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Skyfield

4001 Stewart Road
Stevenson, Maryland 21153
private

Skyfield is a large example of the early twentieth century Colonial Revival
style of architecture. Built around the turn of the century by Redmond C.
Stewart, a prominent Baltimore attorney, member of the Maryland House of
Delegates, one of the founders of the Green Spring Valley Hunt Club and
avid horseman, Skyfield remains in the hands of the Stewart family.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

SKYFIELD was built about 1904, originally a symmetrical

house of the Colonial revival, three bays in width, two storeys
in height, having a deck-on-hip roof, wide shingled dormers and
a wood balustrade around the roof deck; a one storey porch extended
across the principal or north front; and a kitchen wing extended
south behind the easterly portion of the main block with east wall
and roofs aligned. Modest later additions toward the north and
another toward the east have disguised the original simplicity and
the design of this early twentieth century house; while those

- additions are not large they create an assymetrical composition,
one which tends toward the picturesque.

_ The principal entrance was centered in the north front
and the window above it had intersecting muntins suggesting Gothic
tracery; this window is partially covered by the one and one-half
storey north addition and the addition covers the entire doorway.,

A wide central hall extends through the house with a S
large open staircase to the second floor at its south end; an !
intermediate landing is between the floors. A single large room
is to the east; a large room and a very small room are to the west,
the latter being at the south facade. The original north entrance
opens into the north wing, its floor level below that of the house
itself; the east wing is a large living room, also at a lower floor
level, the interior steps adding greatly to the picturesque quality
this house has acquired. Most detailing is original, boldly re-
calling the American Colonial.

The small frame barn set into the hillside south of the
house is constructed of circular-sawn material, probably contem-
porary with the house. In its lower level the box stalls have
horizontal wood plank  lower walls with vertical iron bars above
to a wood rail. An internal ramp (for the horses) connects the
lower level with the upper, both opening to grade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The early twentieth century Colonial revival style,
of which SKYFIELD is an example, was an original interpretation
of Colonial forms, a development which followed the Romanesque .
and Queen Anne styles of the late nineteenth century, tempered
by the Centennial period of 1876. SKYFIELD is a large example
in this style and its modest later additions have masked its
origins, tending toward the assymetrical picturesque.
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SKYFIELD was built on approximately 16 acres carved out of the Stewart
family estete, Cliffeholme.! It was constructed by Redmond Conyngham
Stewart between 1902-1904, following his 1902 marriage to Katharine latimer
Small of York, Pennsylvania. The house wes originally a boxlike building
with a porch across the front. In the rid-1920's, the Stewarts had the
porch removed and a large living room was added.®

Like his older brother Charles, Redmond graduated from Johns Hopkins
University, and then he earned a law degree frem the University of Maryland
in 1894. Three years later he was one of the charter members of Baltimore's
Politico-Literary Club. In attendance at the founding was Woodrow Wilson,
who wes also present at the Club's fifth and tenth birthdays.'3

A prominent Baltimore attorney, Stewart was also a member of the Maryland
House of Delegates in 1900, During his brief political career, he was one
of the framers of the State Ald Road law'and served as a Lieutenant in the
Maryland Nationsl Guard at the time of the Spanish-American War. During the
First World War he served in Frence with the First Division as the Judge
Advocate General, He was decorated with the United States Distinguished
Service Medal and the French Croix de Guerre.

Thisg Stewart and several of his neighbors meintained an informal hunting
field in the Valley in the 1880's. The group expanded and in 1892 formally
organized the Green Spring Valley Hunt Club. At the eclub's first meeting,
Stewart, then 19, was elected Master of the Fox Hounds, a post he held for
25 years. Second only to foxhunting was Redmond's love of racing. He rode
in 16 of the annual Maryland Hunt Cuo races, although only once coming home
a winner,

Redmond C. Stewmrt @ied in 1936. His wife, Katharine continved to live at
Skyfield until 1952 vhen she remodelled the gardener's house on the property.
Ownership of Skyfield then passed to her son Latimer Small Stewart and his
wife, Eleanor Clark Wesley, the present owners./

Footnotes

1., Baltimore County Land Records, Liber 489, Folio 397, Liber 280, Folio 40§
Iiber 116, Folio 71, Iiber 822, Folio 557, NBM 266/270, Towson.

2. Concersation with Josephine S. Finney.

3. Ivid,

L. Sun, 2 February 1936,

5. 8ee Note 1.

6. Ellinor Stewsrt Heiser, Daves Gone By (Baltimore, Waverly Press, 1953.) p
pp. 38-39; Stuart Rose, The Maryiand Hunt Cup (New York, Huntington Press,

1931) p. 16; Gordon Grand, Redmond C. Stewart (New York: Charles Scrib-
ner's Sons, 1938) p. 22.

7. See note 2.
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James T. Wollon, Jr., A.T.A./Dawn Thomas, Cassendra Navlor — Research Historians
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Valleys Planning Couneil ‘ 2-20-80
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 '
(301) 267-1438
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