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Gies' Shoe Shop 

Reisterstown, Marylan:l 

Private Access 

One of the oldest half-dozen houses in Reisterstown, and one of the most 

picturesque in the state, 143 MAIN STREET was built in at least three periods, 

the first possibly in the late eighteenth century, the last early in the 

nineteenth. The earliest part is of log construction, once the most common 

form of construction, now the rarest to survive; this example is particularly 

rare because of its two storey height. 
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B DESCRIPTION 
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lO..ORIGINAL SITE _EXCELLENT 

X_GOOD 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

K..UNALTERED 

__ALTERED _MOVED DATE ___ _ 

_ FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

''14'2: "'AI'T S"'R~-i:'""' . - • ... t t 1 " • _.; ,., 11 L ,.,.,J. ll:'l o pie 1,,Ure.!'!que wo ~ orey _og & nd fr-ame etructur(" , 
facing weet, clo~ely oriented to the 8treet, with a ehed-roofed frame ~ddition 
or "lean-to" acrose ite entire eaet or re&r f&cade, ite roof being a continu
ation of the main roof. The log ~ection (the earlieet eection, the t~o 
8outherly baye) mea~ure~ approximPtely 16 by 20 feet; the top loge ov it~ 
~a~t and weet ~&lle extend beyond ite north wall (which ie Aleo of log con
etruction) to become the top wsll pl&tee of the frame northerly eection, one 
bay in length, meaeuring appr~xi~ately 12t by 16 feet. The lean-to ie approxi
mately 12 feet deep. The eerlieet section of thie houee poseibly* d&tee from 
the late eighteenth century. Jther eectione all date from the early nin("
teenth. The two rear cornere ere vieible in the ~tic o~ the le~n-to; the lo~e 
at the cornerg &re untrimmed suggeeting primitive con~tructin or con~truction 
not intend~~ to be ~e~n. The continuou~ top log (ton ~~11 ul~t!") of the north 
addition 'ri'-'Y be ,.xplained in <>t le<!'::t tv.o ,;y~:- '.l) th!" "'.:.op-lo" o" t;,.,. orif;inal 
log hc_3~ -;cs be.~OV;-1 ~.r_,5 :~~_t:Jlcc~O- \vit}1 c :o~-~:i.· log v;·h~:~~ ~1-:~ .t"'rb-.ii~,5 !'1crt!~ 

&~ditc~ ~rs ~uilt, ~n obvicue ~ay to tie the cadition to the origin~l ~tru.turP; 
or (2) the log house ~ae but one ntorey originally &nd it ~a~ rai~ ... d to two 
etoreye, contin~ing with log conetruction, ~hen the rrEme north addition ~~e 
built; and perhape the lean-to wae added at the es~e ti~~, hePc~ tne untrim~ed 
cornere in the eecond storey of the log ~tructure. The rs•tere of the two 
portione of the front etructure are elightly different; ~bove the log ~!"cttic 
they are of hewn cheetnut; the r&fter~ above the frame north addition are of 
elim loge. ~11 are joined at the ridge with pegged mortie~-~nd-tenon. The 
difference in r&ftere ie expected in either conjecture, aeeuwing that in con
jecture (2) the original r~ftere were reu~ed nn the rei~ed wall~. Ra~tere 
of the lean-to are oleo of ~Jim loge, half-lapped over the ende o~ the eecond 
storey ceiling joiete. All framing wood in th~ entire etructur~ ~ppecre to 
be cheetnut. 

h etuccoed brick chi~ney rieee through the msin roof ridge, in~ide 
(immediately eouth nf) the origin~] log north ~all. Another- ~ide chimney 0¥ 
eimilar conetruction, rieee through the ehed roof of the leen-to, immediately 
eaet of the ~ir~t chimney. 

Firet etorey Wblle are covered ~ith 3er~~n eidin~ snd ~econd storey ~:J]e 
are covered with ~ood ehingles. On the •eet or ~tre-t-front ¥ac~ae, the ~iret 
etorey ie expreeeed ~e four baye, probsbly ~ J2te alterBtion. ~ emal} di~play 
windo~ ie centered in the eoutherly e~ction 2nd door i~ to it~ ~0uth. A 6/6 
wir.dow with louvered bl.i!lde ia in thl" northerly baye, tl"neath the wi:1rlm'· abov .. 
.snd unother door ie to it~ south. Thre!' equc;lly-~pa.cec; 6,/6 i''indowe 1"'.l:;r~ tl:e 
thre~ baye in the second etorey. A very lo~ door 0¥ V!"rtical beEded ~o6rde 
ie in the northerly bo.y of" the eaet or r<'er f8cade .:: nd a 6/6 winriow and another 
door &re in the middie and eoutherly baye re~pecti7ely. ~ost exterior fin
ishee, ietaile and trim date from the very J~te ~inetePnth century or~l"arly 

twentieth century. 

In the firet storey, a eingle room ie in eact section of the front ~rt 
8nd the lean-to i~ divided at the chimney into two roomB. ~lJ wall~ of the 
log eection and the lean-ta are finished with modern plywood paneling and 
fireplacee are covered. The front room of the frame north 8~rlition iB plsinly 
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local h'1sto"y 

"143 !-IP.IX .STREET iis among the half-dozen oldeet etructuree gtanding in 
Reieter1Stown. Its log con15tfuction---once the meet common form of conetruction-
is extremely rare: rarer !Still ie ite two etorey log form. ~ith it.!! rear l~an-to 
&nd low etorey height.!!, thie ie the:'mo~t_pictureeque house of Reieter~town•~ 
ancient etructuree. Built in leaet three b&~ic sectione, 143 illuetrates 
perfectly and clearly the gro~th of a baeic istructure 2e neerl~ ~~ma~ded and 
~is financeis alJowed; all ad~itione were of traditional materi~l~, £eepecting 
and beir.': Jimited by the m-1ture c;r,r. ~izf" of the original eection." 

Since thie etructure can (po8eibly) be identified on th~ 1798 Ferleral 
Direct 'I'a.x Recorde, it i8 an nextremely ro're ~tructur~.'' 

1rone o: the oldest ho.lf-dozen hou1Sef! in Reil!tPretown, e<nd one of the most 
picture8qut" in the state, 143 ;-:Arr S~R:;;r:T wae built in at lea et three period~, 
the first poeeibly in the lbte eighteenth century, the laet early in the 
nineteenth. The earlieet p<;rt of of log con8truction, once the moet common 
form of COY11Struction, now the rareet to

2
.!lurvive; thie example. ie particularly 

rare oecau15e of it3 t\':o stor"y height." 

Detailed Hietorv: 

143 X~I~ STREET, located on the t'"&ist eide of M&in Street (U.S. 140-
Rii.!!teretown Road), ie placed slmoet on the eu<lden curve in the reed 5nd 
acroee the street from the preeent Fr&nklin Junior High School. For over a 
hundred yeare the building !Served as D combination ehot" ehop and r~eidence. 

It is part nf what has been called one 6f the,firet planned towne,3 
being the third lot of the original 40-acre Spring ·Jarden trc~ct patl'!ntt"d in 
1731 by Duncan Coleman and hie wife Sarah (Dunkin Goal:ntn in the P"' tent), who 
received it from '.::ho.rles :::al vert, fifth iorci Be; 1 timore. , Golem;:,n held the 
property for only two ye&re; for the next thirty yea re the property paeeed 
t?lrough ~ev .. r<= l h:.:.nd5' US Uc lly JJ nd spe cuL tor:3' COiiii:'lf" in 1767 to L"t'" r:c vert"nc' 
3<::necic7. ,, c·p~! (pror:..:;unccc ~;- oo:µ), ;'"' lutnf'!rc·~1. mL"_;___s:_,,,~-. Swore t'.:en proceed·--c1 to 
part~vion th~ first fi~e late on:the e&et ~ide of the Conew&go road, e ch half 
'-'n acre, which were adjacent to Rei15ter 1 15 :LJel":ire. To "~weetenr 1 the s& le, it i~ 
eaid that de~ds were not given until houeeis were con15tructed, "Reverend Svope's 
iDdUCeHlent.":;> o;e CDU OUly guese When the log portion Of the prel":ent houee Wae 

.l t--or that there may J.121.ve been a cruder houee built then that later w~e 
taken down thd the preeent houee a ~eplacement.) 

The next owner became Bc.rnet Holtzinger, ? black1Smith, who, in J?.te 177.: 
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Gies • Shoe Shop 
Reieterstown, Maryland 

7. Description ( continued) 

'BA ·1'3 
Cont1maati on Sheet 1 

finished with plaster and pl ain beaded architecture . The tools and 
furnishings of an early shoemaker rem81n in situ in the north room . 
The door between the north room and its lean-to , and the door to the 
staircase, have six partially raised panels , with plain stiles end 
and rai.ls. 

J:.. st:raight enclosed stair rises from the lean-to , but within· the 
log section, immediately east of the chimney . The log section is divided 
into two rooms , the northerly having the stair and the small hall sub
tracted from it; the north addition is a single room . A small bathroom 
is at the north end of the lean- to , in its attic , and the remainder of 
that attic is unfinished . All windows in the log anrt frame sections 
are simil~rly trimmed with a rchitrace with backba• d , the lstter E cyma 
reversa-with astrigal . Doors are of beaded vertical boards , hung on cast
iron hinges . 

Interior walls and ceilings •f the second storey are plastered but 
the ceiling joists were whitewashed , indicating their original exposure . 
Attic floor boards are secured with cut nails . Occasional wrought nails 
are observed in the sides of rafters , as hanging hooks . " 

**This structure unfortunately cannot 
Direct Tax records , very likely since 
at the time a r.d therefore was exempt . 

,..-.. at the time of the tax , was taxed for 
but this one cannot be identified . 

be identiried in the 1798 Federal 
it was valued at less than SlOO 

Bower , the owner of the buildi ng 
other buildings on other property , 



Gies' Shoe Shop 
Reisterstown, Mar;rlam 

~· Sigaifica~ce--co•tiaued. 
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~ought 115 •cree plus other acre•ge,6 of Spri~g Garden aad the• began to 
sell of! piecee of this l•ad. What later became 143 Maia Street W8.!!! bought 
by Philip Weaver, i• Auguet 1770, accordi•g to the records more thaa si 

year before the date of Holtziager'e deed.7 (Oae can conjecture that 
Holtziager did ~ot get the fiaal deed uatil he had paid all of the money 
!or hie large purchase.) However, \Ilea ver bought oaly 3/l~ of aa a ere. 
It ie a bit coa:fused here, because ••other buy.-r, Abraham Ho•evert, "late 
of the couAty of York i• the priviace of Peawa but of the city of New YorkT 
bought "O•e fourth acre ••d hal r a quarter acre" adjace"t to the Me dairy 
property .8 Whatevt'lr happeaed to thie property haie to be gu,.ee~rl. Som,..how, 
Daaiel Bo~er muet have accumul~ted lt. (Honevert may h•ve had Tory lea•lage; 
i f eo, then hie property may have been conflecated after the BevoJution. 
Tr.:s idea wae advaaced by Mre. Mark.e i• a pho•e coavers•tioa Ol\ JuJte 29, 1978. 
In the recorde Ho•evert •ever appeare •e havi•g sold the prop~rty or h•vl•g 
coaveyed it i• aay other way; he just dieappe~re.) Weaver, though, bought 
hie 3/4 acre for four pou•de ''curre• t moaey," eelli•g it just thr"~ yf!are 
later to Bower for fifty pounds, i•dic•tiag th•t Vftry likely ther~ wae a 
buildiag o• the l••d by th• t time, though •ot •• eep'9ci•lly eubet~ 11ti• l 
buildiag; With the worth Of the pouad beiAg at about 52.56 i• 1eo3~ th~ 
buildi•g would have bee• aot much over • huadred dollar.e eve• the•, cert•i•ly 
•ot a tax-worthy buildiag. At the time or the 1798 aaeeeemeat, Eower must 
have had the property, with Berrymaa ae occupaat, poeeibly, but the buildi•g 
waa aot described, evide•tly aot be1ag of eufficieat value.9 

_...., Though theee firet years o! 14.J Mai• Streftt are uacle•r, from 1803 oa 
the trail of owaerehip ie very clear. I• that ye•r, Willi~m Berrymaa f:i•aJly 
boug~t the property,10 addiag to it coatiguoue scre•ge he •ccumul•ted through 
purehaees made i• later yeare, o•e o! which appears to be the pre.seat 147 Maia 
Street. Thea, ia 1818, Berrym•• eold the four-acre property to Joh• Tolley 
Worthiugtoa, who had exte~eive l••dholdi~ge ia the are•, for !500;11 
Worthi•gto• held thie property !or ni•e years, probably reating it, ••d 
then eold o•e half-acre or wh• t he had bought from Berry1H a to "William 
Freeh, 11 • e he w~s aamed i• the deed, 12 though hie aame ?J& e ru lly Fru~b. 
Worthi•gtoa got 5400 for thie oae-eighth part of Berrymaa•e four acre~, a 
sizable profit, o•e could eay. The •ext y~•r, 1828, Frueh (Freeh) added •• 
adjace•t half acre, payi•g S200 thie time;l3 the houee very likely wae oa 
the !ir!!L halt acre. 

At thie . poi•t the future 143 Maia Street evide•tly became • !i••Bcial 
problem !or the aext buyer, Nimrod Ch•pm•• ••d hie wife, who bought the 
acre property from Frueh i• 1835, with Frueh holdi•g th~ mortg•ge.14 Chapmaa 
appareatly could not get • loaa 1• time, ~•d the mortgage was tr••~ferred 
back to Frueh oa September 21, 1835.15 However, three daye l•ter, o• September 
24, 1835, Ch~pmaa maaaged to redeem the prop~rty by ogt~i•i•g a mortgage from 
Richard Johas, Joh• Tolley Worthi•gto•'e soa-ia-law.lb ~•d the• maaaged to 
hold the property somehow for twelve yea1e before 9gaia encouateri•~ "i~~i
cultiee. This time, i• 1847, Frueh regaiaed the property, beiag eppoi•t•d 
permaae•t truetee for Ch•pmaa, who was declared "•• iaeolveat d~btor. 11 lf 
The mortgage was passed oa to Joh• T. Jobae, Riclll'rd Joh•"'' isoa aad aame
eake of hie gra:ndfather, Joh.• Tolley Worthiagto•. It ca.a be reaeoaably 

r- aseumed that Cha pm•• wae :aot ever abl.e l.o recover !iausci:- l...,; , •ot eiaough 
at leaEt to reclaim thi5 proper~y, eo thaL Joh•a, who, like hie ot~er m;le 
relatives, was a buyer a•d seller of l••d, got this •pp~rea 1 ly decrepit 
property oft hie h••ds b~ le•eiag it for S40.50 ••aua-1.ly to Joh:a Gi"~ (Sr.), 
giviag a 99-year leaee.18l1Giee ope•ed a shoe shop there, a type of buei•es~ 
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8. Si~•itica•ce--coati•ued (2) 

~+hat wae to be located there uatil the prese•t ow•ere obtai•ed th~ property 
i• 1966. Giee wae to "thoroughly repair the dwelli•g houe~ a•d the build
i•gs oa the lot herei• c•lled the first lot, expeadi•g oa the e•id te•c~e 
aad ~epaire at least the sum of three huadred dollars &ll before the expirI

9 •tio• or the eecoad year•• of the lease. It was to be kept i• good reps.ir. 
Giee quite evideatly fulfilled hie part of the lease, for he coatiaued to 
hold the lease uatil he paeeed it oa to hie eoa, Joh• Gies, Jr., ia 1870, 
with the eame terms he had had,20 S40.50 a year due oa April 1. Chrietiaa 
Gies, the third ge•eratioa or this family to hold the property, the• took 
over the houee ••d lote i• late 1875, srter hie father's death Rad hie 
mother's removal to La•c•eter Cop•ty, Peaaeylvaaia, coatiaui•g the shoe 
ebop.2r The• for over thirty ye•re Christi•• Gies occupied the houee aad 
co•ducted his busi•eee, beiag active in tow• affaire, ae well 8e i• the 
affairs of the •••r}y Luther•• Church. 

However, oa Christi•• Gies' d~•th, the property peeeed to other heads. 
Hie so•, Lewie Gies, as Truete,., sold th~ scrt'I property to Walter B. GoorJw1a, 
after Circuit Court proceediage ag•i•et ~ Catheri•e E. Grogg, ~-~l., 
poeeibly bJ.yere who bad backed out o! • eale or maybe tea8ate ~ho h~d to be 
r~moved from t'he houee. (Duri•g thie period "'hat the house '«'111'5 ustd for ca•
aot be k•ow• ~+.h aay accuracy.) ~oodwi• bought the prop~rty ror Sl600 11t 
private sale, ?4-o• August 10,1908, ••d held the property !or oaly a few years. 
Joseph ••d Mary Truada aad He•ry a•d Mary Stehlik (poeeibli a brother of 
Mrs. Truada) the• bought the property for a quoted S5.00.23 At this poiat 
the property w•e still aa acre 1• eize, two regul•r hsJf-•cre lots, but a 
year later, 1• Juae 1913, the property wae divid8d, with both owaere mysteri
ously getti•g hal! o! the property, e•ch ll/16th or•• acre. The Truadae 
got the 11/16 part wifh the house. I• dividiag the property the Tru•d•e 
Q•d the Stehlike used Fra•k J. Pi•t•er as the "straw buyer, 11 ~4 sgai• for 
tha.t s5.oo "••d other good a:ad valuablft coasider•tioae. 11 Piataer the• tteld" 
the eplit property back to the Truad•e,25 aad aleo to th@ Stfthllks. The•." 
uatil hie death i• Ja•u•ry 1966, Joseph Truadfi occupied 143 M111i• Street , 
coatiauiag this locatio• ae a shoe shop, a bueiaees that wae co•ducted 
there ror more thaa a huadred yea.re, though possibly •ot coati•uously, P-S 

me•tinaed e:...rlier. Ths property aad t11e houee, which had 'o>r: ... a kei1t. l• 
reasoJll.., ble l epa.ir, wae i•hu·i ted by Tru•d• • s so• Aloie ( louie) Truada, 26 
eiace Y.ary Tru•d• had predeceased her huebaad. Tht prese•t owaers, a ~ 
law ••d realty firm, Steuart, Eusor aad Smith bought the property later r 

that year27 ••d have ei•ce had • moder• brick office buildi•g erected st 
the rear or the older buildiag, ret•i•i•g it ••d its ehoe shop for ite 
picturesqueaeee ••d its roots i• Reieterstowa h1etory. 

Footaotee: 
1Jamee Thomae Wollo•, Jr., A.I.A. Architect•e Report, 2 Decemb~r 1977. 
2Ibid. 
3~iaa Bayly Mark~. Reieter'e Desire: The Origia of R1ieteretowa, 

Maryl••d, fouaded 1758, with • G~•e•logic•l Hietory or the R~ieter Family 
iad Sketches or Aliied Families. (Baltimore, Maryle•d: Garamoad/Prid~msrk 
Press, lac., 1975), P• 35· 

4Ibid., P• 32 • 
= 5 Ibid., P • 35· 

6AL No. D, Folio 155-60. Hall of Records, AR••polie, Marylsad. 
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14TK 253, folio 171. Hall of Records, Annapolis, Mrryland. 
15TK 253, folio 171-73. Hall of' Records, Annapolis, Marylnnd. 
16TK 253, folio 173-74• Hall or Records, Annapolis, Maryland. 
17AWB 389, folio 423-24. Hall of Records, Annapolis, Msryland. 
18HMF 5, folio ;43. I.and ~ecords. Bsltimore County Courthouse, 

Towson, Maryland. 
19Ibid. 
20-

EHA 67, folio 31+. !..and Records. Baltimore County Courthouse, 
Towson, Maryland. 

21JB 95, folio 189+. Land Records. Baltimore County Courthouse, 
~owson, Maryland. 

22WPC 331, folio 214. I.and Records. Baltimore County Courthouse, 
Towson, Maryland. 

23WPC 403, folio 127-29. Land Records. Baltimore County Courthouse, 
Towson, Maryland. 

24wPc 411, folio 563-64. land Records. Baltimore County Courthouse, 
Towson, Maryland. 

25wpc 411, folio 565-67. LJl.nd Records. Baltimore County Courthouse, 
Towson, Maryland. 

26MTH 89, folio 375-77. Register of Wills, Baltimore County Court
house, Towson, Maryland. 

27oTG 4690, folio 149+. Land Records. Baltimore County Courthouse, 
Towson, Maryland. 

••Not footnoted was the information of Bower's obtaining ~eaver•e section of 
the property in 1773. Weaver had bought it i'or four pounds a.nd sold it for 
50 pounds, indicatinR" that very likely a building ''sa erected during that 
period, with the drastic rise in value of the property. This can be round 
in Liber AI. Ho. H, folio 521-23, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland. 
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~· Major Bibliographical R~ferencee: 

Regi.eter of Wille, Baltimore County Courthouee , Toweon, Marylaad. 

Wollan, Jamee Thomae, A.I .A., Arcbitect•e Report. 2 Dec mber 1977 . 
Secondary Sourcee: 

l1tlas of Baltimore County, Maryla».d, 1877. Philsdelphiti: G.M. Hopkine , C.E. 
(Reprint) 

Dickeon, Dr. I.ease N. The Early Day~ of Reieter~tovn and Vicinity. (WritteB 
December 1869). V1ith a Foreword by the R.-.v. Y.' . Harold Redce.y. 

Marke, I~llinn Bayly. Reieter'e Desire: The Origin of Reieteretown , found~d 
17 8 with a Genealo ical Hietor or the Reieter Famil and Sketche8 of 
Allied Familie.e. Baltimore, Maryland: Garamond Pridemark Pr~ee, Inc., 
1975. 

Pollack , Carol, Compiler & Editor. R~ieter•e De.eire --R8ieteretown 1758-1 6: 
Two Centuriee pJue Two Uecadee minu.e wo Y~are. 197 • No publieh~r given) 

•Davidson, Ieobel. Real Storiee of Baltimore Count 
b Teachere gnd Children of Baltimor~ Count r lnnd Schoole . R~viead 
and \daptei. Hatboro , Penna .: 4radition rrees , 190( . Rep1int) 

-Frank, Beryl . 11 H:ietory Bunting: Two story log houee a rarity • 11 T ,. Star . 
March 23 , 1978, page Bl8. 

,,-.... 
~O . Geographical na.ta: 

*Not con~idered authoritative 
sources. 

Verbal Boundary Deecription--continued. 
East 20 perchee to the outliae of the y,·hole tract ae conveyl"d by Waltf"r B. 
Goodwin and wife to the e•id Joeepb Trumda and othere above referred to, 
thence on eaid outline South l; degreee re.et 89 . 3 feet to a etone at the 
- .. cond line of the tract of land ci>•veyed by ana deecribed in a Deed :from 
Nehemiah Perryman(~)and Jefferson D. Fieher dated Auguet 26, 1893 and 
recorded nmong the I~nd Records of Baltimore County in Liber L.M.B. No . 198 
foJio 536 eaid point being nl.eo at the ~nd of the s~cond line of the first 
tract of lllod conveyed by and described in n Deed from Ophelia L. Giee, 
et.al., Anminietratore to Chti3tian Giee d~ted D~cember ii., 1875 and record~d 
among the IJJnd Recorde of Baltimore cou•ty in Tiber J. P. N. No •• 95 folio 189 
and running thence with the outli~ee or eaid trsct South 83 degre~e Weet 18 
perches to a sto~e st the eide, thence South , 83 degreee Weet 2 perchee to 
the edge of the Baltimore Reieter.etow• Turnpike Road the place of the 
beginning. Containi:ng in all 11/16 of an acre. 11 
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