
BA 1696 
The Fusting House 
l Garrison Forest Road 
Owings Mills, Md. 21117 
private 

c. 1890 

The Fusting House originally dates from the very late nineteenth 
century; an addition to the west dates from the early twentieth 
century. The picturesque massing of the house places it in the 
medieval-revival style. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The FUSfING HOUSE is a two and one-half storey frame house, 
'L' shaped, its principal section having its principal facade facing 
the golf course to the northwest, its service wing extending south­
east behind the northeast end of the principal section. For ease in 
description it is assumed that the principal facade faces north With 
the service wing extending south. 

Two short wings project forward from each end of the north 
facade, the westerly being a two-storey porch. A secondary gable 
projects but a foot or so from the east gable. These, together with 
the principal gables and the south service wing, create a picturesque 
composition identifying this as an example of the late nineteenth 
century medieval-revival style rendered in traditional materials 
with utterly simple details. Exterior walls are sheathed with nar­
row siding. Typical windows are 2/2 but pairs of glazed doors re­
place many first storey windows, and all have louvred blinds. Pedi­
mented dormers in the roof slopes recall the American Colonial-
revi val style. Brick chimneys rise internally at the south and west 
gables and internally just east of center in the principal section 
of the house. 

The principal entrance, by common usage, is the southerly, 
into the principal section of the house under the open staircaseo 
A large 12/12 window above lights the stair landing. A wide central 
hall extends through to the north facade where two pairs of glazed 
doors open to the exterior. A large living room is to the west, 
a library is to the east at the northeast corner and a dining room 
is to the east at the southeast corner, adjacent to the pantries 
and kitchen which are in the south wing. The details of the stair­
case recall the American Colonial period with a moulded rail sup­
ported by a turned colonette newel and rectangular balusters. The 
corner-block trim is typical of the early twentieth century. Man­
tels in the library and dining room have scrolled .routed pilasters 
stopping a routed frieze and supporting a moulded shelf. 

The stone-walled cellar is beneath the south wing and 
easterly portion of the main house only and its limits suggest that 
the westerly living room was an early addition; moreover the tri­
angular chimney foundations suggest that the northerly portion of 
the hall was a principal room with a fireplace in its southeast 
corner, adjacent to the library fireplace. The great open stair­
case is probably an addition contemporary with the living room, 
the removal of the hall room fireplace, etc. 
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Interior details of the kitchen wing are all contemporary; 
a secondary staircase is close to its north end and a secondary en­
trance was in its hall, adjacent to the principal entrance in the 
southerly re-entrant corner. 

The second storey plan and its details are similar to 
their counterparts below, but simpler. The mantel in the west bed­
room is similar to those of the library and dining room, indicating 
that it might have come from the now-removed fireplace in the north 
room incorporated as part of the central hall. The third storey is 
finished as additional bedrooms, its multiple slopes created by 
the gables and dormers giving it an especially picturesque character. 

East of the house is a small barn and garage, its exterior 
walls covered in vertical board and batteno 



( 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The FUSTING HOUSE originally dates from the very late nine­
teenth century; an addition to the west dates from the early twen­
tieth century. The picturesque massing of the house places it in 
the medieval-revival style, a style achieved by form alone, its 
details and materials being utterly simple and traditionalo The 
small barn-garage is contemporary with the house. 

(' 
~ Robert Moale •devised all of his estate to his daughter, Ellen 

N. Elder". 1 The deed in 1890 shows the property going to Frances 
Shipley.1 The Shipley last will and testament states that the 
cottage and outbuildings and four acres go to a niece, Frances 
Moale Janney.-1 Twenty-nine years later Jack s. Ewing purchased · 
the land from Frances Janney.~ After the death of her husband, 
Carolyn Ewing sold the house to James and Jean Hinz.s- The present 
owners acquired the house on October 15, 1965.b 

Footnotes 

Baltimore County Land Records (BCLR), Towson, Maryland. 
folio 48. 

Li ber 1, 

1- BCLR, Liber 180/230 

~ BCLR, Liber 472/552 

'-/ BCLR, Liber 1390/386. 
.... 
~ BCLR, Liber 3996/617. 

,~ b 
! BCLR, Liber 4533/56 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



ti,- /09~ 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES -"' 

Baltimore County Land B.ecords (BCIR'), Baltimore County Courts Bldg., Towson, ¥..d.. ~. 

CONTlNUE ON SEJ,'AR,ATE SHEET lf NECES$AAY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 8..;;...•_6 ____ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

James T. Wollen, Jr., A.I.A., Irene Wells, Research Historian 3-2-80 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Valleys Planning Council 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

212 Washington Avenue 828-7$07 
CITY OR TOWN STitoTE 

Tcwson Mery1 enn 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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