
STEPHE~ COGl\EY ij ·usE 

F..xhibiting two c.lif erent e.arly meth::>ds oi' constr ucti:m , the <:;tephen 
Coci<ey ~ouse should be seen ss one CJf Bal tiI'Jore County ' s important 
ea r ly buildings . fhe l3rgest and Most formal section of the dwelling i.s 
a Ii'cdera1 period (1790 1 ::> - 1820 1 s) str ucturo :.litll full tw'.) story log 
walls . It is a sioe hs l l <md parlor ar :rangoment with n1ouldinas and mantle
pieces of the period . 

There is also a i l2 story stone sect ion tJ t.hc house uhich forms 
the north wing . Physical evidence suggest that this structure may have 
been an earlier duplex dwe.l J.1ni;; with mas~i . e inter ior 1.:1u .... J~.vs on eacr1 
P.nd . •r:·at this small stone c:>ttage would b"' enlar1ecl by the log 'F0 derljl 
block tl1us bec•.>ming a sub::>ttinttal .far'IJ house i.s some indication of the 
growth of the Gockey family ::ind thP devPloprnen t of this neighborhood. 
It waG in thP. first decade of the 19th centurv lh~t the Falls Turnpike 
was completed within sL~ht of this house and in Dddition t.o ~J1.,ir farm 
the C?~keys operatnd a n<>drb7 tavern that is Rtill standin~ . 

There arc somP. early ::>Utbuildin~s \:ith this house includin.,. e :--t.,ne 
mea tbouse, the rel"lains of c:i stonr> cnrria5e house and a combinc>tion ~tone 
and post- and- beam l:l'.lnk b3r n . ThPr e? is also a ramily cemet<=>r'r with a rpod 
r.iarrv tombstones some of wt>ich date fro1r; tbe late 18th -::entury . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The h~use wnich the istory of the lreen Sprin Valley calls the 
"Stephen Cockey House 1 is an extre riely interestin buila.in t 1at can te ch 
us • .i.ch about early Baltim re County arc :itecture. It m:s the main ouse for 
~ 180 acre f dr th t ~s one 1 at 1 ast three CocKey family homesteads 
remawin .. in the area . rhe 1 orti. rn part of the co n ty oues .uch of its 
his tor to that family w1 :.ell 5ettlea nere in tt.e late 17 tb cent!ll'y. T J.s 
part cular 1ouse is n ~rand dwelling but is inste~d an exa ple of the more 
t pical home for a large fdFroing family. _t is t;pical in~ far as the house 
evolved ov r a period of timo and is illustr tive of the different building 
techniques ·mi~h were e~ployea in r ral aroas between the end of the Colon~al 
era and the mor settled years of the lat ll'edc>r.sl and early ictortan periods . 

Th pn.sent building is derived from tw istinctly different periods . 
The 11new" port.ton is a large cen ral hall plan ho S"' ~~th b.:>th stor· e of 
all four wells bein of lo or plank construction . An olde 1 story wing 
is o stone constr1ct'on an s ows evid nee of h~ tn~ been a d~plex with nassive 
c imneys at each end . !hi le one write- up makes the lo portion of t.n s house 
out to be mor of a 11bie house" thDn it is there is certainly a marked con
trast between the a~st purely functlonal ston dwel in!T(s) that constitute 
tle nortb w-5ng an the ore formal qualities exnibited b the souths ction . 
In it t ere is c?n~iderat on for a ormal parlor , a spe~ific dining area and 
t ~ rooms ere tr'mmed out wit arc itrava-like ~o~ldin s . The sout arlor 
has a simpl ut decorative antle ice w·t a ctanoel d urround tat ap ears 
Federal in natur • 

The stone ~tructure , howev r , creat s liv'n s~oc s t t ar min mal 
in size wi tu all f t. .e livin functions b n restricted to n room p 
a don d wn in ach half of th g~ilding . Th 101er room i~ the princ·pal 
livin rea and it has a t>tol rientation to the lar fireplace that is 
served b as ive int~rior c iJl!n y . his sole source of heat was n t t ken 
for ~rante~ in a climate ~l t ib not all tJbether kind n the idnter months . 
l'his little d..tplex was coirpac t shelter unconce1 ned with image or position . 

Exterior-

Th nortl win of tt _s hous may be read as an indepenoent st.me struc
ture to w .ich the tw st::>r J log bt.1tld.in was added later . Tn.:s section is 
a l st.)ry bu lding that is our b ys lon and twJ deep . It is capped w.1..th 
a gable end r ')Of u.:. th sh llow eaves . l'hert! is an inter ..... r r1d c imne on 
t nort nd a intP.ri.~r evidence SUGg st.s thdt there w s ne in t so th 

Th exlstin c imnf' is stone on th interi.:ir wi tl a brick cap. 
· nt rior b s or bot th cast and ~ost f cudcs c nt in wt at apoear 

t ori inal si e-by-~i sepArate entra ces . mbese ar the strJng st 
su estion o· a rluolex lat. he o ter bas of th fir t level havP 6f
sash w nlJ w withs' aUer 9 li ht c·se ents above. Te inner bas of th up er 
story are unvented. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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T@e north end is wind :JT11rless o Ton~u.e--ond-gro .. xve pr Jtruding bPneath the 
ends of the asphalt roofing sug3est that the roof is replacement ~aterial. 

:·1odern stucc0 c:::mceals the st::me c::mstructi::m, :,::ywever, a :'lajo:r porti_0n 
of this material has fallen frJm tte northwest corner thus revealing the 
original construction. Multi-colored random stones are laid with no coursing. 
Occasi::mal brick rubble is visible. If thP otr;er windows ar'' identical t:::i 
the lower northwest wind:::iw they tave thick wooden sills and brick segmental 
arches. The doors and winoo•,rs. (west side) have matcbim: fracne.s ccmslsting 
of •r11-de heeded panels e They ar-_:; as T\TidA as tte 11-ralls are thick - 18 H s 

~here are batten d'J:::irs on tbe west side. 
This bu ~lding is 22 1 deep and ?2 1 lonr>;. -.il'1 ile the fenestrati. ::in is regular 

thf' st::mP win~~ exh":..1;i ::,s the s:.·rne tlnh3 lance as the l:)o; p,)rtion in that ::me 
half of the build inf?: is lon :rer than the 'Jtber. On the west f·~c3de, for instance, 
t'."le n::irth window is-·SL;' fr'J~ tht~ end ::if Uw lJ;i'_ldin::.;; the s:mtr: r.,ri,nd::>w ::iniy 
30 1 ~. The large interior chimney of the log win6 may account f::ir this im
balance in that p:::irtj_c:m; the ''shortness" ::if thr s:mk hal,0 of the st:::me section 
rr;ay be dir·'" t:J the rem:w<Jl ::if tbe '.)riginal s:Jut'1 end wall. 

The interi'.)r of the st:::ine win~ is like tr10t ::;f a duplex in that :me half 
mirrors the other witt respect to each baving an east and west do:::ir, an east 
a;:d west wind::iw, end fireplaces and corner string stairs. Those of the south 
half occupy' c the s:mtnwest corner of the room a:1d those '.)f tne north half 
the northeast cornGr. The stairs in the soJ.tt room, however, may have been 
relocated in order t:J accornodate a doorway in~o toe dinin~ room ::if the added 
.hog portLm. Tt1e two r:nms are cJ.rrently connected. 

The jJresent Jccuparit altered ths nortt; fireplace but recalls its .largeness 
and. the crane referred t:i in the tw::i printed articles :m tL:is h;::mse. One 
can still see, rnwever, that this fireplace was servea by u rnossi ve interior 
st'.)ne chimney thCJt is 59" wide p:ntrudinc:; into t.he r::iom 29 11 • 

·~ile this structure maKes a strong statement ab::iut the no nonsense 
quali t~r ::if early riral arch itectire tbe bo.ilding is n:Jt puritanical in nature 
eitner. Plain architrave moulding dec:Jrates the do::irs and windows. 

The upper r·nm Qf e2ch h3lf is characterized by the tnpezoidal ceilings 
comn::in to ~ st'.)ries. It might be ]roperly termed a 3/L story, b:::iwever, since 
the distance of th:: plates abJve the floor is 68 1t. Alt:.8ugh they arf~ visible 
in Jther places in the s:::i 11th sect~i.on the J.ogs of th':t porti'.m are rrost cleerly 
seen in the upper r::>'.)m of the south half of the stone building. ~he S'.)~th wall 
:)f that rQ'.)rJ exhJ.bit hewn 1'.)~s, 717/1 thick and lorn wide uith plaster and chinl<ing 
in between. 

The upper north r'.)orn '.)f the stone buildins again is dominated b·, the 
e:xiste:'."lce of the interior chimnef. Tb?re is no '.risible ovi.dence Qf a fire
place. The chimney at tr i_s p::iint i.s 59'' w:ide pr::itruding 29'1 int'.) the ro:::im. 

".'here is DQ known cellar nor is the:re an accessable crawl-space. 
Exterior-

The twQ stQry cen::,ral ha 11 hcmse which c::msti tutes the s0utb half '.)f 
tt::is bui1.din2 is the 11 newer 11 of the two parts. C:Jnsernative dating rr121,rns it 
at least 1~0-years 8ld and probably more~ 

The exterior :if tlL'.. s 1nrt'~::in is covered with the sci'11e brown stucco as 
the n:::>rtn wing. The tw'J st:::ir'f c::instructi.'.)n is three unequal bays wide and 
tw'J deep, and is of' lo~ c::instruction. ':.'he exteri::ir was c:Jveredwith clap
boards. The build in::: rests 'Jn a 15 11 fieldstone foundation and has a gable-
end rQJf with deeply c:::irniced gables. Interior end cl:Jimnefs exit at the r'idge. 
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Perhaps beca11se Jf the larger interior chimney :m the s:rith end the 
fenestration is regular but n'.:lt centered t'.:I the blJck. ''·fost windJws have 
been altered to 1/1 sasb but there are tall and short L/L sash :m the west 
facade. 

The west facade is the main side of the house 'md is ch..aracteriz.ed by 
its centr::ill3r located d::::i'.)r and full single story porch. The lower stJrv :if 
t ~:is side was n:::it stuccoed ,qnd rematns cla::--boarded. "'hev may be 7ict:::irian 
alterati:ms. The first fl:Jor WJnd::iws are floor to ceiling '.)penings PJeasur
ing E3?'1 x JOtr. Thec'e are set in beaded frames. The door has ::ieen altered t::. 
acc::rnndate a Fict'.)rian round arch raised panel d'.)or with sidelights and trans'.)m. 
The wind'.)ws have louvPred shutters. The porch itself c::insists ~ostly '.)f 
modern materials 8lthough the fieldstone and bricK f:::iundstion sug~ests that 
it migot be a replucement. 

The norttl end :if the south wing is obscured by the stone wing except 
f::ir the upper gable which is wind::.iwless. 3::ith gables are deeply c:::irniced. 
:Sutt joined s::iffi t trims the eaves. 

'l'he SJJ.th end exhibits regular two bay fenestration ::in all tnree levels. 
1/1 sash aiY>>ear in the vents ::>f the first tw::> st,1ries and small casements 
vent trie attic. a recent fire resulted in an emergency opening bein5 cllopped 
into tne centrally located fireplace. This opening reveals a heavy hewn sill 
and the previously de~cribed logs. 

The east facade repeats the appearance ::>f the first, only it is stuccoed 
and has no porch. 
Interior-

The interior :::ii· the s'.)•J.th section follows thB srape of a centQr hall olan 
on both floors. A relatively narrow hall 5~' in width-seperates parlors :::i~ 
nearly equal dimensions on the first floor. The north ~ing apoarently became 
the kitchen at one '1oint and the north parlor of the so 11th wing was a dining 
room. A flue-chimney serves tnls r::iom and the S'.)uth half :if the stone wing. 
'.:'he S'.Juth parl::ir has a forll'Jal q:rnlity derived fr:;m the large windows, the 
decorative Mouldin::i;s (arc':i trave wi tr 3/l-1 r'.)Lmd edges) 8nd the simple but 
dec::>rative Federal style mantle. A large interi'.)r an:i ctimney protrudes jnto 
the r Dm 32 11 • l'he present floor c::insists ::if 8'1 t:1ngue-and-groove. 

The hall contains a stairway al::in~ the n'.'lrth w::;ll wi 1-ch h2 s a definite 
f:Yrmal quality but is n'.)t a '1,grand stairs 1

' in the truest sense. These are open 
string switchbc:ct{ stairs with plain stepends, a tiirned newel and balusters. 
The railing and balusters appear to be walnut. 

The stairs lead t::i the sec~md level wtJere a hall seperates halves that 
are SJ.bdivided t::i rnake f::iur bedr::>'.)ms. The northeast r::iom c::innects with the 
upper story '.Jf the st::me building. The upper tall c ::ntains an enclosed stairs 
leading to ~he attic. 

The attic is unfinished and exhibits much in the way of early fabric. 
Vert.ica1ly sawn principal rafters form trusses and are fixed at the ridge 
with a joint and trurmel. They are reinf::irced with c :Jllar beams l;;ip 
joLned and fixed w"i th nails. Non-functional d.Ju.bLe str· . .tc:<: nails were :::ibserved 
in th:'..s area as well. Ef.;W1l stuo.s fixed wi tu strucn:: oails fra1;1e up tr1e gable 
ends. l'hese timbers have a sm::i:itb i'inisrieu :~uali ty :m tw:::i sides and a hewn 
BDPeara nee on t'.-:.e otner. Purlins with st-,:Jke sh.ingles can 'oc seen fr'.)m under
neath. The rafters rest ~n flat false plates. 
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Logs (planks?) 6" - 7" in thickness bave been verified in all four walls 
on botn levels. The upper logs of the end walls can be seen in the attic by 
lifting floor boards. The floorboards are rand::im widtr1, some are very wide 
and measure up to 17"'211 • f1'.)st of toe S,:>Jtbeast corner of the attic is covered 
wi tr1 these wi.der boards. It was observed tt:at nearly all of them in tt:is area 
have newspapers attached to their undersides. One was lifted and it wos ob
served that tl1e paper was a c. December, 1822 Bal tim:)re periodical (American?). 
Pieces of plaster or thick white wash attached s~ggests that perhaps the 
ceiling of t[1e room bel:m '.)nee had exp'.)sed ce~_ling joists and that they and, 
the exposed floorboards were plastered and painted. The newspaper may have 
been a combination insulator and binding a,sent. 

Arnng the many curious a::Jvertisements, snipping notices And anncmncements 
appe~ring in the one paper observed was for a sale in January 2~, 1823 by 
order of the Orphans Court of laltimore for items including paintings "of 
hJrses by Stubbs." 

t>s tw::i st'.)rr l:x' houses of tf-iis SJ ze are not well known in t'.1is region 
it seemed n:"cessary t::i verify the existence of logs at both levels of' all 
f:)ur walls. L::;gs 611 to 7 11 thick (deep) and 10'1 and wider that have cf<inked 
seperati::ms '.)f 611 can be se"m ::m both le''els '.)f the n:Jrth wall fr::im the north 
side standing within the st::ine wing. Similar lo~s can he seen in the so~th 
wall, four ::if them can be seen on the ::iutside in the damaged fireplace openin~, 
at le:Jst tw::i can be seen from thP attic. ?tmctures in the plaster and sepera
ti:ms in the cJrners ::if the upper ro:Jrns allow a very limited lo::lk at logs in 
the side walls. 

Triere is a cellar beneatn tt:is secti::m. It is a full bosement with rubble 
walls ths t sl1ow some attem;>t at c::mrsing. L:J6 joists can be sef.n which still 
contain their bark. Tl1ey may be chestnut. Ttrny are 10 11 t:J ll!t in diameter. 
There is an interior stairs to the cellar locDted beneath the main stairs in 
tne r:all ami th~re is a bulk:bead at the northeast c:Jrner of' the r::lom. 
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Outbuildings-

Thirty-two fef't fr'.)m the nartheast corner '.)f the st~me p:)rti::m of the 
house is a building perceived to be a meathouse. 

This tvind~:rwless, stone bl1ilding is made Jf rubble (quJining ::>n corners) 
with a :~.ible end ro'.)f. It runs East to Jest and measures 12 1 411 in width, 
18 1 in length with 7~' between the eaves and e:r::mnd. Fra::1e chicken coops have 
been added to the east end and the remanants of a western shed projects fr0m 
the ro::if. 

The r0of has deca:red and is partially c::illapsed as is a porti •n ::if the 
north wall. 

On the interi::ir ::me can see a brick flo::ir, exp:ised he"(.m tie beams w~n x Lin, 
and a trL.ss syste:n that had u1;per and lower d:Jvetailed collar beass fixed wi..th 
cut nails. The principal rafters a:·e anchored into log plates tbat arc hewn 
::>n three sides (f'::mrt[1 side is r::mnd). The rafters are V-n:;tcned t::i i'i t the 
plates wn~ch are anch::ired int:; the st::ines ::if the wall. The trisses aro fixed 
~ith large 6~ cut spikes. 

In addition t;) being wind:;wless other evidence 'Jf this bt1ilcHng having 
been 3 meatr:o;Jse is the ;Jresence ::if mec;thooks and nails wi tl1 str i.ng all fixed 
into tho ex,t1osed bea{1S. There are als:; l:>ose l:mgi tudinal tle poles wi tti bi ts 
of heavJ string. These timbers, rtn'ters anct purlins have blackened ap1)earances 
suggesting the sr1::Jking pr::Jcess al th:::mgh n:i vents are visible in the r .J:.f. 

The mortar ::Jf the east end wall contains pottery and br::Jken glass. 

On the n::irt'.1 side ::if the land which r:ms East tc> the grc;veyard 2re the 
remains ::Jf a st'Jne structure. The 1918 Tax Assessment of the Stephen ~ockey 
pr::iperty refers t::i a wc;g:m sl-ed ::in this parcel. The pbwing of a garden 
within the f::iund8ti::in walls pr:iduced bushels ::Jf horseshoes, harness hardware, 
plow discs, hinges, etc. much of which was piled alons; tbe s:idec3 at the time 
::if rec )rding (Dec., 1978). Gf13rred timbers suggest a fl.re. 

This bu~lding also ran ~ast to :kst in lengta although it probably had 
an ::>rientation t'.) the south. The fnnd;3tions are 36' long and 25 1 deep 

(exterior). The f)1mdati::m is 35'1 high ::in the n::irthwest corner. "'ive st::ine 
piers are in a line ::in the south side spanning a distance of 27'. Each pier 
is Li~' x 22". The S')Utleast pier is 26 11 high. rhese piers suggest th? p::issi
bili ty of a tw::J st:Jry structure, p'.)ssibly a 02n;.;: b:.;rn. 

Joseph McC:af.Crey, wt'.)se f:::nily hos lived '.m th is land since the 1920' s 
says that the c. 1950 1 s st')ne cottage which is just a short distance south of 
this site is constn.cted of stone taken fr::mi this bsrn. 

Bank 3arn-

On the s:mth sioe ::if the lana apµroxirnately ::me half tha distance between 
the dwelling and the graveyard is a lGrge bank bc;rn tnat appears ::m trie 1918 
tax list and wnicn is pr.)bably a late 19th century bul.lu.ing. 

The builaing is 60 1 lon,; end@, bO'deep. It is a pr::iper post-and-beam 
structure r2sting :m a sLme bi)Se. 3ein,~ bailt int:i a nbank'' triis lower por
ti:in cons ti tu:bes its :nm 0tor y which appears t:.; r.ave been designed t'.) accomo
date livestock (pr:;.ncilJally horses) with the frame p::irtL.)n ab<:)ve being for 
the stockage of hay, grains, and a .. ;ric.iltural equiprnent. 
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The upper level is tri- partite witn s central passage. The fra.ning 
C)nsists ~f massive posts, sills, braces and plates thRt are fastened vla 
mortise- tenon- and trunnel . All of thene members are hewn with the sills 
measuring 1511 x 1111. 

Tbe gcible encl roof evidences at least one r~placernent . The siding is 
v~rtical weatherboard attached rr'i. th cut nails . 

The lower level is defined by three uncoursed r~bble walls (East,West, 
N~rtb) with ttle s:mtb w:ill being a series of openings betwe~u piers. Tile 
inner area ::..s divided into as .nimy as 10 horse stalls (may be ori6incd). 
The walls aro 2~ '' tnic,c; tbere ... s quoining. Tbere is a feed sfiute in u1e 
west ena o1 the loi..re1 r.J..>m. Th"'._s area exnibi t.s im,pressiva fra11Jing wnich c:m-
sists of' a Si-Jine- like summer beam and JOists wi ti. sJ.p_,ort !JOS'ts . These ele
ments are the sa.r1e size as th'Jse ab:>ve. Tbe lon5ituuinal sills (60 1 ) cJnsists 
of ttlree equal par·ts tlla t. are scarfed ond loc:ked with trunnels. 

The upn~r level ?f the S'.:>ut.i side nas Jn overh~nI: o.r 8 1 that pr'>vides an 
area below -rtiico is shelt€red in tnret: sides bJ ttlt: stone end-wall$ and canti
lever portion of the sr;c'.)nd story . In tn.:.s area one can see th~ 111assive logs 
that f:>rm the cantilevo:::rs and joists =>f +.he upi-'er level. The !:italls are 
protected by a partition with an 8 1 setback and batten do~rs constructed 
with c..it nails. 

Graveyard-

r Perhaps a hundred yards or so to the east of t.he bank barn stand the 
sad and di.lapidated remains of the f ~mily ffravPy::ird. Harf!h weather, follen 
tr fies, t orse$ and possible vandalism have r-esul ted in the ruins jf what was 
a large graveyard c:mta ining t>. irty to forty groves . ~here are/were some 
good examples of late 18th centu.rv <'lr.d 19th century Lmerary sculptur 0 as well 
as inscriptions bearing v3luable histor i_cal data . i'his "§r<lveyar'l is :me of 
the sites rec::irded b~ the Bal timorr• ~'.:>unty !iist'Jrical 5ociety. 

The regubr 9lacenPn t of fielc:st:mes in this a:rea marks '.>ff plots if 
not graves themselves . In other parts of 1arylanJ {eg. Calvert ~:,mty) field
stone markers arc assoc tated wi t1i the gr cJVes o! slaves. 

There were certainly other outbuilaings on tbis farm. The present 
occupants rcmernber a sprin~house th~t was oemol:sbed t iis year by building 
activity on the lot adjoining t,he \'lest. rhe 19ld tax assessment maKes 
ref~rence to a dairy wtict1 inay or not have been ti.is structure . 

A sued ~f mostly 1nodera i1c.terials st.<Jnds =>fl' of the s.Jut .. east coraP.r 
of tne house 1rn1ch c:m ta ins a l'e.:1t:1ur edgeci clapboard that ls very earl.f in 
ap.earance. 

No privy site, blucksmithy, Jr sl!:lve quarters h.:ive been ideutli'i.ed. 
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-1'°°· 1•11 -ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _I.AW _SCIENCE 

- 1600· 1599 -AGRICULTURE - ECONOMICS _ UTE RA TURE _ SCULPTURE 

- 1800·1&99 ~RCHITECTURE - EDUCATION - MILITARY _ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

.X1700· 1799 -ART - ENGINEERING -MUSIC _ THEATER 

.1>1I00· 1899 -COMMERCE ...EXPLORATIONt SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900. _COMMUNICATIONS -1NDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _ OTHER ISPECIFYJ 

-1NVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 178li - 1820's (post 1725 8UILDER/ ARCHIT£CT 
St.one portion! 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Exri.bitin · twJ different aarl.Y m tt1.>ds of constru,..tlon, thu 3tephen 
Coc~ey Ujase s.ould be seen s one 01 galti .or e Gounty' s inportsnt early 
0Jildir1 s . The larbest anJ iost for •• al section of tne dwellin iE' a T."'ederal 
period (l790' s - 1820 ' s) str4ct•.trt wit1 f.il.l twj story log walls . It is a side 
noll and pc1rlor arran •ement with o:tluin.,.s ::ind ['lantlepie~es of ti e period. 

There is a.U:i..> a l~ stor r st)ne s ction to t.hu house whicr for::is the 
nort w_r,0 • Pnysical eviaenct: sug •est. th t this stru ·ture may hnve been 
an earlier d plex dwellin.7 wit.n nas• ive int rior ct1imneys on e:ach end. That 
tri.s sw:ill st..,nc cott~ •e w:ml:l. b enlar..,.ed by the log ''ederol block tha.s 
becoJTJing a su'l)stJntiul r ... rm h'>use is some indicotion of l.hP 1n·o1-ltb of the 
Cockey famil y Rnd the development of t. is neighb~rhood . It woe in the first 
decade of the 19th cer.~ur r th t ,he Falls '"'llrnpikl3 was completed 11i t in 
sicht of t,I" is h-:>usr nnri in a1di ti.on to th,,.ir fa r m tt u ~'Jcl<eys operat"'d a 
nearby tavrrn th tis still stendin" . 

~"'rear"' qone early outbuildin~s w'th th:s h')Usn includin~ a stone 
eatP'hlsf':, th,,. r ains of " st.on" carriag<> housP. m1 a C'l"'bination stone 

and post- and- bear1 bank barn . re i I'" al :> a Lni ly cc et ry with a pood 
:"any tonbst'>!lPS so~e ?f ich atl"> f'ron; th late 18th C('ntu.ry. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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TITLE SEARCH FOR STEPHEN ~,cKEY EOUSE 
Parcel 444 "1Af "° 

Liber Folio Date Gron tor Grantee 

4897 237 July 9, 1968 Harry F • .. c(,affrey 
and wife 

LeRoy E. Peddy et. al . 

1766 

587 

11Beginning ••• iron pipe set on north side of a road ••• 40 ' wide ••• 
being distant South 880 30 1 :as~ 227 .15 feet from a stone ••• 
South 88° 30 1 East 253 feet ••• 1° 30 1 East 357 . 05 feet ••• 5 ·5° 56 1 

West 200 feet . 97 feet ••• 5120 35 1 West 308.87 feet to place of 
beginning ••• containing 1 . 68 acres of land . 11 

142 July 7 , 1949 Lillie C . PcCaffrey llarry F . McCaffrey & wf . 

424 February 9, 1924 Charles Thomas Cockey Tho~as McCaffrey 

(Thomas McCaffrey died March 9 , 1929 and by Last Will & Testament 
dated February 23, 1928 in Will Book :Jr 26/56 devised all real 
estate to his wife Lillie C. McCaffrey) 

"Beginning ••• at a stone , the end of the first line of lot 'f"' 1 on 
the plat ••• filed in the will of 3tephen Cockey ••• North 16 3/4° 
West 145 1 to a stone planted in 1875 as a boundary in the division line 
of the Cockey Estate ••• North 73to i:;ast 1679-'l ' ••• South Ui;0 .lest 
900 1 ••• North 88 3/4° l-iest 1017%• ••• North 4 3/4° .. est 292 1 9 11 ••• 

South 85~0 West 355 1 ••• containing 19 37/100 acres ••• Being lot Ir 2." 

Wi ll Book WJP 21/221 July 20 , 1903 Stephen Cockey 

Item ~ 2 - To his nephew Charles Thomas Cockey (son of Charles 
O. Cockey) he left lot f 2 containing a dwelling nnd bank barn , 
corn house and wagon shop , containing 19 37/100 acres . (with 
other buildings . ) 

Will Book 4/225 May 14, 1873 John Cockey 

92 

11 
••• to my sons Stephen Cockey nd Sa~uel Cockey ••• the farm on 
which I now live situated on Falls Turnpike ••• about 180 acres of 
land ••• to be equally divided ••• beginning on the Falls Turnpike 
Road about halfway between the blacksmith nnd wheelright shop 
end Lhe log dwe lling house and to run in ~n east~rly direction 
through the said farm ••• that portion ••• on the south side ••• to 
my son Stephen ••• and ••• on the north of s .. id line ••• to ••• Samuel. •• 11 

367 June 4 , 1875 Stephen Cockey Samuel Cockey 

Through the will of John Cockey the line drawn in the division 
of the estate for son5 Stephen and Samuel was not equal , therefore, 
Stephen sells to Samuel 92 3/4 acres . 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See Attachment 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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STATE 
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ORGANIZATION 
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WAYNE L. NIELD, 11 
IHISTORIC TOWSQN1t lfiC_,. 

DATE 
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STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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COCKEY F.Al'~LY HISTORY 

The estate n:::>w krDwn as the Stephen Cockey farm ana the Cockey 
Tavern are situated on land that for generations had belonged to the 
C:ickey family. 

This present site is only 9art of 600 acres pu_rchased in December, 
1725 by Thomas 1:::ockey fr )rrJ Jonathan Tipt::m, located n'.)rtheast of the 
present Falls l\oad - Joppa Road intersection. This land c:yr:iprised 
parts of tracts called Poor Ja rraica fi:an' s Plague, Port 1oyal, and 
Addition to Port ~oyal. 

Through the line '.:>f inheritance, ThornCJs, tr~ho died in 1737, left 
the land to his nephew Thomas, wh::i in turn willed the land to his sons 
Stephen, Caleb, Charles and J:)hn. 

The earliest rec::irds kn::.iwn t:::i show development '.)f the land into 
a working farm are the 1798 Tax Assessments. Stephen is listed as 
'.)'·,ming parts of Poor ,Jamaica Yan 1 s Plague, c:mtaining several buildings 
includinc; log dwellings, log and frame barns, D corn h'.mse, a lumber 
h::mse, gnd others. 'T'his land is believed to be the sa:rie porticm that 
n::iw c:mtains the h'.)mestead and tavPrn, ond it is Stephen f::ir ·wh'.)m the 
estate is named. It should he n'Jted, however, that the dimensions 
listed in ttis tax 2s:oessr1ient :)f the log structures match neither the 
log p::>rtion of tbe nres-::nt dwelling or the log p:::Jrti"Jn 8f the tavern. 

From 1781.i Stephen %1'ied the land until his death January 3, 1797. 
His st~are then bel8nged t8 his br8ther John. ~bt much is knowl1 about 
tr:is "!Jr:ither, h::Y1:,rev,?r a surviving grave stone in the family gravesrard 
rec:::irds his de 3th as being in 182)-i. '-'is s::m J;yhn, kriciwn as John, Sr., 
was born in 1788, inherited the land in 182L, and ~overncd the estate 
with his wife ~1d children until his death in 1873. 

~fith John, 9r. 1 s death the est~te was divided. His will dated 
May lL, 1873 (~JP L/225) leaves the tavern ana lot to his son John, Jr. 
'"n8w occupied by hirn ond c::mtainin6 J acres :::ir' land. ii 

I'hrou::;h physical examination and. by way :>f early rec::irds it 
seems that the tavern was 'J·cJ.ilt in the early 19th century. 

:Secause o: its con
venient location in relati:m to the Falls f{oad Turnpike, which had been 
under construction in 1808, it see'-.s likely that the tavern was built in 
order t::i accomodate the influx of trc:velers which the new turnpike had 
braught. 

John, ')r. diutded the farm on wr'ich he lived "situated on thF: 
Falls Turnpike'' between his s::ms Stephen and Surnuel, d~_vising the line 
to begin "on tre f"p.lls ·~'J1tmpike 'bod about halfway between the hlack
srd th and wheelrigrt shop and the log dwellin;; lJ:::Juse and to run in an 
easterly direction.'' AftPr his de2th there was s'Jme Tlestion 0'1er the 
equality 8f the dividing line. Stephen, who inh<;ri ted thJt land south 
of tl;e line, then sold t8 his br::ither 'i;::imuel 92 3/b acres t8 settle the 
:h:,Dute. 0)tenhen then owned 107. 91J cicro;s. 

,John, Jr., w'1::i was evidentl'r n~ th~ t2ver11 as well as 
resident, only ')Ut li-1ed his f<ti1Pr '-1Y r::iur yre-:;rs. Up:m his deJth his 
pr:::Jperty wos sold t:J his brother ';tephen. 

ThP next division of ~he land occurred in 1903 when Stephen divided 
his estate int:J five l::its, recorded 8n a plat by T. H. Disney. 



By way of a will written in tbat year, (1\'RJ 21/218) 3tephen rwve each 
lot to the children '.)f his br,t:1er ChD:rles O. CJckey. The itTsvern House 
Lot 11 or lot If. l went to JnPph D. :;ockey. r.:ach otter lot :respectively 
went t:::i Charles Thomas r;ockey, '1terling 'T. C:::ickey, Laura B'Jsley (widow 
of Ja~es 3osley) and Stephen ~dgar Sockey. This was the last ti~e the 
estote was <:iwned exclusi"el;r by the Cockey family. 
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Copy !r~m The J reen Spring Valley : Its History and 

Heritage by Dawn Thomas. 1978 
STEPHEN COCKEY HOUSE 

STEPHEN COCKEY HOUSE 

A short distance back from the mtersection of 
Falls Road and Green Spring Valley Road is one 
of the old Cockey homesteads. It is reached by 
a narrow lane that runs between the Green 
Spring Inn and Graceline Kitchens, both of 
which are situated on former Cockey land. The 
property on which the house stands remained 
in the family's hands for two centuries. It would 
seem that the house was named after the Stephen 
Cockey who owned it from 1784to1797. 

This property was acquired in 1725 by Thomas 
Cockey, brother to Captain John Cockey who 
lived at Oakdene (Summerfield). On 2 December 
of that year Thomas purchased from Jonathan 
Tipton 600 acres, parts of Poor Jamaica Man's 
Plague, Port Royal, and Addition to Port Royal, 
most of which lay on the east side of Falls Road 

The Stephen Cockey House 
Photogras: 11 by Thomas W. Mele II 
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and north of Joppa Road. Thomas died about 
1737 in Anne Arundel County and apparently 
never lived in the Green Spring Valley. By his 
will this Valley land was left to his nephew, 
Thomas Cockey, then age thirteen, son of Cap
tain John Cockey.' 

The younger Thomas Cockey acquired almost 
2,500 acres of land in Middle River and Sack 
River Upper Hundreds in Baltimore County. 
Although he was chosen in 1751 as a vestryman 
for St. Thomas' Church, a position offered to 
men of good character and dependability, the 
explanation given in 1779 by his wife Prudence 
for having left him three years earlier presents 
a different picture of the man. She charged that 
her husband Thomas had, among other atrocious 
acts, cruelly whipped and cut with a knife one 
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of his Negro men, and shot another; that he 
had stabbed his son John with a knife, badly 
wounding him; that he had accused his son 
Thomas· of stealing his gold watch; that he had 
offered his "favorite" daughter, Achsah, £1,000 
to poison her mother; and that he had pointed 
a loaded pistol at Prudence and ordered her to 
leave immediately or be killed. Mrs. Cockey 
left, even though it was night, and took refuge 
in a neighbor's house. Cockey also tried three 
times to hang himself.2 

Thomas Cockey lived in the Worthington 
Valley at Melinda's Prospect, and when he died 
in 1784 he left his real estate holdings to his 
sons: his "beloved son" Charles received parts 
of Selsed and Addition to Poor Jamaica Man's 
Plague, and all of Land's End; his "loving son" 
John was given among other lands the remainder 
of Addition to Poor Jamaica Man's Plague; his 
"beloved sons" Stephen and Caleb inherited 
properties in the Worthington Valley; and all 
four sons named were to divide the residue of 
the property not specifically mentioned in his 
will, with Charles receiving the home place. 
That Thomas Cockey was displeased with his 
son Thomas, Jr., was quite clear, for he left him 
one shilling sterling and stated that he was 
"never [lo J enjoy any part of my estate."3 

The 1798 tax list shows both Stephen and 
Caleb Cockey as owning portions of the land 
tracts that comprised the Stephen Cockey home
stead. No buildings were listed on Caleb's land, 
but a considerable number were mentioned as 
being on that part of Poor Jamaica Man's Plague 
owned by Stephen Cockey, who died a year be
fore the assessment was made. These buildings 
included: 1 log dwelling house, 14 x 16 feet; 
2 log dwelling houses, 16 x 20 feet each; 1 log 
granary, 10 x 16 feet; 1 log barn, 22 x 36 feet; · 
1 log stable, 18 x 20 feet; 1 log stable, 22 x 32 
feet; 1 frame barn, 24 x 44 feet; 1 corn house, 
10 x 16 feet; and 2 old frame and log lumber 
houses, each 10 feet square. A personal inven
tory of Stephen Cockey's belongings was taken 
on 18 December 1797 and a value assigned of 
£983.11.8. An additional inventory taken on 
24August1798 totaled £139.14.6.4 

The main portion of the Stephen Cockey 
House was built of log covered with clapboard, 
and one of the three log dwellings listed in the 
tax list was probably this house. It seems likely 
that it was this Stephen Cockey who built the 

house that carries his name. When repairs were 
made in the 1920s to the oldest part of the 
house, the 1725 deed from Tipton to Thomas 
Cockey and an old gun were found between the 
walls. Stephen was unmarried, and by his will 
filed on 3 June 1797 his estate was divided 
among his relatives. The homestead passed to 
his brother John.5 

On 17 August 1785 John Cockey married 
Mary Cole, by whom he had three sons and one 
daughter. In 1823 he bought the three tracts that 
comprised the Willowbrook (Wilton Wood) 
estate, which he willed to his daughter Eliza
beth. Further proof that John Cockey was living 
at the Stephen Cockey homestead is revealed 
in the 1808 will of his uncle, Captain John 
Cockey, who refers to land lying "between John 
Cockey of Thomas and Richard Caton [of 
BrooklandwoodJ." Also, John Cockey was buried 
on this estate when he died in 1824. This burial 
ground "of John Cockey, Jr.," still in existence 
though in run-down condition, was located "at 
the end of a lane leading from beside the Green 
Spring Inn on Falls Road up to the old Stephen 
Cockey homestead," about 1,200 feet behind the 
dwelling. An inventory of Cockey's personal 
estate, made on 6 December 1824, totaled 
$803.921/2. Debts in the amount of $6,720 were 
due the deceased.6 

John Cockey of John married on 17 Novem
ber 1814 Mary A. Fishpaw, and they had at least 
six children. It is known with certainty that they 
lived in the old house and that he farmed his 
180 acre estate. In 1850 "John Cockey, Sr.," 
owned real estate valued at $10,000. At the 
time, his daughter Sarah, age twenty-five, son 
Stephen, age fifteen, son and daughter-in-law, 
Charles, age twenty, and Emile J(ane), age 
twenty-four, were in his household. By 1870 
"John Cockey, Sr.," then eighty-one, owned real 
estate worth $29,790. His son Stephen and 
daughter Sarah J. were in his household.7 

"John Cockey, Sr.," died in 1873. An inven-
. tory of his personal estate was made soon after. 
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The household furnishings, farm animals, tools, 
and crops were appraised at $2,429.60, with an 
additional $977.60 in cash in the house. Cockey 
was buried in the family graveyard beside his 
wife who had died twenty-seven years earlier. 
Other Cockey family members who were buried 
here were the children of John and Mary. (Cole) 
Cockey: John Cockey (1788-1873) and his wife, 
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Mary A. (Fishpaw) Cockey (1792-1846), and 
Thomas Cockey (1787-1816). Also buried here 
are John and Mary (Fishpaw) Cockey's children: 
Charles 0. Cockey (1830-1896), Stephen Cockey 
(1835-1920), Harriet Parks (1832-1861), wife 
of John Cockey, Jr., and their infant son, Harah 
May (1860-1861), and the three children of John 
Cockey, Jr., by his second wife, Emma Hall; 
Elizabeth (Cockey) Skipper (1820-1887), her 
husband, Nimrod Skipper {1819-1852), and 
their daughter, Mary Ann (Skipper) Collings 
(1842-1866); Mary Ann Cockey (Parsons) Reed 
(1835-1897}, daughter of Edmund and Mary 
Ann (Cockey} Parsons, and her husband, Samuel 
John Reed· (1827-1894), and their two infant 
sons, John Edmund (1855-1856) and Samuel 
Beauregard (1863-1864). There are names other 
than Cockey-related names found here as well. 
In 1956 John and Mary (Fishpaw) Cockey and 
their sons, Charles 0. and Stephen, were re
interred in the cemetery at Sater's Baptist 
Church. 8 

By his 1873 will "John Cockey, Sr.," left to 
his son John, Jr., "the tavern and lot now oc
cupied by him [John, Jr.]," 3 acres, which was 
known as Cockey's Tavern for many decades. 
To his son Charles and daughters Elizabeth 
Hammill and Sarah- Jane Cockey, John Cockey 
left his farm on Chestnut Ridge called Stans
bury' s Plains, 346 acres, which had been wtlled 
to the testator by his uncle Stephen Cockey, "to 
be divided three ways." His son Stephen received 
King's Evil, 621/2 acres on Chestnut Ridge; and 
another son, Samuel, was left Pleasant Green, 
65 acres on Chestnut Ridge; both tracts had 
been willed to the testator by his uncle. Sons 
Samuel and Stephen were left the homestead, 
180 acres, to be divided by a line which began 
"on the Falls Turnpike Road about half way 
between the blacksmith and wheelwright shop 
and the log dwelling house and to run in an 
easterly direction through the said farm on 
which I live to the. farm now occupied and 
owned by John G. Rider." The portion north of 
the line went to Samuel; the portion south, con
taining the house described as "the log dwelling 
house" and the cemetery, went to Stephen.9 

Stephen Cockey was a bachelor, and before 
he died in 1920 he had had his 771fi acre estate 
divided into five lots, leaving one to each of his 
four nephews and one niece, children of his 
brother Charles 0. Cockey. Lot number om:, 
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"the Tavern House Lot," 2.07 acres, containing 
a dwelling and stone stable, went to Joseph D. 
Cockey. The property was then worth $3,500. 
Today the Graceline Kitchens maintains its 
office, showroom, and shop in the old house and 
stable which were once known as Cockey's Inn. 
Lot number three, 21.82 acres, containing a 
dwelling house, stable, and barrack, together 
worth $5,700, went to Sterling L. Cockey. The 
Windy Valley Drive-In and an Exxon station 
are on this land now, as well as part of the golf 
range behind them. Lot number four, 21.82 acres 
of unimproved· land appraised at $6,600, was 
willed to Laura (Cockey) Bosby. Lot number 
five, 333/s acres of unimproved land valued at 
$7,000, was left to Stephen Edgar Cockey. Both 
of these lots have subsequently been divided 
and sold and contain numerous private homes. 
Lot number two, 19.37 acres, containing the 
main dwelling, corn house, shop, and dairy, 
appraised at $6,300, was left to Charles Thomas 
Cockey. Stephen Cockey's will carried the re
stricting clause that this last lot was "subject to 
right of ingress and egress to and from the 
graveyard." The Green Spring Inn stands on 
a small portion of this lot.10 

On 9 February 1924 Charles Thomas Cockey, 
widower, sold his property and the old Stephen 
Cockey House to Thomas McCaffrey for $9,400, 
with the stipulation that the cemetery be re
served and that the road leading to it always 
remain open. It was Mr. McCaffrey who found 
the old deed and gun in the wall of the house 
when he repaired it in 1924.11 

As has been stated, the main portion of the 
large house was built of log covered with clap
board. A stone addition was later added to the 
north side. The house was painted white and for 
years had green trim. There is a description of 
the house dating from the 1950s, at which time 
there was a massive door of four panels with 
an old knocker at the main entrance. Inside was 
a wide hall with a large and well-proportioned 
parlor on the right and an equally large room 
on the left. The parlor had four big windows 
that once overlooked the fields and orchard. 
Here was a brick fireplace and a large original 
mantel of fine wood with panels on either side 
with grooved trim.12 

A massive stairway between these two rooms 
had wide gently rising steps and hand-turned 
bclusters and rails of walnut; the stairway led 
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to the second floor, with the rail being carried 
along the upper hallway. The stone addition on 
the north side of the house contained two rooms 
down and three rooms and a bath (added by the 
McCaffreys) up. The downstairs rooms each had 
front and back entrances as well as their own 
winding stairways to the floor above. These 
stairs were very wide at one end, but at the turn 
they narrowed so much that they were difficult 
to climb. The one room was used as a kitchen 
and the other as a living room, though in its 
earlier years it had obviously been the kitchen 
as it had an immense open fireplace with a 
crane.13 

The entire house had heavy doors with old
fashioned latches in place of door knobs. The 
whole building was modernized by the McCaf
freys. North of the house stands the stone 
smokehouse now used as a storage area.14 

Today the old Stephen Cockey House is 
crowded by overgrown hedges and ·trees. The 
open fields that could once be seen from any 
window are covered by houses and commercial 
businesses. Time and progress have not been 
kind to this house.15 

COME BY CHANCE 

On the northeast corner of the intersection of 
Park Heights Avenue and Green Spring Valley 
Road is a formal brick house with the provoca
tive name Come By Chance. There is a story 
about the origin of this name. One dark night 
Richard Gist was riding through the Valley 
when a storm forced him to seek shelter in a 
grove of trees. He "awoke in the morning to dis
cover two natural springs on the property and 
a slight rise of ground ideally suited to a house. 
He was so taken with the property that he was 

. said to have acquired it, built his house, and 
named the place Come By Chance as he had 
literally come upon the property by accident.1 

This is a charming story, but ·unfortunately 
not true. The tract Come By Chance, 50 acres, 
was actually surveyed on 16 January 1719/20 
for William Bennett. Two days later he assigned 
his right to the property to John Dorsey, deputy 
surveyor for Baltimore County. Dorsey con
veyed the tract to James Catcham on 31 July 
1727 in exchange for 2,400 pounds of tobacco. 
In December 1744 John and Sarah Derumple 
sold the land to Samuel Owings.2 

There are no deeds among Baltimore County 
land records showing any transfer of ownership 
of Come By Chance between 1727 and 1744. 
Thus it appears that Sarah Derumple was either 
the widow of James Catcham or his daughter. 

In fact, neither Richard Gist nor any member 
of the Gist family ever owned the property. 
Several accounts of the history of Come By 
Chance claim that the oldest portion was erected 
between 1733 and 1744, in which case the 
builder would probably have been either Cat-

cham or Derumple, yet there has been no ref er
ence to either family in references to the Valley. 
In this section of the house, the front or eastern 
end, the walls are all 18 inches thick. A solid 

·· mahogany door opens into a front hall with a 
parlor on each side and a lovely curving stair
case leading to two bedchambers above. The 
basement is native fieldstone. As we shail see, 
it is doubtful the house was built before the 
1830s.3 
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Samuel Owings (discussed more fully in the 
chapter on Green Spring Punch), retained this 
property from 1744 until his death in 177.5, 
when the tract was Ief t to his son, Bale Owings. 
This Owings was a bachelor who, at his death 
on 30 December 1781, willed all his land equally 
to his three nephews: Samuel Owings III, son 
of his brother Samuel, Jr; Bale Owings, son of 
his brother Christopher; and Thomas Bale Ow
ings, son of his brother Thomas. On 8 April 
1791 Samuel Owings, Jr., released all claim as 
heir-in-law to his deceased brother's estate, and 
the three nephews then divided the inheritance. 
Samuel III received two parcels, totaling 133V:. 
acres, of the tracts Urath's Fancy, Come By 
Chance, and Severn; Bale received 1871/z acres 
of Urath's Fancy and Severn (which he sold five 
years later to William Stone); and Thomas Bale 
received two parcels, totaling 2181/2 acres, of 
Urath's Fancy, Come By Chance, Severn, and 
Owings' Traverse. Interestingly, there is a deed 
made by Samuel III and Bale Owings granting 
Samuel Owings, Jr., the right to enter their land 
and cut a ditch to join the branches of the Jones 
Falls clear across the Valley. However, this 
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