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The Kniffin House 
Dr. and Mrs. Hazen G. Kniffin. 
448 Garrison Forest Road 
Owings Mills, Md. 21117 
private 

c. 1900 

Formerly a very large suburban estate with a decorative wrought-iron fence, the 
property surrounding this house has been sub-developed very successfully with low
profile, quiet contemporary houses of good design. The house recalls late medieval 
English forms blended with some of the best from the American colonial period. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The KNIFFIN HOUSE is a picturesque house dating from 
the late nineteenth century, its first storey of rubble stone, 
its second of stucco with a simple patt.ern of half-timbering in 
the many gables which are embellished with wide verge boards and 
finials. The principal facade is the south and a small project
ing gable is above and to the west of the entrance, flanked and 
recalled by broad gabled dormers each containing a pair of windows. 
A broad gable faces south at the east end of the house and another 
smaller projecting gable is at its west side, more or less sym
metrical with and recalling the gable above and west of the en
trance. Behind or north of the east gable is another block of 
similar size with gables east and west. One storey, flat-roofed 
porches nearly surround the house, breaking out to form a porte
cochere at the west end. 

Windows of the first two storeys are casements, grouped 
in pairs or double-pairs. Dormers and windows of the north wing 
are 6/1, also grouped in pairs or double-pairs. 

Massive brick chimneys rise above the ridges with finely
corbeled caps designed to reflect the multiple flues withino 

The double doors of the principal entrance are of plate 
glass screened with highly ornamental wrought iron. At the north 
end of a center hall is the principal staircase, its moulded mahogany 
rail supported by rope-turned and carved balusters in three pat
terns, three balusters per tread. Step ends are paneled and the 
panels are supported by carved scrolls; paneling encloses the 
space beneath the staircase. 

Tripartite glazed doors lead to south rooms on either 
side of the hall and the doors are flanked by fluted Corinthian 
pilasters. Longitudinal halls lead easi and west from the center 
hall behind the south rooms, through ar6hed openings in the hall 
walls supported by pairs of fluted Corinthian columns in front of 
pilasters. The high paneled wainscot of the center hall continues 
in the longitudinal halls. The hall ceiling has projecting beams 
forming decorative coffers. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The two principal south rooms have similar decorative 
treatments: paneled wainscotting, carved plaster cornice, pi
lastered mantels, that of the southeast room being simpler than 
the southwest. 

The hall surrounds the staircase in the second floor 
and the balustrade swells on either side to form shallow balconies 
on the east and west sides of the well. With bold easements in 
the rail at each corner above carved newels, an arcade of carved 
fluted Tuscan columns screening the stairwell from the balance 
of the second storey and a great bank of four tall casement win
dows to the north, the stair is the glory of the house. 

Generally the detailing of the second storey is simpler 
than the first but the plans are similar with rooms reduced in 
size to form bathrooms, many with their original fixtures, tile 
floors and marble walls. 

The broad lawns are studded with mature shade trees and 
the large property is surrounded by a tall wrought iron fence 
with stone gateposts. The property has been subdivided with almost 
no loss of trees and the several new houses are of a quiet con
temporary design, very low in profile, arranged along a narrow and 
very curvey lane. 
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_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 
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_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 -COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-=x1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Th: KNIFFIN HOUSE, a picturesque example dating from the 
end of th~ nineteenth century, recalls late medieval English forms 
blended ~ith some of the best from the American colonial period a 
trend Which followed the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of l876. 
Formerly a very large suburban estate with a decorative wrought-iron 
fence, t~e prop:rty has been sub-developed very successfully with 
low-profile, quiet contemporary houses .of good design. 

The Kniffin house is now situated on S.6 acres and lies on the south side of 
St. Thom"'s Lane ~md the west, side of Garrison Forest Road. In 1899- John H. Wight 
purchased 60 acres of property from Charles Meaton Steward and wife and built 
the house in the early 1900's. Since then it has passed through many hands. The 
present owners bought .the house in 197 4. They are the tenth own.ers. - -

Baltimore County I.and Records (BCLR.), Li ber 241, folio 267, Towson, Md. 

1911 Tax Assessment Ledger, Baltimore County Court House. District .3, Blue 
Index p. 285. 

BCLR, Liber 5426, folio JOO, 3242/515, ~154/254, 2601/1, 1847 /554, 1467 /54, 
1048/258, 584/575, 547/582, 241/267. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{ 301) 267-1438 
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