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Nellie Diggs' House . 

~ 411 Green Spring Valle~ Road 
Garrison, Maryland 210)5 
uri vate-home 
,!; 

Late 1800's 

'I1his building is a Gothic-revival style house placed in the late 
nineteenth century. It is a part of the Chattolanee communuty which 
is reputed to be one of the oldest Black communities in the county. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Nellie Diggs House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

411 Green Spring Valley Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Garrison 
STAW;-, 

~'JJ,LJ 

VICINITY OF 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC &ccUPIED 

'.)(.BUILDING(S) ~RIVA TE -UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

/-, _SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

~rs. Nellie Diggs 
STREET & NUMBER 

411 Green Spring '/alley Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Garrison _ v1c1N1TY0F 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. County Courts Building 
STREET & NUMBER 

401 Bosley Ave 
CITY. TOWN 

I'owson 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Second 
COUNTY 

Baltimore 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL bRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #:J6J-0219 

STATE I zip code 
MD 21055 

Liber # :5314 
:e'olio # :86 

STATE 

i\'iD 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 
r···--~~D~E=Po~S~IT~o=RY~F~O~R~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

SU RV EY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



-
II DESCRIPTION 

. ~ 

~XCELLENT 
-GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XuNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

DIGGS HOUSE 

Description 

The DIGGS HOUSE is a two storey frame house dating from 
the late nineteenth century. With its west facade closely oriented 
to the road, a steep gable punctuates the roof, accenting the 
principal entrance centered below in the first storey. Two 2/2 
windows are on either side of the entrance and four similar Win
dows are evenly spaced in the second storey. A one-storey hipped
roof porch shelters the principal front. A two storey kitchen 
wing extends one long bay behind the south end. The gabled roofs 
rise above Wide eave and rake overhangs, the latter with bold 
eave returns. 

The interior of this house was not .inspected. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

('PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW -5CIENCE 

_1500-1599 -AGRICULTUR~ -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

-1690-1699 

_1700-1799 

}.( 1800-1899 

_1900. 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

-EDUCATION -MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

AEXPLORATION!SETTLEM ENT -PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

II 

Significan~e 

Dating from the late nineteenth century, the DIGGS 
HOUSE is a traditional house, the steep gable in the front roof 
slope placing this house in the Gothic-revival style. 

Nellie Jones Diggs now has sole possession of the small house 
although at various times numerous relatives have shared interest 

in the property.Mrs. Diggs inherited these rights from her fahter · 

rhomas H. Jones. 1 

On April 7, 1911 Stewart H. Brown and wife conveyed the lot with 
buildings to Mrs. Diggs' parents J'homas H. and Ella B. Jones for 
$1650. 2 Brown, in turn, was deeded this property for $225 by the 
Green Spring Methodist Church in 1903.Jrhe church and its property 
had been presented to the Black residents by Charles Stewart 

Morton in 1872. 4 

/ 
/ 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Nellie Diggs' House Footnotes i 

1. Baltimore County Land Records (:SCLH), Liber 5314 fol. 86 and Liber 
3340 fol. 446, rowson Court House, rowson, Maryland. 

2. Ibid., Liber 377, fol. 330. 

3. Ibiq_., Liber ilfPC 286, fol. 505. 

4. J. l'homas Scharf, I-HJ>_~_orx__gf_~al_!_~F~<?}:'_§_ Ci!X g;nd Q2~nty, 2 vols. 
(1881; reprint ed., Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1971),2:841. 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Located on Green Spring !alley Road 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

James ifil"ollon Jr. , A. I. A/ Louise Wharton Pistell, Research Histerian 
ORGANl.('.A,TION • 
va~~eys Plannin~ Council 

DATE 

?-:l0-80 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

212 ~ashington Ave 828-7807 
CITY OR TOWN 

'I1owson 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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Nellie Diggs House 
f r. s.w. 
L. Eaton 4/80 
Md . Hist . Trust 


