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Stevenscon Station
Stevenson,
Maryland 21153
Private

This and one other building are the only obvious vestages of an important part of
Green Spring Valley--~the Green Spring Brarch of the railroad, The track alignment
igs rapidly disappearing due to its disuse. This is an excellent example of late
19th century railroad design, a building type constantly threstened with destruction.
It has been successfully adapted to a new use.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
‘ _ Two former railroad stations remain from the Green Spring
Branch of the Northern Central Railway. Both are built to the same
basic plan, both are conceived in an assymetrical picturesque style,
both date from ca. 1885-1900, both are similarly oriented to the
tracks but each is slightly different in its detail.

The BROOKLANDVILLE STATION has stucco and half-timbered
walls above a brick foundation which extends to the first storey
windows, The STEVENSON STATION has weatherboarded first storey walls
and shingled gables and dormers in the roof. Both stations have a
covered platform along the former tracks. The platform and areas
around the station are paved in brick with stone curbs, all original
materials. The shelter extends a short distance up and down the
line from the station structure, its roof an extension of the sta-
tion's roof. Timber columns and diagonal braces support the shelter
at BROOKLANDVILLE while cast iron with curving cast iron braces sup-
port the shelter at STEVENSON. A bay window approximately centered
on the south or track side marks the office of the station master
and ticket agent. The waiting room of each station is the south-
east room, adjacent to the office; the stationmaster's dwelling

- was west of the office and above in the second storey.

Internally mahy original details remain and both struc-
tures have beén successfully adapted into new uses, the BROOKLAND-
VILLE STATION as a private dwelling, the STEVENSON STATION as a shop.

Immediately west of each station is an early railroad out-
building. Both have board-and-batten walls; the Stevenson example
has a gabled roof while the Brooklandville example has a very low-
pitched hipped roof.
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. PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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—1800-1699 ~JARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION - ZZMIUTARY - T ~ —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
-—1700-1799 —.ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —.THEATER
.11800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY X TRANSPORTATION
> .1900- —~COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION . Postoffice
BUILDER/ARGHITECT
Significance
These two structures are the only obvious vestages of an
important part of Green Spring Valley -- the Green Spring Branch of
the railroad. The track alignment is rapidly disappearing due to its
: disuse. These are excellent examples of late nineteenth century rail-
% road design, a building type constantly threatened with destruction. __
%These examples are successfully adapted -to new uses.
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The Stevenson Stetion was built on land once owned by Henry and Deborah Stevenson

of Green Spring Punch. This land was bought in 1868 by the Ashland Iron Co. who

had discovered Iron Ore near by (the "Iron Banks" how on Elderkin property) and

was used by them to ship iron oré& down to Baltimore City. There is still standing

a shed near bv which was used as a loading station: Two acres of this arge

parcel of land was subseguently sold to the North Central Railroad in 1901,

There is confusion in the records as to whether the present bullding was built

by the Ashland Iron Company prior to their selling the land to the Railroad

Co. or whether the North Central Railroad built the stetion immediately after
purchasing the land. However, it was built by 1901 and was used as both a postoffice
and station house for many years. The twentieth century saw the rise of the auto-
mobile and the decline of railroad passenger service. Between 1910 and 1930, the
number of passenger treins operating through the Valley was reduced from 20 to three,
n Auvgust 7, 1933, all vassenger railroad service was discontinued in the area. The
little station houses fell into disrepair: some were torn down and otEers fell
vietim to fire., In the Valley only two remasin: Brooklandville snd Stevenson,*

Oden Tong and his wife bought the station in 1937. 1In 1938 Mrs. long was appointed
pogst-mistress and the waiting room wes used as a post-office, while the Longs lived
in the Station Master's quarters. The Post Office continued until 1967 when it was
moved to another site3 The Longs rented it to different businesses. Today it is
rented t6 an Interior Decorator - Louis Mazor.

Footnotes
!. Conversation with Mr. Oden Long-owner. Tax assessment 1896 Ashland Iron Co.

2. Martin Van Horn, "The Green Spring Branch-Site of the Lake Roland Electric Rail-
way" (30 October 1962), pp. 2-3, from the files of the Bgltimore American library.

3. Conversation with Mr, long

Deed Search

1937 Northern Central Railroad 2.4 acreg to Oden E, Long

1901 Liber 245, Folio 353. Thomes D. Riggs 2.4 acres to Northern Central Railroad
1900 Liber 242, Folio 245 Flla Lee Mathias (heir) 171 acres to Thomas Dudley Riggs
1890 Iiber 180, Folio 390 Ashland Iron Co. to William Lee

1868 Tiber 68, Folio 353 James 171 acres to Ashland Iron Co.
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Tax Assessments, Towson Courthouse
~-Martin Ven Horn, "The Green Spring Branch-Site of the Lake Roaldn Fleetric
~ Railway" (30 October 1962), pp. 2-3, from the files of the Baltimore American library.
Baltimore County land Records, Towson.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2,44

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

South of 0ld Valley Road just before it intersects with Stevenson Rd. North side
of railroad tracks.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE o . ‘ COUNTY. . . .. - . : e T
STATE — CO‘JNT?
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / FITLE

Jomes T. Wollon, Jr., A.T.A./Dawvn F. Thomas, Joan E. Buck, R€search Historians

ORGANIZATION DATE

Vall Planning Council 2-20-80

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

8287807
STATE

Towson, ' Marvlapd

CITY OR TOWN

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps-. 1108










F ¥
. BA 1651 ; P4
 Stevenson v/

Station 2/i0p

GSVHD

Stevenson

JTW

1-3-80

Md.Hist.Tr.

from SEj

LSS




