1hi1• 
~ public 
_ private 
_ both 
Publi'; .'\ctfui~ition 
_ In pror.ess 
- · IJelng consh.lered 
_uot appl lcable 

Status 
_ occupied 
~..C unoccupied 

_ work In progress 
Accessible 
-)Lyes: rcstrictPd 
_ yes: unre~trlcted 
_no 

Surv.ey No . BA-15 79 

Ma<Ji t.:o. 

OOE _ye s no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ _ government 
_ lmJustrial 
_ n1llltary 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

4. OtiYner of Property (give names and mailing addres s es of all own~rs) 

city, town 

name Jl~.,A-....l ./ N.LJ _~_cuJlU _____ _ 

street & number .S~ S\._A..._k_~~~·_,t. _ _ ~~\.,.,.J._A....,.~-------te_l_e_p_ho_ne no . : 1& ~ -~771 
A=." ~\;~ state and zip co~e .J\\)_~J~lf_C_,I._... ____ _ 

5. Location cr1 Legal Descrifbtion 

courthciuse, registry or deeds, etc. 1,J.~no\.£ Gu...,~ ~1~ li.ber 

street & number folio 

city, town state J\Q 

6. Representation in E!tisting Historical surveys 

_m_ie _______ \)JJ t <:,~~'~"\---------------------------
ate Jcp~ .:.Jj_ _ federal i ~tale _ county _ loca) 

depo:tllory for survey recor!:ls \)ifi....-W J ~} i;.1\ 11-.r J 1¥vs~•"' l'--1 

city, town {1,,"~t~ state )1 \) 
. . ~- .,..,. . . 



7. Description 

Condition 
~excellent 

_good 
__ fair 

Check one 
k deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ ruins _)(._ altered 
__ unexposed 

Chee'!:;. one 
--,.2{. original site 
__ moved date of move 

Prepare both a sunrruary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 
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a. Significance Survey No. (/;>A- I fJ 7Cj 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 140Q-1499 
-- 1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_· 1700-1799 
k 1800-1899 
__ 1900-

Specific dales 

Areas of Signiiicance-Cheek and justify below 
-- archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ relioion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation -- law __ sci;nce 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
.x architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 

__ art __ engine~ring -- music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry · __ politicsJgovernment __ - transportation 

__ invention -- other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and-/ or 

·Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state· local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significa.~ce and a gen~ral statement of history and 
support. 

. ..__ ____ _,__ _____________________ ,,_~~~-~~~----- - ----------------------



9. fJ1ajor Bibliographical References 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ---------
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

"LLJ I 1 I I 
Zone Easting 

sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

I I I I I I 
Northing 

cLLJl_l.__._, ____ I ~I_._._~ ........... oLJJ I I I I 
E Li_J I I II - ~--__.__.- F LU I j I I 
G L_i__l I I I I..__.._~--- HLi_j I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

date \jm;<.-~.i.' lcti __ :i _____ _ 

telephone ~l.'i - 3 T1 I 

state f\O 

The Maryl:rnd Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the }1aryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 

·Code of tfaryland, Article 41, Section 131 K..A., 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
recocd purposes only and do not constitute any infrineement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2748 
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