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Wickcliffe is a spectacular rendition of a late medieval English house, 
as large as many of its prototypes. It is now used as a school 
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WICKCLIFFE is a large and carefully-designed replica of 
a.late medieval English house, a transitional period when many 
vestiges were retained of the earlier fortifications yet one which 
·allowed the use of many windows. WICKCLIFFE was designed by Wil
son L. Smith, a Baltimore architect, and built about 1912. 

The picturesque and irregular structure is of rubble 
stone with cast-stone trim. Basically expressed as two storeys 

< most of the polygonal towers rise three storeys and an attic storey 
under the steep roof over the entire structure is masked by a crene
lated parapet. The principal entrance facade is the north and the 
south facade faces the valley, a vista heavily enclosed by the 
wooded slopes. A crenelated porte-cochere shelters the principal 
entrance, more or less centered in the north facade and a great 
mullioned window rises above it, flanked by narrow polygonal crene
lated towers. A major wing extends north from the east end, the 

) 

inside corner marked by a secondary entrance in a low polygonal ) 
· tower and a broad polygonal tower rises in two stages high above ,. 

,_.._ the turn toward the outside corner. The openings in the porte
cochere and doors are four-centered and they are embellished with 
cast-stone heraldic ornament and label lintels. Windows generally 
are paired or grouped in larger units with cast-stone mullions; 
glazing is rectangular set in lead c~es. The many chimneys which 
rise above the roof have separately-expressed flues in ornamental 
terra-cotta of varying patterns. 

The principal stair rises above the entrance, the great 
mullioned window lighting the landing and halls of both storeys. 
The principal rooms of the first storey have wall paneling, doors, 
ceilings, mantels, lighting fixtures and other details carefully 
designed and authentically detailed in the Tudor period. The de
tails of each room are slightly different. A Great Hall is centered 
south of the entrance and staircase. The Dining Room, now adapted 
as a Chapel, is to the east and a Library is to the west. Farther 
to the west is a Game and Trophy Room with exposed stone walls. A 
small Breakfast Room is immediately west of the staircase. 

The northeast wing is the Service Wing where details are 
of the simplest types characteristic of the early twentieth century 
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The second storey detailing is much simpler than the fir&, 
recalling the very late eighteenth and very early nineteenth cen
tury, as though the late medieval house had been modernized in that 
period. The Tudor detailing is only in the stair hall. 

In the basement, which extends beneath the entire house, 
were wine cellars, the laundry and other service features; these 
spaces have been adapted as the school cafeteria, shops, etc. 

A small formal walled garden is at the west end of the 
house and the southerly slope is developed in a series of falls 
and terraces with formal plantings. A stone garage is east of the 
service wing, its doors within four-centered arches; its other de
tailing recalls that of the house. The property is very success
~.!1lly adapted as a school • 
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7:,1112 WICKCLIFFE is a spectacular rend. t. al ;imore and b':1il t about 
}',:Bnglish house, as large as man 

0 
. i ion ° a late medieval 

. ;~e~terior detailing, the correci d!t 1 ~~. prot~tY.pes • . Iti;> correct 
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i. 
1 \i - For over 130 years, private schools have found a receptive 

~I. 1 climate in the Green Spring Valley. Historically, the area sponsored 
I ( one private school at a time. Since most were operated by the rectors 

of St. Thomas' Episcopal Churah, each change in clergy resulted in the 
establishment of another "new" school. Today the area has a number of 
private schools co-existing together, several of which have continued 
the tradition of being church-affiliated institutions. 

One example is the Maryvale School which came to the Green Spring 
Valley in the mid twentieth century. The Baltimore Province of the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur purchased in 1945, Wickcliffe, the 
private home of DR. and Mzs. Walter F. Wickes located at the north
eastern end of the Valley. On this lgo acres, the Catholic organization 
established a school for the education of young girls and boys from 
pre-primary through eigth grade. The preparatory school for Trinity 
College was for girls of high school age. 
· The property, once part of the 'istoric Brootlandwood estate, had 
been purchased by Dr, Wickes in 1912. He hired the Baltimore architect 
Wilson L. Smith, to build him a stone residence modeled after Warwick 
CasDle in England. Compllted in 1916, it took two years to finish at 
the cost of over $200,000 • The house attracted a great deal of interest 
at the time, both because of its Tudor-style architecture and because 
it was reportedly the "largest private residence in this part of the 5 Countty" at that time. The entrance hall itself measured 32 x 44 feet. 

As with any home geing converted into a new use, Wickcliffe under~ 
went some alterations for its new function as a private school. On the 
first fioor, the former breakfast room was adapted into a dining room for 

,,.--.. students; today it is used by the 6aculty. Originally the numerous 
, (. rooms were utilized as classrooms.· 

Despite its size, it was soon evident that the castle had inherent 
inadequacies in meeting educational needs. Thus a modern building was 
added to the campus which provided more classroom space, 7a chemistry 
laboratory and lecture.room and a auditorium- gymnasillID.. 
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Footnotes 

1 
For a more detailed accounting of schools in the Green 

Spring Valley, see Velume One, Chapter Seven "Education" in 
Dawn F. Thomas and Robert W • .Barnes, ~ ~ Spring Valley: 
Its History and_Httritage, 2 vols. (Baltimore: Maryland 
Historical Society, 1978). 

2 
Baltimore County Land Records (8CLR), Liser. 5098, fol. 248 

Towson Court House, Towson, Maryland; "Maryvale-Maryland's 
Warwick Castle, .. Baltimore ~' 9 May 1959. 

3 
8CLR, Liber WPCr:.t£06 fol. 2l$fi., Towson. 

"New Home in Valley," Baltimore American, 21 Octo9er 1913; 
"To Build In Valley," Baltimore American, 25 Septemeer 1915. 

5 
"Maryvale-Maryland's Warwick Castle. 0 

6 
Iuid.; "Maryvale," mimeographed article (c. J.975) on the 

school made availaele ~y Sister Rita McLaughlin, principal. 

7 
See note s. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

• ~ < ~-~,;., ·;'':' 

,:~~'f.;-!:ff).~ 
"' ';~..,;:~;/ : \. T 
,.:_,,,, rt~> 

PS· 1108 



. . . 

-· 
~ 

~-· ... ~-
. ; 
.. r: 





BA 1602 
Wickcliffe 
Maryvale 

School 
Valley Rd. 
JTW 
8-21-79 
Md. Hist. TI 
f'rom NW 


