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ol
OWNER'S N AME:

Thomas Offutt
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[7. PESCRIPTION

(CheckFOne)
CONDITION K] Excellent D_Good {3 Fair ] Deteriorated [J Ruins [0 ‘Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
d Altered ] Uncltered [ Moved #x] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D QORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

LOCUST HILL is s stone house, stuccoed and scored in imitation of
ashlar, built in four aligned gable roofed sections facing north and south,
on ground which slopes slightly to the south, The basic forms, approximate
sizes and approximate dates (conjectured upon analysis) of each section are

as follows, from west to east:
I. 2 storeys, three bays, 22 by 35+ feet, ca, 1735-1800

II. 2 storeys, two bays, 22 by 20 feet, ca. 1820-1840
IIT. 1k storeys, two bays, 22 by 20 feet, ca, 1820-1840
(possibly earlier)

IV. 1 storey, one bay, 16 by 11 feet, after Section III
Section I corresvonds to the structure recorded on
this proverty in the 1798 Federal Direct Tax rescords..
("1 stone dwelling, 2 storeys, 36 by 22 feet™), The
20 by 16 foot kitchen does not correspond with the
existing kitchen wing, nor does the 12 by 12 foot
smokehouse,

Sections I and II comprise the main portion of the house, The north
and south entrances are in the middle bay of the total composition, which
is the east bay of Section I, the older of these two sections, having four
structural walls. Section II wes added to Section I and the south wall of
Section II is frame, undoubtedly to allow the one storey, shed-roofed two
bay frame extension to the south, housing two smaller rooms, probsbly con-
temporary with this Section II.

A single brick chinney rises centered on and flush with each end of
the main house, and a third chimney rises through the gabled roof, its

slignment flush with the original east end of Section I, Three dormers of

20th century construction pierce both the north and south slopes of the

roof. (continued)
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[ Conservation O Music O Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The property on which Locust Hill is located wss originally patented
by Jossphus Murray in 1753 and sold by him to Jeremiah Johnson the follow-
ing year,

Although the 1783 tax assessment shows imorovements on this parcel
of Johnson's land, it is impossible to know whether they were part of the
existing house, However, the 1798 Federal Direct tax does list very
precisely a two storey stone dwelling 36' x 22' with a stone kitchen and
a smokehouse, By this time, the property had been deeded to Jeremiah
Johnson's son, Hickman,

Members of the Johnson family lived st Locust Hill for many years.
Elisha Sollers Johnson married Eleanor Worthington, daughter of Samuel
Worthington, and she inhsrited the farm after her husband's death in 1866,
The house was evidently altered extensively during this period, possibly
to accomodate Elisha Johnson's family of six children,

It is of special interest to note that the present owner, Mr. Thomas
Worthington Offutt, is a collateral descendant of £lisha and Eleanor

Johnson,
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Baltimore County Tax Assessments: 1783, 1323, 1876, 1396,
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St. John's P,E, Church, Worthington, Parish Records

[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
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Contimistion Sheet - 2

related to the entrance doors and to interior doors through the first floor of
the house, A wide chimney breast projects behind the stair; from the cellar, a
former fireplace is visible behind the stair, lesding to the conjecture that the
space wss first conceived 3= a room, not as a hall, with exterior entrances typ-
ically in the central bay, directly into the westerly room, a typical arrangement
for houses of this period and scale., Indeed, irregularities in the wall surfaces,
both inside and out, beneath the center bay's north and south windows, suggest
these conjectured entrances, A consistent irregulsrity in interior ovlaster, at
chair rajil height indicates the original presence of chair rail, and an earlier
winding stair is ghosted on the wsll beneath the existing stair, all removed when
the house was enlarged and restyled esrly in the nineteenth century,

Section II is three steps lower than the earlier Section I; its principal
room is the dining room, and its snouth wall is a few feet north of the south
exterior wall above, giving additional space to the two small service rooms in
the one storey southerly extension of this saction, The dining room chimney
breast is centered on the room, suggesting that the present pertition arrangement
is original,

Mantels, consisting of pilasters or columns supporting a paneled frieze,
paneled window jambs and corner-block architraves =t windows and doors, all date
from the period of the dining room addition., The dining room chair rail; the
only chair rail in the house, is modern, ss is the wood cornice throughout the
first storey of Sections I and II,

R large fireplace, designed for cooking, remains in the old kitchen, north
of which & winding stair ascends to the second floor, the hewn joist structure of
which is exposed in the old kitchen,

The second floor plan is similsr, as is most woodwork, except for the doors,
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which are of six panels, fully raised, with ovolo mouldings on stiles and rails,
undoubtedly remaining from the house in its original period, South of the west
chimney is a closet, with a pair of similer doors, together forming six panels

in the typical srrsngement, Its srchitrave surround includes an ovolo backband,
extending to form part of a crossette, Similar closet doors and trim north of
the same chimney are modern. A patch in the floor and beaded baseboard in front
of the modern closet may relate to an earlier winding staircase, or other earlier

construction, now removed,

Access to the unfinished attic is by an enclosed, winding staircase in the
southeast corner of Section I, beside the original ezst chimney., Doors with four
fully raised ranels enclose the attic stair and the closet beneath, Handmade
wrought iron nails are exposed within the attic stairway, Hewn rsafters and collar
beame are pegged together, A single four-light cssement in the gable ends, north
of the chimney, 1it the attic originally; the easterly window now looks into the
attic Section II, snd six modern dormers provide much additional light., The
rafters of Section II are also hewn and lspped and pegged a2t the ridge., The attic
of Section III is inaccessible,

The unfinished cellar extends only beneath Section I. All first floor
joists have bean replaced, A stone-walled, gsble roofed cellsr entrance extends
from the west end nesr the soruthwest corner,

Imediately south of the kitchen wing is a two storey stone, stuccoed, out-
building, 14 feet squsre, with a pyramidal roof, Its original function is inde-
termined,

East of the house, approximately sligned, is a small, one storey log tenant
or quarters house, of undetermined age, now slightly enlarged and extensively but

simply refinished internally as a guest house,
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To the southeast stands a log shed, one storey, built into the hillside,
meassuring spproximately 21 by 27 feet, its south wall open, and its east wall
of framed construction. Chinking between the logs is, principally, small flat
stones laid disgonally, The esst wall wss originslly of log construction, and
short sections of logs at the southwsst corner suggest that all or psrt of the

south front was also log.

Earily vhotographs of the house indicste a psneled, stepped parapet tront
on the existing north entrance porch, s detail consistent with the conjectured
date of this porch, Other pnotographs show the log tenant house as a three-
bay house, with door centered, and the two storey outbuilding immeciately south

of the kitchen with a wood water tank projecting sbove the roof,
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Question 7
Windows of both Sections I and II sre 6/6, with louvred blinds, Frames

are thin with a beaded edge. The north entrance is sheltered by a one storey,

ons bay portico, its ceiling and tympanum shaved in an eliptical srch., A pair

of cnlumns supvorts each front corner of the roof structure snd a single column
supports it at the house wall, Columns are tavered round shafts with simplified
capitals only suggested., Two round rails enclose 211 but the entrance bay of the
portico, wnich appears contemvorary with Section II. Similar columns at the south
entrance, st the house wail, suggest that the original south porch wzs contemvorary
with the north porch, but probsbly with a shed roof coincidental with the south-
erly extension of Section II, the south oorch has been enlsrged and enclosed,

Both entrances have pilsstered surrounds supporting s cornice (with neiiner frieze
nor architrave), enclosing an eight psneled door, mstching jambs and a transom;
panel raises are shaped to form an extremely shaliow pyramid, sll characteristic
of the 1820-1840 period,

The construction of Section III, 1% storey kitchen wing, avpears to be
contemporary with the construction of Section II, Exterior feastures include an
entrance in the westerly bay of the south front, 6/6 windows with louvred blinds,
a single dormer in the north slopes, 8 large modern shed-roofed dormer in the south
roof slope, and a flush chimney centered on the east end.

Section IV at the east end of the house has a door in its south front, the
only access or opening in the walls of this service room, constructed after Section
I11, but probably nearly contemporsry with it,

Section I is divided into two rooms: the west room is two bays in length,
the east room is one bay; the latter contains the principal north and south en-

trances, and the principil stair which is enclosed in paneling stylistically
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Questien 7

reund rail jeims them with pegzed mertise amé temem; balusters are plaim, rsctamgular,
Partitiems of simgle-thickmess verticsl, besded-edze beards divide the cemtral hsll
frem the single flankimg reem im each sterey, Altheugh the fremt desr i< of eight
panels, imterier deers are eof vertical beards. Origimal mantels, in the seuth fire-
placas ef beth stereys, imclude plaim pilasters suppertimg a plaim frieze and shelf,
The nerth mantel of the first sterey is ar elegant example ef ca, 1800, imecluding
reading, carving and gsuge carvimg, said te ceme frem a Shippem heuse im Philadelphia,

The unfinished attic is scressible by a winding staircase im the seuthwest cermer
of the maim heuse, Rafters and cellar beams are half-lapped amd pegged,

The cellar, which extemds bameath the maim heuse enly, is aceessible by a stair
descending frem the kitchen perch,

Like all buildimgs with kmewn dates, this eme becemes a text im the study and

relative dating of ether structures im its regiem,

Question 9
Cireuit Ceurt ef Baltimere Ceumty Liber 122 felie 469 etc, (Litigatiem ever estate

of John T, Jehns),

Federal Direct Tax ef 1798 and BaltimereCeumty Tax Assessments,
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¥Butler Rozd and Mantua Iill Road, Worthington Velley.
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Charming 01d stone house —- stuccoed; bounded bty two sheams,
the Piney Run and The VWestern Run. ILibrary hzs original
pareling, dark oak floors and hand hewn beams, Near main
house is an 0l1d log cabin, now used a3 & guest house,

Planting includes = charming hoxwood gsrden and exceptionally
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