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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

BA-173 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

11/R~Mt-- - ·< - -·-· 
-- - _-_- / -- -_.- .. 

-- : - -·-·- ·- -.. .. 
COMMON: 

Locust Hill 
A.ND/OR HISTORi C: 

12. LOCATION _- -·-- . 
-- />,. _____ -. 

STREET AN[) NUMBER: 
Southea~t ~ide of Butler Road 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Glyndon_ 
STATE !COUNTY' 

Maryland Baltimore 
ll· CLASSfFICA'HON- --· ···- ... .:•·--... ·-· --• -... . -· --· t < 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District ff] Building D Public Public Acquisition: tx:l Occupied Y•s: 

0 Site 0 Structure ijj Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Re1tricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Con1idered 0 PreHrvation work 0 Unre1tricted 

in progress ~ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comment• 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial ff] Private RHidence 0 Other (Specify) 

D Educational 0 Military 0 Religiou1 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

f,(, OWN£~ OF PRQPERTY 
--_ .•\•· .....•.... _ ... ... 

- -
- ... -> ---•- < 

uWNER's NAME: 

Than•~ Offutt 
STREET AND NUMBER' 

Locust Hill 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: l Glyndon Maryland 

IS, ~J)~ATiON OF t.EGAroesCRIPTfON .. .- :: . ·- .-..- :>: -···· ....•. .:: _·-.:-/ ... .:_:.:. ·- ···--'•:.:•::<~· 
COURTHOUSE, RE<OISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Baltimore County Courthou~e 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Wa3hiMton Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

I Towson Maryland 
Title Reference of Curr~nt noon ( Bnnlc & Pa. i) : l._Rli2 / 'i~~ 

~*~ •'f~~~"$EH't~'J':U;t~ tM .EXlSTIHQ Sl)RVEY& - . 
·-- -

/ '-··· •\\•••\\ ,. 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Baltimore County Landmarks 
CATE OF SURVEY: 1971 0 Federal 0 State ~ County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Baltimore County Hi~torical Society 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
lsTATE:M'arv1 and I n - -~, ... -

PS - 709 



0 Good 
1--------
~ Excellent 0 Fair 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

[it Altered 0 Uncltered 

. . • .. 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpaHd 

(Check One) 

0 Moved fi1 Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# <D ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

LOCUST HIIJ. is a stone hou,e, ~tuccoed and scored in imitation of 

ashlar, built in four al~.gned gable roofed 'ections facing north and south, 

on ground which slopes slightly to the south. The basic forms, approximate 

sizes and approximate dates {conjectured upon analysis) of each section are 

as f'ollov!'l, frcm west to east: 

I. 
II. 
III. 

IV. 

2 storeys, three bays, 22 by 35'- feet, ca. 1785-lSOO 
2 storeys, two bays, 22 by 20 feet, ca. 1820-1840 
It storeys, two bays, 22 by 20 feet, ca. 1820-1840 

{possibly earlier) 
1 storey, one bay, 16 by 11 feet, after Section III 

Section I corresponds to the structure recorded on 

this pronerty in the 1798 Federal Direct Tax records •• 

{ 9 1 stone dwelling, 2 storeys, 36 by 22 feet"). The 

m 
m 
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20 by 16 foot kitchen does not corre,pond with the -I 
::a 
c: 
n 
-I 

existing kitchen wing, nor does the 12 by 12 foot 

smokehouse. 

Sections I and II comprise the main portion of the house. The north 
0 

and south entrances are in the middle bay of the total composition, which z 

is the e-1t bay of Section I, the older of these two sections, having four 

structural walls. Section II was added to Section I and the south vall of 

Section II is frame, undoubtedly to allow the one ~torey, shed-roofed two 

bay frame extension to the south, housing two 9Illaller rooms, nrobably con-

temporary with this Section II. 

A single brick chi,ney rises centered on and flush with each end of 

the main house, and a third chimney rises through the gabled roof, its 

alignment flush with the or~ginal east end of Section I. Three dormers of 

20th century construction pierce both the north and eouth slopee of the 

roof. {continued) 
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PERIOO (Check One or More •• Approprl•t•) 

D Pre-Columbian D 16th Century 

D 15th Century D 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (lfAppllc•bl1t •ndKnown) c .. 1'796 

18th Century 

19th C1tn tury 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Mor• •• Appropriate) 

Abor i11inol D Education D Political 

D Prehistoric D Engineering D Religion/Phi. 

D Historic D Industry losophy 

D Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

D Architecture D Landscape D Sculpture 

0 Att Architecture 0 Socia I/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarian 

0 Communications D Military D Theater 

D Conservation D Music D Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

D 20th Century 

D Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify) 

The property on which Locust Hill is locatec ws originally patented 

by Josephus Murray in 1753 and sold by him to Jeremiah Johnson the follow-

ing ye2re 

Although the 1783 tax assessment shows imnrovemente on this narcel 

\.J or Johnson's land, it is impos"ible to know whe~her they were part of the 

existing house. However, the 1'798 Feder8l Direct tax does list very 

,... precisely a t"1o storey -,tone dwelling 36' x 22 1 with a stone kitchen and 

z a smokehouse. By this time, the property had been deeded to Jeremiah 

w 
w 

Johnson's son, Hickman. 

Members of the Johnson family lived at Locust Hill for many years. 

Elisha Sollers Johnson married Eleanor Worthington, daughter of Samuel 

Worthington, and she inherite~ the farm after her husband's death in 1866., 

The hou~e was evidently altered extensively during this period, possibly 

to accomodate El.i3ha Johnson's family of six children. 

It is of special intere~t to note that the present ovner, Mr. Thoma' 

Worthington Offutt, ie a collateral descendant of !:!:lisha and Eleanor 

Johnson. 

PS - 709 



Pl\ ~:JO~'ihBL10GRAPHICAL REF~RENCES , •,a;..; 

····· 

..::·. ... :: ,,,,,<,.· / ''·' ·.·.-.. ::'.'.·.··. •:.:: .. ·.· ., 
.·· 

Federal Direct Tax of l '798. 

Baltimore County Tax A!se!sment~: 1'183, 1~23, 1876, 1>396. 

Advertisement: Baltimore ~' March 15, 1942 

st. John's P.E. Church, Worthington, Parish Records 

Lto. OEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ·-

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

RI 
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES --+ CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE .____ 

I 
I 

\ 
I 
I 

i 

I 
i 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW 9 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY, 

Acreage Justification: 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

'_ATITUOE 

Degrees Minutes 
0 

21 acres 

Catherine F. Black and James T. Wollen 

LONGITUDE 

Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds . 0 . 

ORG.ANI ZATION DATE 

Worthington Valle Historical District Pro ect 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

1114 Bellem.ore Road 
CITY OR TO'NN: STATE 

Baltimore 
J2, 
·.'State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl ) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 
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Continuation Sheet - 2 

LC~UST HILL 
Wortjington Valley 

Histor1ctl District 

related to the entrance doors and to interior doors through the fir~t floor of 

the house. A wide chimney breast projects behind the stair; from the cellar, a 

former f1replace is visible behind the stair, leading to the conjecture that the 

space was fir't conceived ts a room, not as a hall, vi.th exterior entrances typ-

ically in the central bay, directly into the we~terly room, a typical arrangement 

for houses of this period and scale. Indeed, irregul1rities in the wall surfaces, 

both inside and out, beneath the center bay's north and south windows, suggest 

these conjectured entrances. A consistent irregularity in interior olaster, at 

chair rail height indicates the original pre,ence of chair rail, and an earlier 

wi.nding stair is ghosted on the vall beneath the existing stair, all removed vhen 

the house was enlarged and restyled early in the nineteenth century. 

Section II is three steps lO'Wer than the earlier Section I; its principal 

room is the d1ning room, and its s0uth wall is a few feet north of the south 

exterior wall above, giving additional space to the two small service rooms in 

the one storey southerly extension of this section. The dining roan chimney 

breast is centered on the room, suggesting that the present psrtition arr•ngement 

is original. 

Mantels, consiqting of pil~sters or columns supporting a paneled frieze, 

paneled vindov jambs and corner-block architraves at vindovs and doors, all date 

from the period of the dining room addition. The dining room chair rail; the 

only chair rail in the hou!e, is Modern, •! is the wood cornice throughout the 

first ~torey of Sections I and II. 

A large fireolace, designed for cooking, remains in the old kitchen, north 

of vhich a winding stair a!cends to the !econd floor, the hevn joist ~trncture of 

which is expo!ed in t~e old kitchen. 

The second floor pl•n is similsr, as is ~o!t woodwork, except for the aoors, 



Continuation Sheet - 3 

LOGUST HILL 
Worthington Valley 

Hi"torical Di!trict 

which •re of "ix panel!, fully rai!ed, with ovolo moulding! on stile! and r•il!, 

undoubtedly remaining fran the hou!e jn it! original period. South of the WMt 

chili.ney i! a clo.,et, vith • pair of "imiler door!, together forming !!!ix '!)anels 

in the typical arr~ngement. It!!! srchitrave !Urround includes an ovolo backhand, 

extending to form part of a cros3ette. SLmilar closet doors and trim north of 

the !•me chimney are modern. A patch in the floor •nd beaded ba!!!eboard in front 

of the modern closet may relate to an earlier winding "taircase, or other earlier 

construction, now removed. 

Access to the unfi.ni!hed attic is by an enclosed, vinding staircase in the 

southea!t corner of' Section I, beside the original ea"t chimney. Door! with four 

f'u.11.y rai!ed nanel! enclo!e the attic !tair and the clo~et beneath. Handmade 

wrought iron nail! are exposed vithin the attic stairway. He'W?l rafters and collar 

beams are pegged together. A single four-light casement in the gable enc'ls, north 

of the chimney, lit the attic originally; the ea!terly window now looks into the 

attfo Section II, and six modern dormers provide much adoitional light. The 

rafters of Section II are al!o hewn and lapped and pegged at the ridge. The attic 

of Section III is inacce!sible. 

The unfin1shed cellar extends only beneath Section I. All ftrst floor 

joists h~ve been replaced. A !tone-walled, gable roofed cellar entrance extends 

frOl!l the we~t end near the s0uthwe"t corner. 

Immediately south of the kitchen wing is • two 'torey ~tone, 'tuccoed, out

building, 14 feet square, with a oyramidal roof. Its original function is inde-

termined. 

Ea3t of the house, approximately aligned, i! a small, one storey log tenant 

or quarters house, of undeterrnined age, now !lightly enl&rged and e:rten3ively but 

simply r~rinished internally as a guest house. 



Continuation Sheet - 4 

"C3'4-17J 
LOCUST HILL 

Worthington Valley 
Hi~torical District 

To the southea't ~t~nds a log shec, one storey, built into the hillside, 

measuring approximately 21 by 27 feet, it! south wall open, and its ea~t wall 

of framed construction. Chinking between the logs is, principally, small flat 

stones laid diagonally. The east wall was originally of log construction, and 

short !ections of logs at the southwest corner sugge't that all or part of the 

south front was also log. 

Early photographs of the house indicate a paneled, stepped parapet rront 

on the existing north entrance porch, a detail consist"'!nt with the conjectured 

date of this norch. Other pnotographs show the log tenant house as a three-

bay house, with door centered, and the two storey outbuilding immediately south 

of the kitchen with a wood water tank projecti.ng above tile roof. 



Continuation Sheet 

Que,tion 7 

LOCUST HILL 
Worttington Valley 

Hi,torical District 

Windows of both Sections I and II are 6/6, with louvred blinds. Frames 

are th:i.n with • beaded edge. The north entrance is sheltered by a one storey, 

one bay portico, its ceiling and tympanum shaoed in •n eljptical arch. A pa11~ 

or c0lumns supports each front corner of the roof 'tructure and a single column 

sunports it at the house wall. Columns are tanered round shafts with simplified 

capitals only suggested. Two round rails enclose all but the entrance bay of the 

portico, wnich appear' contemnorary with Section II. Similar column' at the south 

entrance, at the hou'e va11, suggest that the original south porch w;:1s contemoor•ry 

vith the north porch, but probably with a shea root coincidental with the south-

erly extension of Section II, the south oorch has been enlarged and enclosed. 

Both entrance' have pihst.e.r:ed surrounds supporting a cornice (with neit.ner frieze 

nor architrave), enclosing an eight. paneled door, matching jambs and• transom; 

panel raise,, are shaped to form an extremely shallow pyramid, all characteristic 

of t.ne 1820-1S40 period. 

The constructton of Sect.ton III, lt storey kitchen wing, anpears to be 

contemoorary with the construction of Section II. Exterior re~tures include an 

entrance in the westerly bay of the south front, 6/6 wl ndovs vi th louvred blinds, 

a single dormer in the north slope, a large modern shed-roofed dormer in the south 

roof slope, and a flush chimney centered on the ea't end. 

Section IV at the ea't end of the house has a door in its south front, the 

only access or opening in the walls of this service room, constructed after Section 

III, but probably ne~rly contemporary with it. 

Section I is divided into tvo rooms: the ve~t room is t~ bays in length, 

the ea~t room is one bay; the latter contains the principal north and south en

trances, and the principal stair which is enclosed in paneling stylistically 
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Ce•ti•uati•• Sheet 

Questie11 7 

reumi rail j•i•s them vita pegge9 mertise a•i t••••; balusters are plai•, r~ctaa~ular. 

P•rtitieas ef si•gle-thiek••ss vertical, b•••••-e•~· bearis •iviie th• ceatral aall 

frem ta• siagl• flankiag r• .. i• eaca ster•y. Altheugk the freat •••r ;~ .r eight 

p•••ls, iat•rier «eers are ef vertical bear«s. Ori~iaal mantels, ia tne ~•uta fire-

places ef beta stereys, iaclu•e plai• pila,t•rs supoertia~ a plaia frieze ••• sk•lf. 

'Ml• ••rtk mantel ef the first 1t•r•y is •• •l•~aat example et ca. lROO, iaeluii•~ 

reeiiag, carviag aai gauge carviag, sa19 t• c•m• frem a Sb.ipp•• neuse ia Philaielpaia. 

Tae u.fiaishe9 attic is acf"'tt,,ible by a "Wia91JllP; staircase ia th• seuth'West ceraer 

ef tile iHi• heuse. "Ptatters aai cellar beams are half'-lappei ••• pe,ge«. 

The cellar, wh'ch •xtea9s beaeath ta• 1ui• neus• ••ly, is ••••ssibl• by a sttdr 

iesceai1-g fre1t tne kitcnea perca. 

Like all ltuiliiags wita ~·w• «ates, tRis ••• bec .. es a text i• ta• stuiy aai 

relative iati~ ef etaer structures i• its r•gi••· 

Q\lestiea 9 

Cireuit Ceurt ef Baltil'lere CeUity Liber 122 felie 469 etc. (Litigatiea ever estate 

ef Jema T. J•h•s). 

F•«•r•l Direct Tax er 1798 ••• BaltiJlereCeu.ty Tax Ae~ee~••te. 
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1. STATE ::.:ar;:,rland 
couNTY Baltimore 
TOWN 

STREET NO. * 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

v1c1N1TY Dist. IV 

HISTORIC MIERIC.M~ BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY BA-* 

2. NAME Dovecote 
/U1 L', rr ,i.--(,i,'; J l i l..' ~-=I 

f
1_1.~_-, . v.n·· 
\ 

DATE OR PERIOD 1790 
STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

*Butler Road and r.rantua r.:ill Road, '.'lorthi:ngtor.. Valley. 

Charming old stone house -- stuccoed; bounded t.y two st'.ea"'rls, 

the Piney Ru..ri B.nd The ·,·;eatern Run. Library has original 

par..elinG, dark oak floors and hand he~n beams. !'~ear main 

house is an old log ·:!a bin, now used 2,3 8. guest hot.:.se. 

Planting :~ncludes a char:nine; boxwood ea.eden e.r.d exceptionally 

lar~e -Jev·:s. Owr~ers, r.:~. & Tirs. 'l'l-~or.1s.s ','lort!dne;tor~ Cf fut t. 

5. PHYSICAL :::ON DI TION OF 'TRUCTU RE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, 'OTC. 

(second Rt~BS re:i:-ort) 
E. Fra.r.:.c-is Of fut·: 
HABS CQJ.J,:JTT:SE CF B,~,_1r:n·onE 

GOtT!~:'Y HIS~C1RIC!_,;.1 SO·jTZT"Y 
r.:arch 20, 1968 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORD 






